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Mr. I'resiileiit (the Hoiri)le Sir Buoy IMusad SiNr.ii Rot, k.c.i.k.) was 


in the Chair. 

Oath of members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Those honourable members ydio have 
not yet taken or subscrihed the oath as required under section (17 of the 
Oovernmenl of India Act, llldo, may do so now. 

The tollowin<^' members took the oath: 

Miss I’dhel Robertson, c.s.p. 

Khan Baliadiir Abdul IlannM (’howdhury, 

Mr. (ieor^'c Morgan, C.I.E., 

Mr. riemendra Kumar Das, 

Mr. Satis Chandra Sen, 

Mr. (\ K. (Marke, 

Mr. Muliammad Taufiq, and 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea. 


Reference to the political situation, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tt is my privilege to welcome the honourable mem- 
bers both old and those who are n(‘wly elected to this meeting of the Douse 
alter a lapse of n(‘arly sixteen months. By a Rroclamation issued under 
sc' tion 93 of the Government of India Act, 1935, the Legislature was sus- 
pended on the 31st ol M ireh, 1945, and this is the first session since the 
revival of the Constitution on the ‘^Hth of April, 1940. During the period 
the House had been under suspension many im])ortant event.^ of far reach- 
ing (ODsequence had taken place. The devastating War that had been 
raging since 1939 came to an end resulting in a complete victory of the 
Allied powers. The T'nited Nations Organisation has been set up with the 
idea of helping the establishment of peiinanent peace and security in the 
world and of avoiding wars in future. India had been promised freedom 
by Great Britain and the right of framing her own future ])olitical Consti- 
tution. The visit of the Cabinet Mission to India as a ])reliminary to the 
implementation of that ])romise and the setting up of the Constituent 
Assembly after jirolonged negotiations to enable India to shape her own 
destiny is no doubt a very momentous event in the political life of this 
country. I however regret to observe that the tipper Douse has been denied 
the privilege of taking part in the election of the Constituent Assembly. 
I may inform you that as requested by the honourable members the Chair 
fully represented your claims in this respect to the authorities concerned 
but unfortunately it was of no avail. 
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The war is over but the sufferings that it has brought in its train have 
not yet mitigated. India that had to make tremendous sacrifices and face 
terrible privations is still in the grip of those sufferings. I hope and pray 
that this land of plenty will before long through the mercy of Providence 
be once again restored to her normal conditions to the relief of millions of 
humanity. 

Obituary References. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is now my melancholy duty to pay our tribute 
of respect to the memories of those valued friends and colleagues whom we 
have lost since the House met last in lD4r3 and also to mourn the loss of 
some of illustrious sons of India who passed away during this j^eriod. 

We have lost three of our honourable colleagues, namely, Mr. Kader 
Baksh, Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury, and Khan Bahaflur Md. Abdul 
Momin since we last met. 

Mr. Kader Baksh had a long and varied experience of public affairs 
and was a veteran legislator. He , was a man of amiable manners and 
balanced views. The late Mr. Kader Baksh could always make useful 
contributions to the debates of this House. AVe shall greatly miss his 
genial personality. 

Mr, Humayun Reza Chowdhury scion of a well known and ancient 
Muslim family of Bengal represented the RajHhahi‘C/////-Malda Muham- 
madan (Rural) Constituency of this House. But due to indifferent healtJi 
during the last few years he was often obliged to keep himself absent from 
its meetings or was prevented from taking active paid in the proceedings 
of this House. He was a perfect gentleman and had idianning manners. 

Khan Bahadur Md. Abdul Momin belonged to an ancient and aristo- 
cratic Muslim family of the district of Bnrdwan. His father and grand- 
father held higii and responsible positions under (jovernment open to 
Indians in those days. His father Nawab Abdul dabbar Khan Bahadur, 
C.I.E., of revered memory after retirement from Ctoverument service 
became Prime Minister of Bhopal State. He was one of those ])ersonalities 
who used to be held in high respect in Bengal by Eur()])eans and Indians 
alike. The late Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin joined (Toveinmeiit service 
as a Sub-Deputy Collector in 1897 and remained in the Provincial Service 
till 1905. He was appointed Under-Secretary in the Revenue Department 
in 191() and held the responsible position of Press Censor during the first 
Great War. He was also the first Indian Director of I^and Records and the 
first Indian Commissioner of a Division from the members of the Provin- 
cial Elxecutive Service. After his retirement from Government service in 
1981 he was appointed by the Government of India a member to the Indian 
Legislative Assembly and later on lie was elected a member of the old 
Bengal Legislative Council. The late Khan Bahadur rose to eminent posi- 
tions in official and public life through merit, perseverence and dint of 
his character. He used to be held in high respect by the Hindus and 
Muslims alike. The House has lost in him a legislator of vast experience 
and the Chair a valued friend and an old colleague. 

May their soul rest in peace! 

I would now request the honourable members to rise in their places as 
a mark of respect to the memory of these departed colleagues. 

(The members rose in their places.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. 

Before taking up the business on the agenda I have to perform further 
melancholy duty, namely, to refer to the sad demise of some of the fore- 
most Indians who occupied eminent positions in the public life of this 
country and who commanded respect and admiration not only of their own 
countrymen but also of people abroad. 
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First I would mention the name of the Right Honourable V. S. Srinivasa 
Sastri. He had a long and eventful career. He was the first Agent of the 
Governor-JCieneral in South Africa. Mr. Sastri started his life as an edu- 
cationist. Coming under the influence of the late Gopal Krishna Ghokhale 
he joined the Servants of India Swiety in ]9i)6 and became its President. 
He became a member of the Madras Legislative Council in P)dO and the 
Imperial Legislative Council in 1916 and later on of the Council of State 
on the introduction of the Montford Reforms. The late Mr. Sastri served 
as a member of the Southborrough Committee when the Reforms Act of 
1919 was on the Legislative anvil. He was also a member of the Railway 
Committee presided over by Sir William Ac-worth in 1921. In ]t)19 he 
paid his first visit to England as a member of the Liberal Deputation and 
again in 1921 as India’s representative to the Imjierial Conference. He 
represented India in the same year at the League of Nations Assembly ami 
also at the Conference on the Limitation of Armaments at Washington. 
In 1922 Mr. Sastri visited the Dominions of Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand as representative of India and urged with great ability the case for 
the lemoval of colour bar in the Dominions. Mr. Sastri was one of the 
Indians who took a prominent part in the first and second Round Table 
Conferences. A Liberal by conviction he was one of the leaders of the 
Liberal Party in India and was more than once elected President of th(‘ 
Indian National Liberal Federation. He was appointed a member of the 
Privy Council by His Majesty the King who also a])poin1ed him a (h>m])anion 
of Honour. Mr. Sastri received the high (dvic distinction of the freedom of 
the city of London. A gi’cat political thinker and orator of ])ersua>ive 
elocimuice the late Mr. Sastri was one of India’s elder statesmen and com- 
manded universal respect of his countrymen for his charai’ter, ability and 
selrtess devotion to the cause of India’s freedom. The country is distinctly 
poorer today bv his death. 

Sir Xn])endra Nath Sircar another illustrious son of India passed away 
in Se])tember, 1945.' His career and the account of his meteoric rise at the 
Par ar(‘ too well known to be recounted on this occasion. A brilliant 
scholar, a great jurist and an able advocate Sir Nrijiendra was undoubtedly 
one of the India’s giant intellects. His services in the field of law and 
politic^ were unique. As author of the aiiHUided Indian Companies Act 
and of the Indian Insurance Act he would be long remembered as one of 
the gieatest law members of the Government of India. In him Hengal 
has lost one of her noblest sous and India a front rank statesman and a 
great jurist whose services would have been invaluable to the country in 
shaping the future Constitution. 

Another great lawyer a brilliant Parliamentarian and a noble states- 
man of wide jiolitical vi* ws whose death we deeply mourn is Mr. Bhulabhai 
Desai. As leader of the Oppo.sition in the (Vntral Legislative Assembly 
he for a number of years rendered unique services to the country and his 
memory would remain evergreen in hearts of his grateful countrymen. 

Another noble son of Bengal who pas.sed away since the last meeting 
of this House was Mr. Jatindra Nath Basil. He had been associated with 
the Bengal Legislature for nearly quarter of a century. Following in the 
footste]>s of his illustrious uncle ihe late Mr. Bhiijiendra Nath Basil, 
Mr. Jatindra Nath Basil took a deep and active interest in constructive 
politics. Throughout his long and eventful life inspired by the true spirit 
of liberalism Mr. Basu practised the noble principle of idiarity for all and 
malice towards none. He occupied a uni(|ue position in the social life of 
Calcutta and was one of its most respected citizens. In his death the Chair 
has lost a noble friend and a genuine well-wisher whose memory he will 
always cherish with admiration and respect. 

I also refer to the death of Dr. Sir Upendra Nath Brahmachari, another 
eminent son of Bengal. He was a great scientist and by his discovery of 
Uria Stibamine the specific for Kala-azar, he rendered a noble service to 
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humanity. Throughout his long life he was deeply interested in scientific 
education and was closely associated with the activities of the Senate of 
the Calcutta University as one of its Fellows. 

I would request the honourable members once more to rise in your 
places out of respect of the memories of the deceased. 

(The members rose in their seats.) 

I will with your consent convey the message of condolence on behalf 
of the House to the members of the bereaved families. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Bir, our precedent is to adjourn 
the House when a sitting member dies. Bo, are you going to adjourn the 
House following that j)recedent? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS No, because the budget is going to be presented 
today, as you know. I would rather deviate from that precedent at least on 
this occasion. But this should not be a precedent. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Questions regarding Public Accounts Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 am somewhat 
at a disadvantage so far as this question is concerned because the answer 
was framed by my predecessor in the last Ministry sometime ago last year; 
S^his question did not come up to me for revision, and T have not dealt Avith 
the file regarding it. Therefore, if there is going to be any supplemental y 
questions, 1 would request you 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case I would suggest that this question bo 
postponed. If the Hon’ble Minister wishes he can recast the answer and 
it may be reidied to later on. Therefore, this question and the next me 
are i)ostpone(i. 


Appointments in Local Bodies. 

3. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Health and Local Self-dovernment be pleased to state if it is 
a fact that tlie percentage of the Muslims and Scheduied Caste employees in 
the self-governing institutions, such as, district boards and municipalities 
in Bengal, is very small 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment): Yes. Ai)jK)intments are made by the local bodies themselves, and 
are not subject to the Communal Ratio Rules, (jovernmeni lias issued a 
geneial letter to all municipalities and district boards requesting tbem to 
])ay due attention to communal considerations Avhen making appointments; 
but it should be observed that the letter must be in the form of a request, 
and cannot issue as an order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are Communal Ratio Rules applicable to 
nominations to local bodies ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If Communal Ratio Rules are not 
applicable to nominations to local bodies, then will the Hon’ble Minister 
please explain why Government issued a general letter to all municipalities 
and district boards, requesting them to pay due attention to communal 
considerations P 
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Mr. ABDUL RASHID: This is a question of makin^r appointments ami 
not nominations. In tlie former case we can only make a representation 
to the local bodies in the form of a request and not as an order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I put a question to give us the reason 
why Government issued any general letter »b all municipalities. With regard 
[to appointments in local bodies these are nominations and not appointments 
to substantive posts. When the Communal Ratio Rules are not applicable 
to them, my question is as to why Government should issue a general letter 
to all municipalities regarding communal <‘onsiderations? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question is as regaids 
ajipointments but niy learned Iriend is asking a question about nominations. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The obje ction rai.st'il by my lionourable 
fiiend is not applicable to the facts of the present case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, the point is that here the question is 
regarding appointments, and it has nothing to do with nominations. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAA8: I.et me reply to this point. Sir. The 
re]>ly has already been given by the rarliamentary Secretary that the Com- 
munal Ratio Rules do not apply to apjiointinents to local bodies. My 
question was on the point th.it a general letter was issued to all municipali- 
ties. After all, these ajiiiointmeiits are nominations, jiersons nominated to 
local bodies and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid not. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon 'hie Minister please state 
if it is not a fact that the pay and allowaui'es attached to these posts of 
offices in local bodies are not at all attractive V 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
jilease state whether it is a fact that some municipalities in making ajipoinl- 
ments show partiality in favour of some community and disfavour against 
other communities 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In resjicct of suim* bodies the answer is yes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact that Government 
do give a large amount of grants to local bodies y 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: (’an the Government say that 
they cannot enforce their request by stopping these grants? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Although Government can stop the grant, they 
cannot enforce their will lor appointments. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state if the Government are aware of the fact that he who pays 
iui the piper al^o calls for the tune? 

(No reply.) 

Wr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state in which municipalities partiality is .shown in respect of some 
community? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How can the Hon’ble Minister make 
such aspersion? 
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Mff ABDUL RASHID: Because representations have been made to the 
Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Maziimdar 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Hon’ble Minister was speaking of 
jepreHeniations : will he say from which miinicijjalities he has received 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das I have already asked Mr. Maziimdar to put 
supplementary questions. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Is it a fact that qualified members .»f 
the Muslim League get better jobs^ 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: No, that is not the case: better (jualified uitui 
get better jobs. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to consider the 
desirability of sending a modified request to the municipalities that the 
appointments in future be made according to population ratio in the 
municipalities ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: That is a useful suggestion and that will receive 
consideration. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon lie Minister be 
pleased to state whether (TOvernment intend to make their request a little 
more forceful ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: That will also receive consideration. 

Question regarding high price of fish and milk in Chittagong. 

The Hon^ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I would like to submit that the 
answer to this question was drafted on fith March, D4o, before tlie 
present 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want it to be postponed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This question is postponed. 

Shortage of milk in Calcutta. 

5. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that a serious situation has arisen in the city of 
Calcutta owing to severe shortage in the supply of fresh milk, 
greatly affecting the health of children and patients, as disclosed 
in a recent statement of the Health Officer of the Corporation of 
Calcutta ; 

(h) if the answer to part {a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, the 
Government propose to take to tackle the milk shortage problem 
in Calcutta; and 

(c) if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE, 
FORESTS and FISHERIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): (a) and 

{h) Attention of the honourable member is invited to the statement on the 
subject, made by the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 
the then Minister in charge of Agriculture, on the floor of the House on 
the 12th June, 1944. The proposal referred to therein for prohibiting the 
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use of milk for non-essential purposes was duly considered by the Govern- 
ment, but on close examination it appeared that the price of milk in Calcutta 
was high, because the cost of producing it was higli and that the supply 
was equal to, if not slightly more than, the elective demand for it. Tlie 
proposal will serve no useful purpose, as it is beyond the resources of the 
Provincial Government to finance any scneme tor utilising the milk which 
will be rendered surplus by the proposed prohibitory order. 

In the circumstances, it was decided to drop the proposal. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister bo 
pleased to state the extent of surplus milk which will be available by 
enforcing the declaration or the proposal of his predecessor 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I cannot say exactly; but it 
will be more than a thousand maunds. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the high price of milk at present is due to shortage!^ 

The Hon’hle Mr. AHMED H088AIN: It is probably due to high prices 
of cattle feed, prices of cattle and high prices of other commodities. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Have the Government thought of asking the 
Corporation or even themselves to ensure that the supply of milk to tlie 
citizens in Calcutta is pure? 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr. AHMED H088AIN: That calls for some long-term 
measures which are under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
of the report that has been submitted by one of the experts from ubjoad as 
to the percentage of water in tlie milk that is being sold in the streets of 
Calcutta ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I would ask for notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact that in the report 
it has been said that of the 250 varieties of samples that had been taken, 
each one^ of them had been found to contain water vaiying from 80 to 25 
jter cent.? 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr. AHMED H088AIN: 1 would ask 1 oj‘ notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: If that ])e a fact, because it is 
an official report, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the 1,000 
maunds surplus milk r<5;'ire(l to by him earlier cannot be absorbed' in 
making the water content a little less? ( liaiighter.) What is the amount 
of shortage here? 

Th© Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I would like to have notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The learned Minister said that 
he has already calculated that the surplus will be one thousand maunds 
and so he must be able to say what is the shortage? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Huq, that is not a question ; it is an argument. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that previously there was a request in this House that the slaughter of dry 
cattle indiscriminately in tlie municipal slaughter house of Calcutta should 
be stopped so that many of them may again be made to give milk? 

Th© Hon’bl© Mr. AHMED H088AIN: There is a scheme under the 
consideration of Government for salvaging dry cattle. 

Mr^i HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: AVill the Hon’lile Minister be pleased 
to state whAt the Government have taken to bring in cows from other 

provinces r 
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The Hon’bie Mr, AHMED H088AIN; Arrangements have been made 
wijbh the Government ot the Punjab and the Government of the United 
Provinres to get 500 and 1,000 heads ot cattle, respectively, per month. 

Slipply of foodstuff to the deficit areas in Bengal. 

6, Mr, NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge ot the 
l)et)artment ol Civil Supplies be pleased to state ii any ioodstufi; was supplied 
to the deficit areas ol JJeiigal by the Government of Bengal during (/) ihe 
year 1042, (r/.) January to March, lOW, and (in) May to September, 1043, 
respectively, to relieve distress ol the suhering peopled 

(6) If so, how much foodstuff was supplied to each district in the deficit 
areas of Bengal during these jieriodsi" 

(c) Were any free kitchens opened in (/) 1042, (u) January to March, 
1043, and {in) April to October, 1043, in any district of Bengal ‘f 

{(I) If so, how many kitchen.^ nere opened during each of these periods 
and how many in each district of Bengal and how much was spent in each 
district for the supply of food to the poor from the free kitchens? 

(c) Were any cereals and otlu‘r ic'odgrains imported into Bengal from 
(i) other Provinces of India and (//) other foreign countries, such as 
Australia, New Zealand, America or South Airiea in (1) the year 1042, (2) 
January to March, 1943, and (3) April to Octol>er, 1943, respectively? 

(/) If so, what is the total (juantity cl cereals and other foodstuff's inipoit- 
ed from (/) other Provinces of India, and (//) other foieign countries in each 
of these periods? 

{(/) Have the Government of Bengd moved through the Government of 
India Ilis Majesty’s Government in England to arrange shipping for importa- 
tion of wheat, other cereals and foodstuff’s and milk jiowder into Bengal from 
Australia, New Zealand, South and North America and South Alrica to 
relieve the acute food shortage in Bengal? If so, what is the result? If 
not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CIVIL SUPPLIES 
(the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Cofran); No; hm about 24. )(h> 

maunds of foodgrains were supplied to Midna])ore distiict foi cyclone and 
famine relief work in 1942. 

O'/), (///)» (^) ('/’/)) 0) (/) 0/) (-) (3) Yes. 

(5) Two statements showing ''Uj)])iy oi loodstuft to each district in tii© 
deficit areas of Bengal for the periods January to March, 1943, and May to 
iSeptember, 1943, resjiectively, are laid on tlie Table. Besides what have 
been noted in tbe statements about maunds and 102,000 maunds of 

foodgrains were supplied to Midiiapore district during the peiiod fiom 
January to March, 1943, and May Jo Septimiber, 1943, respectively, for 
cyclone and famine relief work. 

(c) (/), and (c) (//) (1) No. 

id) A statement ol the iiumbei of tree kitchens opened in the diffeient 
districts of Bengal during the iieriod April to October, 1943, is laid ou the 
Table. The information about costs ineurred for free kitchens in different 
districts is not a\ailablo as no separate accounts are kept for this type ot 

relief. 

if) These fio-iues are compiled bv ibe Central Government and it is under- 
stood that they'^are treated as confidential during tbe war-time conditions. 

A statmiient of figures of import on Go^ eminent account during the 
three jieiiods is laid on the lable. 

(a) The question whether foodgrains should be imported from abroaJ is 
one for the ('cntial Government to decide: they were kept fully informed ot 
the situation. 1/arge shipments of foodgrains from abroad were received 
through the good offices of the Government of India. 
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Millets (Bajra, Maize, Jowar). 

Septem- 

ber. 

21,448 

6,700 

24,002 

11,716 

16,620 

8,868 

16,000 

18,792 

16,078 

6,000 

28,832 

173,046 

August. 

5,603 

22,438 

3,048 

34,998 

62,987 

July. 

1,000 

10,000 

*640 

6,100 

16,600 

9,452 

2,836 

20,100 

10,600 

77,027 

June. 

2,600 

1,943 

*501 

4,646 

12,500 

12,600 

12,500 

'l’,500 

19,600 

6,000 

73,089 

May. 

p f-t 

ui yft e> 1 

. ! ! .' .’ 1 

4,956 

! 

Wheat. 

Septem- 

ber. 

S 8 

15,500 

. .* .* .* P . .* .' I I ! ! ! ■ 


May to 
August. 




0 

2 

1 


20,010 

26,000 

iob ',000 

80,000 

98,800 

36.000 
18.776 

2,000 

15,200 

163,600 

2,025 

80.000 

40,000 

671,411 

August. 

OpoOOOeoOOO'-fMPOOOOOpOpOOOOOO 
lOPOOOSPIMpOO'^’^OOOC^JOOpOOOOOOOO 
p 03^0) 05 lO o (N C^O O P X a »o P 0^0 w w 

cq ,«r -tiT eo o:" n -4’ la os' co o' o' »o 

133,654 

July. 

03 U5 o O O O O O X »o »o O O © O O O O io p O O O P 

OPOOO'^OOOOS O''<<OOOpO©*0<M©OpOt^ 
03 »0 CO »0 'Tf< <N (M •© -H W5 UO ^ »C O CO Tji X O o t>» o ^ 

o lo CD i> .-i' lo lo u5 o*' i ci oi i-H eo" i-T (n co x f-T in lo 

rH F- • r-< CO P— 1 

161,726 

June. 

O U5 O O 03 p O O O N © O © O O O ©©©©op©©© 
»0 © ID © © © O © © "^ © © eo © X >0 © © b* © © © p © p 
©xc0X'^x»O'>#©^©w5r*x©*-< t»^©©xco^»o^o©© 

CO o' CO rH 00 oi oT i-H ei ID (N oi -H Tf (N ! to f-T er> o *0 i-T 

IN *-< W I-H 

137,476 

May. 

p©©pxp©©©©©©©©©©©o©©<N©©©©© 

©«50©<N©‘D‘0>D©©©©©X©©©©'^COi-i©©©p 
<N W^X »-^^© <N CO CO O © « X X © CO X o^co P 

Jvl .4 p-H CO CO '-T -'t ^7 FH CO IN fH ©*' p-T CO*' 

61,700 

QC 

.2 

ft 

H 

1 

Total 

24-Pargan€W 

Nadia 

Murshidabad 

Jessore 

Khulna 

Burdwan 

Birbhum 

Bankura 

Midnapore 

Hooghly 

Howrah 

Kajshahi 

Dinajpur 

Jalpaiguri 

Darjeeling 

Kangpur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Malda 

Dacca 

Mymensingh 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Chittagong 

Tippers 

Noakhali 


N. B .- — Statement for the period from 1st January, 1943, to March, 1943, is nil. 
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as NUMBER OF FREE KITCHENS STARTED IN VARIOUS DISTRICTS DURING THI| 

PERIOD April to October, 1943. 


Burdwan 

... 219 

Fai'idpur 

... 162 

Birbhum 

... 186 

Bakarganj 

... 336 

Bankura 

... 219 

Chittagong 

... 601 

Midnapore 

... 1,407 

Tippera 

... 474 

Hooghly 

... 235 

Noakhali 

... 604 

Howrah 

90 

Rajshahi 

16 

24-Parfeana8 

... 311 

Dinajpur 

8 

Nadia 

61 

Jalpaiguri 

10 

Murshidabad 

... 194 

Rangpur 

... 223 

Jessore 

26 

Bogra 

33 

Khulna 

76 

Pabna 

29 

Dacca 

... 281 

Malda 

6 

Mymensingh 

... 110 

Darjeeling 

1 


Calcutta 

... 220 



Food Committees in the industrial areas. 

7. Mr. LATAFAT H0S8AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Depart nieiil of Civil Siip 2 )lies be pleased to state — 

(a) wliat will be the functions of the bood Committees in the industrial 

areas, such as, lianack 2 X)ie subdivision, after the introduction of 
rationing there; and 

(b) if he proposes to retain these committees to look after the interest 

of ration card holders ? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: (^r) Food Committees have 
)en abolished after introduction of rationing. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Officers in the Civil Supplies Department 

8. Mr, BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

on'ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supi^lios be jdeased to 
ate — 

(а) what is the number of officers of the Indian Civil Service, now 

employed in the Civil Supplies Department; 

(б) what is the number of officers of the Bengal Civil Service, now 

employed in this Department; 

(o) what is the number of officers of the Bengal Junior Civil Service, 
now employed in this De 2 )artment; and 

(d) what is the number of military men now working in this Depart- 
ment P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN; (a) Twenty-eight. 

(6) Forty-three (including five Bengal Civil Service officers, who are 
aiding listed posts). 

(c) One hundred and twenty-six. 

(d) Thirty-three. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that was the position on 17th October, 
1944, may we know what is the position now^ 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether all the -‘hi military officers appointed in the ('ivil Supplies Depait- 
naent are still there ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN; I do not carry all the 
names in my head. I want notice. 


Inspection of foodstuff supplied to Calcutta public. * 

9. Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of (hvil Supplies l)e pleased to state— 

(a) if his attention has been drawn to the resolution of the Calcutta 
Corporation criticising the quality of rations supplied to the 
public of Calcutta; 

(h) if his attention has been drawn to the resolution of the Calcutta 
(Corporation insisting on the right of the Calcutta Corporation 
to draw sami)les and insj>ect rations stocked in shops within the 
Miinicdjyal limits of Calcutta; and 

(r) if it is a ta(*t that (lovernment have refused to permit such inspec- 
tion of foodstuff by the officers of the Cori)oration? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Yes 


Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; May 1 know wh.\ Ihe Government 
refused permission to the Cori)oration staff to ins 2 )ect the foodstuff and tlie 
reason therefor ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 notice. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBI8H : Will the Hon’bh 
Minister please state what has ha2)pened to the fine rice of Dengal, for all 
the coarse rice is being suj)plied in Calcutta 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I am not aware of the 
fact as yet. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that there is a report in North Bengal that large (juaiitities of fine rice are 
being carried away out of the province for some other purposes? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 


Supplies of cloth. 

10. Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
oi the Department of Civil Supjdies be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
supjdies of clotli are now under the control of the Provincial Textile 
Contn)ller ? 

(h) Is it a fact that cloth was requisitioned by him for distribution during 
the Id and the Puja festivals? 

(c) How many thousands of bales were allotted for distribution in 
Calcutta? 

(d) Will he please state the names of the persons who were selected as 
distributors in Calcutta? 

(e) Is it a fact that most of the persons so selected have no previous 
experience of the trade? 
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(/} Will he please state how many of the selected distributors were in 
the cloth business during the Ixusic years 1&40-42? 

(g) Will he please state, how many of the selected distributors paid any 
income-tax on their cloth business during the basic years? 

The Hofi’Me Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) Supplies of cloth to 
Bengal are under the control of the Textile Commissioner, Bombay. 

(h) Certain varieties of cloth arriving in CMcutta and the industrial areas 
«f Calcutta were frozen and distributed during the hJ and Puja festivals. 

(c) About 4,(K)0 bales. 

(d) There were 4Gd dealers selected as retail distributors and also five 
Retail Dealers Associations who distributed through their members. It is 
not possible to give the names of all the dealei's affected. 

(e) No. 

(J) A large number (d‘ them were in cloth business during the years 1940, 
1941 and 1942. Ihstributors were selected in reference to the ]>ariicular 
requirements of particular areas. 

ig) This infonnatioji is not available in my Department. 

Mr, BIREN ROY; . With reference to answer (c)— -No, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge take it from me that there are shop-keepers who have 
not been doth dealers in Bengal and if so, is he prepared to cancel their 
ration sho])s? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Ilon'ble Minister 
please state it it is a fact that before 1942 most of the trade was in the hands 
of non-Bengalees in this city? If so, will he please try to remove this 
restriction. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Attempts are being 
made to do so. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : Is the Hon ble 

Ministei' aware that tlnue cannot be any such discrimination between 
communities and communities and lu tween the people of this ])rovince and 
other provinces? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN; No discrimination is 
being made. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hondde Ministei 
please state whether Government intend to remove this restriction or not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: As I have said already, 
attempts are being made to remove this restriction. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: If the distributV>n is 
in the hands of the Textile t'ommissioner, then what part does the Govern- 
ment of Bengal take in the distribution of cloth in this province ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Quotas are &xed by the 
Government of India and then the cloths are brought hy the Bengal Textile 
Association and then distributed to the subdivisions and then through 
retailers they are distributed to the consumers. 

Mr, BIREN ROY : Has Government any hand in controlling the Bengal 
Textile Association? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No, the quota is fixed 
by jthe Governnaent of India and the cloths are distributed by the Bengal 
Textile Association. 
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Bad quality rice in ration shops. 

11. Khan Bahadur Sheikh MD. JAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister ij; 
charge of the Department of Civil Sui)])lie8 be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the bad quality rice in ration shops wat 

sealed by the Department of Rationing for replacing the same 

eatable rice; 

(b) if so, what was the quantity of such bad quality rice; 

(c) whether it is a fact that shopkee|>ers are asked to sell the same rottei 

rice and no such rice was replaced ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that stock of rotten rice in those shops which wen 

catering to the Europeans was replaced by good quality rice; anc 

(e) if so, why the stocks of other shopkeei>ers were not replaced? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) Some rice of inferior 
quality was earmarked at appointed retailers’ shops for replacement as soon 
as the stock ix)sition jiermitied such a course. 

(h) 16,482 maunds and 38 seers of such rice were withdrawn from 
apix)inted retailers’ shops. From Government stores also 21,000 maunds of 
inferior rice were withdrawn. 

(cj No. Sho])keepers were at liberty to sell the rice earmarked for with- 
drawal but tliey were not required to do so. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Will fhc Hon’bie 
Minister please state whether this inferior rice means rice unfit for human 
consumption ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Then why are they 
inferior ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Because they are of a 
soft quality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have been requested that question No. 12 should 
be postponed. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, we may take up 
^his question, as 1 shall be able to supplement the answer by additions here 
and there. I will read the answer as it is given and then add to it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Home Guards. 

12. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister ii 
charge of the Home De})artment be pleased to state what is the total strengtl 
of the Horae Guards in Bengal? Of them, how many formations are poster 
in the district of Tippera? 

{b) What has been the total cost in the formation of the Home Guard 
in Bengal? Has any portion of this cost been borne by the Government o 
India? 

Jhe original object with which these Home Guard organisa 
wjere started?; What are their dilties and functions now? 

\ ^ ^id) Afl^jL^ese Home Guards or any of them paid? If so, what is th 
• average iroffiily of the Captain of each formation? 
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(e) Do the Government consider the desirability of abolishing the Home 
Guards as unnecessary? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Home Department): (a> About 200,000, of which 20,180 
in 671 parties are in the di«’trict of Tippera. 


Rs. 

(h) 1942-43 (Actuals) 1 57 532 

1943- 44 (Actuals) ... 7,22, GGO 

1944- 45 (Revised Estimate) ... 15,()0d)()0 

1945- 46 (Budget Estimate) ... 20,00,000 


The Government of India have agreed tr* bear one-third of the cost of the 
organisation. 

(c) The Home Guard was formed in response to a large volume of public 
opinion which demanded the (Teation of a country-wide organisation consist- 
ing of a trained and disciplined body of men to assist in preserving peace 
and order, to aid and assist evacuees and refugees, to stiffen and improve 
inorale by discounting and dis(‘rediting false rumours and in the areas more 
immediately exposed to the danger of i)ossible enemy action, to watch for 
and report to the appropriate military and civil authorities anything of a 
susj)icious nature siuh as crashed aircraft or the concentration of boats, etc. 
1C f functions and duties of the Home Guard are laid down in rule 

lb ot the Bengal Home Guard Rules of which a oopy is laid on the Table. 

(r/) Ad.jutants and Assistant Adjutants of the Bengal Home Guard are 
paid, hut (hptains, Vice-Cai)tain8 and members of the Home Guard do not 
receive any fixed pay, except only occasional block grants and special rewards 
tor acts of gallantry. 

(e) No. 
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SUitement referred to in reply to Council question No. 12. 

BENGAL HOME GUARD RULES. 

Tte functions of the Home Guard are generally to work in 
lation with other affencies. such as nolice nn.) militor.- ii,_ 


.0-ord.nation with other agenci^T srcFas and ,^nitr;^nVfr th^e 

d security. Their first duty is to create confidence 

in. 


rjieservation of peace and security 
iniong the civil population. 

countera-l the influence of false and malicious rumours, 
tending to create feelings of doubt and insecurity. 

iXTtrLfcnS.r''* 'I-” 

(«) to for a possible emergency by making known the 

ni.) • !r + taken to preserve life and property in case of 

public disturbances, dacoities and looting, air raid damage, etc.; 

pthorities concerning those who 
and panic"* i-innours or otherwise try to create civif disturbance 

<c) to ^tap' units before or on arrival in their area by helping 

stuffs of water supply and foocC 

stuBs, etc., they will also maintain eontanf w' * -^rson. 

nel m order to build up a feeling of mutu|d^Si3HEU’tI/^> ■. 
hdence, acting as guides and interpretert/y . 

tions and games, etc. ; T& i 
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(d) to carry out an organised scheme of observation and rebonnaisance 
throughout their area, and furnish information to the civil and 
military authorities concerning unusual occurrences in the locality 
{e.g., the presence of aircraft, the arrival of strangers, concen- 
trations of country boats, the arrival of ships near coastal areas, 
the movement of parties of men across country, signals by day 
or night, air raid damage, parachute landings, crashed aircraft, 
approach of enemy troops) ; 

(c) in case of the evacuation of an area, to assist the evacuees by advis- 
ing as to routes, helping food distribution, ])reventing disorder, 
preparing camps, etc. ; 

(/) in the event of air raid damage, to perform functions auxiliary to, 
or analogous with, those of the civil defence services; 

(//) in the ju'cservation of law and order and the maintenance of peace 
and security, to assist tJie |>olice in protecting the lives and 
property of tlieir fellow villagers against law-breakers and 'n 
patrolling railway lines and other lines of communication; and 
in times of disturbance or panic by their resolution and prepared- 
ness to ins})ire their neighbours with determination; 

(It) to carry out regular patrols by day and night so that the whole of 
their area may, if necessary, be kept under constant supervision: 
each member of the Home Guard will also be on the alert at all 
times and he prepared to rej)ort occurremavs of an unusual signi- 
ficant nature; and 

(V) to assist in carrying out or enforcing measures for the ])reventiou 
or relief of distress, e.g.y by the control of prices and the pro- 
tection, regulation and distribution of commodities essential to 
the life, health and well-being of the community. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I want to supplement 
this hy saying that with efl'ect from the dOth June, this year, most of the 
Home Guards lia ve been disbanded and only a skeleton staff is maintained in 
order to gmird along the railway lines, and its approximate number is about 
3 1 ', 000 . 


Release of persons detained under Defence of India Rules. 

13. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {n) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Home l)e])ai‘tment he jdeased to slate what is Ihe total number 
of persons who weie detained oi* im]>risoned undeT- tlu‘ Detenee of India Kiiles 
and Act, and have so far been released by the piesent Ministr\ since its 
assumption of office!^ How many are still detained ^ 

(h) In view of the im])roved situation in the country, do the Government 
prO])ose to release them cn nutsse 

(c) How many eases of security i>risoiiers were reviewed in the course of 
last six months and as a result of that review, how many of tliem have been 
released ? 

{(i) If answer to part (5) is in the negative, do the Government propose 
to appoint a committee consisting of some members of both the Houses 
representing different ])artie^ to review the case of the security prisoners and 
to advise Government as to what steps should be taken regarding tliemy If 
not, will Hon’ble Minister please state grounds for refusal.^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Mmister«iii 7 ehar§e pf the Home Department): (a) The figures of the persons 
detained under the UMence of India Rules or imprisoned on conviction under 
the Defence of India Act and Rules have from time to time been supplied in 
answers to questions put by different honourable members in the Bengal 

m 
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LeiriBlative ' Council. Since the promulgation of the Restnotiou and 
Detention Onlinance, 1944, orders for detention or tor coutininng detention 
were issued under the Ordinance and not under the Defence ot India Rules. 
4.11 the security prisoners have since been released. 

(/;) to (d) Do not arLse, 


Vaccination with lymphs manufactured by the Calcutta Corporation. 

14. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
:liarg€ of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state what led Government to warn citizens of Calcutta ag*ainst getting 
themselves vaccinated with lymphs manufactured at tlie Calcutta Corpora- 
tion Vaccine Laboratory!'' 

(b) Defore warning“ the citizens, did the Director of i’ublic Health or 
AnylKidy have the Corjioration lymph examined in a Government laboratory? 
tf not, why not ? 

((') Has tlie attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the Chief 
Executive Officer's statement condemning' the Government action as pub- 
lished in the local dailies on tlie Kith February, 1945? What have the 
[government got to say to tliat? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID (cn behalf of the Minister- in-charge of the 
Department of Health and Local Self-Government): (a) A report on exami- 
nation of tlie C()r])oratioii lymph from Lt.-Col. C. L. Kasricha, i.M.s., IVo- 
fessor of Kacteriology, Tropica] (School, described the four samples examined 
IS not coming up to the minimum standard laid down by the Therapeutic 
Sul)staiic(*s Act. According to him they were all approximately one-third 
this standard. Tli(‘ report was issued on the dlst January, 1945. Previous 
to this, llie Health Officer, ('alcutta Corjioratiou, liad been aciiuainled with 
file detects in the metliod of storage, etc., of lymph in his laboratory and 
asked not to usi* the same. He, however, continued to use the same, 
Go\eriinieiit had naturally no option but to warn the public that if they did 
get vaccinated with this lymph the desired immunity could not he guaranteed. 

(b) The lymph was examined by Iit.-(!ol. Pasricha at the Government 
School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta. 

(c) All rch'\ant points connected with the ((uestion w'ero discussed by the 
Secretary of the Public Health Department at a Press Conference, report 
of which duly appeared in the iiews])apers. There were no new points 
raised in the Chief Executive Officer’s statement which needed attention. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H; Will the Honble 

Minister he pleased to state wliether Government have suggested to the Cor- 
jioration any method to improve the Corporation lymph? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; 1 think so. 

Mr, BIREN ROY; Are the Govenimeiit aware that during the last 
epidemic season, after vaccination, a lot ot jiersons were attacked wdtli small- 
pox ot a mild type within four days of that vaccination? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I ask for notice. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Are the Government aw'are that the International 
L'nion or local authorities is making an investigation into the mass vaccina- 
tion and they think tliaf mass vaccination is not the only method or the best 
method of preventing small-pox? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; lam not aware of it. 


Dr. KUMUD SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether they hav<‘ asked the Corporation to refrain from using 
under-strength lymphs? 
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Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I ask for notice. ^ 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Government make any attempt 
to prevent under-strength lymphs being used.^ 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: I ask for notice. 

Female students of the Chittagong Medical School. 

15. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
whether there are any female students in the Chittagong Medical School:' 

(b) If so, what is their number in 1945 and what were their number in 
1943 and 1944, respectively. 

(c) Have the Government provided any stipends or scholarships for the 
female students in the Chittagong Medi<‘al School as has been done in cases 
of the Dacca and the Campbell Medical Schools? 

(d) If not, why not? 

(e) Has any boarding arrangement been provided for them? 

(/) If not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID (on behalf of the Minister.in^harge of the 
Department of Health and Local Self-Government): (a) Yes. 

(b) 1943—4. 

1944— 6. 

1945— 8. 

(c) and (e) No. 

(d) Administrative approval was given to the creation of one scholarship 
of Rs, 15 per mensem in each of the 4 classes. No provision (^ould, however, 
be made in the Budget for this purpose during the period of emergency. 

(/) It is not possible to make boarding arrangements for su(‘h a small 
number of students. Four female students were permitted to be admitted 
in Chittagong Medical School each year on the express condition that 
aiTangements for their lodging and escort to and from school (‘Oiild be made 
by their guardians. 

Dr. KIRON SANKAR ROY: In answer {d) it is said that “Adminis- 
trative approval was given to the creation of one scholarship of Rs. 15 
per mcnseiri in each of the 4 classes. No provision could, however, be 
made in the budget for this purpose during the period of emergency^*. 
The total monthly scholarship comes to only Rs. 60 and is it not astonish- 
ing that Government could not find this paltry sum because it was a period 
of war emergency! 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: This happened before w^e assumed office. 

Faridpur State Orphanage. 

16. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state the respective numbers of 
stewards, matrons, lady doctors, nurses, cooks, maid-servants, store-keepers, 
clerks and hel()ers who have been discharged from Faridpur State Orphanage 
between duly, 1944, and 15th February, 1945, without any previous notice? 

(b) Does h€ propose to enquire why there were so many discharges 
during the period ? 

(c) Were any charge made against the employees before discharging 
them? 
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(4) Is it' a fact that large number of inmates have also recently left 
the said orphanage? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is no arrangement for sick diet in the said 
orphanage and sick inmates are given the ordinary diet? 

(/) Will he please state the names of the Superintendent and the Steward 
of the said orphanage and their respective qualifications? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the^ 
Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Matron— <1; 
0ooks— 5; Maid-servants— 3; Store-keeper— 1 ; Helpers— 2. 

(h) No. 

(r) No formal pro(‘eedings were drawn up. 

((J) Twelve orphans have left the orphanage. 

(e) No, it is not a fact. 


if) 

Name. 

Maulvi Khalilur Rahman 
MaulviS.A.N.M.Ali Akbar 
Maulvi Ahmadulla 


(t) Superintendent, 

QualificationB. Period of employment. 


M. A., B.T., B.E.S., District Inapec- 20th June, 1944, to 4th. 
tor of Schools. July, 1945. 


Sub-Deputy Collector, honorary 
and temporary arrangement. 


5th July, 1945, to 26th 
July, 1945. 


B.Sc., B.T. 


27th July, 1945, to 8th. 
January, 1946. 


Sardar Sahib Dr. Peshora Singh Burma Medical Service, Superin* 9th January, 1946, to 4tb 

tendent, Auxiliary Government May, 1946. 

Hospital, honorary and tempo- 
rary. 


Maulvi Qolam Mowla Chou- Sub-Deputy Collector, honorary 6th May, 1946, to date, 
dhury. and temporary. 

(n) Stewards, 


Maulvi Md, Danesh 


B.A., B.T., Teacher of Zilla School. 
Left on transfer. 


5th July, 1944, to 2nd 
September, 1944. 


Maulvi Md. Ayub Ali B.A., B.T. Dificharged, vide No. 1 12th October, 1944, to 

of Question “A”; was served 23rd- December, 1944, 
with notices. 


Maulvi A. K. Moinuddin Ahmed Read up to I. A. Ex-Viceroy’s 
Choudhury. ComraiSHioned Officer (RIASC) 

in Army. 


24th December, 1944, to- 
3l8t March, 1946. 


Maulvi Fazlur Rahman 


Matriculate. Served previously as Ist April, 1946, to date. 
Superintendent of Workhouses. 


Mr, BIREN ROY: With reference to answer.s (h) and (c) does the 
Hon’ble Minister agree that it is open to these discharged personnel to* 
bring damage suits against the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The posts were all temporary and those discharged were mostly menials. 
In the case of such temporary posts no regular proceedings are required to- 
be drawn up before discharge. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Is it not against 
ordinary natural justice to discharge or dismiss people without giving 
them an opportunity to be heard? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAlZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

In the case of purely temporary posts, when the holders of such posts are 
discharged or dismissed, no proceedings need be drawn up against them 
nor is notice necessary. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: My question was 
whether or not under the ordinary natural justice a man should be given 
an opportunity to be heard before his discharge or dismissal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

That is a matter of opinion. 

Supply of cloth in rural Bengal. 

17. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: M Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Civil Supplies Im? pleased to state if he is aware 
that the supply of cloth in rural Bengal is very unsatisfactory, and that 
many districts and subdivisions are ex])eriencing great difficulties in getting 
their minimum supplies, so much so that the ])oor villagers are compelled to 
pay black-market piices? 

(/y) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ix' pleased to inake a statement showing 
the steps the (tovernment have so far tal en and propose to take in the near 
future to j’elieve the distress of the people? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: (rr) The su])])ly of cloth 
in the rural jireas is admittedly unsatisfactory owing to shortage of basic 
sup])lies. It is not a fact that districts and subdivisions are experiencing 
difficulty in getting their minimum supplies, which, by the end of June, 
in a great niajoTity of subdivisions, have beej) made u]» to the limits of the 
quota system worked out for distribution in the inufassal. The ])oor villagers 
are not com})elled to pay black-market ])7{ces and should 7iot do so. 

(b) The total (juantity of mill-made (doth produced by the Bengal Mills 
and allotted to Ihmgal from tin* surf)lus area is procured and distributed by 
a singb' agency under the control of (lovcrnmeiit. Supply is iiltiTiiately the 
concein of the tiovernment of India and the Bengal Government can do no 
more than distribute a\ailabb‘ supplies throughout a l^roviru'e on a population 
basis, as is being done. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Cannot the (xovernment of Bengal 
consider the necessity of this Province and make a proper representation 
and take active stejis to secure what is just necessary for the province? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Y ery strong re- 
presentations have been made but unfortunately all of them were turned 
down. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: If the (xovernment of India did not 
listen to the representations of this (xovernment, cannot this Government 
think of some method by which to su])ply this province with the necessary 
•cloth ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Fnfortunately this 
Province is so very helpless because we do not produce any cotton or yarn, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: So the Ministers have nothing to do. 

Rationing Officers employed under the Controller of Rationing. 

18. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
•chaige of the Civil Supplies Department l>e pleased to state — 

(a) what is the total numher ot “Rationing Officers” employed under 
the Controller of Rationing, Calcutta, and the induatrisd areas; 

(h) how many of them are Caste Hindus; 
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{c) how many of them are Muslims ; 

(d) how many of them belong to Scheduled Castes ; and 

(e) how many of them are Christians? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: (a) Fifty-one. 

ib) Twenty-five. 

(c) Twenty. 

(//) Two. 

{» Tw(j and vacant two. 

Workhouse at Char Bhadrashan. 

19. Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
ot the Department of Co-operation, Credit and llelief be pleased to state if 
he is aware that the (government have set up a workhouse at Char 
Bhadrashan in the distiict of Faridpur with a capacity of about four hundred 
inmates for relief of j)ersons rendered destitute by the famine in 1943? 

(b) Is it a fact that tin* workliouse was sujvplied wdth food by contractors 
who have all along charged the (Government on the kisis of 490 inmates? 

(r) Is it a, fact that the Subd I visional Officer, Faridpur, Sadai', visited the 
woikliouse in the third week of Noveml>er, 1944, and rei>orted that the wmrk- 
boiise was inll and innning in prot>er order? 

(r/) Is it a ta(;t that the District Magistrate and Colletdoi’, Faridpur, 
paid a suj'prise visit to insjiect the workhouse on tlie 27th Noveml>er, 1944? 

u') Is it a fact that tlie Distiict Magistrate and Collector found only 
twenty-eiglit inmat(‘s in jin* workhouse? 

{/} Do tlic (TostMiinuMit piopose to ask for an explanation from the said 
Suhdi\ isional Office) regarding the di.screparicy lietween the figure ot inmat-es 
and the nnnilver actually found hy tlie District Magistrate? 

» MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT OF CO-OPERATION, 
CREDIT AND RELIEF (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur 
/ Rahman); (o) Yes. 

ib) The contiactoj sulmiitU'd hills tor supjdv ol food on the basis of the 
nuniber of jieisons sho\Mi to be presimt in the Attendance liegister. 

<c) Ye>, on the 13th August and 27th Octcdier, 1944. TIis insjiection 
showed that it was in order. 

d) The Distiict Magistiate paid such a visit on the 26th November, 1944. 

uO Hu f ouiid 33 destit.i’cs jiresent. 

(/) A ciiiiiinal case lias been started against the persons concerned and 
the case is now ,sub judice. 

rile JJistriil Magistrate is making necessary enquiry for action against 
the Subdi visional Officer. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the name of the S. D. 0.? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I wntit 

notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What has been the fate of the criminal 
case ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I want 
notne. 

Mr. NACENDRA HATH MAHALANABI8H: Will tlie llou’ble 
Minister please state who is responsible for not being able to detect the 
fraud before? ^ 
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The Hofi’hle Khan Bahadur A. F, M. ABDUR RAHMAN; I want 
notice. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANABI8H: When the Honble 
Minister got this information did he institute an enquiry as to why the 
fraud was not detected so long? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: This 
incident happened before the present Ministry came into office. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Who are the persons against whom 
criminal case has been instituted? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I want 
notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please communicate to this House the result of the case against the Subdivi- 
sional Officer? 

The Han^ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN; I want 
notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It is a request The District 
Magistrate went to inspect the workhouse on 27th November, 1944, and it 
is now nearly two years. So, something must have been done in the 
meantime. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lie has asked for notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Government give us 
the information as soon as it is available? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the fate of the criminal case 
started against the ])er8ons? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN; This is 
also a re(iuest and I shall look into the matter an^^ if possible I shall give 
him the necessary information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; ^Hie Hon’ble Mini^^r has guarded his 
answer by saying that “If it is jmssible”. So, may I 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Because I 
have not seen tfie question. It happened during section 98 regime. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, is there no machinery in 
the Council Department by which they can send back the questions, as soon 
as a new Ministry comes into offi(‘e, to make the answers more useful and 
up-to-date ? 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The usual practice is that if the reply comes after 
the House is prorogued then the reply stands as it is but if a new Ministry 
comes into offi(!e then if the Ministry wants the replies they are sent back. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, the Council Secretary can 
refer back the replies in view of any change in the Ministry. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The files are with the administrative departments 
and so it is for them to say whether they stick to the answers already 
prepared, or not. Questions over. 
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Postal Strike. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: Sir, before, you take up the 
^ext question may I bring to your notice tlie jmive inconvenience experienced 
p 5 y members of the House in discharging their duties on account of the 
general postal strike and also the very great inconvenience being suffered by 
fthe people of this province, especially by the citizens of Calcutta? I think 
[that in this matter the local Government have their own responsibility in see- 
ing that the depleted staff are enabled to carry on their duties so far as the 
Postal Department is concerned. I want to raise this question either 
^through an adjournment of the House or by means of a short-notice question. 
If Government would agree to allow the House to discuss this matter on 
the floor of this House tliat would create a public atmospheie over this 
question of strike tliat would immediately help towards a solution of the 
difficult question that is awaiting a decision with other authorities. I want, 
Sir, that you should give us a time in the near future to discuss the matter. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 think it 
is a matter for the Government of India io make a statement on. The 
Provincial Government is not at all responsible for the Posts or Telegraphs 
Department 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Dahadur Sahib, you have missed the real 
point. The question so far as 1 have understood it is whether the 
Provincial GovernmiMit is prepared to give protection to the staff or not. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; If 

anybody wants protection he is getting it and we are not awai'e that any- 
body is being forced or coerced, at least Government are not aware of this. 
If such cases come to the notice of Government then certainly (iovernment 
will take action, 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the point 1 want to stress 
is this, that it would be a strange argument to say that when a public service 
is entrusted to the department of another Government and when public 
servants are being prevented from discharging their duties, then those 
servants will have to go to the doors of particular officers of the Provincial 
Government to seek protection, that is strange logic indeed I Here the 
service that is being prevented from being carried on is public service and 
not service to a particular individual or a private company, and, therefore, 
in this case it is the duty of the Provincial Government to see that the 
ordinary avocations of tin. servants of the Crown are attended to by them 
freely and without any let or hindrence or interference. I am not raising 
in this connection any bigger question about the necessity or justification 
of such a strike or not. My point is that the matter should be discussed 
in this House and if I am given an opportunity 1 would be able to make out 
a case that there has been a failure of duty on the part of somebody to see 
that the service is kept on continuing and not prevented from functioning 
properly. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The point is whether you want to discuss the ques- 
tion of the strike or of Government giving protection to their loyal servants 
who want to continue. If you want to discuss the question of the strike, 
then certainly it is a matter which is beyond the jurisdiction of this House, 
but if it is a question of giving protection, if it is a question of law and 
order, for which the Provincial Government are responsible, then that is 
another matter. So what is exactly your point? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: My request is to ask Govern- 
naent to furnish facts which are wfthin their jurisdiction. If I cannot raise 
the question of the strike, I will not do so, but will confine myself to the 
narrower issue which is within the jurisdiction of the Local Government. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AII 

Sir, as I have already stated Government are not at all aware that the 
has been any coercion or force used on anybody who is offering to do h 
duty, and I do not see what useful purpose such discussion will serve. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Sir, are we not entitk 
to discuss the question of the strike and suggest ways and means to enabi 
the citizens of Calcutta and Bengal to pursue their avocation, and the gret 
inconvenience the people are suffering owing to this strike F I submi 
, that the question of jurisdiction does not arise at all, and we must discm 
the inconvenience from which we are suffering so much. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have understood your point. But how can 
Provincial Ministry reply to matters that are beyond their jurisdiction F I 
is a Central subject. Whether the strike is legal or not, and what step 
are being taken by the Central Government to resolve the strike — how can 
Provincial Ministry say anything with regard to thatF That is a grea 
practical difficulty. 


Dr. K. 8. ROY: Sir, we the public here are suffering great inconve- 
nience and we do not care whether it is the Central or the Provincial 
Government that is responsible for the strike. The Ministers here may not 
take any responsibility or may shirk their responsibility and throw it on 
others, but surely this House has got every right to discuss the inconve- 
nience almost universally felt and I maintain that this Jfouse has every 
right to discuss the matter fully and from all points of view. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sii, 1 want to stiess this point 
further by saying that in an adjournment motion a ([uestion likt* this may 
be objected to on t(‘(‘hnical grounds on the ])lea that it is not the primary 
coiK'ern of the Provincial Government. Put can the Hon’ble Ministers say 
that they are not concerned with the sufferings of the people of the ])rovinceF 
Will they not be prepared to make a representation to the j)r()i)er authorities 
for the suffering and inconvenience caused as a result of the strik(‘ 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Chowdhury, what is your proiM)sal F 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, my proi^sal is that Gov- 
eiument should benevolently come forward and allot two hours for discussing 
this imjK)rtant (question, — if it is not possible by an ailjournment motion 
or by a short-notice question of full facilities being given for discmssion and 
collecting all the materials. No technical objection should stand in the 
way of having such a discussion. If it is possible to discuss the matter by 
short-notice question, we shall bring in a short-notice question. This strike 
has affected the poorer section of the community more than anybody else 
and if this strike continues for another week hundreds and thousands will 
suffer. People working here or doing business here cannot send remittances 
home where their families are staying. The postal strike has affected 
these people more than anybody else. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, we are fully aware of the situation. The Government of India are also 
aware of the situation, but the point is whether the rules of business here 
permit us to raise this question here. As regards representation suggested 
by Mr. Cbowdliury, I think the Government of India are getting reports of 
the strike and its effect and from their own sources they are getting all the 
information and I do not know what this Government can do here and 
whether it would be at all effective, because the Government of India are 
aware of the developments and they are dealing with them. I think, Sir, 
this House should not discuss this matter. 
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* Mr. PRESIDENT: But Mr. Chowdbury proposes to discuss the question 
r*f the 'suft'eriug and inconvenience of the people of the province and not the 
Strike itself, by way of a short-notice question. Are government prepared 
lo answer the short-notice question? 


! The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

iow can the Ooverniiient explain the situation when they have no material, 
^hort-notice (piestions may be answered ; but no answers will be effective 
because we are not aware of the fact, we are not dealing witli the matter, 
but the Government of India are dealing with it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You miss the point Khan Bahadur Sahib. Mr. 
Hamidul Huq Chowdhury wants to raise the question of suffering and 
inconveniences caused by Uie strike to the people of the province and not 
the strike itself. So 1 think this House is certainly competent to raise this 
matter by a short-notice ([uesion. So if supplementary questions are put are 
f^'ou prepared to answer them? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

iYell, Sir, I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, my object in bringing this 
natter before tlie House is that as the Hon’ble Minister knows, our sister 
irovince the jirovince of Bombay is not lacking in this respect. I’he Chief 
Minister of Bombay is doing all he <*ould to deal with the matter and taking 
ill tlie credit for this. The Hon’ble Minister there knows tliat the public 
)pinion is beliind him and he is doing his Iwst there. But if we do not 
,ake any ste])s here it may 1 k‘ thought that because it is a bureaucratic. Gov- 
‘rnment it is standing in the w'ay of discussing the grievance of the people 
it tlie jirovince and it is the bur(‘aucracy that is standing in tin* w'uy. That 
s tlu* ojiinion that is being held. Whether it is just or not, 1 do not know. 
I.et the r(‘])reseiitatives of this province sp(‘ak out and what is the strength 
lehind tin* claims that are being made by different paities w’e have got to 
lee. We are not to be sacrificed when the purchaser and the seller are 
iegotiating our fate. We have to see what the feeling is, what is the 
nterest involved in this matter. Therefore the Provincial Government will 
be doing itself justice, will take credit upon tlieniselves by arranging a 
liscussion on this important matter. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Huq, are you going to put only 
i short-notice question or do you projiosc to put supplcmentaries also on 
hat question? 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Only a short-notice question, 
Sir, that wdll facilitate a dicsussion of this matter. 1 am not for or against 
any questions in favour of any particular party. What 1 want is that our 
opinions be expressed and recorded. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Actually there cannot be a discussion on a short- 
aotice question. You can only elicit information. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: As far as I see the issue, there really 
must be a motion on this subject and not a question. Our views on this side 
of the House are that a special motion ought to be moved under rule 96. 
My friends on the other side say that it is within the jurisdiction of the 
Government of India. Certainly we know it. But at the same time the 
Government of India and the Governments of the provinces, they are different 
parts of the same machinery meant for the welfare of the people and when 
it appears that the people are suffering one part of the machinery certainly 
can ventilate the opinion of the people of the province and bring pressure 
upon the Government of India to give the remedy to the people. So, Sir, 
as far ae I can understand the issue, it is not to iv. iti th* rk4 
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a question. We know the sufferings; it is a patent factor. There must he 
a special debate on the subject so that the whole question may be fully 
discussed. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: In the wording of the motion you shall have to be 
careful. Only the provincial part of the responsibility will come in. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: We shall certainly have to frame the 
motion in the proper manner. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Huq, do you agree to move a special motion? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Let the Hon’ble Minister make a state- 
ment and on the basis of that statement we can have a discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not necessary. Khan Bahadur Sahib, do you agree 
to the moving of a special motion? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

If it is permissible under the rules I can have no objection. All that we can 
do is to forward the proceedings of this House and the speeches that will be 
made to the Government of India with certainly our recommendations. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chowdhury, will you give notice of a special 
motion? The admissibility of the motion will depend on how you frame it. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I shall draft the motion to-day, 
Sir, in the manner indicated and I hope, Sir, you will take a promise from 
the Government for the allotment of a day. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Tomorrow is a non-official day. You can have it. 

Delay in answering questions. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; On a ])oint of information, Sir. It will 
appear that the (questions which were answered to-day were the subject- 
matter of questions from the drd of September, 1943. Will the present 
Ministry give us some sort of an understanding to tlie effect that if we put 
<luestions they would be speedily answered, session by session? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

We shall make an attempt to answer them as quickly as possible. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Under rule 6 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure liules, I nominate — 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azizul Haque, K.c.s.i., c.i.B., 

(4) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

to the Panel of Chairmen for the current session. 

Committee of Privileges. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 120 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules a Committee of Privileges is to be constituted by election. 
Under Standing Order 19(2)(i), I therefore fix 3 p.m. on the Slst July, 1946, 
as the last hour and date for receiving nominations to the said Committee. 
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CommittM on Potitions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 84 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(3) Mr. Chai'u Chandra 8anyal, 

(4) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

as members on the Committee on Petitions tor the current financial year. 

Library Gomfnittee. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Under rule 121 of the Bengal Legislative (’oiiiicil 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Hamidnl Huq Chowdhury, 

(3) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(4) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(6) Mr. Nagendra Nalh MoholaiiahiKh, 

(6) Mrs. Labanyaprobhn Dutta, 

(7) Mr. Humayiin Z. A. Kabir, 

on the J/ibrai\> Committee for the current fimincial year. 

Mr, SYED BADRUDDUilA: Mi. President, Sir, will you please remove 
my name from the Library Commit tee^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; J^t it stand as it is nt pii^sent. I shall go through 
the list and then decide the matter. 

House Committee. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Ihider rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
I’lOcedure Pules, J nominate — 

(1) Mr. Moazzemali ^’l’.«iudliury, 

(2) Khan Bahmlur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Has, 

(4) Mr. G. E. Clarke, 

(6) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.r., 

Oh the House Committee for the current session. 

Governor’s assent to Bills. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: I have now to inform the House that the following 
Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the Bengal Ijegislature have 
been assented to by His Excellency the Governor under the provisions of 
section 76 of the Government of India Act, 1936; — 

(1) the Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members^ Emoluments) Amend- 

ment Bill, 1945, and 

(2) the Albert Victor Lepers Hospital Amendment Bill, 1946. 
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[26th JiTLV, 


Presentation of the Budget for 1946-47. 

The Hon’ble Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I rise to present to 
tlie Bengal Legislative Council the Budget Estimates for the year 1946-47. 

These estimates wei^e presented to the other House yesterday and in the 
hlatement which 1 made on that occasion I reviewed in detail the Budget 
proposals for the current year. In accordance with usual practice, copies 
of that statement have been supplied to honourable members for their 
convenience. With that statement in the hands of honourable members 1 
think it will be sulhcient if I confine my present observations to the more 
important features of the estimates. 

The House is well aware of the fact that the financial difficulties of the 
Province have by no means come to an end with the end of the war. During 
the war when provincial expenditure rose to unprecedented heights sever^ 
untapped sources of taxation were still available for exploitation. The 
Agricultural Income-tax, the Sales tax, the Motor Spirit Sales tax and the 
tax on the sale of raw jute were all levied lor the hist time during the years 
of war. It was also found possible to enhance — in some cases more than once 
— the rates of Excise duty, Betting tax. Entertainment tax, Electricity duty, 
Sales tax and Petrol tax. We have now reached a position in which hardly 
any further resources of worthwhile dimensions remain to be drawn upon. 
On the other hand a substantial decline in receipts appears to be inevitable 
under a number of heads like Excise and Petrol tax which were intlated by 
military demands during the war. 

On the expenditure side, the disabling ehects of the war on the economy 
of the Province continue to make themselves acutely felt. The circulation f 
money still lemains at a high level while consumer goods ol all kinds continue 
to be in very short supply. The inevitable result is the persistence of high 
prices which have almost brought to the breaking point the economic strain 
on people of moderate means. The complexity ol the situation is aggravated 
by the worldwide shortage of food which makes it necessary not only lo 
continue the rationing of foodgrains on a more extensive scale but also to 
take adequate precautionary measimes agamst the recurrence of Eamine. 

What may be called the “basic’’ Budget for the current year provides 
for a revenue of 32 crores and an expenditure of 42 crores so that the deficit 
on je venue account amounts to 10 crores of rupees. 

The following is a broad allocation of the revenue expenditure among 
different categories in the current year’s Budget; — 


1. Abnormal — 


Extraordinary Charges and Ean 

2. Collection of Kevenue — 

Land llevenue, Excise, Stamps, 

3. Administration- 

General Administration, Justice 

4. Interest and Pensionary Charges 


line Belief 

13 cruj-ett. 

Forest and Other Taxes 

2 crores. 

, Jails, Police and Press 

10 crores. 


2 cj'ores. 


6, Nation-building Departments — 

Irrigation, Agriculture, Industries, Education, Medical, 

Public Health and Civil Works ... ... 15 crores. 


Total ... 42 crores. 
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When I point out that the estimated expenditure under “Extraordinary 
Charges’’ for the procurement and distribution of foodgrains and textiles, 
including loss on the sale of subsidised food and the net cost of the Boat 
Construction Programme amounts to 10 crorcs; and that a further 3 crores 
has been provided under “Famine” for the relief of people in distress, the 
House will, I am sure, be able to appreciate the fact that our present 
predicament is due entirely to the abnormal circumstances arising out of the 
war. 


Among items of new expenditure for which provision has been included 
in this year’s Budget the moat important relate to the liberalisation of 
dearness concession and enhancement of pay of low-paid Government 
employees. Between them, these two measures involve a total expenditure 
of a crore and a half, spread over practically all the heads of account. I 
may add that the total Provincial Bill for the payment of dearness allowance 
mw stands at 3J crores. 


There is a number of schemes of additional expenditure under the head 
“Police”. These are designed to increase the strength of the force and to 
enhance its efficiency by providing it with up-to-date equipment. The gross 
cost of these schemes is close upon a crore but as seventy-five |>er cent, is 
cxpocled to be recovered from the Government of India by way of 
contribution, the net charge on the Provincial Budget will not exceed 25 
lakhs. An increase of a similar amount under General Administration is 
due to the provision of a fleet of 400 jeep cars and a number of aeroplanes 
for improving the touring facilities for important officials. Provision has 
been inchided in the Agriculture Budget for additional “Grow More Food” 
schemes like the distribution of seeds, manure and agricultural implements 
and also for a number of new schemes for increasing the production of 
sugarcane and potatoes. The resultant increase is of the order of half a, 
crore. In the Education Budget an extra 20 lakhs has been provided for 
the improvement of primary education and an extra 5 lakhs for the develop- 
ment of Secondary Education on sound lines. Finally, under Civil Works 
increased provision has been made for repairs to buildings which are long 
overdue and for the ])urchase of urgently needed tools and plants. 

Under tlie remaining heads the expenditure estimates for the current year 
do not materially exceed what was actually spent in the previous year. 

Outside the basic Budget of which the outline has just been furnished, 
there is what may be calh'd the “Development” Budget for the current year 
which deals with the schemes of Post-War Development designed to improve 
the living conditions and the general economic standard throughout the 
Province and thus directly or indirectly to increase the national income. 
These schemes cover every sphere of beneficent activity including irrigation 
works, development of agriculture, provision of medical facilities, production 
and distribution of electrical energy, improvement of hvsfees and execution 
of public health measures, such as anti-malaria, water supply and 
drainage schemes. The Central Government have undertaken to provide all 
M required for approved schemes of these types up to the end of 

March, 1947. In the case of productive or self-financing schemes, this 
assistance will take the form of loans, while for other schemes, grants will 
Oe made to cover the outlay. It is obvious in these circumstances that no 
1^® nnance required for Development iSchemes has to he found by 
the Province out of its own resources. 

The total jmovision made in the current year for schemes included in the 
Development Programme is 12 crores 10 lakhs, out of which 10 crores 45 
airns are ^’J^P^ded in the revenue account and the balance, representing the 
outlay of the self-financing projects, is provided under capital heads. The 



broad allocation of these provisions 
of expenditure is as follows : — 

among the more important major heads 

(1) Irrigation 

. . 1 crore 44 lakhs. 

(2) Agriculture 

1 crore 71 lakhs. 

(3) Industries 

. . 1 crore. 

(4) Medical 

. . 3 crores 81 lakhs. 

(5) Public Health 

. . 82 lakhs. 

(0) Road Development 

.. 92 lakhv. 

(7) Miscellaneous 

1 crore. 


It Ih neither passible nor necessary to refer to all the schemes comprised 
in the Development Programme in course of the present statement. I sha;ll 
therefore confine my observations to the more prominent among these schemes. 


Under Land Revenue, there is a provision of 4 lakhs for tlie 
commencement of Re visional Settlement Operations in the Sundarbaiis as a 
prelude to the lic^uidation of the Permanent Settlement. The operation ot 
the full s(*he'me of li([uidation will of course occupy a number of years and 
will cost a very large amount. 

Under “Irrigation’’ mention may be made of the Mor Project which is 
estimated to involve a total expenditure ot 4 crores 38 lakhs and for which 
a provision of TO lakhs has heeii made in the curieiit ,v^‘al . ITie scheme is 
intended to irrigate a very large area and thereby increase the outturn of 
paddy by about 44 lakhs of maunds ])er year. A provision of 30 lakhs has 
been made for the re-excavalion and improvennuO of deieliet irrigation tanks, 
thousands of which lie scaitered throughout tlie Province. These lanks, 
when properly improved, will not only provide water for irrigation purposes 
hut will also improve the facilities for pisciculture. There i.s also a provision 
of 20 lakhs for minor ])r()jects of irrigation and drainage. 

Under “Agriculture” there is provision oi 11 lakhs ioi- the 
establishment ot 20 seed multiplication farms, one of which will 1)(* set apart 
for jute and the others will be used tor jaiddy and foodgrains 1 h(‘ farms 
will enable improved seeds of departmental extraction to be distributed 
among agriculturists through seed 'Stores at Thana headquarters for the 
establishment of whi(‘h a further 11 lakhs has been ])rovided. Other 
])rovisions include 11 lakhs for the improvement of the Dacca Agricultural 
Institute, and 8 lakhs for the improvement of the Agricultural Institutes at 
Chinsura and Doulatpur and the opening of a new Agricultural Institute 
at Gaibandha. These Institutions with their expanded facilities for training 
will be able to turn out a large number of properly qualified technical 
personnel, lack of wliich at present holds up progress in most of our 
Agricultural schemes. 

Anotlier item which calls for individual mention is a provision of 58 lakhs 
tor a Live-stock Breeding enm^ Research Station at Haringhata near 
Kanchrapara. The Farm will breed high grade cattle, goats and poultry 
and will sell the animals UvS w'ell as milk and milk products while the 
Research Section will investigate up-to-date methods of cattle breeding, 
agronomy, and dairying. There is a provision of 8 lakhs for a smaller scheme 
at Kaliuipong for the breeding of siri bulls, hill goats, hill sheep and the 
inising of improved varieties of hill paddy, maize, flax and pyrethrum. 

Under “Industry” provision has been made for a number of productive 
schemes. The first of these involving an outlay of 20 lakhs is designed to 
carry out electrifleation of an area of about 2,200 vsquare miles lying within 
the triangle formed by GouriiK)re, Burdwan and Krishnagore. The object 
in view is to accelerate the industrial development of the area which is 
well-served by roads and railways. The next item is a provision of 15 lakhs, 
representing the first instalment of the Provincial Government’s share in the 



I iapital af a large scale Fertiliser Factory at Sindri in Bihar, which is being 
tarted by the Government of India. A sum of 13 lakhs has been provided 
or starting rural industrial centres on, commircial lines under a centralised 
>roduction and marketing organisation. Finally, there is - a provision of 
I lakhs for the exploitation of coastal and estuarine fisheries according to 
ijvto-date scientific and commercial methods. 

i Among other provisions under “Industries’* may be mentioned 14 lakhs 
or the development of sericulture, 8 lakhs for the ex])an8ioii of the 
)epartmcnt of Fisheries, 6 lakhs for the expansion of the textile institute, 
I lakhs each for the reorganisation of the Ceramic Institute and the Tanning 
Institute and last, but not the least in importance, 3 lakhs for a scheme of 
increased production of quinine. 

Under “Medical” the largest single provision is one of 2 crores 10 lakhs 
for the conversion of ‘23,000 emergency beds in Famine Ilelief Hospitals 
into quasi-])ermanent ones in properly equipped Auxiliary State Hosjutals in 
rural areas. There is a provision of 45 lakhs for the improvement of existing 
Hospitals. Provisions have also been made for converting the Dacca Medioal 
Kchool and the Campbell Medical School into Medical Colleges and for setting 
iij) a teni]M)rarv Medical College in the Tiuke area of (Calcutta. It is also 
projKised to start an Infectious Diseases Hospital in Calcutta, a Tuberculosis 
f^anatoriuni at Aniulia and a fully equipped Tuberculosis Hospital at 
Ivanchrapara. 

Under “Public Health” the largest single provision is one nt 5(1 hiklis 
[’or a comprehensive rural watej* sup)dy scheme designed with the object of 
unking at least two thousand additional tube wells per year. There is also 
provision of 20 lakhs for the improvement of water-sui)ply and drainage in 
rnunici])al areas. 

Under “Education”, two imi)()rtant provisions <*xist for the iinprovemenl 
)f primary education. The first is a iwovision of 20 lakhs for the improvement 
)f the prospects of primary school teachers and the second is one of 10 lakhs 
tor the training of primary school tcacher.s. There are also provisions for 
Ihe ex])ansion of post-graduate research, improvement of the engineering 
'^ourses at Shih])ur and Tadavpur, training of ex-service personnel and 
^quipjnent of Government Educational Institutions. 

Miscellaneous itepis which call for special numtion include 15 hikfis for 
he housing of ?o/.9^re-dwellers, 40 lakhs for setting U]) a provincial fire 
service and 50 lakhs for tlie purchase of sinplus military stores, Innds, 
buildings, equipment, etc., for utilisation in eonm‘etion with the D(*veloi)inent 
Programme or the current administration of nation-building activities. 

T would also draw the attention of the House to tin* provision of one 
3rore under Civil Works for the construction of Provincial highways ;mil 
major District Board roads. There is, in addition, a jjrovision of 50 lakhs 
For expenditure on national highways passing through this Province This 
charge will be borne directly by the Central Government and do(‘s not 
therefore inflate the Provincial Development Budget. 

The task which confronts us in this our first Post-war financial year is 
charged with the gravest import for the future welfare of the Province. 
During the war, while other Provinces reaped the benefit of large-scale 
industrial and commercial o|>erations based on military requirements, Bengal, 
by reason of her close proximity to the Eastern Zone of hostilities, had to 
bear the full brunt of the disrupting effects of the war on her internal 
?conomv. This was clearly reflected in the emergence of enormous deficits in 
ber Budget year after year while all other major Provinces were ]>iling u]) 
nihstantial reserves of revenue. Our most pressing and immediate problem 
IS to repair the damaged fabric* of economic life which is threatened vet 
further by the world-wide shortage of food and also, in certain localities. b> 
fi visitation of floods and natural calamities. Simultaneously, our long-term 
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budgetary plans lay down the foundation for the great works of nationai 
reconstruction which are so vitally necessary for our well-being and progress 
These are objectives on which there can be no difference of opinion betweei 
party and party and I hoi>e and trust that Government will have the solic 
support and co-operation of all sections of the House in the important and 
arfluous task which lies ahead. We are on the threshold of momentous 
develojmients and T venture to sirggest that this is undoubtedly a time whei 
parties should make a common cause of humanity and work together 
wholeheartedly for the welfare of the country. 

With these words Sir, I commend the Budget to the consideration of tin 
House. 

Laying of Ordinance. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIH H08AIN 

Sir, 1 beg tn lay before the Coumdl the Bengal Finance (Extending 
Grdinance, as recjuired under section in) of the Government c 

India Act, 1985. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourned til 
l!-16 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjoumment, 

The (’ouncil thtm adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Fridav, the 2()th July 
1946. 
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Members absent. 

The foHowinp’ meiiiln'is were ahseni from the ineetiiiff held on the 26th 
piiy, 1M6:— 

(1) Mr. Ahdulla-al-Malniuid, 

(2) Mr. YiiHuf Ali (Hiow dhin v, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Eilalii, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azizul Huq, c.i.k., 

(6) Maulaua Md. Akraiii Khan, 

(6) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, and 

(8) Mr. E. C. J. Steuart, 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


FIRST SESSION— No. 2. 


The Cou^'ClL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the ^bth July, 1946, at 2-15 p.m., being the second day 
of the first session, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of the Government of India. 
Act, 1935. 

Mr. rre.‘>ident (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Sinc.ii Roy, k.c.i.k.), was 
in the chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Medical relief and public health scheme. 

20. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Ilealth and Local Self-Government be pleased to state if the 
Government propose to launch a comprehensive medical relief and public 
healtli scheme in Bengal as early as possible with a view to making available 
to all sections of tlie rural population ot Bengal, the best Jiieasures of main- 
taining health and curing* diseases? 

MINISTER-in-charge of the DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mohamm^ Ali): The 

Bhore C^immittee has outlined a comprehensive scheme of medical relief and 
public health and the report of this Committee is now under consideration of 
tliis (toveniment in consultation with th(‘ Government of India. As an experi- 
mental measure, however, it is pn»jH)sed to give t'ftect to the scheme in the 
near future in two thanas ot tlie Brovinet*, namely, Kaliganj (Dacca) and 
Folba (Hooghly). The lesnit ot the experiment in these two tlianas will 
help this Government in arriving at a decision regarding the comprehensive 
scheme for the entire pn.viiK'e. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will the ilon’hle Minister please state 
what he really means by tin* words “in the near future’^? 1 mean wdlh defer- 
ence to the expression regarding giving ell'eci to the scheme in the near 
future in two thanas, namely, Kaliganj and Pol ha? Will it be in the year 
1946? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We have framed two 
pilot schemes and we are very shortly going to introduce these schemes in 
the two places named by me in my answer, and on the success of tliose schemes 
will depend our long-term policy. I may add that the Government of India 
hav^ convened a Conference at Delhi of all the Provincial Ministers in 
charge of Public Health to consider the recommendations of the Coirmiittee 
so that a policy on an all-India basis may be outlined by the Government of 
India. The Conference was due to he held sometime last month, but was 
l)ostponed to this month. As negotiations were going on at that time 
for setting up an interim government the Conference could not be held and 
it is likely to be held tow*ards the end of this month or in the beginning of 
the next month. On the result of the deliberations of this Conference will 
depend the success of our policy. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; I wanted to know^ whether effect would 
be given to the scheme in the year 1946, but in making the long statement 
above the Hon’ble Minister has repeated the same thing as the answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, Mr. Das, what is your question? 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have asked the Hon’ble Minister i 
tell us whether the experimental measure wull be adopted in 1946, in respec 
of Kali^anj and Polba. 

The Hon’ble Khan Baha^r MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, practically th< 
scheme has been introduced in these two places. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY (from a place which was not 
hie seat): Will the llon’ble Minister — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chowdhury, you must speak from your owe 
eeat. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I have no definite seat. 
But this will be my seat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will that be your usual seat, Ihen? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please st.ate what part of the recommendation actually requires experiment- 
ation before its success can be assured or assessed ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It refers to the com- 
bination of medical and public health activities. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : AVhat is the plan, very 
lu’iefly, whi(‘h the (Toverinnent are f^*(tin^^ t«) adoj)t as an exi)erimental measure 
in these two places)^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The plan briefly is to 
have health units and these health units will take (ihar^^'e of both public 
health and medi(;al activities. There will be a medical officer in char^re not 
only of public health activities but also of mt'dical expansion and relief to 
sufferers; that is to say, a combination of the preventive and curative 
aspects of the medical science. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Are there any Health 
Officers in the district board to do all work.^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALU The Health Officer 
is only in charo’e of the preventive side of the public health. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the IJon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the time within wffiiidi tlie I’esult of the scheme of 
medical i-elief operations under experiment will be achieved!^ How lon^T 
the experimenl Avill on before the result is established ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know 
exactly how loiij’’ the experimental scheme is in operation; but if the 
hon’ble member desires to know, I may inform him later on. 

Appointment in the Dacca Medical Collego. 

21. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY: AVill the llon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Health and Jjocal Selt-tiovei'iiment lie pleased 
to state — 

{a) if recently an advertisement was issued in the Statesiimn for seven 
appointments to be made in the Dacca Medical College; 

(h) if it is a fact that four of these posts were reserved for Muslims, two 
for Scheduled Castes and one for “Non-Muslim’’; and 

(c) if it is not a fact that the Rowlands Committee lecommended that 
highly technical posts should not be filled on a communal basis?, 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Is the Iloii’ble Minister aware that 
he qua lific^at ions recjuired for the post of Muslim caiiilidates has been 
)itthed very high with a view to shut out Miitable Mu'^lini candidates from 
ipplying^ for the post? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the 
legative. 

Mr..SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Will the llonTde Minister l)e pleased 
o state why the number of Hindu ap}M)intments are more than that of the 
luslim apjK)intinents ? Will he say how the number is fixed? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tlie number has been 
xed according to the (\)mmunal Ifalio Rules. 


S Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: My (piestion has two parts, one is 
'fH\hether Government is aware that the number of Hindu aj)pointments are 
^nore than the Muslims and the other is whether the qualification for the 
po^t is not in the opinion <»f Government unnecessarily high in order to 
pievent the appointment of a suitable Muslim. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My answer to the 
first part js in the negative. AVith regard to the second part S() far as I am 
‘a\\are excepting c(‘rtain particular posts tlie ([ualific^d ion recpiired is not^ 
pitched \ery high. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed 
to state if he is awai(‘ that the (jualificmt ion is fixed accK)rding to the Govern- 
imoit dir(H'tioii? What is lh(‘ (pialificat ion adveitistnl? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I (annot 
say exactly what is the (pialificat ion slated in th(‘ advertisement. Hut I 
saw it fiefore it was sent to tin' Rulilic Service (.Vnnmission. 

LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Hoes the answi'r (‘ov<‘r (piestions 
((/j, {!>) and (c) ? ' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Yes (crtainly it does 

If DAS: Arising out of (c), will the Hon’ble 

-Minister he jiimsed to state wliv lias not the recommendations of the Row- 
land Committee lieen accepted by th(‘ Government. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So tar as the highly 
techniial appointments are c^mctaned the recommendations of the Howlanli 
(ommittee have Wn accepted and no (ommunal Ratio Rules are followed, 
cjj., file pos^t of tne Principal Medical Gollege or the Director of the Scdiool 
ot Iropical Medicine— 1 cannot say ofl-hand which are the other posts— but 
lliese are the two posts which are excluded fiom the Communal Ratio Rules 
^U ith regard to ordinary post c.g., post, of ijrofcssorHhin of Dacca Medical 
tolJege, these jxists we do not consider to he very higlily technical posts. 

Mr NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: llavi„s regard k, the 

act that the communal ratio acts prejudicially to the selection of eligible 
.an(lid.aks, wjl] the (j-oyernmeiit .o.iMder the a.ivisability of just doing 
iv\ay with the communal ratio ^ 


The Hon'bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Apnlieation of 

leviriOe' »<’♦ ■'<1 ]'U‘jiidieiall,\ to the opjKiintineiit of 

le irable candidates. Government do not accept that view. 


Mr. BIRENDRA 

highly technical and 


KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Medical posts are 
so do they not require efficient men? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Highly technical 
posts of medical officers require technical qualification, but professors do 
not come within the description of highly technical men. 

Dr. K. 8. ROY: Does not professorship require highly technical 
experts ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not neces^rily. 
But professors who are recruited direct are excluded from the operation of 
the (Joinmiinal Ratio Rules, as I said previously in an answer to a supple- 
meniary (question. 


Dr, K. 8. ROY: Are tliere different classes of professors? Professor- 
shii)s re()iiire highly technical men and a man who is not a highly technical 
expert i.s not entitled to he a professor. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There are different 
kinds of professorships of non-technical nature and I hope that is known to 
the renowned and eminent doctor. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Is there any class of 

doctors who are not highly technical experts? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tliat, Sir, I am 
afraid, is a matter of opinion. 


Development of tank fisheries. 

22. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
tlie l)('partm(*nt ot Agriculture, I'oivsts and FivSiheries be pleased to state if 
he is awaie that Mr. Nur Alimed, m.l.c'., submitted some suggestions about 
devel()[)nient of tank fisheries in his representation to the then Governor, 
Mr. R. G. Casey? 

(h) Is it a fact that ihe District Fisheries Officer of Chittagong was asked 
by iln‘ (io\ ernmenl to report on the.se suggestions? 

(e) Is it a fact that the District Fisheries Officer of Chittagong has in hi^ 
report suggested a \t*ry feasible sehenu* lor des elf»])inent of tank, estuarine, 
and I'ivei' fisheries in (fiiittagong? 

{(J) If so, do the Government i)ropose to take any early action on these 
BUggestions ? ft so, what are they? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE, 
F0RE8T8 and FISHERIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): (a) Yes. 

{h) A report from the District Fisheries Officer, Chittagong, was obtained 
by the Director of Fisheries, Bengal. 

(r) The following suggestions were made by the District Fisheries 
Officer : — 

(/) Provision of loans to persons anxious to promote fish culture. 

(?/) Establishment of nurseries and demonstration farms. 

(Hi) Paddy-cwm-fish culture in estuarine areas. 
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(w) Provision of two moter launches for quick transport of fish. 

(v) Establishment of a fish curing yard and shark fishing centre. 

(d) (/) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

(//) Departmental Nurseries were established in the district during 1945 
from which fry was sold at cheap rate to private individuals. Similar 
nursery units have been started this year also. 

(fii) (Vrtain experiments are in progress in the Sunderban abad area, 
and on tlieir success will de'pend the extension of similar experiments else- 
where in the Province. 

(/?’) Requests from private parties will be favourably considered. 

(r) Preliminarv investigations and survey of the Chittagong coast have 
already been mad(\ It is expected that a fish curing yard will be started 
f by the next winter, but this will depend on the availability of staff. 

I may further add that Government are examining the possibilities of 
: shark fishing off the Cliitlagong coast. 


Establishment of Credit Agricole in Bengal. 

23. Mr. NUR^AHMEDs id) ill the JTon'hle Ministi^r in charge of the 
Department nf Agrit ult ur(‘, Eonsts and Fislmries l)c pleased to state whether 
the Govcrnmmit of Rimgal intends to estahlisli any ('ri'dit Agricole in Bengal 
with a vic\\ to piuchasinn- s(‘eds, manure, etc., for selling them to the culti- 
vators from i'ach ■CiUitre both on cash and cr<‘dit basis? 

{h) If not, why not? 

The Hon*ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: (r?) No. 

(h) The Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief have under 
consideration a s(dicme for the reorganisation of the IVovineia] Co-operative 
Bank as an Agricultural Credit Bank with luamdies at district headquarters, 
Huh-hranches at nn])ortant subdivisional headquarters and pay offices at 
place's of importance from the co-operative point of view. It is projiosed 
in the scheme that, whenever feasible and convenient, loans for seeds and 
manures sliould he issued to agricultural co-o])crative societies in kind or 
in the form of delivery orders o.> the seed and manure de])ots of the Agri- 
cultural Directorate. One of the Development Schemes of the Department 
of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries provides for the establishment of such 
depots at each thana headquarters of the Province. The scheme is already 
111 o]ieration, and it is hoped that by the end of 1946-47, 22i\ Hueh\h«pots 
will be functioning. Their number will be gradually increased in sueceed- 
ing y^ars, so as to have one such depot at each thana before the end of the 
year 1950-51 These two schemes l>etween them will adeijuately fulfil the 
objective of Credit Agncole’C 


Establishment of Land Utilisation Department in Bengal. 

AHMED: C/) Will the Hon’hle Minister in cliarge of the 
Department of Agrit'ulture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased tn state if the 
Government desire to establish a I>and Utilisation Department in Bengal 
principally for the following purposes : — 

(t) classification of all sorts of land for maximum yield ; 
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(ii) to draw up a programme of land improvement; 

(in) to compel the owners of land to give full effect to such programmi 
of land improvement; and 

(iv) for similar other purposes? 

(h) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: (a) No 

(h) The functions i)r()posed for the land Utilisation Department will 
overlaj) the functions of ilie existing Directorates of Agriculture and Forests. 
The creation of such a new deparlment will, iherefore, create confusion 
and he a hindraiKie, rather than a help, to the smooth working of the existing 
Directorates. Co-ordination between the two Directorates in matters relating 
to utilisation of land is secured by a technical committee already in existence. 


Decrease in the number of cattle in Bengal, 

25. Mt*. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hoii1)le Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries ]>e pleased to state whether 
it 18 a fact that the number of cattle in Bengal has much diminished during 
the last Bengal famine of 194e‘l? 

(h) If so, what is the i)ercentage of such decrease in cattle in Bengal? 

(c) Is it a fact that cultivation of land is handicapj)ed for want of plough- 
cattle in Bengal? 

(d) What measures have been taken and will be taken by the (fovern- 
nient of Bengal to im])rove tlie condition of cattle and also to make up 
deficiency in numl)er of plough-cattle? 


The Hon’b'le Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: (a) and (h) No estimate is available 
oi cattle mortality during the famine ot B)4d. It will, however, be observed 
from a statement., ])lac(‘(l on the Table, of the (‘atth* census figures of UMO 
and. 1945, that the total cattle j)opulation of the Province has decreased by 
a little over 5 p(‘r cent, between 1940 and 1945. 

(c) Although the census of 1945 shows that the number of working 
bullocks in the Province increased by about 11,000 (luring the five years 
ending 1945, it is a tact that owing to the eessation of imjwrts of plough- 
cattle from other Tb’ovinces, ])rice has gone up and cultivators are 
ex|>eriencing difficulty in buying suitable plough-cattle. In some areas 
cultivators weiv handicap])ed tor want of plough-cattle. 

(d) GovernmenI have alieady promulgated the Bengal Meat Control Order, 
P>44, and the Bengal (battle (Slaughter) (hmtrol Order, 1945, to conserve 
the cattle resources of the Province. They have also made every effort to 
secure imj>ort (juotas of plough-cattle from Bihar and milk cattle from other 
Provinces by m'gotiations with the (TO\ernments concerned. 

In order io inijuove the bretal of catlh', a large number of stud-bulls has 
l>t‘en imported from the Punjab and distributed among different centres in 
the Proviu<*e, Pin t her two s(‘hemes imduded in the Post-War l>eveloj>ment 
Plan of Bengal tor the improvement of livestock indiistiT in the Province 
have l>een sanctioned. The first one relates to the establishmenh of a Central 
Livestock Breeding and Research Station for the breeding of high grade bulls, 
and for carrying out basic research into all matters affecting the livestock 
and dairy industries. The second scheme aims at improving the condition 
of cattle by controlled breeding, and scientific management of stock. 
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St/itement referred to in reply to Question No. 23. 


Number of Cattle in Bengal according to the Live-stock Census 



1940 

AND 1945. 




A. Males. 

1940. 

1946, 

Increase/ 

decrease. 

1. 

Breeding bulls, i.e., males over 3 years 
kept or used for breeding purposes only. 

197,990 

208,663 

+ 10,673 


Working bullocks, i.e., bullocks and 
uncaatrated males over 3 years kept 
for work only. 

7,448,891 

7,460,369 

+ 11,478 


Bulls and bullocks over 3 years not in use 
for breeding or work. 

652,444 

635,026 

-17,419 

4. 

Total males over 3 years 

8,299,325 

8,304,067 

+ 4,732 


B. Females. 




1 . 

Breeding cows, i.e., cows over 3 years kept 
for breeding or milk production — 





(o) In milk 

3,257,865 

2,763,393 

-604,472 


(6) Dry 

2,518,642 

2,247,031 

-271,611 


(c) Not calved 

1,698,766 

1,621,064 

-77,702 

2. 

Cows over 3 years used for work only . . 

855,912 

949,603 

+ 93,691 

2. 

Cows over 3 years not in use for work and 
breeding purposes. 

287,270 

302,612 

+ 15,342 

4. 

Total females over 3 years 

8,618,455 

7,873,003 

-744,862 


('. Youmj stock. 




1. 

Under one year — 





(a) Male 

1,571,720 

1,518,510 

-53,210 


(6) Female 

1,489,737 

1, .367, 149 

-122,588 

2. 

1 to 3 years of ago — 





(a) Male 

1.280,144 

1,151,871 

-128,273 


(6) Female 

1,363,986 

1,191,180 

-172,806 


Total young stock 

5,705.587 

5,228,710 

-476,877 


Total cattle 

22,623,367 

21.406,370 

-1,216.997 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hob 1,1 e Minister be 
pleased to state what was the procedure followed iu tukin^,^ the cal tie census? 
Throuj^h what ag:eucy ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAINs It was done throug“h the Union 
Board clerks and the Jute Regulation staft'. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon hie Minister bo 
pleased to state whether he considers the figures for cattle given in the 
statement to be absolutely correct? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: They are taken to be correct by 
the Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What period of time ha.s been 
taken in taking this censms.^ 

The Hon’ble Mfe AHMED HOSSAINs As I have said, a quinquennium. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: No, I asked what period of time 
IS taken in taking the census r* 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: In that case I want notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
^at no Hcien title method of taking such census throughout the prr)vince of 
Bengal has been adopted 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 am not aware. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is he aware if every cattle is 
accounted for in the accounting that has been just given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Yes. 

Acquisition of the Calcutta Tramways Company, Limited, by the Calcutta 

Corporation. 

26. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government l>e pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that the Corporation of Calcutta represented to the 
Local Government the necessity of taking proper steps for amend- 
ing relevant sections of the Calcutta Municijxil Act, 1923, 
enabling them to raise tlie necessary loans for the pur})0S6 of 
ac(piiring and taking over the Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd., as 
a going concern, 

(h) if the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for not acceding to the re([iiest of the jnemier self-governing 
. institution of Beng^al in this connection; and 

(c) in the circuTustances whether Government considei the advisability of 
reconsidering the matter and taking ste|>8 for effecting the neces- 
sary amendments to the Act in question at an early date; if not, 
why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Yes. 

(h) and (a) Government acceded to the request of the Corjxiration of 
Calcutta and made a provision in the CAilcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1940, introduced in the Assembly on the 4th September, 1940. The Bill was 
declared to have lapsed. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
the reason why the Bill lapsed ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Bill was referred 
to a Select (\)mmittee and at the stage when the Select Committee was 
deliberating on the provisions of the Bill, somehow — I am not very sure 
why — the Hon’ble Speaker declared that the Bill had lapsed. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he proposes to introduce a Bill amending the Calcutta Municipal Act? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, I propose to 
introduce another Bill to amend the existing Calcutta Municipal Act but 
the provision that was included in the previous Bill may not be included in 
the proposed amending Bill. 
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OfRcial Trustee and Administrator-General of Bengal. 

27. Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge- 
of tlie Judicial and Legislative Departments be pleased to state — 

(a) if he js aware that the Official Trustee and dministrator-General of 
Bengal under special Acts of Legislature administer the estate® 
offered voluntarily or as executors of deceased testators, situated 
in India, and now especially in Bengal; 

(h) if he is aware that in large majority of eases the administration is 
carried on in consultation with or in accordance with the wishes 
and ins I ructions of the proprietors or the l>eneficiaries of the 
estates concerned, specially where delmseha and charities ar» 
pro\ided for; 

(c) if he is awai-e that from the tinancial point of view the office of the- 

Official Trustee and Administrator-General is at present seif' 
sup})orted ; 

(d) if it IS a iact that the Government is liable to meet the deficit whea 

a good number of estates are taken away or new estates do nojfe 
flow in ; 

(c) if he w’ill lay on the Table a statement showing the number of estate® 
belonging to (?) the Euro])eans, (//) the Muhammadans, and 
{ill) the Ilindus and the valuation of their assets respectively; 

(/) if he is aware that the Dejmty Official Trustee and Administrator- 
(xeneral has tendered his resignation necessitating* the appoint- 
ment of an officer in his place; 

(/y) if it is a fact that an Indian officer for the first time is going to be^ 
appointed to tin* post temporarily till a European officer i»’ 
available: and 

{fi) if the answer to jiart (//) is in the affirmative, whether Government 
consider the advisability of ai>j>ointing a competent officer from 
that coinmunity of ])r()j)riet()rs who ha]>])en to be the owners of 
the majorit\ of the estat(‘s; if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): (a) The Administrator- 

General of Bengal administers estates of dec(*ased persons Ixitli as in case of 
intestacy and when there are wilK left as the executor appointed of such will 
under the provisions of his Act (viz., sections }>, IB, ]], 14 and 25). The 
Official Trustee of Jfengal administers estates of deceased f>ersons where he 
has been appointed the sole execiit(»r and trustee under a will. He also acts 
as trustee of trusts created by voluntary settlements, deeds of transfer and' 
under Orders of tlie High Court. 

(h) As provided by rules d and 4 of the Rules framed under the 
Administrator-General’s Act, the Administrator-General generally consult® 
beneficiaries prior to undertaking the administration of estates in case of 
intestacy and ascertains their wishes regiirding the disposal of assets of 
estates under his administration. Where religious and charitable trusts are 
created under a will, a deed or settlement, tlie Administrator-General or the 
Official Trustee, as the case may be, deals wdth such trusts in accordance with 
the directions contained in the relevant will or trust deed. The wishes and 
instructions of the settlers or lieneficiaries of estates and trusts are con- 
fiidered and given effect to as far as possible in the matter of administrationn 
of estates and trusts. 

(c), (d), and (/) Yes. 
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{e) The aggregate number of estates and trusts belonging to the 
Tiuropeans, Muhammadans and Hindus is roughly as follows: — 

European. Hindu. Muslim. 

Estates in charge of the Administrator-General . . 490 244 6 

Trusts in charge of the Official Trustee . . 1,000 370 36 

It is difficult to give an accurate valuation of the assets of the estates and 
trusts belonging to Europeans, Hindus and Muslims. An idea will, however, 
be formed from a survey of the position of the to-lal assets under the heads 
of Government securities, shares, cash, house properties and zemindaries as 
enumerated below: — 

A dministrator- General. 



Stock. 

Shares. 

Securi- 

ties. 

Cash. 

House 

proper- 

ties. 

Zemin - 
daries. 

European Estates (inclusive 
of subsidiary accounts) . , 

£36-6-0 

26,397i 

Rs. 

64,06,765 

Rs. 

9,76,133 

34 

Rs. 

7,44,740 

Hindu Estates (inclusive of 
subsidiary accounts) 

Nil 

7,014 

79,17,635 

3,83,667 

92 

8,70,365 

Muslim Estates (inclusive of 
subsidiary accounts) 

Nil 

Nil 

28,700 

2,432 

Nil 

Nil 



Official Trustee. 




European Trusts (inclusive 
of subsidiary accounts) . . 

£I,27,:i08 

69,410 

3,74,83,920 

13,46,956 

98 

10,23,203 

Hindu Trusts (inclusive of 
subsidiary accounts) 

Nil 

247,141 

1,42,33,030 

8,72,139 

136 

43,200 

Muslim Trusts (inclusive of 
subsidiary accounts) 

£19,986 

631 

2,59,880 

6,469 

13 

Nil 

(//) Mr. Bhnban Mohan Mandal, Barristcr-at-liOw, huf- 

on the 

recom- 


mendation of the Public Service Commission, Bengal, been aj>]X)iiited sub- 
stantively to the i)()st of the Deputy Administrator-General and Official 
'Trustee, Bengal. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Corruption in Government offices. 

28. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the ITon'ble Minister in charge of fch3 
'Ohiet Minisicr’s l)ej)artment be i)leased to state if the attention of the 
'Govei*nnicn1 of Bengal has been drawn to the remarks of the Rowlands 
Eiujiiiry (V)mmitiee better known as Bengal Administration Enquiry Com- 
mittee in their report regarding wide prevalence of corruption in all branches 
of public administration, especially in the (Uvil Supply Department? 

{!>) If so, wdiat are the s])ecial measures that the Government of Bengal 
intend to adopt to cheek and eliminate all corruptions from all branches of 
public administration in Bengal ? 

(c) If not, w'hy not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Minister 
In charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): (o) Yes. 

(h) In pursuance of the recommendation contained in paragraph 228(i) 
of the Report only a small number of officers have been selected who are 
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authorised to issue permits and detailed instructions have been issued con- 
(eniin^ the eligibility of caiulidates for receiving? permits. A confidential 
circula'i’ covering: the points mentioned in sub-paragraphs 0?’), (in) and (ii?) 
of paragraph 228 have been issued to all concerned and orders giving effect 
10 the recommendation contained in paragraph 228(1;) have also been issued. 

The Government of India were requested to enact legislation on the lin^ 
of the recommendations contained in paragraphs 229-81 of the Rei>ort and 
the matter is presumably under their consideration in consultation with the 
Provincial Governments. As an ad interim measure, the Government of 
India have promulgated Ordinance VI of 1946. 

The various service associations were addressed on the subject of res- 
toration of the traditions of the public service mentioned in paragraph 288 
and constructive suggestions were invited. The suggestions which have 
been received are under examination. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what results have been obtained from the instructions 
already issued by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The position has 
improved greatly. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the corruption increasing? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is decreasing. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : What is the source of 
information ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The source is the 
Development Hoard of Government. 


Creation of Provincial Planning Commission and Bureau of Economic 

Statistics. 

29. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Ilon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Cdiief Minister’.s Dejiartment he pleased to slate ii the Government of Bengal 
contemplate to eieait* a Brovineial I’lanning (^uumission and a new ty])e of 
service to Iw* called Planning and Development Service and a Provincial 
Bureau ot Economic Statistics in oi’dei to carry out th(‘ I’o'^t-War Itecoiistruc- 
tion Plan and Schemes in Bengal? 

(h) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): T he honourable niembei' is 
referred to the recommendations contained in paragrajihs 47 to 57 and 62 
to 81 of the Rejxirt of the ]h’ng“al Administration b^nquiry Committee, 1944- 
4o, a co]>v of which is placed in tlu’ Library. According to these recommen- 
dations the work of develojunent is to be carried on by the several Nation 
Building Dejiartments and co-ordinated at the Centre by tlie Caliinet (com- 
mittee of Development and Dcvelo]mient Board and at the districts by the 
Distiict Gfheers with the advici’ and assistance of lo(‘al technical officers 
belonging to different departments. The present set-up of tin* (h’Vidojmient 
Organisation in this Province is based on these recommendations. It is, 
therefore, not considered now iieiessary to create a Provincial Planning 
Commission or a new Planning and De\elopment Service. It is intended to 
build up the Provincial Statistical Bureau under the Finance Depaitment 
and it is not considered necessary to have a separate Provincial Bureau of 
Economic Statistics attached to the Development Office of the Chief Minis- 
ter’s Department. 
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4.1. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have the Government accepted 
tne Rowland Committee’s report as a whole? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Hitm BIREN ROY S Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state which 
of the Histrict Officers will take up this work with the assistance and advice 
of local technical officers belonging to other departments? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable 
member will read the re])ly he will find that that is the recommendation of 
the Rowland Committee. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Has that lieen accepted? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: AVhich part of the recommenda- 
tion has been accepted by Government? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The creation of the 
Development Board. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state whether Governmeiit have accepted the entire or a part of 
the recommendations of the Rowland Committee? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice as I 
have not got full information. The answer to this may be given later by 
the Chief Minister if he considers it desiiable 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, it is the privilege of the 
House that members should get answers to their questions. Moreover, 1 
submit that the members are (Uititled to have a copy of the recommendations 
of the Rowland (iommitte(‘. Because this (piestion raises a very important 
principle and we want to know how far this Ministrv has committed them- 
selves as well as the future Government to accept the recommendations of 
the Post-War Reconstruction Rian of that Re])ort? 

The Hon’bie Khan Mahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This matter will 
receive the most earnest consideration of the Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please state if the Government has accepted that portion of the recommenda- 
tion which relates to the partition of big districts? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: L wonder how that 
question arises. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
please state what is the constitution of the proposed Development Board?* 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Without any further supplementary ques- 
tion will the Hon 'ble Minister please state whether Government have made 
up their mind as to the proposed constitution of the Development Board? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is already a 
Development Board functioning in the districts. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; May we know the composition of the Board? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It will be through 
election and the niatteT will come before the House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May we have the full report in 
regard to the scheme? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government will 

consider this question. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: When was this Development Board formed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mfa HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble ^^inister ask for notice on 
every question about which notice has already been given? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahaddr 'MOHAMMED ALI: Notice has not been 

given on that jioint. 

Manufacture of multi-vitamin tablets. 

30. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will Ihe llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Health and Local Sell-(ioverninenl b(‘ pleased to state whether 
the Government of Bengal have drawn up any scheme for the manufacture 
of multi-vitamin tablets, now imported from abroad by the Central Govern- 
ment to make up for the food deficiency in Bengal? 

{h) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; There is no scheme at 
present for the nuunifa(‘ture ol mull 1-vitamin lablets in this Brovince. The 
suggestion contained in tlie (pieslion is, however, being noted and will be 
con.sidered by the (lovernment. 

Bengal Food Crops Production Control Order, 1d44. 

31. Mr, T. B. NIMMO: Will tin* Hon’hh‘ Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries l>e jdeased to stale — 

(d) oil what areas and from what dates the Bengal Food (Tops Pro- 
duction (-bntrol Order, PM4, has lieen brought into force; 

{h) whether lists ol wasle lands and arable lands not under cultivatiou 
hav(' been ]niblished in terms of the said Order; and 

(c) ^^hat area of waste lands and arable lands not under cultivation 
has h(‘(‘n brought under lood and fodder crops as a results of the 
said Order? 

The Hcn’ble Mr, AHMED HOSSAIN: ia) din* Bengal Food Crojis Pro- 
duction (’ontrol Order, PM 1, was not hiouglit into toict‘ in anv ar(‘a of 
Bengal. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise*. 

Mr. T. B. NIMMO: Will the Hon’hh* Minister be pleased to stiiti* why 
this Fontiol Order has not been brought into force? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: It is under the examination of 
Government. 

Mr. T. B. NIMMO: Will the TTon’hle Minister be pleased to say if it 
IS a tact that there are large areas of uncultivated land in Bengal? If so, 
whether Government w\]] taki* steps to bring all those plots under 
cultivation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Government will take the matter 
into consideration. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What are the terms of this 
Bengal Food Crops Production Control Order, 1944? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: It is difficult to say what the 
Order contains. 



Mr. BIREN ROY; Tlie Control Order dates as far back as 1944. Tw( 
years have already elapsed. How long (Government will take to bring ii 
into force? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Tlie new Ministry lias come ink 
office recently and they are examining the matter. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; AVill tlie Hon'ble Minister please slate why 
this Ihmgal lAiod Production Control Order, 1944, was at all promulgated 
if it was not intended to be brought into force? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Will the honourable member 
please repeat his (jiiestion ? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; My (jueslion v as— Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to stale wh\ this ])articular Oder was at all promulgated if the 
Government hav(‘ not found it possible to bring it into force even though 
more than two years have elapsed? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: (jovemment do not say that it 
is impossible to bring it into force. The new Government is examining it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Are we to take it from the Hon’ble Minister 
[that the examination of the last two ytuirs has so far jiroduced no results at 
all ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN; 1 have nothing further to add. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Will the Hon’ble Minister give us some 
indication as to how long it will take the juesent Government to make up 
their mind one way or the other with regard to this particular Order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: As a matter of fact this Control 
Order is going to ceas(‘ on the 401 h of Sejdember. So 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleaLsed to state* whether (iovernment will bring in legislation incoiporating 
the provisions of this Older? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Will the Hon ble 

Minister la* pleased to stati* why, aftt*r the promulgation of that Order, it 
was not so long brought into force and, if he has very recently come into 
power, whether he has been able to ascertain from Government records as 
to the reasons for this inordinate delay? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN; I have already answered and I 
have nothing further to add. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Will the lion ble Minister be pleased to 
give us any indication as to what pro])Osals, if any. Government have made 
for flu* iireparation and introduefion ol an> Hill on" the lines of the principles 
laid down in the said Hengal Food Crops Production Control Order, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN; Will the honourable member 
kindly repeat, his question? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; The Hon hie Minister said some time ago 
that it was under exainiiiation and my question is, will he be pleased to give 
some indication to this House as to what measures they propose to adTipt, 
whether in the form of any Hill or in any other manner, in order to carry 
out the prinei])les Avhicli were embodied in this (bntrol Order of 1944? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Government are examining the 
Control Order and, if it is feasible to enforce the provisions of the Control 
Order, Government will bring in legislation accordingly. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; We have been told that the Government are 
kamining* it. Will they give ns some indication as to the lines on which 
be Government want to proceed. The Hon'ble Minister has just now told 
[s that he is examining whether it is feasible at all. Are we to take it that^ 
a his opinion, the Bengal Food Crops Production Control Order was not a 
easible proposition and the whole thing was a huge jokei^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 have nothing more to add. 


Emoluments and other facilities to the employees of the Chemical Industries 
in Calcutta Industrial areas. 

^ 32. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
[he Department of Comnienic, Labour and Industries be pleased to state if 
iny records are maintained about — 

(a) the number of employees ; 

(h) the amount of monthly dearness and ration allowance*; 

(c) the initial pay and grade with rates of increment; 

{(I) cheaj) (‘anteen ; and 

(c) otliei- labour welfare systems of the com])anies engaged in chemical 
industry in the ('Ulcutta Industrial areas? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Minister 
n charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries); Yes. 
nforination on all the ])oints was obtained in 1944 during the survey of the 
hemical industiN made by the La])our Commissioner's statistics staff and 
his intormation has be(‘n kept up to date. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister la* ])leased to 
■ive some indication to this Housi* as to what that information is? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Unfortunately the 
royisions of the Act (Act XIX of 11)42) of the Central Government, i.e.y 
ection 9 thereof, prohibit ihe giving out of any information collected under 
hat Act. 


Arrest of Mr. Sudhir Ranjan Buxi. 

33. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH ; Will the Hon’ble 
liiiister in charge* of thi* Home Department he jileased to state — 

(a) under what law or section Mr. vSndhir Hanjan Buxi, hrotlier of 
Sj. Satya Itanjan Buxi, was arrested on tlie 12th September, 
1944, in Barisal ; 

(h) where Mr. Buxi is now detained ; 

(c) what is his present state of health ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that his relatives are not getting any information 

whatsoever since his arrest; and 

(c) whether any information has been given to Calcutta Corporation 
where he was an employee? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Minister 
J ^arge of the Chief Minister’s Department): («) He was arrested under 
defence of India Rule 129. 

(h) to (c) As he has since been released these do not arise. 
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Cases of Yellow fever in Bengal. 

34. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will tLe 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self. 
Oovernment be pleased to state — 

(a) if there have been any rases of Yellow fever in Bengal during the 
last six months; 

(h) if so, liow many; and 

(c) what precaution the Government of Bengal have taken against 
Yellow fever attack? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; (a) No case of Yellow 
fever within the period stated has been reported. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if any 
cases have been reported just previously to the period mentioned? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 

Btudv of social science for women. 

35. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Dcpai tment be pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal 
propose to include in the (mrriculiim of all the Government and aided educa- 
tional institutions of Bengal the study of social science for women in all its 
stages of education with particular emphasis on practical works? 

(0) If not, why not? 

(c) Do the Government proiK)se to recommend to the Calcutta and Dacca 
Universitie.s to include in their curriculum such study of social science? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): {a) If by “Social Science’ 
is meant “Domestic Science”, then subjects like needlework, cookery, 
music and hygiene are included in the existing cuiTiculum for girls’ schools, 
and domestic science is a subjecd for girls for the Mntri(*ulation Examination. 
If “Social Science” is taken to mean the science of human society ami its 
problems, then “civics” is a subject for girls as well as boys in scliooL 
und colleges. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Since h 3 'pothetical questions are not allowed 
are hypothetical answers allowed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: This 
has had to be done because the question was not clear. 

Disafforestation of the Reserve Forest in Chittagong. 

36. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries l>e pleased to state if it is 
a fact that the Committee appointed by the Government of Bengal to consider 
the ipiestion of disafforestation of a part of the reserve forest in the district 
of Chittagong for colonisation purpose on a co-operative basis like the 
Badarkbali-Gbona has submitted its report long ago? 

(h) Is it a fact that the committee appointed by the Government to go 
into the question of utilisation of land for grazing and cultivation purposes 
in the reserve forest of Chittagong has also submitted its report long ago? 

(c) When were both the reports submitted to Government by the 
committees ? 
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(d) Hav^ the Govemment of Bengal taken any steps in accordance with 
the recommendations of these two committees? If not, why not? 

(e) Do the Government propose to use and utilise cultivable areas in the 
reserve forests in Bengal especially in Chittagong, for ‘*Grow More Food 
Campaign''? 

The Hofl’Me Mr. AHMED HOMAIN; (a) and (b) Yes. 

(r) In February, 1942, and April, 19^2, respectively. 

(d) No steps could be taken for giving effect to the recommendations of 
the committees as the area in question fell within the active war zone shortly 
alter the rejwits were received. The matter is now being reviewed in connec- 
tion with the long-term policy regarding land utilisation in general. 

(e) Yes, as far as practicable, with due regard to the needs of forestry. 

Ban on the Forward Bloc. 

37. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the HonTde Minister in 
chaige of the Home Department be pleased to state wliether tliere is a ban 
imposed by the Bengal (xovernment on the “Forward Bloc” organisation in 
Bengal? When was it first imposed and why? 

(h) Do the Govemment j)ropose to remove tlie ban on tlie “Forward 
Bloc” organisation in Bengal inimedialely ? If not, will the Hon’ble 
!Minist(‘r Ik^ pleased to state 1h(‘ grounds for refusal to remove the ban? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Home Department, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): 

(a) No ban was imposed by the Bengal Government on tlie “Forward Bloc”. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Was any ban imposed by the Govern- 
ment of India? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, the ban was 

imposed by the Government of India. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it a fact that the Ilon’hle the Chief 
Minister gave an undertaking the other day, some two or three days ago, 
to the demonstrators in this compound, that the ban would lie withdrawn 
very shortl}'? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware what 
undertaking, if any, the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister gave to the deinonstra- 
tci’b. If the honourable member thinks that the Chief Minister gave an 
undertaking he will certainly deal with tlie matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please stale 
if the Government of Bengal will move the Government of India to with- 
draw the ban over the Forward Bloc? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The request of the 
honourable member will be conveyed to the Hon'ble Chief Minister on his 
return from Bombay. I am afraid, I cannot make any commitment on his 
behalf. 

Lands brought under cultivation for production of food crops since 1943. 

38. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased 
to state — 

(a) what is the total area of cultivated lands and what is the total area 
of cultivable but uncultivated lands in Bengal ; 
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(b) what area of cultivable lands has been brou^^ht under cultivati( 

for production of food crops since 1946 up till now; 

(c) of the cultivated lands, how much is under jute and how much und( 

paddy; 

(d) what steps the Government are taking to make Bengal self-sufficiei 

in the matter of food-supply; 

(e) whelher the Government propose to reduce the area under jute to tl 

minimum and reduce it to half of the current year from ne^ 
sowing season ; 

(/) if not, what are the grounds for such refusal ; and 

{(/) what active steps the Government have so far adopted in the ‘‘Gro^ 
More Food^^ campaign to incre^e the cultivation of the cultivabl 
lands ; if they have any plan for any fixed period, say, five yeart 
to carry it through; if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSaAIN: (a) Total area of cultivated lam 
during 1945-46 was 28,660,500 acres and that of cultivable but uncultivated 
land was «‘1,159,880 acres, of which about 6 lakhs of acres are known to h 
uncultivable, and the rest believed to be cultivable. 

(h) No definite information is available. Total areas cultivated wdtl 
food crops, including the areas cropped more than once since 1946, are a 


follows : — 

Acres. 


1943-44 

31,671,900 


1944-45 

34,446,800 

, 

1945-46 

31,343,100 

(Fall in acreage due prirnaril; 
to drought and also to th 
want of draft animals.) 


(c) In 1945-46 the area under jute was 2,017,710 acres and under padd^ 
w’as 26,685,000 acres. 


(d) Attention of the hon’ble member is invited to the Press handout: 
issued on the subject on the 18th March, 1946, and on the 12th July, 1946 
copies of which are placed in the Library. 

(e) Jut^ acreage is regulated in accordance with the provisions of the 
Bengal Jute Regulation Act, 1940, under which it is obligatory for Govern- 
ment to consult the Jute Regulation Advisory Board constituted under section 
8 of the aforesaid Act before prescribing the acreage in any particuilar year. 
Government cannot at this stage prejudge the recommendation of the 
Advisory Board for the next year. 

(/) Does not arise. 

{g) The honourable member is referred to the re})ly to the question (d). 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR; Arising out of answer (n), will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if it is a fact that Government have no information 
about the 2^ millions of acres of land which is believed to be cultivable, but 
about which Government have no definite knowledge? 

The Hon’ble Mr, AHMED H08SAIN: Will the honourable member 
kindly repeat? 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Here in part (a) the answer says “total 
area of cultivated land during 1945-46 was 28,660,500 acres and that of 
cultivable but uncultivated land was 6,159,880 acres of which about 6 lakhs 
of acres are known, and the rest believed to be cultivable”. Now is it oniy 
a “belief” of the Government or do 'they have any definite information about 
these 3,159,880 acres of land? 
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The Hoh’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Government think that the land 
mention^ can be brought under cultivation. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it is stated in the question that **it is 
believed to be cultivable”: so it follows that Government have no definite 
information about it. Now, in view of the food shortage was it not the 
duty of the Government to ascertain definitely whether the land referred to, 
is cultivable and, if so, what steps the Government have taken to bring that 
into cultivation? ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Government think that these 
lands are cultivable. It is not believed to be cultivable. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I want to know from the Hon’ble 
Minister whether this land is actually cultivable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: According to the report of the 
Survey 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I w'ant a categorical and definite answer 
whether these 3 A million acres of land are cultivable. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Yes, it is known to be cultivable. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you substilute “known” for the word 
“believed” in the printed question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, there is a discrepancy between answers 
(a) and (/>). Tl is staled in {a) that the total area of cultivated land during 
194r)-4() was !2tS,3(>(),r)()() acres hut it is stated in (h) that the total area 
cultivated witli food crops, including the area cropped more than once in 
1940-41) is 31,343,100. Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what 
is tlie niathemafics behind it? The area ot cultivation of food crop.s has been 
shown larger tlian the total area of cultivation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I take it. Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister does 
not know the position. Tt is the privilege of the House that when members 
want information (Jovernment should supply information. But it is an 
infringement of the dignity and 2 )rivilege of the House if this sort of answer 
is forthcoming. It shows that Government stand condemned in the eyes 
of every one it they come forward with this kind of false information which 
is not worth the paper on which it is written 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: How does the question 
of false information come in? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: A nswers may be incomplete and inadequate 
and sometimes they may be inaccurate but it is disgraceful if this sort of 
false answers are given 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: The reason of the discrepancy 
may be that the land was cultivated twice and there might be two crops. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Next question. The Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, as the Hon’ble 
Minister is not here may I request you to hold up this question. I have not 
received the file nor am I acquainted with the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister should have been in the 
House. It is the duty of the Hon’ble Minister who is to answer a question 
to be present or make arrangements with his colleagues for the question 
being replied. 



64 ADJOURNMENT MOTION. [ 26 th Jxtlt, 

Th6 Hoti’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I apologize to you, 
Sir, on his behalf. This question may be answered tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right next day. 

Adjournment motion, 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have got notice of an adjournment motion from 
Mr, Haridas Madumdar which runs as follows: 

“This Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the grave situation that has arisen in 'the 
country under its altered circumstances for Jiot releasing the political 
prisoners of the province.” 

I have not yet made u}> my mind as to whetlier I shall give my consent 
to it or not. Hefore 1 do this I want to be clear on one point. 
Mr. Mazumdar, what do you mean by “altered circumstances”.^ 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; “Altered circumstances” need not 
require any ex])lanation at all. However, I am i)utting it before tlie House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; It does require an ex])lanation, because I have to 
make up m3' mind. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sii, the Constituent Assembly lias lieen 
fornuMl and the.N' are going to sit very soon and the declaration of independ- 
ence of the country is forthcoming. In th<\se circumstances these jiolitical 
prisoners who have practically fought for the independence of our country, 
who have sacrihhed so much, should not be behind the prison bars. The3" 
ought to be set free. Other provinces and the Congress provinces have 
already done so, I want a statement from the Hon'ble tlie Home Minister 
and if I am satisfied with the statement I shall feel glad to withdraw my 
motion. Otherwise I shall have no other alternative but to press it. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, the honourable 
member has tried to define the “altered circumstances”. But even accord- 
ing to his definition the circumstances have not yet altered. The reasons 
wliicli he attributes to the moving of his motion are not justified. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ; 1 am afraid, I do not accept the view of the Hon’ble 

Minister. T am therefore inclined to give 1113^ consent to this adjournment 
motion, but 1 would suggest to Mr. Haridas Mazumdar whether he is not 
prepared not to press this motion in view of the fact that the entire ques- 
tion regarding release of political prisoners ma3' be raised in course of the 
Budget discussion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, it is a very important question 
and I hope you would allow me to move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; My point was that the whole question might be 
thoroughly discussed at the time of the Budget discussion. Of course it is 
u mere suggestion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, there is one difference between the 
Budget discussion in this House and in the other House. The other House 
can express an opinion effectivel3' on the Budget. But unfortunately in our 
House we only discuss the Budget and cannot express an}' effective opinion 
upon it. Therefore, if it is the desire of this House to express an effective 
opinion on it, there is no other method open to us except by way of a motion 
or an adjournment motion and in that view, Sir, I hope that 3'ou will hold 
that motions of this nature in this House should be permitted through 
adjournment motions and not through a general discussion of the budget. 
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Mr. PAfSiDENT: I am not proposing that you should not move an 
adjournment motion but I only suggest that the question proposed to be 
raised in this motion might be discussed at the time of the general discussion 
of the Budget. In any case I give my consent to the motion. The motion 
runs as follows: — 

‘‘That this Council do adjourn its business io discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, name^, the grave situation that has arisen in 
the country under its altered circumstances for not releasing the political 
prisoners of the Province.” 

Is there any objection? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I have no objection 
to the actual discussion but the honourable member said some time ago that 
if a statement were made from the Government side he might not press liis 
adjournment motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is for the mover to decide later on. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What I said or meant was that in course 
of the discussion on this motion there will be a statement made from the 
Government side and if that statement were satisfactory I might not press 
for voting on the motion or 1 might even withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In my opinion, Sir, it is not 
urgent in this sense that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, are you objecting to the arjournnient motion, 
whatever be the reasons for such objection? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Yes, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order, those honourable members who are 
in favour of the motion will please rise in their seats. 

(The members stood and their number counted.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As more than ]•] members liave supported the 
ino'tion, the honourable member has the leave of House to move it and it 
will be taken up after the question hour on Monday. Ordinarily a discnis- 
sion of such motion may last two hours and if there are any questions to be 
answered on Monday tlie House will have to sit for more tlian two hours. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, in connection with your ruling 
fixing Monday for this subject 1 have got one matter to bring to your notice 
and to the notice of the House that there is ])ossibiliiy of a general strike 
on Monday, and, if all the transport services stop, it may not be possible 
for many members to attend the CVmncil. So Sir, it would be better to fix 
it for Tuesday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is true, Mr. Dutta, but we cannot decide qiies- 
itions on a hypothetical basis. We have got to proceed as we find things 
at present. There may be a strike; there may not be a strike. How, at 
this stage, can we frame our agenda on the basis that there will be a strike? 

Extension of time for presentation of Select Committee ^Reports. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May I have your permission, Sir, to move my 
motion which is this: Two of my Bills were referred to Select Committee 
during the time of the last Ministry. Then .section 9-1 of the Government 
of India Act, 1935 was promulgated with the result that Legislature ceased 
to function. Naturally the Select Committee could not report within the 
time allowed. So I pray for permission to move a formal motion for exten- 
sion of time. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Will you kindly do so the next day and not today? 
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ComiiMiiiioations from Covernment intimating action taken on address 

motions. 

SECRETARY (Dr. 8. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following communications 
have been received from the Government intimating the action (taken by 
them on the respective motions referred to in the said communications 
which were moved in and adopted by the Council on the 19th May, 1944, 
and 6th October, 1944, respectively, under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules: — 

1 - “GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 

Chief Minister’s Department. 

Constitution and Elections. 

No. 1737A.R. 

From S. C. CHATTERJI, Esq., Assistant Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, 

To THE SECRETARY, BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Calcutta, the 30th May, 1946. 

Subject; Address presented to the Governor by the Bengal Legislative 
Council on the subject of the manufacture and sale of salt. 

Sir, 

With reference to your memorandum No. 885/lL.C., dated the 20th 
May, 1944, I am directed to forward herewith a statement showing the 
action taken towards acceleration of salt manufacture in this province as 
envisaged in the motion. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

S. i\ CHATTERJI, 

Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


Statement. 

Under the Bengal Salt (Village Manufacture, Storage and Transport) 
Rules, 1943, promulgated by the Central Government, the villagers in the 
scheduled areas of the coastal districts of Bengal, viz., Midnapore, Howrah, 
Noakhali, 24-rarganas, Bakarganj, Chittagong and Khulna are permitted 
to manufacture salt on cottage basis without a licence and to dispose of the 
same at Government w'arehouses. In pursuance of the above rules, 11 
warehouses, 7 in Midnapore and 24-Parganas and 4 in Chittagong, 'wore 
established in 1943. With a view to accelerate production further, six 
warehouses, 3 in (3iittagong, 2 in Noakhali and 1 in Bakarganj, have been, 
established this year. Except Howrah and Khulna where production is 
reported to be poor, warehouses have now been established in all the 
scheduled districts of the province. Apart from encouraging production of 
cottage salt, the whole question of expansion of salt manufacture both on 
cottage and factory basis has since been examined by the Sait Industry 
Sub-Committee of the Industrial Survej’ Committee and in pursuance of their 
recommendations a Salt Development Officer, to explore the possibilities of 
accelerating manufacture ()f salt on factory basis to make the province self- 
sufficient in her salt requirements, wdll be appointed very soon. Further 
in order to ensure higher prices for cottagers' salt, a proposal to exempt 
cottage salt from payment of Central Excise Duty as w^ell as Bengal 
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Government's dues during the emergency period is also under the considera- 
tion of Government. As all possible action has been and is being taken 
in the direction of manufacture and flow of salt under the existing Salt 
Laws, Government do not consider it desirable to make any representation 
to the Government of India at this stage. 

2 . GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 

Chief Minister’s Department 

Constitution and Elections, 

No. 1836A.R. 

From V. 0. DUTT, Esq., b.c.s., Assistant Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal. 

To THE SECRETARY, BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Calcutta^ the 18th June^ 1946. 

Subject: Translation and publication of all proceedings of the Bengal 
Legislative Council in Bengali. 

Sir, 

I am directed to refer to your memorandum No. 1498/ IL.C., dated the 
10th October, 1944, forwarding therewith, a copy of an Address presented 
to His Excellency the Governor under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules, after a motion moved and adopted in the Bengal 
Legislative Council at its meeting held on the Oth October, 1944, and to 
say that Government regret, they are unable to implement the 
recommendation contained therein. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

V. C. DUTT, 

Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal.^* 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; The 

Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, 1940, has already been 
published in the Official Gazette. So no formal introduction seems to be 
necessary and with your permission. Sir, I would like to move a short-notice 
motion that the Bill be taken into consideration and passed on the 31st 
July, 1940. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you better formally introduce the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Is 

it necessary? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At least you should say '‘I introduce the Bill”. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: All 

right, Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

(The Bill was introduced.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the other motions, namely, for considera- 
tion and passing, I think I should give some time to the honourable members 
to put in notices of amendments if they want to do so. I suggest that the 
matter should be taken up Tuesday next, 30th July, 1946. Notices of 
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amendments both to the motion that the Bill be .taken into consideration 
and also on the clauses of the Bill should be given up to 3 p.m. on Monday^ 
Sthe 29th July. 


Address Motions. 

Mr. KUR AHMED: May 1 have your permission, Sir, to take one of 
my motions, namely, motion No. 6, out of its turn and move it first because 
it relates to the privilege of this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, you may do so. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that an Address be presented to His 
Excellency ihe (jovernor (d Bengal through the Hon’ble the President of 
ithe Bengal Legislative fV^uncil requesting His Excellency to inform His 
Majesty’s Government in Great Britain that this Council is strongly of 
opinion that a great injustice has Wen done to its legitimate rights and 
privilege by His Majesty’s Government and the British Cabinet Mission in 
India in not giving the right to the members of the Bengal Legislative' 
Council, an elected representative body, to elect members to the proposed 
Constituent Assembly for India. 

Sir. This matter relates to the privilege of the House. By the Govern- 
ment of India Act of 1935 this House was created and also the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. But it appears that this House has been ignored 
altogether by the (’abinet Mission as well as by His Majesty’s Government 
in England. ' It has not been given the right to elect members to the Consti- 
tuent Assembly whicli will frame the future constitution for India. It is 
the view of all the civilised countries of the world with the exception of a 
very few, c.//., South Africa, that there slhould W a second (diamber. It 
is found from the history of the constitution of all the civilised countries 
that there exist two Houses side by side. In England the House of Lords 
is not an elected body but in India it is an elected body. Its members aie 
elected and we fail to realise how the Cabinet Mission and His Majesty’s 
Government could ignore this elected body in not giving it the right tO' 
select members for the Constituent Assembly. We are all thankful to the 
Hon’ble President for taking up the cause of this House. He was kind 
enough to bring up the case before the Viceroy and the Government but in 
spite of his strong representation and personal interventicm nothing was 
done and the House lias been denied the most valuable privilege. We, the 
members of the House, were not consulted on this important inatter. Witk 
these few words 1 commend this motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Motion moved that an Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble tlie President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to inform His 
Majesty’s Government in Great Britain that this Council is strongly of 
opinion that a great injustice has been done to its legitimate rights and 
privilege by His Majesty’s Government and the British Cabinet Mission in 
India in not giving the right to the members of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, an elected representative body, to elect members to the proposed 
Constituent Assembly for India. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; I consider. Sir, that the grievance 
ventilated in this resolution is a very just and reasonable one. But the 
matter of regret is that it is a post mortem operation because the election 
has already taken place. However, we do not know as yet whether the 
Constituent Assembly would continue to sit and would ultimately succeed 
in framing a constitution. Nobody wishes that there should be a break- 
down. We ought not to take this matter of not allowing the Upper House 
to elect representatives to the Constituent Assembly lying down. There 
is therefore some utility in giving out our grievances. It is admitted that 
She Constituent Assembly ought to have been formed only on direct votes 
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on the principle of adult franchise. That would have been the right mode 
oi election, but to expedite the election with the consent of the political 
leaders the indirect mode of election was adopted. At least an opportunity 
..liouhl have been given to all the representative chambers to send represen- 
tatives, to elect their representatives to the Constituent Assembly. In 
framing the constitution, an important problem is bound to arise as to 
whether there should be two chambers in the constitution of the country 
or whether there should be one. Tli^^refore, it was not at all fair to ignore 
one of the elected House altogether, and I fully endorse the view expressed 
ill the resolution. On the face of it the election was made on indirect 
method; so, the highest scope ought to have l>een given to as many represen- 
tatives as possible and representatives from all shades of opinion from the 
(ountry should have been taken. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, I also rise to lend my 
‘^upport to the resolution moved by my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

J agree with the honourable the Leader of the Ojiposition that oiii's is a rather 
melancholy duty of a post-mortem examination. It is not even a post- 
mortem because in a jwst-mottem , the corpse is before you and if you operate 
upon it, certain results may ensue. In this case, even the corpse has 
vanished. 

I do not, however, share the a})prehension or shall I call it hoi)e of tlhe 
honourable the Leader of the Oppo.sition. 1 do not desiie that the ('onsti- 
tuent Assembly may fail so that this ('ouncil may get another chance. That, 
I tliink, is undesirable from more jioints of view than one. 1 wish to ]dace 
it oti record that the elections to the Constituent Assembly and the manner 
in which the Assembly has been formed are indetensibh'. Stronger ti'rms 
can in fact be used in describing it. For one thing, it seems that at the 
time of framing the ])roposals for this Constituent Assembly, it was altogadher 
forgotten that under the Government of India Act, 19^5, an Fjiper House 
in the Indian Legislatures is not analogous to the House of fjords in 
England. It is not a nominated body, nor a hereditary body. It is an 
elected body and the experienc<' of the Legislature during tin* last 8 or 9 
years has shown that tlie Lpjier House has an important function in the 
working of th(‘ constitution. 

Sir, in this connection, I may refer to the experience of some of the 
most progressive countries in the world. In spite of the differences in 
details, I am sure, there will be general agreement that th(‘ Soviet Russia 
has granted the greatest amount of freedom and electoral rights to tho 
peo])le. There also we find two Houses. The Supreme S(»viet consists of 
two dih'erent Houses with equal rights. The principle of election is^ ()f 
course different from ours. The two H(»uses are the House of Nationalities 
and the House of Soviets. Hut both are elected Houses and both have equal 
powers unlike the British, the French or the American Constitutions. 
The French Senate, as Ave all know\ is also an elective House and it has 
on more than one occasion performed a \evy useful function. Sometimes it 
has saved the constitution from being Avre<ked. Sometimes it has saved 
I ranee from facing disasters Avhich would otherwise have overwdielni(*d it. 

for the American Senate, difierent Senate Committees have become almost 
proverbial, c.r/., the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs, or on economic 
matters. The Senate Committees advise on broad issues and have often 
guided American foreign policy, American economic i)olicy, and American 
industrial policy. 

The justification of a .second House, the justification ()f a second 
Chamber can tlius be shown not only from exjKudence in India but 
idso from experience outside. Since this House is an <^lective House, the 
fact that this House was ignored is certainly to be regretted. As I said at 
the very outset, I do not for one moment desire that there should he any 
question of a second election to the Constituent Assembly. Whatever it be. 
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the Constituent Assembly has been formed. What I want is that the feel- 
ing and opinions of this House be conveyed to His Majesty’s Government 
through you. This House resents that the Constituent Assembly has been 
formed in a n)piner whi(vh is almost without any precedent so far as elec- 
tions from Legislatures are concerned. 

The British have introduced communal electorates in this country; they 
have introduced communal electorates so far as territorial constituencies are 
concerned. There is no communal electorate in local bodies in many 
areas; there is no communal electorate so far as representation of labour 
is concerned, or representation of landed interests. Representation of 
“Universities is also on a joint basis. Till now, so far as Legislatures have 
heen concerned, there has never been any question of communal electorates. 

When Sir Stafford Cripps came in 1942, tlie proposal whi(;h he made is 
known as the famous Cripps offer of April 1942, which was for a Constituent 
Assembly which would be elected by the Legislature as a whole. There was 
.at that time no question of segregating the Houses; there was no question 
of segregating the communities. This time, not only have the Houses been 
^segregated, not only have certain elected members of the Legislatures 
been deprived of the right of voting in the election to the Constituent 
Assembly wliich will shape the future constitution of India, but the 
invidious communal principle which had so long poisoned relations in 
fliis country and wliich makes for division of this country from top to 
bottom, that vicious principle has been introduced within the Legislature 
-itself. 

As 1 said at the very outset. Sir, it is not even a poat-mortem, we can 
'Only ri'cord our opinion. We do not desire tliat there siiould be another 
•ehadion to the Constituent Assembly. But what we do desire to convey with 
all the emphasis that w’e can -command is that this Constituent Assembly, 
bad as it is, defective as it is, should still frame something which will give 
India llie right to determine her own freedom and her own fate, and we 
’ho])e iliat, given goodwill on both sides even now% something may be 
.achieved; and we shall all ])ray and hope for that end. 

At the same time, as members of this House, as elected representatives of 
the jieojde, we sliall he failing in our duty if w^e do not place on record our 
condemnation of the way in which the Constituent Assembly was formed, 
file way in which the vicious communal principle wuis introduced and the 
rrights of a large section of the elei'ted representatives of the people ignored. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

f^ir, I should like to speak not on behalf of Government hut on my personal 
behalf as a member of this House. 1 associate myself wdth all that has 
fallen from my honourable friend Mr. Niir Ahmed that our House has 
been very unjustly ignored in the matter of framing the Constituent 
Ass(»mhly, that we have not been given the right of electing members to 
the Constituent Assembly and 1 think that in this matter w^e should 
-acquaint the Governor and the Viceroy and also the British Government 
about the injustice which has been done to this House in this case and 
•that, in future, in such matters this House should not be ignored. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: If this House continues! 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That is a different thing. That is all I need say and what I have said, I 
-have said on my personal behalf and not on behalf of Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Who is going to reply on behalf of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I may say on behalf of Government that the proceedings of this House on 
this matter will be forw^arded to the appropriate authorities for necessary 
oxction. 
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Mrs PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
through the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legislative Council requestw 
ing His Excell^cy to inform His Majesty’s Government in Great Britain 
that this Council is strongly of opinion that a great injustice has been done 
to its legitimate rights and privileges by His MajestyS' Government and the 
British Cabinet Mission in India in not giving the right to the members of 
the Bengal Legislative Council^ an '"elected representative body, to elect 
members to the proposed Constituent Assembly for India. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Special motion on Postal Strike. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, before you take up the 
next resolution — -a number of them are there in the name of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed — may I request him and request you, Sir, also to permit me to 
move the resolution of which I have given notice!^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, do you agree? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir, I have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Chowdhury. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
view of tlie great inconvenience and hardship caused to the public of this 
province by the strike of the Postal and Telegraph and Teleplione employees 
of the Province thereby causing serious dislocation in the communications, 
this Council urges on the (lovernment of Bengal to rejuestmt to the 
Government of India the necessity of an immediate settlement of the strike 
and restoration of the normal services. 

Sir, my object in moving the resolution before the House is to foouss 
puldic attention of the Province to the enormous inconvenience that is 
being felt by all throughout the length and breadth of the Province due 
to the strike that was started more than ten days ago. It is not my 
purpose at this stage to create any difficulty in the delicate negotations 
that are going on at present or that are about to go on in Bombay and 
Delhi, but still it seems to me that the ])iiblic interests in this 

matter are practically not being represented. It is being treated as an 
ordinary strike by labourers against an industrial concern. The particular 
importance of the particular strike is that this is a strike that 

is going on against the employers, tlie State, and the employees are the 
labourers. It is true that collective bargaining lias been lecognised all 
throughout the world in the matter of enforcing the rights of labourers 
against industrial concerns or combines. But, how far that 
principle is applicable to employment by the State is yet to be finally 

decided. There is a theory where it is said that private litigation or 

dispute should be allowed to be settled between tin' individuals (Mincerned. 
But it is absurd to think that when emiiloyees go on a strike against their 
employers they should be allowed to take the law into their own 
hands and force their rights. The suggestion is that there should lie a 
Tribunal and whenever there is any disjmte or gri(‘vance between any 
individual or group of individuals that Tribunal should be in a position 
to decide the rights and the duties of the persons concerned, 
and such decision should be made binding on them. Tliis sliould he 
particularly followed in the case of State employment. However that be, 
my purpose in moving this resolution is to emphasise upon the sfrikers 
and to bring to their notice that the interests of the country should not 
be forgotten in their own interests alone. It is well known that postal, 
telegraph and telephone services are extremely costly. A letter weighing 
half a tola requires 6 pice to be carried from one part of the 
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country to another. This is costly already and may be made costlier still 
because tlie strike will be adding a heavy burden on the people of the 
country, because in this tax all classes of people are almost equally 
involved. It is not a tax which only the rich pay but it must be shared 
by the ])eople alike. At the same time the interest of the people of the 
Province should not be forgotten. It is essential that the method 
followed should be brought to an end, namely, to suspend all the essential 
services of the country. There is a serious attempt going on to stop 
all the essential parts of the service and it will be a calamity if these 
services are stopped in this organised w'ay — there will be a total break- 
down. This, I submit, is entirely wrong on the part of the labour 
organisers. If organised labour have just cause, that cause should by all 
means be achieved, but it should be by constitutional means without serious 
detriment to the people at large. It is entirely wrong to adopt measures 
of coercion, and force a decision favourable to them. I do not say that 
justice should not be done io them but at the same time it should not bo 
forgotten that the suspension of all work would mean deadlock and disaster. 
We must avoid that and my object in bringing this motion is not to create 
<Tifhculti(‘s or lo prevent labour from getting its proper emoluments. I do 
not want to 7‘aise any controversial matter when negotiations are going on 
for a compromise; but I em])hasise the ])oint that the strike should terminate 
as soon as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot ion moved : that in view of the great 
inconvenience and hardship caused to the public of this Province by the 
sti’ike of the Postal and Telegraph and TeIe})hone em])loyees ot the Province 
thereby causing serious dislocation in the communications, this (Wncil 
urges on llie (btvernmeiit of Bengal to represent to the Governnient of India 
the necesslt^ of an immediate settlement of the strike and restoration of 
the normal sc'rvices. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, I rise to supi)ort the motion now belore the 
House. 1 do not want to sa\ anything about the strike itself. But 
because we are iill suffering great inconvein'ence — we cannot telephone,, 
we cannot send letters oi' telegiums — I think it would be much better if 
theri' were a gmieral holiday in ( alcutta, and all offices and business 
concerns closed, and let the strikers do what they like. At the same time 
there is no reason why we, as a representative body, should not take 
action in bringing to the notice of the (jovernment of India the incon- 
venience suffeied by the ])eople. We all know what is going on. we all 
know what the (lovernment of India is doing and what the Director- 
General of Post and Teh'grajihs is doing, but so far there is no definite 
result. We do not know the date when this strike will come 
to an end. In the meantime the whole communication ot the Province 
is in a com])lete chaos. So we think it would he a very good thing if you. 
Sir, eaii i)os.sibl\ get a repre.sentatioii through — 1 do not know by what 
means as (‘verv means of (amimunii'ation is sto])ped — by aeroplane, I 
snp])ose,— to the ;Goveriimeiit ot India. 1 liojie that this will be done as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, 1 rise to support the motion of 
my friend ^Ir. Hamidul Huq Ghowdluiry. No doubt the service concerned 
is under the direct control of the Government of India. But it is of a 
nature wdiieh affects the ])oor and the rich alike. It is an essential service 
and so the iioor and rich have both been affected tliroughout 
the country. M’e cannot approach the (Vntial Government direct but we 
can ask the Government of the Province to intervene and put the necessary 
pressure upon the Government of India to have the matter settled. 
No doubt, as lias been already said, tlirougliout the world labour is 
organised and, as has been very aptly stated, labour lias the right to 
organise, but, at the same time, labour has to consider wlietber its demands 
are reasonable or not, particularly where it is a case between the State and 
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the employees when they are engaged in an essential service. There the 
matter is of vital importance. At the same time we should not shut our 
eyes to the fact that this desire on the part of the employees in all other 
walks of life also is growing and there is also the desire to spread the strike 
to other spheres of activities. In that case nobody knows what would be 
the ultimate result. So far as the attitude of the Congress in this matter 
is concerned, the message of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, tlie President of the 
Indian National Congress, is quite explicit. He has drawn the attention of 
the employees to the far-reaching consequence of the strike as the interest 
of the ])eople of the country in general is concerned. He has been very care- 
ful in his message, and 1 think, if any one read through his message, he 
will find that he has given instructiotis to the strikers to have good- 
will between the em])loyers and the employees. Tlie strikers should not 
forget that they are serving the people of the country. Of course it 
sliould be our primary concern to see that they get pro])er, ade(]uate and 
leaNonable remuneration, jjaiticularly the employees of the lower grades. 
Eniploy(‘es in the higher grades get good salaries, but it is the poorer 
section of the employees who really suffer and they ought to get full 
consideration and sympathy from tlie public as well as from the State. 
Pandit Nehru has said tliat the interest of the peoide in general cannot 
he overlooked. As to the inconvenience and suftering caused to the 
])eople, it is the personal experience of ever\ one in the country and 1 
net'd not dilate upon this point. Personal sufferings of the ])ei)ple in 
general are beyond words and they are suffering irre])arable losses due to 
the fact that they cannot find any redress at all. Jt is a matter which 
lequiH'S a spe(‘dy selilement for the normal restoiation of services. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. 1 Resident, Sii', so far es I lie ri'solutiou 
of Mr. llamidul Hik] Cho\\dliury is concerned, I wlude-hearledly su])pori 
it, and, if lie had only moved his residuiion williout a speoidi, I would not 
have felt called iqion to siieak. In fact, I infended not to speak on this 
motion hecau.se I lioped that it would he one in whi(di there will Ix' no contro- 
versy at all. Unfortunately, in the course of his speech, the mover made 
one or two remarks which should not be allowed to go unchallenged. 

Every one is agreed that so far as tlie essential services are c'onc-erned 
they ought to he maintained. The sufferings whiidi have been imposed 
upon the ])ublic on account of tlie postal strike are insufferable. Govern- 
ment have not suffered so much. My honourable friend on my left asked 
as to liow we were going to convey this resolution to the Governmoiit of 
India. 1 think, Sir, he (Mr. Morgan) knows that the Govi'niiiient jiost is 
being carried either by the courier seuwice or by air and there is regular 
transmission of Government dak. It is only private individuals and busi- 
ness concerns wbo are suffering. If there is a resolution in this House, you 
are only to send it to tihe Government House liere and the Governor or his 
will see that it reaches the proper quarters. Government are not 
suffering. It is we wUo are suffering. Therefore, Sir, the urgency for 
settlement, the desire for a settlement, is far greater in our case than seems 
to be with the Government. 

Mliere I differ from my honourable friend Mr. Hamidul Hiiq Chowdhury 
is with regard to the right to strike to obtain higher emoluments; the right 
of the employees to demand a decent standard of life. He stated in liis 
speech that the postal service is an essential service, that it is a public utility 
service and, since the public will have to pay either through direct taxation 
or through indirect taxation, therefore tlie emoluments should not be such 
as will impose any undue burden upon the public. With that general 
principle 1 have no quarrel. Where 1 differ from him is that the public 
have no right to demand that the workers shall work under conditions which 
are almost unbearable. The wages which are being paid to-day are shame- 
ful. I think no civilized Government could place them before the public 
and not be ashamed of them. Wages are Rs. 12 or Rs. 15 in a city like 
Calcutta. With dearness allowance they probably come up to Rs. 40! 
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One of my lionourable friends on the left suggests a higher figure. Then 
may be a higher figure in certain cases. Even that figure is too low 
I am spealfing with knowledge because I have dealt with some of thest 
questions. 1 can tell you that in the case of some of these public utility 
services, Rs. 38 is the total emoluments which the Government give by wa\ 
of cash payment and payment in kind. The total emoluments by cash pay- 
ment and payment in kind including all kinds of concessions like cheay 
houses or cheap grain shops and other facilities come to Rs. 38 in all ! And 
I ask by honourable friend on my left to consider whether Rs. 38 is enougL 
for a man and his family in a city like Calcutta ! 

Therefore, when it is said that the public services, the public utility 
services, should not demand anything which imposed any burden upon th< 
public, it is equally incumbent upon llie public to see that there is no sweat- 
ing of labour. I think. Sir, that the public, none of us, have any right to 
demand that the labourers shall starve so that we can have cheap post-cards 
or cheap travel. If, in order to meet the legitimate pay bill, taxes have to 
be increased, rates and fares have to be increased, the public ought to make 
up their mind that they will face that increased bill. In our country there 
is too often talk of retrenchment. In my opinion, there is not much room 
for retrenchment when the whcde budget is <‘onsidered. In fact, there will 
be an expansion in the budget as soon as we give adequate human living 
wages to the lowest ])aid staff. It is not a case of retrenchment. It is a 
case of redistribution of the total iiational assets. 

Today a handful of jMU’sons get very high wages but the vast multitude 
get far too little. Since we want to give them adequate human wages, 
ihere should he no (luestion of retrenchment at all. One rupee increase in 
the lower scales means far more than having 10 heads of departments. 
Reductioji in the salary of the heads of the departments is not going to hel]: 
us v(‘]y mucli tliough it is going to hel]) a little. Not very much, hecausf 
the total amount saved will not he large. A little, because it will serve a.- 
an example and also narrow tlie diffeience hetween the top most and thi 
lowest grade. The labourers have a right to demand a living wage. Foi 
that, they are entitled to us(‘ whatever weapons are tliere at their command. 
I am afraid, I have to differ from my honourahle friend, the mover of this 
resolution. 

I would further submit, Sir, that organised labour has always expressed 
its willingness to submit its case for arbitration or .adjudication. Wherever 
questions have been referred to adjudication in time, whenever they have 
been referred to arbitration in time, these questions have been settled more 
or less amicably and in fact. Sir, it seems to me that the proper methods to 
be adopted by Government to-day ought to be the setting up of some perma- 
nent machinery, permanent conciliatory machinery, on the lines of the 
machinery set up in England and ebsewhere, which will deal with industrial 
disputes, especially in the <*ase of disputes which concern the^ vital services. 
If some such machinery is set up permanently for dealing with these ques- 
tions as soon as they crop up and before the damage is done, I think. Sir, 
much of the hardships of the iniblic will be avoided. 

I said a moment ago that I am speaking from knowledge as I had some- 
thing to do with the notice about the All-India Railway Strike. In fact 
I had the })rivilege of moving the motion for the notice of the strike, and 
Avhen we came to a settlement again I had the privilege of moving the 
motion. There was conciliation and settlement at least for the time being. 
We feel that if conce.ssions were made in time the thing would not have 
gone so far. (lovernment's ])olicy is always too late and too little. If, 
however, there is some permanent machinery and I w'ould again and again 
request that it W conveyed to the Government of India that the only 
method, the only remedy, for dealing with this kind of question is the 
setting up of a permanent ma(*hinery, conciliatory machinery for arbitration 
and if that body is really impartial and permanent I have no doubt that 
organised labour will submit to the findings of that body. 
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I will conclude by saying that whenever there is a strike of any kind, 
or any action by organised labour, organised labour knows that it can 
succeed only if it can win the sympathy of the public. Labour has no 
other weapon or force behind it except public sympathy and no strike can^ 
succeed unless it has public sympathy behind it. Sv that the amount of 
success that the postal strike has achieved — I am offering no comments on> 
the inconvenience indicated in the ^notion — and whatever suc(‘ess has been 
achieved by them is due to public sympathy. In the case of the possible- 
niilway strike also the same was the <*ase. Therefore, if we have an 
impartial machinery to deal with industrial strikes and disputes I am suro 
organized labour will submit to the findings of that impartial machinery, 
for they know that if they do not accept the findings of a machinery of that 
type they will not be able to expect public sympathy for otherwise they 
cannot hope to win. I conclude by supporting the motion and expressing 
the hope that there may be a speedy settlement of the question whi(‘h has 
already been allowed to be dragged too long and the sooner it is settled the* 
better for the public and all concerned. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, my leader has made (luite clear the* 
view point of the Congress Party and I need not add anything more except 
to draw the attention of the Provincial (lovernment to a matter which has- 
appeared in today’s papers, that the strikers, employees of the (feneml 
Post Office, are not getting their ])roper supplies of ration. I would like 
to request the Government that these i>eople should not be deprived of their 
rations and some arrangements must be made so that they get their rations 
in time. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN:; 

As is usual in the case of resolutions on matt(‘rs which are not ])rimarily 
the concern of the Provincial Government we will forward the ])roceedingfv 
of the debate for transmission to authorities which are really concerned 
with the resolution and at tlie sanu* time we must say, as 1 hav(‘ alnnidy 
promised, we wall add that it is absolutely correct that peo])le of this- 
country of all classes are passing through great incon vcmience on account 
of the practical suspension of communications of all kinds. These are all 
that I may add. 

A remark has been made about the supply of ration. I am not in a posi- 
tion to say anything in regard to this matter as it is a new matter and was^ 
not expected, and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Food is not here at 
present. But if the honourable member will please see my colleague in his 
office, I am sure, he will tell him wdiat he can do in the matter. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. The- 
proceedings of today’s debate will be forwarded to the proper (|uarters but 
generally it takes a long time to get the proceedings ready, and if they are 
to be forwarded after the proceedings are ready then it will be several 
months, when all the urgency of the motion will have been lost. There- 
fore, 1 suggest that the motion may be forwarded today, simply that such 
a motion has been unanimously passed today by the Bengal Tjegislative 
Council. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Well, Sir, I have no objection to that. Only the resolution will be forward- 
ed to the Government of India with the intimation that this resolution has 
been unanimously passed by the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Chowdhury^ do you propo.se to reply? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Sir, I liave not much to say in 
reply except with regard to some remarks made by my friend Mr. Humayun 
Kabir. He said that I have introduced in ray speech something with which 
he disagrees, I want to make it clear that I do not stand in the way of the^ 
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postal men going on strike for bettering their pay and allowances. I do 
not say that the emoluments paid to the Bombay postal peons are sufficient 
or insufficient: I have not said that Rs. 05 paid in Poona is sufficient or 
insufficient. But what I -say is that the people and especially the poorer 
eection has been hard hit by this strike. I speak on belialf of these peOple. 
It has been represented that there are two parties to this controversy. It 
Las been said tliat the people are greatly inconvenienced on account of the 
stoppage of telegraphic communication and postal coniinunication and they 
.are suffering greatly on this account and they are greatly suffering on account 
of fins organised way of stopping work. The postal workers are well 
organised and it is very good that they are well organised. But they sliouM 
not use their organisation for coercion. Coercion and force should be object- 
ed to by everybody. J think Mr. Humayun Kabir agrees that the total 
stop})age of essential service will mean a blow to the everyday life of tin' 
people. There should be an unhindered play of the everyday life of the people. 
We are told that a part of the telephone service is working — that a part ot the 
telegra])hi(; smwice is working — that the aeroplane mail service is working. 
But our experience is otherwise. We do not know which ])art is working 
and which is not. I do not object to the strike itself but we certainly 
object to the bargaining side of it. It has been said that there should not 
be sw('at labour. Thert‘ are 400 million emplf)yi‘es. Can anybody say that 
he is prepared to j)ay so much for his hibour? No one can\say that he i^ 
willing to ])ay Us. 7, Rs. 50 ot say Rs. 00. It he has to })ay fo]‘ the services 
of his labf)ur it must be according to his capacity. 1 agree with 
Mr. Huma\un Kabir that every one should get a higher emolument so that 
he may have a dcc(*nt way of living. But hd the Tt'ally poo7*er section have 
the living wage first. There should not be any bargaining by the organised 
labour and taking advantage of their strong organization hrijig down 
Government to their way ot thinking. I do not ohjt'ct to accej)t the terms 
of the laboiir but they should not j)ush it to the extreme. They should not 
stand for ])restige. They should not be blind to the interest of the ])ublic 
at large. I want it to be noted that I am not against this labour movement. 
But it is also my desire that people should not unnecessarily suffer. I hope 
that the GoveriiTiient of Bengal will move in tin* matter as has been done 
by the (lovernment of Bombay. The suffering of the ])eople of Bombay on 
account of strike is certainly less than what we are sutf'ering here in Bengal. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, f)rder. The question before the House is: 
that ill view of the great inconvenience and hardship caused to the public 
of this province by the strike of the Postal and Telegraph and Telephone 
employees of the province thereby causing serious dislocation in the communi- 
cations this t'ouncil urges on the Government of Bengal to represent to the 
Government of India tlie necessity of an immediate settlement of the strike 
and restoration of the normal services. 

Tlie motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: There are only 10 minutes’ time at our disposal. 
Mr. Nur Ahmed, do you propose to move any of your motions? 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; All right. 

Address Motion, 

Mr^ NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that an Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon'ble the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to make a 
strong representation to the Government of India to give every encourage- 
ment, assistance and help to the development of Indian ship-building 
industry in Bengal principally under Indian capital, control and manage- 
ment. 
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Sir, this is a question which vitally affects the economic interest of this 
great continent in which Bengal is included. The ship-building industry 
was well organised from time immemorial in Bengal. From records, paint- 
jjigs in different temples, both Hindus and Buddhists, from folklores of 
Bengal and history, we ^d that even before the Hindu period there was 
sLip-building industry in Bengal. From a certain painting in a certain 
temple of Java, it appears that ship-building was repiesented on that temple 
and that ship was built in Bengal. It was before 500 B.(\ From the 
description of Ptolemy we find that before 500 B.C. there were great 
harbours in Bengal, such as Satgaon which is described by Ptolemy as a 
royal city of immense size, as well as Sonargaon, Tamluk and other great 
harbours of East Bengal. Folklores of Bengal are full of praises of achieve- 
ments and bravery of Indian sailors. I may mention the story of Manasa 
and Ohand Sadagar and the seven dingis. 

Coming to the Mahomedan period, during Akbar’s reign there was well 
organised ship-building industry in Bengal. In Aini-Afchari and in other 
records during the time of Akbar we find that in 1582 some perganm in 
Bengal were definitely assigned for building of Imperial l^owwara (flotillas). 
dJKiU vessels consisted of that flotilla and most of the ships were built at 
Dacca and Hooghly and at other harbours of Bengal. There the ships were 
stationed and anchored to guard against the inroads by pirates, such as, 
Mughs and Portuguese. The Venetian traveller Cesore de Fedrici writing 
about 1505 says that 200 ships were laden yearly with salt. Such was the 
abundance of materials for ship-building in Bengal that the Suliaji of Turkey 
used to have a ship built in Bengal rather than at Alexandria because ship- 
building materials were very cheap in Bengal and the cost of ship-building 
in Bengal was also cheap. Foreign writers and travellers who visited 
Bengal in the 10th century speak in high terms of wealth flowing from 
seaborne trade and the magnificence of some Bengal ports. During Hussain 
Shah’s time, that is, 1498-1520 A.D., he maintained a powerful fleet consist- 
ing of ships built in Bengal. In 1001 Mirjumla attacked Assam with 800 
ships built in Bengal. In 1664 Shaista Khan revived ship-building. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: On a point of information, Sir. I am trying 
to follow my honourable friend here but from what 1 gather be wishes to 
revive coastal traffic and speaks of big type of vessels and fleets and flotillas. 

[f that is the case it alters the whole object 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point, Mr. Morgan P 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: 1 simply raised the point wliether the mover’s 
object is to resuscitate the age-long ship-building operations and those ships 
were wooden vessels. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is only tracing the history of the ship-building 
industry in Bengal. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Thus it will appear from historical records thal 
ihere were harbours in Bengal both in Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim periods 
ioY ship-building and Lord Wellesley, Governor-General of India, writing 
n 1800, says that there were about 200 ships of 100,000 tonnage built in 
Bengal in Cahmtta and from the register of ships it appears that from 1789 
to 1839 the total number of ships built in Bengal wa.s 370 but this industry 
began to decline from 1840 and finally it was abolished in 1803. Many 
factors combined together to bring ab^^ut the decline of an industry that 
^nce flourished in Bengal. Sir, today we stand on the threshold ol very 
?reat momentous events. It is said that India is going to be independent 
md is going to be a member of the British Commonwealth 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Nur Ahmed, I think you better 
’top here for the day as the time is up. The House stands adjourned till 
--15 p.m. on Monday, the 29th July, 1946. 
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Adjournment. 

The Council tien adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 29th July, 
1946. 

Members absent. 

The following memhers were absent from the meeting held on the 26th 
July, 1946:— 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sk. Faziil Ellahi, 

(4) Sir. Md. Azizul Huq, Khan Bahadur, 

(5) Maulana Md. Akram Khan, 

(6) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, and 

(9) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart. ^ 
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The Council met in the Tiegislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on MondaN , the 29th July, 1946, at 2-15 p.m., being the third 
day of the First Session, pursuant to section %2{2){a) of the Government 
of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (ihe Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasa'd Sinoh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Want of Quorum. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: Mr. President, Sir, 1 do not think there is any 
quorum and so the House may kindh be adjourned. 

Mr, BISWANATH ROY; Sir, our party members have not been able 
to attend for want of transport facilities due to the general strike, and I 
request you, therefore, Sir, to adjourn the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Let a count be taken and let me see whether there 
IS a quorum. 

(As .there was no quorum the hell was again rung.) 

Order, order. A'- the quorum is still not there, the Council stands 
adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the dOth July, 
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Membors absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 29th 
July 1946; — 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Easid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Moazzemali Cb<H|'’dhury. 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq ChowTlhury. 

(6) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

(8) Mr. IleuKuidra Kumai Das. 

(9j Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(lOj Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

(11) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(13) The Hon’bJe Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(14) Khan Bahadui' A. xM. Shahoodiil Haque. 

(15) Sir .VJd. Azizul Hacjue. Khan Bahadur. 

(Hi) The II on ’hie Klian Baluidur Saiyed Muazzaniuddin Hosain. 

(17) Mr. Munglmani d.iipiiria. 

(18) Alhadj Khan Bahadni Shaikh Md. Jan. 

(19) Ml'. Saiisli Chandra .fana. 

(20) Mr. lluina,\nn Z. A. Kabii . 

(21 ) Alliaj Y ar Ah Khan. 

(22) Maulana Md. Akrum Khan. 

(23) Bai Bahadur Bro.jendra Mohan Maitra. 

(24) Mr. S\t‘d Abdul Majid. 

(25) Mr. Halidas Mazuindar. 

(2(1) Mr. N agendra Nath Moholanabish . 

(27) Mr. George Morgan. 

(28) Mr. I’aiak Naih Mukherjea. 

(29^) Mr. T. B. Nimino. 

(311) Khan Bahailur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(31) Rai Bahadur dogendra Nath Ray. 

(32) Dr. K 11 mud Sankar Ray. 

(33) Mr. BiKMi Ray. 

(34) Mr. Birendia Kishore Ray Chowdhury. 

(35) Miss Kthel Robertson, c.s.p. 

(36) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

(37) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 

(38) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart. 

(39) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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First Session — No. 4. 


Thk Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 30th July, 1946, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the 4th day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(-2)(o) of tlie (iovern- 
inent of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Ilon'ble Sir Buoy Piiasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. ! 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Census of major economic activities in Bengal. 

39. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of (hmiinerce. Labour ami Tiidiistric's be pleased to state if the 
Government of Bengal have made any Provinc(‘-\vidc census of all the major 
economic activities in Bengal including a survev of geological resources, 
namely, minerals, stom's and soils in order to find out if there are any 
unexplored and undcYelo])cd resources in Bengnl \\ hicb could possibly be 
utilised to hasten the puce ol industrial development in Bengal? 

(h) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister-in-charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): 

A])art from an industrial survey done by an industrial Survey Committee 
no other census or surv(*y on a Province-wide basis has been undertaken. 
The above survey does not cover survey of all g(*ological resources. 

As Geological Survey is a subject in tlie Federal legislative list, survey 
of geological resources is done by the Department of Geological Survey of 
India. 


Revaluation work in the district of 24-Parganas. 

40. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: {(t) Will tbc Hondde Minister in 
charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state — 

(?) the date of the order for Revaluation last issued under section 12 
of the Cess Act, 1880 (Bengal Act IX of 1880), by the Board 
of Revenue, or otlier authorised officer, in respect of the district 
of 24-Parganas ; and 

(ii) the date when the work was start (*d for Revaluation uDd(‘r the said 
Act? 

(b) Is it a fact that such Revaluation work was not done in the said 
district for nearly twent}/ years prior to tlie said work as indicated in part (a) 
above ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a period of ten years is prescribed to intervene 
between two general Revaluation l^roceedings? If not, what is the period 
so provided? 

(d) In respect of the latest Revaluation work, is it a fact — 

(i) that Returns were duly filed by all interested persons several years 

ago; 

(ii) that the Revaluation work and papers have been compiled and 
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(in) that the Eevaluation Rolls and Statements have not as yet been 
published as prescribed in the Statutory Rules 5 and 6 under 
section 107R of the Act? 

(e) Has such publication actually been made? If so, when was it done? 
(/) If not, what is the reason for such non-compliance and does the 
Hon’ble Minister propose to take necessary steps for its publication without 
delay? 

(g) In respect of the cost of the Revaluation work — 

(i) when and what amount of money was the District Board of 24- 
Parganas called upon to pay; and 
(it) when was the amount realised from the said District Board? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the publication of the Revaluation Rolls and Statements is being 
withheld as the Revaluation as arrived at under the rules has 
been found to bo lower than the existing valuation; and 
(ti) that the cess demand having been found to have decreased attempts 
are being made to enhance the same by promulgating new Rules 
or Ordinance; if so, what are they? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND and LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): 

(a) W 19th July, 1940. 

(n) January, 1941. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The honourable member is referred to section 12 of the Cess Act, 1880. 

(d) (i) The Collector called tor returns under section IU7J of the Cess 
Act after the revaluation operations started. 

(ii) The revaluation work proceeded up to the stage of j)ublication of 
acreage rates, etc., under section 107G(J). 

(lit) Yes. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(f) Vide answer against item (h). 

(g) In all for the period from 1940-41 to June, 1944, a sum of Rs.48,30G 
was charged. The expenditure of each month was recovered from the 
District Board through Cess Memorandum at the end of each month. 

(A) Cess revaluation on acreage rate basis under Chapter YIIA of the Act 
was found to lead to an inequitable distribution ot assessment and a very 
considerable increase in the incidence of cess on cultivating raiyats in many 
districts including the 24-Parganas, and as such, oi>erations under that 
Chapter were suspended in all these districts as the rental basis of valuation 
could not be used therein on account of the then existing provision of section 
107 A. This necessitated an amendment of the section so as to make it fully 
optional to the Provincial Government to utilise in any given district either 
the acreage rate or the rental basis of valuation, whichever appears the more 
equitable. Such amendment has since been made by a Governor’s Act 
(Bengal Act IX of 1946) and action is being taken to resume the revaluation 
operations in the 24-Parganas and other districts where they are under 
suspension. 

Dredging of the river Hooghly. 

.41. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Eon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state if the 
Government propose to consider the desirability of intensifying — 

(а) the dredging efforts in the lower reaches of the river Hooghly; and 

(б) 'of dredging the upper reaches for free flow of water from th^ river 

Padma and of the other tributaries of th^-Hooghly?'" 
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minister in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): 

(^a) The work of dredging the lower reaches of the Hooghly is done by the 
Commissioners of the Port of Calcutta. 

(6) It is not contemplated to undertake the dredging of the upper 
reaches, as that will bring in a la^*e quantity of sand which may cause 
harm both to the upper and lower reaches. 

Recommendations of the Shore Committee. 

42. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state if his 
attention has been drawn to the reconinieiulatiuns of the “Bhore Committee” 
appointed by the Government of India made in their report published 
recently in India? 

(h) Ho the Government propose to take early steins to put some of their 
recommendations, especially short-term provincial schemes, into operation 
111 Bengal? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sii *, in accordance 
with the decision of the All-India Muslim League Council I luive renounced 
tlie title of “Khan Bahadur” : so I wdsh to be known as ”Mr. Mohammed 
Ali”. 

(Cheers from the Opposition Benches.) 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali): (a) 

Yes. 

(b) Y"es, the matter is already under consideration of Government. 

Setting up of Provincial Health Board and Health Council. 

43t Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Tlon’blc Minister in charge of the 
Department of Health and Jjocal Self-Government ])e ])leased to state what 
steps have been taken by tlu' Government of Bengal lo set up in Bengal a 
Pi'ovincial Health Board and a ibovineial Health (animil on the lines as 
recommended by the Bhore Committee in their reimrt recently published 
in India? 

(b) What steps have been taken by the GoverniniMit of Bengal for the 
promotion of birth control as a ])art of a ])lan to de'.il with the ])opulation 
jiroblem on the lines as recommended by the Bhore (Ynnmittee in their 
report? 

(c) If not, why not? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: («) The setting up of a 
Provincial Health Board and Provincial Health Council is one of the many 
recommendations of the Bhore Committee Keport, which have to be studied 
in mutual correlation. Government is examining the whole set-up in con- 
sultation with the Government of India. 

(6) and (c) Government does not at jiresent propose to take positive steps 
to encourage birth control, but the other recommendations of the Bhore 
Committee as summarised in paragraph dl‘3 of Volume IV of the Report, 
are being considered by Government. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In view of the announcement made just now by 
Mr. Mohammed Ali, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable for Govern- 
ment to examine the whole set-up in consultation with the Government of 
India, as they are going to have a sovereign Pakistan? 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I do not think ^ that question ^rises^. Ques^iqnj 
over. ^ ‘ ^ v--- 
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Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of information. There were 
certain iterns for discussion yesterday which could not be taken up. I 
think, Sir, it would be taken up some time next day. Will you decide when 
it will be taken up.^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I am poing to take up that question now. 
There was an adjournment motion to be taken up yesterday. But due to 
very unforeseen circumstances the House could not transact any business 
yeslerday. 1 suggest that the adjournment motion of Mr. Haridas Mazurn- 
dar be taken up for discussion after question hour tomorrow. Is there any 
objection? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that Government also are agreeable. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes. 

Government Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards tlie next item on the agenda, viz., the 
Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 104(i, we have not yet received the 
message from the other pla(*e, so lhat item stands over. As regnrds item 
III — Bengal Special Ihibunal (Continuance) Bill, — the time for putting 
in amendments was fixed up to 3 p.m. yesterday. As most of the members 
could not send in the amendments ye.sterday for the same reason, I fix it 
up to 3 p.m. tomorrow and after that the Bill will be taken up later on. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

When are >ou going to take up the consideration of llie Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your suggestion? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I suggest that it be taken up after the budget debate. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think it can be taken up immediately after the 
budget discussion is over. 

Hours of sitting of the Council. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : On a point of order. 
Sir. I do not understand the necessity of accommodating the other House 
in this way. We are going to have a very short meeting today. Now, 
may wo know whether the sitting hours of this House are fixed by the 
President of this House or we are to accommodate the other House according 
to their convenience. You will be pleased to fix a rule under which members 
of this House may not be inconvenienced owing to the necessity of the other 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As you know there is such a provision in the rule. 
In the present case I understand there is a request from Government to 
shift our sitting hours to accommodate the members of the other House on 
account of Ramzan. In this connection I may say that this House has 
always felt that there should be a separate chamber for it. I sincerely hope 
that second chamber is going to be a permanent feature of Bengal’s ‘^future 
constitution. In that case there should be a separate building for the Upper 
House. It is neither economical from the financial point of view, nor it is 
helpful for the expeditious disposal of Government business to accommo- 
date both the Houses in the same chamber. The sitting hours are bound to 
clash. Here is a request to shift our sitting hours to suit the other House. 
May I hear the Leader of the House with regard to this matter. What is 
the suggestion he likes to put forward regarding the sitting hours? 
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The Hon'hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We would like to sit from 1-30 to 3-30 p.m. but I cannot say whether that 
would suit the other House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me consult the Leader of the European Party, 
Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, we have no objection to sit at 1-15 or 1-30, 
provided it suits other members of this House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

lu that case let us sit at 1-15 p.m. 

Mr. D. a. COHEN: I do not think, Sir, 1-15 p.m. will be convenient 
to us. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8HUDDIN PATHAN: Sir, it will be dithcult 
for the Muslim members to ait at 1-15 p.m. on account of the Hamzan. We 
have to say our prayers on Fridays. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

On Fridays we shall sit at 2 p.m., or in the morning. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think it is not fair to the members of thivS House 
to be asked to ait according to the convenience of the other House. There 
must be some definite hour for our sitting. This House cannot be asked 
to sit one day in the morning, next day in the afteinoon and another day 
in the week in the evening. So, i suggest that we should sit at 1-30 p.m. 
I take it that there is no objection on the part of the Muslim membeis to 
sit at 1-30 p.m.? Only on Fridays we may sit at 2 p.m. 


Khan Bahadur GHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: 

prayers within 2 p.m. So, it will be difficult — 


We cannot finish our 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case please consult your leader. Shall 1 
adjourn the House for 15 minutes so that you may discuss the matter 
among yourselves? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No, Sir, we shall sit at 1-30 p.m. on other days in the week and on Friday 

»t 2-15 p.m. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All right Then it is agreed that we shall sii at 
1-30 p.m. on other days and at 2-15 p.m. on Fridays. 

As there is no more business on the agenda today, I adjourn the House 
till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adlournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the Slst July, 
1946. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 30th 
July, 1946 ; — '' 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

(2) Mr, L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellah 

(7) Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahai 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(9) Maulana Md. Akrum Khan. 

(10) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Eay. 

(13) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE .COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 194e->No. 5. 


The Council met in the Ijegislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 81st July, I94(), at 1-30 p.m., being the 6th 
day of the First Session, 1946, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of the Government 
of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.b.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Attack of Typhus in Bengal. 

44. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of Mr. 
Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury); Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state — 

(a) if there have been cases of TypA^s in Bengal, particularly in the 

district of Darjeeling, during the last one year; 

(b) if so, how many; and 

(c) what precautionary steps have the Government taken against the 

attack of Typhus? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of the Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self- 
Government): (a) Yes. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(c) The following measures were taken by the Government for the town 
of Darjeeling which was most affected : — 

(1) In September, 1944, an investigating party was deputed to 

Darjeeling. 

(2) Temporary regulations for the control of Typhus under the Epidemic 

Diseases Act were enforced in the district for a period of 9 months 
from October, 1944. 

(3) A grant of Rs. 1,873 from the Provincial revenues was sanctioned to 

the municipality for general anti-Typhus measures and another 
grant of Rs. 12,000 for the erecti<» of a disinfectation plant in 
the town. 

(4) A supply of 15,000 c.c. of anti-Typhus vaccine was made a>Tailable 

to the municipality for preventive inoculation. 

(5) Fifty gallons a£ concentrated pyrethrum extract, six portable field 

disinfectors and six dozen of hypodermic needles were also 
? supplied to the municipality. 
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Statement referred to m reply to question No. 44. 


Incidence of Typhus fever reporte;^ in Bengal during 1944 and 1945. 


Year. 

Calcutta. 

i 

1 Darjeeling district. 

Tangail 

Municipality. 

Chittagong. 

Municipality. 

Total 
of Bengal. 

DarJ (‘cling. 

Rural 
an as. 


Attacks. 

Deaths. 

As. 

Ds. 

As. 

Ds. 

As. 

Ds. 

As. 

Ds. 

As. 

Ds. 

1044 

4 

1 

218 

68 

19 

2 

4 

2 

6 


250 

03 

1045 

9 

6 

07 

0 

21 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

97 

20 


Establishment of Industrial Mortgage Banks. 

45. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state whether 
any step has been taken by the Government of Bengal to establish a special 
institution, such as, Provincial Industrial Corporation in Bengal, to help 
industries in Bengal as recommended by the Industrial Commission, the 
Central Banking Enquiry Committee and Provincial Banking Enquiry Com- 
mittee with' provisions' for long-term and medium-term financial facilities to 
the industries by the establishment of Industrial Mortgage Banks as estab- 
lished in Western countries and to grant long-term amelioration loans to 
industries on industrial assets? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the O^rtment of Commeroe, Labour and Industries): I have 
no ready information as to what steps, if any, had been taken by the 
Government in the past for implementing the recommendations of the Indian 
Industrial Commission and the Banking Enquiry Committees — both Central 
and Provincial. For the present, however, the Bengal State Aid to Indus- 
tries Act, 19dl, provides the machinery for the grant of State aid to the 
industries of the Province and proposals for amendment of the Act so as to 
widen the scope of its usefulness are now under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. The Industrial Credit Syndicate was established in 1937 with the 
object of affording financial assistance to small and cottage industries in 
Bengal but as it, among other things, failed to achieve the objective to 
any appreciable extent, the Government subvention towards its administration 
expenses was discontinued in 1940. 

Re-excavation of the “Mirer Khal” in Tippera. 

48. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be please^l to state — 

{a) whether to make communication easy for all, for most part of the 
year and for facilitating iirade between hazors of (\)mpanvganj, 
Mohespur and Kuti within the district of Tippera as also for 
irrigating the surrounding lands and improving the health of the 
locality Government will be pleaseil to take up the re-excavation 
of the khal known as “Mirer Khal” which issuing from the river 

^ Gumti at a point close to Companyganf Bazar falls to the river 

Burigang at a point in village Majur which is within the Sadar 
subdivision of tnat district, the length of the hhnl being miles 
only ; 

' (h) whether he is aware that this khal is a very ancient and historical 
khal and now dries up and remains dry with cess-pools 
stagnant water here and there fur most part of the year causing 
groat inconvenience to the publio and the traders and spreading 
malaria to the surrounding villages; and 

(c) if the Government will take any action in the matter; if so, what? 
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minister in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
a^ATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abul Fazal Muhammad 
abdur Rahman) ; InformatioB has been called for and the reply will be 
riven as soon as it is received. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I protest against sarh answer, Sir. Will 
his Question be answered again and the information asked for given or, is 
it the final reply? Tlie answer thai is given is no answer at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hon’ble Minister has replied 
that information has l)een called for and the reply wdll be given as soon 
ns it is received. The answ’er given now is in the nature of an ad intenm 
reply. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN: The information asked for in the question will be given as 
soon as it is received by me. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Now we propose to take uj) the 
adjournment motion to be moved by Mr. Haridas Majiimdur. As several 
jiiembers are new to this House I would just like to inform them that the 
mover gets 20 minutes and the Minister in charge while replying may speak 
tor 20 minutes. Other members wall speak for not more than 10 minutes 
each. Wliil(‘ rei)!)^!!^^ the Minister in cliarge may take 10 minutes. The 
debate must be finished within 2 hours. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, if the numl)er of speakers is not 
many, then perhaps w’e may be given more time than allotted? For instance, 
the other side may not be walling to say much, but here almost everybody 
IS willing to speak. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: No, under the Rules 1 cannot. JMease look up the 
Rules. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then in that case we shall have ten 
minutes only? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move that this Councill do 
adjourn its business to dis(*uss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the grave sit\iation that has arisen in the country under its altered 
( ircumstances for not releasing the political prisoners of the Province. 

vSir, at the very outset I should like to point out that I do not wish this 
motion to be regarded as a censure motion against the Government, though 
the Opposition has every right to table a censure motion, because I think 
it is an irony of fate that at a time when leaders are tired of repeating 
that India is at the door of freedom I have to move this adjournment motion 
for the release of politicsrl prisoners some of whom have been rotting in 
prison since the pre-reform days. Interminable talks have been going on 
now for about two years between our leaders, like Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, and the Viceroy, reinforced lately by the Cabinet 
Ministers. The wmrld has been tfdd that the Congress has agreed to join 
the Constituent Assembly and this must have created an impression that 
India is comparatively at peace. But a subject country lying at the proud 
feet of the conqueror can be at peace only when some degree of real freedom 
has fallen to its lot. The acid test for such improvement is the release 
of political prisoners. In all countries circumstanced as ours, leaders have 
made this the condition precedent to entry into negotiation. When the late 
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Mr. Lloyd George offered terms to Mr. De Yalera, the latter insisted on 
the release of political prisoners. Permit me, Sir, to quote the following 

from D^Alton’s History of Ireland: — the proposals of the (British) 

Government went far beyond the provisions of the Government of Ireland 
Act, and were at least worthy of being discussed by the Irish representatives. 
For this purpose, the members of the Bail were released from prison. An 
'excej)tion however was made in the case of Commandant McKeown who was 
under sentence of death in Mountjoy prison. Like so many others he had 
been in arms and in one encounter lives had been lost, and it was for this 
that he had been court-martialled and sentenced. To exempt such a man 
from i)ardon and to send him to his doom while his colleagues were assembled 
in Dublin to talk of peace terms, would not help the cause of peace. And 
Mr. De Valera rightly interpreted the wish of public opinion when he 
declined to proceed further with peace negotiations unless Mr. McKeown 
was set free. In these circumstances Mr. Lloyd George overruled his 
subordinates and the gallant officer received pardon and freedom.” A man 
who was convicted of manslaughter and was waiting to be hanged till death 
was thus set free. Here are people who have served long terms of imprison- 
ment and have paid for their crime of patriotism but who were not represent- 
ed at a time when negotiations were being carried on. Hence on the ques- 
tion of these long-suffering men my first grievance is against our national 
leaders, and then against the Provincial Ministry. If the leaders did their 
part, the pain and anguish of these worn-out patriots would have already 
ended. The late Sir Surendranath Banerjee worked ceaselessly for the 
release of terrorist jirisoners some of wdiom were transported to the Andamans 
and men like Srijut Barindra Kumar Ghosh have freely acknowledged the 
services of the father of Indian nationalism who himself was the first poli- 
tical prisoner in India after the Sepoy Mutiny. If the present Congress 
with its creed of non-violence looks askance at the prisoners convicted of 
violence, I may point out that Surendranath with his well-known love, nay 
veneration, tor constitutionalism did not think it improper to plead for those 
impulsive youths who had tried to free the country in their own way. 
Indian nationalism is a continuous stream gaining in volume since the anti- 
partition movement in Bengal and to look upon the prisoners subscribing 
once to violence as political pariahn will render the present day Congress 
liable to the charge of becoming a party caucus. My next grievance is 
againsl the Ministry. It ought to have realised that but for the sacrifice of 
those brave youths, lunvover misguided or mistaken, India would be poli- 
tically backward by half a century and no Ministry with all subjects trans- 
ferred would be functioning in any Province of India. The future historian 
will record the suffering of periodically jail-filling politicians as nothing in 
comparison with what these men pining behind tlie prison walls for decades 
have undergone. They have set the standard of patriotic fepour regardless 
of consequence by which all else will l)e judged. Any Ministry of the soil 
of Bengal should rememl)er with gratitude these Bengalee heroes and fight 
for their release. Sir, I may say in this connection that I have received a 
letter from a prisoner which I should read before the House. It runs 
thus : — 

5% '*RTRT 

^ i” 

^ ^ cm ^ ^ I -rs ^ mrj 

^f5nn ifw mmr ^ ’rft'rsR ^ mn ^ 
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wn'sf'r *ftft Tsvm 

jpfc^ I ^*®Tt^ *Tt4\ *r3T, 5r*f^ ^*j‘fHi 

^ 4Ri<ic^ 1 '3^'Q ^ c^ ? ^ 'Q f%f^p?tc^ 

'ilt !fC*J^ ^ I ’'T’TS ft? ?f^ ?t*?t? ^ ^sft^ V? I 

^fJFtft 'STfa? TO I ?t![f«n?tft ^TT5Tr?? f?TOi tf?? fkm TO I 

^s!t?f '»^5 ?1 '<3 f^*5^ '®P53Tl5t? ^?rt?1 <l9H«?t? 'S W?' CTtP? 

I ^5t?^” '<3 “\5t?^ *ftlt tf^ I ?fC^ 

TO c?i w ^ ^tw*t ^ ?t?rT3n 

jp^ 'STM ^1^1 '®fff7f?jtf^ife^^ ^ t?i f% '^Tf'Sf'Q ^Ft?i ?f??n ftc? f?;ri? 

^ ? c*f??rft ^ ?57 ?fTO ?i I ^ i ‘i'rft tfN'?i ??, '’TO??, fro??, 

*nn f^’Fi ??,“-^n ?f*?T? i><? ?Tft’“-^^5Ttf? ^'sitf?-- 

I have received this letter from a sufferer and I think it has voiced 
the public feeling: of Beugal. 

With these words, Sir, I recommend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Molion moved: That this Council 
do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, namely, the grave situation that has arisen in the country under its 
altered circumstances for not releasing the political prisoners of the Province. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBiaH: Mr. President, Sir, it is 
a pity that we in Bengal are still thinking and discussing about the question 
oi release of the political j)risoners wliile other Provinces have already set 
free all their political prisoners. This was done within a few days of the 
assumption of Ministries in those Provinces. In Bengal the j)resent Ministry 
came into power over 3 months ago and though some prisoners have been 
released these pre-reform prisoners are still rotting in jail. Our Ministers 
are thinking, they are considering, they are taking counsels, but still what 
they are doing is nothing short of procrastination. We are not going to 
brook this delay, because this procrastination, this delay, seems to me to 
be very very ominous. 

Now, the prisoners who are still rotting in jail entered the prisons 
perhaps while they were (juite young, in the prime of their life. Now, 
several years have passed by, they have all, perhaps, most of them, grown 
old and this imprisonment for what offence!^ Their offence is, as 1 under- 
stand, their love of the country, their anxiety to free India from the yoke 
of the British Imperialism. It was their fault for they wanted independence 
of India, and they had the courage to act up to their conviction. You may 
^11 them misguided, you may call them impatient idealists, but there (‘,annot 
be the least doubt that they were sincere, they were the greatest patriots 
that India has ever seen. 

Now, Sir, what possible reasons there may be today to detain them in 
prisons when circumstances have changed. You have got the declaration 
from the Prime Minister that India shall have independence either within 
or without the Commonwealth of Nations. Now under the circumstances 
that declaration of the Prime Minister was followed up by the Cabinet Dele- 
gation who had been here for several months discussing the method of 
handing over power to Indians. Now the question of independence is an 
admitted fact and we cannot for a moment consider that those who advocate 
tlm cause of independence for India would like that these political prisoners 
^ho championed the cause of independence should remain in the Indian 
prison-house. When the circumstances have changed, when the independence 
^ India is near at hand, what doubt, what suspicion, can these Hon^ble 
Ministers have in setting free these persons? Why are they taking so much 
wme to consider the propriety of their release? I submit, Sir, that, even 
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if you call them rebels, the rebels of yesterday are the rulers of today in 
every country. We have found that it was the rebel who has built up any 
nation. They are to be found in America who laid down the foundations 
cf the United States of America and succeeded in establishing a free and 
independent nation and today you find the United States of America as 
the first power in the world and the British people today approaching them 
for all sorts of assistance. They approached them during the anxious days 
of their lives unparalleled in their history and they saved themselves and 
the British Isles with the aid of the U.S.A. They have since realized 
and realized at their cost that it is no use keeping other Nations undei 
subjection and that the best policy is the policy of granting independence 
to all subject nations. And that is what prompted them to declare independ- 
ence for India and if that has been done, then I do not see any reasonj 
whatsoever, for the continued detention of these political prisoners. Sir, it 
is perfectly clear now that these people who had spread the idea of independ- 
ence in the early days when perhaps there were very few who could venture 
to utter the word ‘ 'Independence for India”, those people who did that, 
who Hprea<l tliat idea are now in prison but their ideas have spread all 
throughout the country. Their ideas have l)een accepted by the 40 crores of 
people in India; their ideas have been accepted by the British i)eople, by 
the British Government, by the British Prime Minister and they are all 
anxious to see how India can achieve lier independence in as short a time 
ns possible. If that is so, Sir, I do not see again why we in Bengal should 
tiy to keep tliein behind the prison bars. You must consider any further 
detention of tJiese patriots as atrocity, as cruelty, as tyranny. I think our 
Ifon’ble Ministers will tale into consideration the fact that they cannot 
possibly detain these people till the last days of their live.s. Some of them 
or most of them were tried, convicted and sentenced and they have suffered 
long, very long terms of imprisonment. I do not know the exact technical 
reasons whi(di weigh with the Government for the delay in releasing these 
n()]iticals. We know transjmrtation for life and otlier long sentences can 
be relaxed in <ertain cases and under certain conditions, but, 1 am told that 
tlicse jirisoners are not going to be set free bef^ause transportation for life 
in their cases means transportation for life. I would ask the Hon^ble 
Ministers to take a lesson out of the chapters of the trials that are taking 
place in Nuremberg and in Tokyo where su(‘'h cruelties, such atrocities 
are being tried and punished. If vou detain them a day longer, you will 
be held responsible for such cruelty, such tyranny. It is against human 
ji.sticie, against natural justice to punish people for their political opinion, 
for o])inion wliich has now been accepted by all responsible for the Govern- 
ment of India. 

You may peihaps defeat this motion by what you call “brute majority” 
but I may tell you that you will be held responsible for the cruelty, for 
the tyranny in detaining them. I, therefore, ask our Hon’ble Ministere 
to consider very carefully the real position as regards these jK>litical prisoners 
and then see whether their detention is necessary under the altered circum- 
stances of the country, or for the matter of that, of the whole world. With 
tliese words I support the motion before the House. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support this censure motion, 
for I look upon the motion as a censure motion, although Mr. Majumdar, 
the mover of the motion, would not like to call it so. Most adjournraeni 
motions are in the nature of censure motions and I think this motion to b< 
particularly so. Sir, revolution is a crime when it fails, but it is th( 
greatest virtue when it succeeds. The names of Robespierre and his fellow 
revolutionaries who overthrew the French Monarchy and establishec 
Democracy have been written in letters of gold in the history of France 
The Bolsheviks w^ho wiped oft’ all traces of Czardom and established Soviel 
republics in all Russia now live in the pages of world’s history and wil 
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live for alll time to come, as the saviour of Democracy. The Right Hon’ble 
Mr. Lloyd George, while Prime Minister of England, held out the olive 
branch of peace to the Irish rebels and shook hands with De Valera and 
other leading revolutionaries while their hands were necking with English 
blood. This is history which not even the Leag^ie Ministry can deny. 
Long live the Bengal Revolutionaries. Their names will live for all time 
while those of most of the memhers of the Treasury Benches will be for- 
gotten. It is these political prisoners who, by their blood and their suffer- 
ings, have brought about these changes from time to time to the adminis- 
tiative set-up of the Province, which have enabled the stalwarts of the 
Muslim Ijeague to seize power, and to strut and foam in their mouths. It 
is by their suffering, Sir, that we now stand on the threshold of independence. 
Should any one of them at this moment continue to rot in jail? It was 
said of Julius Caesar “Ingratitude more strong than the traitors' arms quite 
vanquished him”. I say. Sir, that it would he the height of ingratitude 
oa the part of the Ministers who call themselves popular to keep these people 
in incarceration on any pretext, whatsoever. That would \h> the cruellest 
blow on them. If anybody has got the right of first entry into the Hall 
of JJlxirty and to offer incense to the goddess, that riglit must l)e conceded 
to those earnest and long-suffering devotees, known as the political prisoners. 
Sir, Congress Governments realised this : With them, it was not a question 
of individual examination of cases. It was a question of releasing them 
€n iimsscy and this they did in spite of gubernatorial dilatoriness, obstruc- 
tion and opposition. I ask, Sir, what is Bengal doing? It will be said 
that many detenus have been released. Yes, the detenus taken under the 
Defence of India Rules have l)een released and some of the convieded political 
prisoners too have been released and some of the Pre-Reform political 
pjisoners too, but at the same time it mmst be admitted that a large number 
of them is still rotting in the jails. I ask why should a single one of them 
at such a time be behind the prison bars? To our shame the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister talks of examination of individual cases. With him it is not a 
case of cn ino^^se release. What will this examination yield? I say that 
this examination may yield only one thing and one thing only, namely, 
that it will show that a determined effort was made by these political 
prisoners to free India by overthrowing British Imperialism. Be it remem- 
bered in this connection, Sir, that British Imperialism is nothing but the 
blood brother of Fascism and elder brother too. To British Imperialists, 
such an attempt to free India was heinous, but in the eyes of the Indian, it 
was glorious and, as I suppose, our Chief Minister unlike Mr. Jinnah will 
not deny that he is an Indian, in his eyes too, in the eyes of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy this attempt" must be glorious. Sir, British Imperialism 
is on its last legs in spite of the frantic efforts of Cburchills and Amerys to 
hold what they leave. Independence is in full view. A Constituent Assembly 
is about to sit to draw up a constitution of free India, in spite of what the 
Muslim Ticagiie will do or may not do. Even if the Constituent Assembly 
fails, independence will come in spite of ourselves and the Britishers will 
leave us either in peace or in civil war. That is the world sitiiation, or a 
tliird world war will follow. At such a time the talk of examination of 
individual cases is but the talk of henchmen of British Imperialists and 
of Indian bureaucrats. Sir, it cannot be the language of an Indian patriot 
now put at the helm of Bengal’s affairs. Sir, what is Chittagong Armoury 
Raid before the exploits of LN.A. wliich reached up to Kohima? I ask, 
what clog was created by the prisoners of the interprovincial or Titta^rh 
conspiracy cases and other cases in the administrative wheel of the British 
Raj that by suffering incarceration for over 14 years even thev could not 
as yet expiate their offence. The British Raj smothered and continued 
to smother freedom of speech and freedom of association by the heavy 
roller of repression before which Belsen methods paled into insignificance. 
Bir, ie the example of I.N.A. lost to the Chief Minister? I appeal 
from Philip drunk to Philip sober. I appeal from power drunk the 
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Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to plain Mr. Suhrawardy who not long ago 
led a mammoth procession of Moslems and non-Moslems around the 
Dalhousie Square crying slogans and demanding the release of I.N.A. 
convicts. Sir, the other day a similar procession came out and 
in the front of this very Chamber held demonstrations before the 
very eyes of the self same Suhrawardy urging the inamediate and 
unconditional release of all political prisoners. I urge on him to do unto 
others as he would be done by. Sir, I urge on him to do in respect of the 
Bengal political prisoners exactly what he wanted the Government of India 
to do in respect of I.N.A. prisoners. Lastly, Sir, I wish him to remember 
that if these unfortunate prisoners instead of being non-Leaguers had been 
Leaguers and he had hesitated to release them or put forward as a reason 
for delay examination of individual cases, liis gndi would not have been 
worth even a day’s purchase. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I associate mysdf with the views expressed 
by my honourable friend, Mr. Lalit Chandra I)as and treat this motion as 
a censure motion on the Government. Mr. Majumdar, the mover of the 
motion, has not described the altered circumstances and the grave situation 
which has arisen. Whatever be the altered circumstances, he might have 
thought about the Constituent Assembly, the circumstances have altered 
very much. Today the rel>el8 of the British Government are members of 
the Muslim League. The Muslim League delivered the threat that they 
would fight tooth and nail the award of the British Government and, if 
necessary, both the Congress and the British Government for achievement 
of Pakistan. They are here now in this House io keep the political prisoners 
of the British Government perj)etually in jail and they are not going to 
declare that they will release them. They have renounced tJheir titles 
bestowed by the British Government. It is simply bluff and bluster, and 
they might again withdraw their renouncement of titles just as they with- 
drew their acceptance of the Constituent Assembly. Are they going to ask 
their nominees in this House, their sycophants, to renounce their titles? We 
expect that they will not only talk about the release of the political prisoners 
but they will release them without delay. In this altered situation where 
the Muslim League has turned revolutionary and the rebels against the 
Biitish Government and are working out sovereign Pakistan — who should 
be their political prisoners? — not those certainlv who 8(» long fought the 
British! Give a new meaning to the term “political prisoners” of tomorrow 
in Bengal. Find out for yourself who will l)e the political prisoners in 
this country of yours — those who are trying to perpetuate disunity among 
the different sections of the country and thereby profit themselves by exploit- 
ing the masses. Either abolish or employ your InteniL»*ence Branch and 
the Special Branch against those who are going to fight the real revolu- 
tionaries as you pretend to be. Hindus will not grudge it. But the Leaguers 
know in their heart of hearts that they only want to talk, write and shout 
to achieve cheap notoriety. Tomorrow you will be again hand in glove with 
the people who are here to exploit this country, this Province of ours and 
set all kinds of Intelligence Branches against the Hindus and others whom 
you always think out to rule you. They are not out to rule you or anybody. 
As popular Ministers you should set at once those people at liberty who have 
made the conditions favourable for bringing you to this privileged position 
of ruling this country. You may achieve your sovereign Pakistan here in 
Bengal, but don’t lend your hand in bringing people from other places to 
exploit us. 

With these words. Sir, I support the motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, but for the 
observations of Mr. Roy I was almost feeling that I had no occasion to 
speak on this motion. So far as the Muslim licagiie party members are 
concerned, they stand on a different position today than they were on the 
29th July. We cannot say what would be our attitude tomorrow. Mr. Roy 
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has said tliat the party in power today is responsible for keeping tihe 
prisoners in jail. (Mr. Birbn Roy: I did not say that.) Sir, we have 
much sympathy for those w'ho are being kept in detention. Mr. Majumdar 
has said that he has brought this motion not as a -censure motion. He 
cannot do it for obvious reasons. These poor prisoners are there for more 
than 14 years. They had already suffered their normal period before the 
18 months when our friends now’^ in Opjmsition were in power. There were 
no adjournment motions at that time. (Mr. Nagendh.\ Nath MAnAL.\NOBisH : 
Altered circumstances were not there.) At that time it was the Government 
of Mr. Fazlul Huq and his coterie that ruled in Bengal and they left after 
they had succeeded in bringing the Province right into the biggest disaster, 
namely, the famine of 1943. They left as cowards when they found that 
the Province was going to be devastated by a terrible blight. The so-called 
fi lends of these convicted persons suddenlv woke up from their long slumber 
of 18 months. It is sheer hypocrisy that when you could get them out you 
never said a word for them and now that others have to do it you are trying 
to secure all the credit by criticising the Government with those who are 
waiting outside and hearing you. You remained in the Ministry for 18 
months and still allowed these people #to rot in jail. So far as we are 
concerned, it is a matter of indifference to us today who keeps them in jail. 
We have not put them in jail and it shall not be our resjK)nsibility l>ecause 
they continue to rot in Jail. Some may agree with the line of action chosen 
hy these politicals and some may not. It is the Government that will decide 
on the (luestion of their release. As far as T am concerned I cannot make 
a decision either way. But as far as Mr. Das’s opening remarks are con- 
cerned, while speaking on this adjournment motion, that this motion is a 
censure motion on the Government T do not agree and to attempt to censure 
the Government on this issue is futile and absurd. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA DATTAs Sir, for the last 8 or 9 years this 
side of the House was crying hoarse for the release of political prisoners and 
I do not think Mr. Hamidul Uuq| Chow'dhurv is right in suggesting that 
there was no voice of protest against such political prisoners rotting in 
jail. Sir, World War No. II (;ame upon us and a v(‘rv handy weajKin 
was discovered in the Defence of India Rules and these Defence of India 
Rules were used and abused for all possible purposes. At that j)articiilar 
point of time we were all feeling that the enemy was at the Eastern front 
hut the then Ministry found out another front in Howrah and they tried 
TO supersede the Howrah Municipality under the Defence of India Rules, 
lortunately for us, the I/earned Judges of the High Court set them right. 
But, Sir, all thpe times, whenever the question of release of political 
prisoners was raised, the Government took the plea that the war was on and 
therefore it was not advisable to release these political prisoners although 
they have solemnly abjured violence. The war is over and I think it is about 
a year now and yet you are not releasing such prisoners, the great fighters 
for the liberty of our country and they are still rotting behind prison bars. 
They had served out their periods of sentence but all the same in spite of 
repeated promises nothing has been done to release these prisoners. Sir, 
in any other countrv these martyrs would not only have been honoured 
hut W'orshipped as heroes. Unfortunately for this heli)leHs land of ours, 
.nothin S’ is being done to release them. There is not only no recoirnition for 
the selfless .services rendered by these great patriots, these immortal heroes 
who have laid down their lives for the sake of the country but on the other 
hand this Ministry is still “thinking” about their release and examining 
their cases and it appears from the delay that the Government are not 
willing to see these persons are released. Sir, history is full of instances 
to show that the rebel of today is the ruler of tomorrow. I think my previous 
speakers have made it quite clear that this Ministry should not forget that 
they owe their present position to these persons whom we still fi.nd rotting 
'^1 jail and whose release is immediately called for. The Ministry ought 
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to be grateful to them for all they have done. Ungratefulness and ingrati- 
tude cannot go further. I would therefore request the Hon’ble Ministers 
to bear in mind that there is such a thing as Nemesis and that if thej 
<!.■) not take the lessons of history to heart they will find that one day this 
Nemesis has overtaken them, and they will find themselves utterly helpless. 
Let us not forget that Mahatma Gandhi or Azad or Nehru who were regarded 
ns untouchable rebels by the llritish Government only two years ago should 
now l>e consulted by tlie Viceroy and by the (cabinet Mission about the 
Constitution of India. I would therefore request the Government once for 
all not to forget this great lesson but to bear in mind and take to 
the lessons of history and once they do that the whole country will bless 
ihe Ministry but if they ignore these demands, they will only have to 
thank tliemselves for the consequences of tlieir action. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, 1 rise to 
support the adjournment motion moved by my friend Mr. Haridas Majumdai 
regarding the release of political prisoners who are rotting in jails for 
more than ten years. The other day the Ilon’ble Chief Minister promised 
to the other House that he would look to the files of each and every prisoner 
xind pass tlie order of their release, or otherwise in the next two months 
and this shows the callousness and utter disregard of the preset popular 
Ministry to the suft'erings of those persons but for whose activities they 
would not have found themselves in the places where they are today. Sir, 

when the Congress Government in nine Provinces came to power, they 

released all political prisoners, even those who w’cre convicted of niurder of 
Canadian officers who w'cre suspected of bombing innocent villagers in Bihar. 
Oi course the Ticaguers i)rotested against this and sided wdth people with 
wlioin they had nothing to do, namely, with foreigiiers. They had no 
sympathy for their own countrymen. Of course it is very unfortunate 
that in two I’rovinces, namely, Bengal and Sind, where the Muslim League 
with the lif lj) and co-operation of the European Members of the Assembly 
have managed to come to powTr, they do not show even an iota of sympathy 
or kindness for those wdio are rotting in jail for more than 10 years. It is a 
great pity that the league does not understand wdiat struggle is and what 

jail-going is. It is true that they have passed a resolution to launch a 

struggle and I long to see the day wdien they will launch the struggle and 
(‘leate a new history in India, Init I do not believe that they will ever do 
that. In spite of fiery speeches delivered at Bombay that they will do this 
or they will do that they have only renounced their titles and according 
to Jamal Mia, a League ‘Maulana Sahib, the real test is resignation from 
the I/cgislative Assembly and Council and thus show^ their real desire to 
launch a struggle. Mr. Noon among other things said at Bombay that lot 
ikmgress, of course Hindu Congress, make the British quit India and they 
will sit tight all this while and after that will fight the Congress. But he 
fails to understand that if Congress is powerful enough to drive the British 
out of India then what will they think of disposing of the Musalmans of 
India? Will there be a fight between veteran soldiers and raw soldiers 
after the Britishers have left the country? And this wall certainly be an 
uneven fight. I may add that in order to proye their sincerity it is the 
duty of the I.K^ague Government to release the present political prisoners 
so that future political prisoners may also find same kindness and considera- 
tion for them. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I rise to support the adjournment 
motion moved by my friend, Mr, Haridas Majumdar. Unfortunately, Sir, 
1 missed some of* the speeches delivered this afternoon by honourable members 
on both sides. I could only catch the refrain of the song of my honourable 
Liend, Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow^dhury. While discussing the adjournment 
motion, he was casting reflections on the Goyernment of Mr. Lazlul Huq. 
It is neither the time nor the place to enter into a controvery over this 
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question, nor is it necessary to introduce any heat in discussing a motion like 
this. But, vSir, wliile so earnestly pleading for the immediate release of these 
prisoners I have not the slightest hesitation in declaring on the floor of the 
House that I subscribe neither to the polit y nor to the programme, far less to 
the method, adopted by them for the achievement of their objective. Sir, it is 
not in a spirit of carping criticism that I am discussing this question. I am 
making a fervent appeal to my friends opposite to consider this (juestion 
favourably in all its implications and significance. They too are the representa- 
tives of the people and there is a persistent demand from the very people they 
represent for the release of these patriotic sons of the soil. Sister porvinces 
all over India are vying with each other for the release of the political 
prisoners in their resj^ctive provinces. The present Ministry also has 
already released all the security prisoners and a few terrorist convicts as 
well. The other provinces have, however, released all prisoners without 
any dis<Tiniination between one category and another. I do not make it a 
party question when 1 ask for their release, nor do I view this question from 
the point of view of this particular group or other, when I plead for the 
release of tliose who are rotting behind the prison bars since before the days 
of the Reforms, some of them having already served terms of imprisonment 
varying from 15 to 25 years. 

But, Sir, wdiat is the psychology that lured these impressionable youths 
into dangerous paths; w^hat after all w^as the motive behind the (‘ourse adopted 
by these young men, what was it that goaded them on to uncontrollable 
frenzy of desperation and cut them off from the real moorings of life? There 
must be something significant, something remarkable whi(‘h ('leated in them 
that insatiable thirst for freedom, that urge for the p(ditical emancipation 
of the country and its reconstruction on a new basis. They must have be^en 
obsessed wdth a fanatical zeal wdien they r(‘alised lhat th(‘y w'ere helols in 
tlieir own country and that one ('atacdysm aftm* another, rt'volulion after 
revolution, shock after shock, one degrading measure after anotlier paralyvsed 
their own countr’>', sucked it drv and dragged it down from the height of 
eminence and glory to tlie dejdhs of degradation and humiliation. They 
felt that they too had a right to shape the d(‘stinies of their owm country, 
determine their owui eourse of action and contribute to th(‘ political and 
social evolution of their nuitherland. 

But, Sir, if we have to condemn the violence of these jn‘oj)le, we have 
got to condemn in no uncertain terms the civilized madness and the refined 
frenzy of all the oppressors of the world since the beginning of time, and 
condemn as well the viobuice of G(»vernments and emj)ires. Sir, during 
the last Great War of 1914-lH Mr. TJovd (jeorge and other statesmen of 
Europe and during the presimt war Mr. (v9iurchill and many other statesmen 
of international repute wanted to make the world safe for democracy, 
always demanding blood, toil and tears of millions in the fight for demo- 
cracy. But we had the first lessons of democracy in Syria just after the 
last Great War w^hen the French General Serail bombed out of existence 
at least 50,000 Mussalmans in a ft'w^ hours and immediately after the 
present war Mussalmans of Indonesia were singled out for a special treat- 
ment by Mr, Churchill and other War Jiords of England. Thanks to their 
conception of democracy, thousands of innocent Muslims of Indonesia had 
to pass through a baptism of blood and fire at the point of the British 
bayonet and all this not to consolidate the jmsition of Britain in the East, 
but to tighten the grip of Dutch imperialism in Indonesia. 

Coining to the subject-matter, if. Sir, I rdead for the releas(‘ of these 
terrorist prisoners, I do so, not in a spirit of adverse criticism, but in a spirit 
of amity and brotherhood. I would appeal and, if necessary, appeal with 
folded hands to release these political prisoners without any further delay. 
The other provinces have already released these prisoners without any 
discrimination. The Hon’ble Mr. Saheed Suhrawardy who happens to bd 
Home Minister and Chief Minister of this Province has already shown a 
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commendable spirit in having released all the security prisoners. We only 
hope and pray that he should take courage in both hands, release the rest 
of the prisoners and thus create an atmosphere congenial to the growth of 
democracy and democratic institutions in this land. 

After all, Sir, we Hindus and Muslims have to live side by side in thia 
country; we Hindus and Muslims have to adjust our conflicting interests 
and reconcile our divergent claims in the lx‘st j)OHSihle way. It is really 
unfortunate, Sir, that whenever any attempt at solution of the Hindu- 
Muslim problem has l)een made, the communal bubble has always burst, 
revealing to the world the most combustible substance of racial hatred and 
antagonism that lies beneath the apparently calm political surface of India. 
But whatever may be the diflerenccs among the various communities in 
India, leaders of all shades of political opinion in the country should 
come forward, sink all their differences for the time being and demand the 
immediate release of these political prisoners. They should do so here 
and now. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury referred to the decision of the Muslim 
League on the 2nth of July and emphasised that they had to face today a 
situation entirely different from what it had been on the 29th of July last. 
We assure him. Sir, that we sympathise with him. They must not rest on 
their oars, but move seriously. If necessary, they should go to the fullest 
possible length and asserl their rights and demand them from the Britishers. 
Far be it from us that we should create any obstacle in the path of those 
who are striving hard to escure their inviolable rights. Nor do we i)ropo8e, 
Sir, to embarrass the present Government of Bengal. It is Providence 
that has j)la(!ed them at the helm of affairs. I>et them utilise their position 
fully and not abuse it. In the name of humanity, justice and fair play 
we would a])peal to them to utilise the opportunities placed at their disposal 
to the fullest possible advantage of the peojde of this country. We would 
ajjpeal to them further to create an atmosphere for ushering in freedom 
of India at no distant date. 

At a time when even the Britishers are prepared to transfer power to 
our own re})rcsen(atives, we should not in any way complicate the situation 
and thus |M)stpone the day of our salvation. The new atmosphere in the 
country calls for immediate release of these political prisoners. They should 
be set at liberty in no time. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion. 

Wr. MOAZZAM ALI CHOUDHURY : (71 
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^nft TOi75 C? TO TO^ yrftpi n^TOl Cl?^ toI^ ftOT TO 

CTO ftft ^tc?^ ’1*^% *rrft ^^*1 TOTO w’TT, tii^R TO ^ft ^ in:^ 

TO TOT ft^ ^’tfrs WS TO, CTO TO TOl ’Pft ’ROT ’ll I <il’l^ fTO TOt lilTO 

^’T ^ ^ TOpHIot vfl’OT ftflS TO^— ftft ^ TOOT 1 
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’if? Ft?n c? 'q 5ir, (ti^ti:^ m^N ^t?? 

?fWT? ^[FTI ?? i]?; ^ '^r=TC^ trt*f ?Tf% 

?C^ I ^sr?CW? ’Tstft^ fcs 

tiV5, c^ It? ^?ROT ’m??! ?r^c? 5it ?itc? ^ ?f? 

?d? ?fc^ Tf T?, ’sn c^ ’^rr^trifor? nc^ c^ i ’^rsm if?i 

?i wf^ ^1 ^c? ?rc3 m itf% 

’STtC’T, C»frn ^ C^ JTOT I 

?f? ^ c? ?Ttt? ^ fet?, ^ |f< 

tf^f% ??, ^t? C5a c^i*^ ?Fvn vrt^c^ ’tti:?**^! i 5T$, ?Tf%s^ 

’srr? «rrf^ ’srtsrQ ?f?i f?ra f?c“t?ofc? wff^--^f^ f?*jT>r ??(? 

’Bfmi ^?, ’^rfw ?f^ ^1 VC? ’=rfc>R ^fvc^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Cliowdliury, your time is up. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, I am sorry for having severed my 
connection with my friends of the Congress Parliamentary Party, hut I am 
glad to tell you, Sir, that it does not relate to any matter in which I am 
personally concerned. It has its hearing on the very existence and free- 
dom of a large section of Indians, commonly known as depressed classes. 1 
am sure my colleagues in the Congress Benehes wull suppress their senti- 
ments in tlie same way as my letters concerning the declaration of the 
policy to he followed in the Constituent Assembly and in the future consti- 
tution by the Congress towards the sclieduled castes were suppressed by the 
foremost leaders of the Congress including Mr. (iandhi. In spite ot this 
fact if members of the Congress benches iump up to defend themselves 
without pleading guilty, I hope, I shall have occasion in future to paint 
them in their true colour. The Congress should have done me the common 
courtesy of accepting my letter of resignation in order to prove whether I 
am a villain or a knave — in order to prove whether I have betrayed the 
Congress or the Congress has Ixdrayed the scheduled castes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Roy, you are not relevant. You are discussing 
adjournment motion and it has nothing to do with w^hat you are saying. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Mr. President, Sir, you are perfectly 
aware that I formerly belonged to the group of the Congress Parliamentary 
Party. Now, Sir, the country and the House should know whether I am 
guilty or the Indian National Congress. That is why I am submitting this 
point of view and I think I am relevant. However, I shall go by your 
inclination 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, you are only lossing your time. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Thank you. Sir. I shall make it up. 
Now with these preliminary observations I come to the motion under dis- 
cussion. I have the fullest sympathy with the political prisoners who go to 
the jail for the freedom of the country. I love them, I respect them in 
the same way as the Congress does, and, I hope, there is no dispute, no 
controversy on this point between myself and the members of the Congress 
benches. Having no disagreement on this fundamental question may 1 
now ask the honourable members of the Congress Benches what is the 
policy of the Congress High Command towards the non-violent scheduled 
castes Satyagrahis now going to jail to protest against the combined 
treachery of the Cabinet Mission and the Congress. (Mh. Lalit Chandra 
Has: Sir, he is still bringing in irrelevant things.) Sir, I want 
to know whether Mr. Das wants to knoAv the relevancy of this matter. 
Reports of bayonet charge on the peaceful demonstrators by the Congress 
Government of Bombay, news of hunger-strike for the misbehaviour of the 
jail authorities under Swaraj rule, throwing of stones on the peaceful 
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[Tolunteers by the members of the majority community and holding of triala 
within the prison bars are all forthcoming in this province without any 
contradiction on the part of those against whom these allegations are now 
nade. The Prime Minister of Bombay, Mr. Kher, has openly declared that 
whatever may be the legal position these demonstrations must be put an end 
to if Government is to exist. In other words, the Congress , Minister of 
Bombay 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Bov% it is not the practice to 
criticise the action of any Ministry in the other provinces. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: My point is 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whatever may be your point you must be rele- 
(^ant. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, how can I submit to you tlie relevant 
issue that the Congress stands self-condemned unless I can speak out my 
mind. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please listen 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I am prepared to listen to you. 

Mr. PR€SIDENT: Y oil are criticising the action of the Congress 
Ministries in other provinces which you should not do. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: In tile opening speeches and 
in other speeches these points were raised. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No Ministry was mentioned in partieular. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, shall I go on with my speech? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, go on. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Thank you. Sir. I am glad. Sir, that 
my friends in the Congress Benches h.ave been overpowered. 

However, as I was submitting Mr. Kher is determined to pursue a 
policy of outlaw for the protection of vested interests. Will my friends in 
the Congress Benches have courage to condemn the agents of tlie Congress 
lor the policy of repression? II not, they have no sympathy for the poli- 
tical prisoners, they have no right to advocate the release of tdie political 
prisoners who will come out very soon as free citizens even without their 
moving the adjournment motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, 
I must say at the outset that 1 am not in a very hajijiy position in this 
matter because 1 am not directly concerned with the administration of the 
Home Department. The llon’ble the Chief Minister is away from the 
Province and, therefore, I have risen to reply to the debate. Members of 
the Opposition have referred to the freedom of the country and to patriot- 
ism. Sir, I want to tell them that patriotism is not the monopoly of the 
Congress. In the matter of love for freedom and in the matter df love for 
unfettered civil liberty, the members on this side of the House do not yield 
to anybody. (Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanobish : Nobody challenges 
that). As proof of this I want to say that immediately on assuniption of 
office by the present ministry all the security prisoner^ in detention w^^e 
released, all of them without a single exception. The releases were com- 
plete by the middle of May of this year. Sir, that leaves, us only with 
terrorist political convicts. So far as the terrorist convicts are concerned, 
the cases of all of them were reviewed and examined by the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister and I think about 10 of them have already been released. 
(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das : How many remain still?) There are, I think. 
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at present 30 terrorist prisoners in the Alipore, Dacca and Midnapo 
Central Jails. Their cases are also being examined by the Chief Minist 
and as he has already stated on the floor of the other House he is expeditir 
the matter and as already promised he will examine the cases individual 
and review the cases as sympathetically as possible. Now, Sir, there a 
other political prisoners. Their number, I believe, is about 59 who a: 
confined in the different jails of the province. They were convicted f< 
offences during the 1942 disturbances and even from amongst them sou 
of the prisoners have been released on medical grounds. Now so far i 
the convicted terrorist prisoners are concerned, two of them are now beii 
examined by the Medical Board as their health is reported to be not ve] 
satisfactory and if the medical examination proves that their health is m 
satisfactory, then on medical grounds they may also be released but in rel 
tion to that I think the members of this House perhaps remember that tl 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister in the premises of this building but outside tl 
floor of this House made a very important statement and in course of thi 
statement the (diief Minister said that by the 15th of next month (Augus 
he will not only examine the cases of the -prisoners but he will intervie 
them individually and if he is satisfied that the release -of these prisons 
will not in any way affect the peace and tranquility of the province, 1 
will have no objection to their release. Now honourable rnembep on tl 
Opposition will realize that the question of release of security prisoners ; 
this provim^e should not be treated as on a par with that in other province 
In the other provinces the prisoners who have been released were the pari 
men of the Ministries now in power but the prisoners that have bee 
released by this Ministry do not belong to the party now in power am 
therefore, it must go to the credit of this Ministry that they have bee 
very progressive in their outlook and in accordance with that generoi 
policy Ihey have released the security i)risoner8 without restriction. Si 
I have already said that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister is ‘now away froi 
the province and he is likely to return this afternoon. And on his retui 
the proceeding of the discussions on this adjournment motion will I 
placed before him and I am sure that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, i 
he has already declared, will consider this matter very sympatheticall 
and in view of this I shall request Mr. Haridas Majumdar not to j)res8 th 
motion to a division. The Ministry has already announced its policy an 
I am sure the Ministry has also been successful in implementing thi 
declared policy and, in the circumstances, the mover of this motion 
help us in clearing the deck so that a satisfactory solution may be arrive 
at. With these words I would request the mover of the motion to \5jtl] 
draw the motion and oppose it if pressed to a vote. 

Mr, 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I rise to support the motio 
which is before the House. I do not really follow why so much heat an 
controversy has been raised over this matter. It appears that the House i 
agreed and this side and that side, every side, agrees that the politici 
prisoners should be released. The only question is whether it should b 
considered a censure motion or simply a motion that requests the Govern 
ment to release these prisoners. The original motion now before th 
House asks the Ministry to release the political prisoners, the reason give] 
being the altered circumstances in the country. Sir, nobody can den; 
that there has been an altered situation in the country and also in th 
present constitution. Nobody will deny that an altered situation has com 
about in the country, and with this altered situation in the country I do no 
think anybody will| deny the fact that every person who is interested in th 
welfare of the country, and who has saorified anything for the countr 
should come in and participate in its work. If they agree, then why shoul 
there be any controversy or opposition to the motion being passed by th 
House — I do not really follow. Nor do I really follow why party politic 
has been brought in over this question. It is nothing like this. It is no 
at all a party question. We do not care whether the credit goes to th( 
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Muslim League or to others. We are absolutely disinterested in the ques- 
tion as to which quarters the credit should go to. Let the credit go to 
everybody — to this House, to the Ministry or to the Opposition, we have 
Qo objection. We are only to consider the pitiable plight of the political 
prisoners who are rotting in jail ^ud if it is the desire of the House to 
release them, let us admit it and pass the motion. 

Mr. PATI RAM ROY : ^ Houses motion 

501^, ^ I vutHouseoq^ og I 

Oi 13 ^ Houseii^f ^1 ^ brt 

^ ^ to 

^ 'srtc^'R f%:TO 1 ^ 1 

tilt Housevil ^ Wt^ ^ 

3TO ’ttt— OTTHTt Hon’ble Minister assurance case ^"8 

to ^ f%f^ CTO^ 1 ” TO 

^ ^ I lil^vli (71, 

^>41 TO^ OT ; (71 ^*41 TO ? ^1 ^’tot ^?1TO TOJt^ TOfTO OTt^ I 

TO T5TO 3n:<T ^ I tfTO 

^ OT C^, ^sTO TO ^ OT CM5! I C^ ^sTO 

TORtf^ TO ^<4 'il? TO t^STTt'Q ^flW (TPf^C^ *^0 

4'^TO^ C’tto ^ TO^^lTO «R7, <ilt 

fero cTO^ I I'fTO !p:^5PFi^ c^tto ’rc«f 

^ TOffRl C^k^R I ^Rl TO ^TO '»fTO CTO^, 

TO TOfC^R ^t*TO ^^‘5k'R (R^, 4 Ri ■<tNTO WJT'^4c«R TO ^;TO ministryil 

cins^ TO TO^ TOi^TO fro tTk^-t f% c^m 'sn^m 1 (tfh 

TOr«’*?'i wt'n^ TO ^TO TO f^TO TO ^c^--3rm% 5 ^ to^ to% 

‘fTPrftpTR^C^lTOTtirTO^^-“TO^l Wo TO? tilt “TOf WTO” I TO1R 

5T7l^ ^ TO C^ !:fTO tilt (71 1 to*R TOl^l 

5C^, ^ ^ (?T^ fTO^^n TO C*rC=5Rl ^HRTO (t «il^ 

(71 TO^’ftOT ^ fe «rk^ I TO ^1 

<1tOT CTO TOTO €R1 CTOTC^^? C^R WRTO TOCTO OTC^ ? (51 C51 

5TO I >nt\ TOW ^*41 I fro OTC’f ^ TO ^1 TO (7R f^ ^?1'Q 80 «RC^ 
TO TOR TO TO— t5^ TORf I W te^l (^nt, (5tt TO TOt 

^ I to:^ f^ TO'8 TO^ 1 to w^rc^s^ (R 5c ^— ($<41 toto 

(^ ntf^ 5 ^, TOTO (51 ^T TOC(5 (5f^R -^l to TOTO 

constitution ^ TO5^ I TOTO cTO TO TOl C^tlTO TO fVgTO 

TOTO ^ constitution (?f^ TO^ 1 TOi TO ministry?! qR c^ W^ TOi% 

C’ft ^fR constitution ^sft ?TO TO^, 4r(7R c^ofct TO ^R »r’45i 
^ic??r TOr^ cwcTO ‘ii^<4i TO TOf (Rt oTTOft c^ Rc?r (^fC>R 

’TO, (SHTR ^(51 ^;TO W^PrtTOTO TOT I ‘ilt TO TO 'J^tR (R !fTO S^4fRRl 

5c?rt^, (TT^tc^ ^*4 I 

Mr, GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Mr. President, Sir, we on this side of 
the House have noticed the keennesb on the part of Mr. Majumdar while 
tabling this motion for the release of the political prisoners. As far as 1 
can understand, this question could very conveniently have been brought 
up for discussion at the time of the budget debate and we should have then 
ample opportunity for discussing this question. Now, Sir, whatever it 
mf\v ]be„ I fail to understand why while discussing this adjournment motion 
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there has been aspersion hy some of the houonrable members of the Opposi- 
tion against the Ministry and Muslim Leaguers — particularly by Mr. Roy 
It IS much better it this motion i»'» discussed in a harmonious spirit. Tt 
other day a question was put to the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali by Mr. l)j 
whether certaiu statements were made by tlie Hon'ble Ohiet Minister o 
ihe 24th Jul^ belore a big crowd in the Assembly House compound to tl 
(Meet tliat he would very soon release the political prisoners. Now, Sir, 
li my honourable Iriend liad this valuable information in his possession 1 
do not think there is any justification to be in smm a hurry about this 
matter. Of course there was a time when there was some difference ol 
opinion with regard to the release of political prisoners. But today we feel 
lor the political prisoners exactly in the same way as you do because cir- 
cumstances have (dianged and today there is really an altered situation. 
When the Hon’ble tlie Chiel Minister made a statement regarding the 
release of political prisoners only tlie other day, 1 think, Hir, sufficient time 
has not elapsed to justify Mr. Majumdar and his supporters to table ai 
motion in sucii haste. They could wait till ibtn. August. Another ques- 
tion is lliat v\h() knows that the iJoliti(;al prisoners if they are released all 
at once will not lake recourse to violence. Mr. Moazzemaii Cliowdhuryi 
has pointed out thut such a sad iucidciit took place in Dacca. We appeal^ 
t.u the Leader of the Opposition and to other leaders to bear in mind this 
lact and issue instructions to that efiect. I tliink that circumstances 
have conic to such a pass that tliese political prisoners will be released to 
day or tomonow. But there is no justification f(>r tins hot haste. The 
Hon’ble Linunc(‘. Minister has requested Mr. Majumdar to withdraw his 
motion and 1 liope lie will do so and not press for a division. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, we have met here today to discuss 
the release of certain prisonei’s wdio have been e.onvieted on political 
grounds. H is really a pity in this age that tliey are stilJ rotting behind 
the jirison bars convicted by tin* (jovernment for iLeii' love of the country. 
Today tJie Muslim League Miuislrv has taken eliarge and we alw^ays hear 
that they will release these jirisoners. Sir, 4U pre-reform prisoners and 
59 other political prisoners are rotting behind the prison bars. We have 
lieard the Cbiet Ministei' making a siateineiit the otliev day before the 
crowd that lie would examine the iu*(;essary papers for the release of these 
jirisoners. But what is there to examine They are in jail that is a fact 
and they should come out. that is also a fact. Then w by there should be 
an examination. The Muslim League Ministry did not put them in jail. 
They were put in the prison by the bureaucratic Government which has 
come liere to rule and terrorize the people by such convictions. It is said 
that the ])resent Ministry is a pojmlar Ministry. Wby then they do not 
come forward and pass the release order here and now That very ques- 
tion w^as put to the Chief Miuistei before the crowd but he couW not give 
a straight ausAver. It is true that in accordance with the resolution of the 
Muslim fjcague the title holders have renounced their titles and they say 
that they will take to a revolutionary path. We hope they will fight the 
Britishers in this country. Let us hope that this Ministry will not fall 
back, they will not falter and w^aut to examine the papers for the release 
of these prisoners. They will not wait till the 15th August. I hope and 
believe like the Finance Minister who has made a statement on behalf rtf 
the Chief Minister that these prisoners will come out very soon. Sir, 
various arguments have been advanced as to why this Ministry or that 
Ministry did not release them. Other provinces have already released 
them and why in Bengal these prisoners are rotting behind the prison bars 
lor no fault of their own but only for tlie love of their country. We also 
know that in many cases the trial" was a mockery; that they were not given 
proper chances of even defending themselves. They were kept behind in 
such a way that they ^onld not even defend themselves properly and that 
yras the method adopted by fUi, alien government and there jvas nolhihg to 
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suppress such a government wtich has come to rtile and not to give any- 
thing to us. That was expected from them. But now, Sir, time has 
changed. We are on the verge of a revolution; a great revolution has 
come and we are sure to at'hieve our independence very soon. Let us hope 
that tlie present Ministry will take up the cause of these prisoners. There 
fis no question of examining or losing time. They must pass the release 
%rder; otherwise there the great force, the mass force is lising which will 
see to it so that this is done. This is a demand from the country, this is a 
demand from the people, this is a demand from tliis House that they must 
he released as soon as possible. 


Mr. MOHD. TOUFIQ: Sir, I would not liave taken pari in today’s dis- 
cussion but for the fact that matters are going unreplied. I find that 
members on the other side are not very sincere for the ndease of these 
prisoners hut they are sincere for the propaganda of their party. The 
mover opened his case bv saying that (‘ireumstanees have changed and that 
Congress has accepted tlie Cabinet Mission’s proposals. 1 say it is quite 
incorrect. The Congress has not acna'oted the Cahinet Mission’s proposals 
It has simply agreed to go to the Const if mmt Assembly just to defeat the 
object of tlie Muslim League. Tlu* nniver bus rebM-n'd to Mr. Lloyd 
George atid Mr. de Valera, tbat Mr. d(‘ Valera was invii.(*d to discuss the 
reforms, hut he refused to discuss tin* t(‘rms of sueb reforms until the 
release of his country’s pcditical |n ison(‘rs. T ask why the ( ongress^ bad 
not the courage to ask the Cabinet Mission first to ri'lease the political 
prisoners and then to have a talk regarding the future* constitution ol 
India or to discuss the Cabinet Mission’s proposals. At the time when 
the Cabinet Mission eanie to India tlieie was Seetion Government in 
Bengal and the C’ongress could have conveniently asked the Mission to have 
these politii'al ])risoners of Bengal released first and then talk about the consti- 
tution for India. My friend Khan Bahadur Sk. Md. Ian has said that the 
Muslim League will ^lot, be able to launch a campaign and that when the 
Congi’ess lias defeated the Britisii Government what ilu'y \vill (’are f(^r tin* 
MusHm League. The Muslim League has no such dofeatist mentality as 
the Congressite Khan Bahadur has. My friend Mr. Badrudduja advised 
ibis side of the House not to indulge in imrtv politics. But I am sorrv to 
say that he has not advised his side of the House who started mentioning 
tliV Leasiip iind tlie Congress conirovi'rsy. My friend Mr. Datta anrnts 
help from the Muslim I/eague in releasing the political prisoners and he 
wants lhat the Muslim League Ministry should release them herausp they 
are a popular Ministry and (hat these people were patriots Does he tlien 
accept the Muslim League ideal of a sovermgn rahistaii or he wants to 
have them released only because they belong to bis pai(,\ So I have to 
sav this mueb tbat the other side is only trying to propagate for the.ir 
pa'rtv and do nothing else. They are -loing similar things in other pro- 
vinces. With regard to the depressed classes who are . lamoiiring for their 
rights the ministries there are putting them in piiN Tt is only for Ihe 
sake of propaganda and party that they want to a.e.mc the Muslim 
Ministry here. And it is only with thiA ond m view that they have n.shed 
forward with this motion, when the TTon’I.lc riiief Munster had alrc.dv 
as.sured the Honse. I mean the Lower House we]' demonstrators 

in the compound of this Building the other day that he was very careful^' 
considering all the oases. He has already released so manv prisoners So 
instead of casting aspersiojis they ought to be grateful to tlie Obiof 
Minister and to the. Mu.slim League party. It is not a ( ongress Ministrv 
that thev have relea.sed only the political prisoners helonging to heir own 
partv The Congress ministries have been so miicli zealous in the matter 
of rdeasing polifical pri.soners because almost all the political Pnsoners 
belong to their party. Acensatmu has also been iii.idt 
MinisHv is rather slow to release such prisoner.s Rut T sai ^ 

the very short spare of time at their disposal the Ministrv could not do 
better for a party wbieb is opiiosmg the Government. 
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Dr. KUMUD 8AKKAR ROY: Sir, 1 was very glad to heai the Hon’ble 
Minister say that he does not want to detain the prisoners unnecessarily but 
at the same time he pleaded for time to release them. From his speech 
I could gather that Government has already divided political prisoners into 
several groups. Some of them have already been released on medical 
grounds, and Uhe cases of those who have been convicted of terrorist crimes 
are being considered. iHe also mentioned that the Chief Minister who 
was at present out of Bengal would examine these cases as soon as he comes 
baftk and, if necessary, would release them. Sir, what is the difficulty and 
what is the reason for examination of these cases, 1 fail to understand. If 
members on the other side are at all sincere in their love for freedom is 
there anybody who will deny freedom to persons who have gone to prison 
in order to achieve the freedom of their country p Therefore, I ask what 
is the point in examining these cases P What is the lesson they have learnt 
from the great war? Persons who have indulged in the atom bombs and 
have killed millions of people are now considered to be heroes. They 
did not at all take any long time to consider whether it would be consider- 
ed a crime to end the war immediately, although millions of lives w’ould 
be lost thereby. Could not that action be considered to be a heinous 
atrocity committed in the name of freedom or love of the country? Did 
anybody pause to consider this aspect at the time? Then again people 
whose country was overrun and who had gone underground and (‘omniitted 
many outrages to recover the freedom of their country, were subsequently 
acclaimed as heroes, T mean, people composing Marshall Tito’s Govern- 
ment. I cannot really make out what is ihc point the other side has tried 
to drive at. Why not do the thing in time? Is it not well known ihal n 
thing done in time is better than doing it late? T would, therefore, appeal 
1o the Hon’ble Minister, that sinc^ everybody is agreed on iihe (luestion of 
the release of the political prisoners, to release them forthwith without 
wasting further time. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL; Sir, 1 support the motion tabled 
by Mr. Haridas Majunidar. It is the custom to release political prisoners 
on the eve of any great political change and a great political change is in 
sight, the form of which is however not yet known. But when any change 
is coming it is proper that all ])olitical prisoueis irrespective of their mode 
of action should be released forthwith, and T hope the poj)ular Ministry 
will follow this practice. As regards the crime for which they have gone 
to jail, it is said that they were misled, hut even now T am not going to 
admit that they were. Theirs was one type of fighting; next came the 
Congress with another type of fighting, and another party is cnining for- 
ward with yet another type. The diffeumce lies in tlie mode of fighting. 
So it is not proper to say that they were misled ; T say that thev were not 
at all misled. I say that everyone is right. They followed the path of 
terrorism because they thought that by that, course they wmuld free their 
country and I am not inclined to say that they were mistaken. I think, 
nay it is my conviction, that all the hon’ble members present here, who 
are representatives of the people, are all patriots and there is no doubt 
that everyone likes to see his country free from bondage, and when we 
are all patriots why should we not have respect for those who have fought 
for freedom and for which they are still behind the prison bars. It is our 
duty as their friends to bring them out as quickly as possible and we 
must exert all our mite to do it. I know' some of mv friends of the League 
side were my co-workers and we lived together in the same place for 
months and years. So I am not inclined to believe that they are not 
patriots and that they do not feel for their countrymen. I am sure they 
are equally anxious for the release of the political prisoners as we are. 
Regarding the Constituent Assembly one of my friends on the opposite has 
said that the release of all the political prisoners should have been 
demanded before the Congress agreed to entei the Constituent Assembly. 
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But I may say that the Congress put some condition and it is a conditional 
entry. It is yet to he seen whether the Congress will continue in the 
Constituent Assembly or not. 

Then, Sir, there are some other cases which have not yet come before 
the House, that is the cases of those rebels who are still absconding — 
those who took part in the 1942 movement — the movement at Balurghat in 
the Dinajpur district. There are also some workers of the movement 
between 1942, and 1945 who are still absconding. I hope they should be 
allowed to come out of their kiding. They must be released and must 
be set at liberty. There was no conviction and they were not prisoners at 
all and I hope the present Ministry should take a note of this and allow 
them to be free as quickly as possible. I think. Sir, that in the matter of 
the release of political prisoners there shoulhl not he any difference (d 
opinion in this House. In spite of the method of fight, in spite of the way 
which they followed everyone in this House will agree that they aro 
patriots 

Mrs PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Sanyal, how long will you 
take to finish your speech, because after you Mr. Majnmdar will reply. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have finished. I only hope 
that all of us should he unanimous to demand release of the political 
prisoners. 

(Mr. Niir Ahmed rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Ilaridas Majumdar you may speak for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Mr. President, Sir, my friend Mr. 
Tialit Chandra Das wanted to hold Ihat my motion was a censure motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As there is some more time at nnr disposal, let me 
give an opportunity to Mr. Nur Ahmed who rose to speak. Yes, Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, speaking on Indialf of tlu‘ 
great party, the Muslim League Parly, I can assure my hon’hle fri(*nds, 
the mover of the motion as well as his supporters that tlu* Muslim Leagm' 
stand for freedom and they do not want lo keep in })rison or in detention 
any person unless it is absolutely necessary for the. safc'ty and for the order 
and peace of the society. The Chief Minister has assured here and else- 
where, in the platform and outside, that he will release all political 
prisoners, after due examination. The other day lie assured the crowd 
outside this Hou.se to this eft'eet, hut I fail to realise why reasonable tinu' 
has not been allowed to him. We are as anxious as our friends on the 
other side for the release of the political prisoners These aie the days of 
great events. India to-day expects that very soon she will he an 
mdependent country and the persons who fought for tlie liberation of this 
country should he ’liberated. There are several political prisoners belong- 
ing to my district of Chittagong and I know some of fliem. There is no 
doubt about their patriotism. The fire of patriotism was burning m them 
Some of their actions we, Muslims, cannot support. Beiause Muslims 
cannot have recourse to murder of innocent persons. My appeal to tin* 
mover of the motion and his supporters would he to allow the Ministrry 
some time to carefully examine the question. There should not he any 
hurry in this important matter. 

In this connection I mav say a few words to my hon’hle friend, ^iiii 
Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. who takes every opportunity to throw 
vile attacks on the Muslim League. He cast some aspersions and went 
awav He never stavs to hear what we have to say in reply to his charges. 
It is very unfortunate. I strongly jirotest against his attacking the great 
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Muhlim oigauisaiion! Jlusliius know limv tp iigkt, if ueofessary, for 

our own rights and privileges, for the independence of Pakistan in a free 
India. We (To not expect that he should teach us. Sir, I strongly protest 
against that remark and also against the (conduct of his though lie is not 
here ^hen the reply is being given. Sir, I liave heard some sermon from 
Mr. Badriidduja who is known among tlie |)u])]ie as tlie hero of Cordova 
and Granuda fame. I never expectecl such a nmiark from him, from the 
hero wlio once belonged to the Muslim League and was returned to tlie 
Assembly on a Muslim League ticket. But a very few dhys after lie 
changed his colour and walked over to the other side. 

(As his time was up the speaker resumed his seat.) 

Mfi HARIOA8 MAJUMDAR: Mr. President, Sir, I won’t take much 
time at this stage of the debate as many speakers that folhjwed me, the 
mover, have already spoken supporting the object of this adjournment 
motion. T shall only refer to those observations of the hon’hle members 
which call for ;i reply from me. Mr. Das did not like the idea that I 
should treat tin's as a mere adjournment motion and not as a ceiisurf» 
motion. I did it purposely because I wanted to test the sincerity of my 
friends sitting in front. Some of them were loud in their speeches at the 
meeting in tlie Sraddliananda Park held tor the release of the political 
prisoiiers. T only wanted to see whether they wonhl make it a non-party 
(piestion and see that the prisoners wer(‘ ivh'ased and thus sti’cmgtheu the 
hands of the Ministers by passing this motion unanimously. That was 
my idea in talding this adjournment motion because if T bad held it a 
censure motion they might sav that as a matt'*r of yrrincipie they could not 
go against the niiiiistry and tlu' Tr(‘asiiry Bencluvs. Another jioint T should 
like to em]>hasise iu this e-oiiiiection and that is this: The last ministry 
headed by Mr. Pa/dul Tlu(| had at that lime many difficulties. One of them 
was that the Gf)vernment of India was against tludr reh'ase. But now the 
Central Government hav(‘ agreed that the Provincial Goviwnments can deal 
with the matter in their own way and the (kingress ministries in other pro- 
vinces have already taken advantage of it and rideasi'd the ])oli1ieal iirisoners. 

I would ask my hon’hle friend, the Finance Minister, to take note of this 
and to see that these prisoners are s(d. ,it lilxwty without any loss of time. 
There is another thing now which was not there at the time of the last 
ministry and that is tlu‘ aimosphei-e that has been created for tbe setting up 
of (be Constituent Assmiibly. TTnj)reeedented in British bistorv a Cabinet 
Mission came and the,\ gave out to all the ])eople of the world that India is 
going to he fre(‘ very soon and made it possible for the establishment of a 
Constituent Assembly. Tbe Constituent Assembly will have been formed 
soon and tliey will deedare India free. There is no doubt about it. There 
should he no (jnestion of this seel ion or that community, Rikh or Muslim, 
not taking part in it. It is India that is going to he free: not this section 
or that s(‘ction. Therefore 1 would reijuest the Sikhs and the Muslims to 
reconsider their position and to join the Constituent Assemhlv and to declare 
the country free, ddiese are all the devtdopmeuts and the difficuilties that 
confronted the Faydul ILuj ministry are now over and there can he no more 
delay in releasing the prisoners. So I would again request the Treasury 
Bmiehes to im]>leuient their assuram es and ]>romisps and to set free these 
])olitieal ludsoners who hav(‘ alnnidv ^(U'ved long terms of imprisonment 
ranging from 12 to l(i \ears for their crime of patriotism. We these words, 
Sir, I hoju' that the ministry will take this opportunity to release the political 
prisoners without delay. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Sir, on behalf of the Go\enimenl something has already been stated 
by uiv friend the lion ’hie lht‘ Financo Alinister, Mr. Mohammed 
Ali. We have inady it uhs(»lutely clear that we have full sympathy 
with the object of the motion. But the fact remains that we have not yet 
been able to examine eacli and every ease 
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Mft PRESIDENT: 1 understand iliat the two hours limit has already 
been reached; so the debate automatically terminates. 

Hours of Sitting. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

All ri^ht, Sir. 1 have one judnt to raist* and that' is re^mrdiiig* the time of 
our sitting* to-morrow, it has been represented by the other House that it 
would suit that House better we sit at 1-15 p.m. instead of at 1-30 p.m. 
The liOwer House insists that owing to the BainzaU last it would be very 
inconvenient to them if tbi.s House sit at 1-30 p.m. ordinarily. And I think 
we should accommodate them in view of the |{amzan. » * 

Mr. NACENDRANATH MAHALANOBISH : Have we not got the 

Ramzan here, tooJ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, hut this timing will not affect this House very much. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. In matter 1 am mitirely in tlie 
hands of the House, and 1 would like to know tin* ^iew’s oi the House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; 1 would stick to 1-30 p.m.< Sir. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: My mind is ipiitc oiien in regard to iliivs 
question. [ would ])rclcr 1-30 to 1-15, hut if everybody wants to sit at 1-15, 
then 1 liave no obj(*ctioii. It must be decided by a majoi’ity. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

On beball of the (jovernmeiit I would request that the House may agree lo 
sit at 1-15 p.m. instead of at 1-30 p.m. for the convenience of llie otbei 
house. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When there is such an appeal irom the 
Leadei ot tie* House, we have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: J hen it i'^ .igieed that we m(‘e1 Irom now* at 1-15 p.m. 
oidiiiarilv , lu.stt^ad ot at 1-30 p.m Tlie House now stands adjourned till 1-15 
ji.m. to-morrow\ 

Adjournment. 

Idle Couiiei] then adjourned till l-lo p.m. on IhursdaN. the Ist August, 

1040. 

Members absent. 

ddie lollowiiig members were al>stMil Irom tbe met ting held on the 31st 
duly,'' 1940: — 

(1) Mr. Ahdulla-al Mabmud. 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Mr. Yusuf AH <3iowdbury. 

(4) Air. Kamiiii Kumar Dutta. 

(5) Kbau Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Kllulii. 

(0) Sir Md. Azizul Ilaque, Ivliaii Hahadur. 

(7) Mr. Mungtiiram Jaipuria. 

(8) Air. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(9) Maiilaua Aid. Akram Khan. 

(10) Air. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Alukhlesui Bahama n. 

(13) Air. F. C. J. Steuart. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATES 


First Session, 1946^No. 6. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Buildii^, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 1st August, 1946, at 1-15 p.ni., being the sixth 
day of the Ist- session of 1946, persiiant to section 02(?)(f7) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prosad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Relief to the Pandits. 

47. Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

ifi) if his attention has been drawn to an appeal made to the Govern- 
ment and to the public to come to the aid of the struggling 
pandits by the Hon’ble Mr. Justice B. K. Miikharji in course of 
his address presiding over the Annual Convocation of the Bengal 
Sanskrit College; and 

{b) what ste])s the Government propose to take to relieve the distress 
of the pandits y 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

{b) In 1944-45, Government saindioned an additional sum of Ks. 89, 739-8 
over and above that spent in tlie previous year as detailed below: — 

Rs. as. p. 

(/) Grant-in-aid to tols against a grant of Its. 42, 299 

in previous year ... 52,712 H 0 

(//) Sti])cnds to ])U])ils and pandits on tlie results 
of Sanskrit Examination awarded by the 

Bengal Sanskrit Association against a grant 
of 118.24,799 in ])revious year ... 24,718 9 0 

{iii) Dearness allowance to tol pandits at Ils.5 per 
month as sj)ecial aid for the year 1944-45 
against nil in jirevious year ... 79,209 0 0 

. ^ Total ... 1,56,639 8 0 


In 1945-46 Government spent an amount of 11s. 1,90, 633 on dearness 
allowance to relieve the distress of the pandits, in addition to the usual 
expenditure on grant-in-aid and stipends as detailed below : — 


Rs. 

(i) Grant-in-aid to tols ... 52,200 

iii) Stipends to pupils and pandits on the results of 

Sanskrit Examinations awarded., by the Bengal 
Sanskrit Association ... 24,718 

{Hi) Dearness allowance to tol pandits for the year 

1946-46 together with the arrear of 1944-46 ... 1,00,633 

Total ' ... 1,77,551 


12 
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Mn HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the average annual income of a pundit as such ? ^ 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MlTAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

I want notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Is it not a fact that under the present 
abnormal market the help that is given in the shape of grants-in-aid and dear- 
ness allowance to the pundits as stated in reply (/V) and (in), is quite instifii- 
cient? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AI YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government’s finances are also limited that fact has also to be taken into 
consideration and in spite of that Government have made a liberal grant of 
Es. 89,739 over and above the ordinary grant. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : With regard to the 
amount that has been spent for grant to tols, namely, Rs. 52,200 will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state for how many tols this grant has to be spent? 

The Hoti’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: What steps, if any, Government want to 
take in regard to the amelioration of the conditions of the pundits this 
year? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

We do not contemplate to do anything this year, but this question will 
come up along with ihf^ proposal of improving the lot of teachers of all 
other classes. 

Subdivisianal Officers in the Dacca Division. 

48. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the number of Subdivisional Ofiicers in the Dacca Division; 

(h) the communities to which they belong; and 

(c) if the Government ])ro]) 08 e to ai)i)oint Subdivisional Officers from 
among the Hindus where the Muslims constitute the majority of 
the i)Opulation and from Muslims where the Hindus constitute 
the majority of the j)opulation for the protection of minority 
interests ? 

The Hon^bla Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): (a) There are 
17 Subdivisional Officers in the Dacca Division. 

(h) On the 1st July, 1940, there were 4 Hindus and 13 Muslim Subdivi- 
sional Officers. 

(c) No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why a negative answer has been given in reply to part (c) ? * 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a question of 
policy and Government liappen to adopt tliat policy. On the other hand 
there is a demand in tlie areas where the Hindus predominate for the posting 
of a Hindu officer and where the Muslims predominate for the posting of a 
Muslim officer. But in this respect Government have no cut and dry policy, 
only as a measure of administrative convenience they have adopts this 
without any consideration of the community to which a particular officer 
belongs. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: If there is a public demand in a Hindu majority 
area, wjll a Hindu Subdivisional Officer be posted there and 
xnce versa? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have already 
stated there is no hard and fast rule in the matter of posting? of officers but 
the Government try to accede to the demand as far as possible. 

'Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0HALAM0BI8H : Will the Hon hie Minister 
please state the percentage of Muslim and Hindu population in the Dacca 
Division ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI:^ 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H : Will the IWble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the posting of officers both Hindu as 
well as ^hislini is in proportion to the percentage of population? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ash for notice, but 
I may submit tliat the posting is not done on the percentage basis. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it not the policy of the Government 
to protect the minority interests? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, most certainly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that is the policy and if a demand is 
made from the public will Government consider the desirability of appoint- 
ing a Muslim officer in a Hindu majority area and a Hindu officei’ in a 
Muslim majority area? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The iiiterests of the 
minority are protected by the Government officials and the (piestion of post- 
ing an officer belonging to a particular community does not arise. 


Reappointment of retired Government officers. 

49. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the CJiief Minister’s Dei)artment be i)leased to 
state — 

{(() the number of over-age retired officers who were taken ))ack into 
services during the war and are still in Government (‘mjdoyment ; 
and 

(h) whether the Government intend to replace them as early as jmssible 
by younger recruits? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): The information 
is being collect/ed and a reply will be given in due course when complete 
information is available. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you permit me, Sir, to protest 
against*^ tjiis novel method of sabotaging questions by giving such 
answers f And will this question again come up for answer without notice ? 

The Hon’We Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May T in reply say, 
Sir, that it is not a novel method of sabotaging questions. The idea in 
giving such an ad interim reply is because the Council Dei)arlment fix a 
target date by which a reply to a question is to be furnished to them. But 
sometimes it is not possible to collect all the information in order to furnish 
a full reply and therefore an ad interim reply is given with the idea that 
when the required information is available a full reply will be given. 
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Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8s It is my experience of tKe last 10 fears 
that sncli ad, interim replies are given, but the point is whether the Hon'ble 
Minister will answer this question this Session or any other Session without 
asking for fresh notice. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No further notice will 
be required and the information will be furnished as soon as the information 
is received by us. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: I rise on a point of privilege, Sir. 
To-day has been fixed for the general discussion of the Budget, but, before 
the discussion is taken up, there is an important matter vitally concerning 
the privileges of this House and in this matter wliich 1 am placing before 
you now, Sir, I have the consent of all the parties in this House. Though 
1 represent one of the parties I did consult the Leaders of the other parties 
and what I say now is the general consensus of opinion of all the parties in 
the House including the European (Iroup. 

Now, according to section l()9 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
‘^The reports of the x^uditor General of India relating to the accounts of the 
Federation shall be submitted to the Governor General, who shall cause 
them to be laid before the Federal Legislature, and the rejiorts of the 
Auditor General of India or of the Auditor General of the Province” (if 
one is appointed of course), “as the case may be, relating to the accounts 
of a Province shall be submitted to the Governor of tin* Province, who shall 
cause them to be laid before the Provincial Legislature”. I submit that the 
Legislature necessarily means both tJie Legislative Assembly and the 
Legislative Council wh(‘re there are two Chambers. So it is a statutory 
provision, Sir, that the reports of the Auditor General shall be submitted to 
the Governor of the Province and he shall cause I hem to be laid before the 
Provincial Legislature, which means that the Tt*]>ort of the Auditor (icneral 
is to be laid before this House also. I would tlicn. Sir, refer to rules 
107, 108 and 109 of the Council Pules, which liave been promulgated 
under the ])rovisionH of the Government of India Act, 1935, and 
having statutory value. Pule 107 lays down that “When the accounts 
of the Province and the reports of the Auditor General tiiereon have been 
laid before the Council, the Secretary shall cause them to be published, 
and a copy of the accounts and the repoits shall be made available for the 
use of each member”. Then, Sir, rule 108 lays down. “No discussion 
of the accounts of the Province and the reports of the Auditor-General 
thereon shall take place in the Council until tiie reports of the Committee 
on Public Accounts on such accounts and reports has been presented to 
the Council under rule 109.” Then, vSir, rule 109 lays down; “The 
report of the Committee on Public Accounts on the accounts of the Pro- 
vince and the reports of the Auditor-General thereon shall be presented to 
the Council by the Finance Minister”. 8o, Sir, under rule 108 there 
cannot be any discussion of the accounts of the Province and the reports 
of the Auditor-General thereon in this House until the report of the Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts has been presented to this House. It is apparent, 
Sir, that we must ha\e a Committee on Public Accounts constituted by this 
House alone or in conjunction with the other House. So, Sir, a very 
valuable right of this House is indirectly withheld by not allowing this- 
House to be on the Committee on Public Accounts. And, as I have 
already said, Sir, no discussion of the x-Vccounts of the Province and the 
Reports of the Auditor-General thereon shall take place in the Council 
until such accounts and reports have been presented to the Council under 
rule 109. It is a matter of great grievance to the House and a matter 
which was being ventilated and urged upon the Government from the very 
initiation of the House everjr year. Every year this demand has been made 
but it comes to no conclusion. It is evaded by the Ministers. Even the 
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other day, namely, upon the very first day that we met, there was a question 
on the subject put by my friend Mr. Haridas Majumdar as to what has 
happened to this demand of the House. There was an evasive reply or 
rather no reply at all. This could not be done that day on account of the 
absence of the Hon’ble Minister concerned. It is well known to the Chair 
also that this matter is a matter of grievance to the House and that this is a 
demand which is bein^ made every year. It may be said that to-day is not 
a day for the discussion of any ^reports of the Auditor-General, tint as a 
matter of fact that stage will never arrive at all here because unless we are 
on the Public Accounts Coniinittee there can be no report of the CoTiiinittee 
on Public Accounts at all m which we could participate and take part, and 
that occasion will not come at all for a discussion of that particular report. 
So in order to bring home this matter to the Government and to have a pro- 
per remedy I have got the consent of all the parties in this House to say 
that the members of the House have resolved to refuse to take any part in 
the budget discussion today, because they think that it is absolutely useless 
and of no value unless the House gets the right by which they can get some 
of their members elected to the Committee on Public Accounts. And until 
and unless that relief is granted and we get that right, T again repeat, it is 
the united determination of the House to refuse to take part in any general 
discussion of the budget at all. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, the 
hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition has quoted from a siatniory provision 
regarding the submission of accounts through the Auditor-General before 
the Provincial Legislature. He has not, however, (pioted any statutory pro- 
vision wherein it has been provjded that the members of a particular House 
should be on the Committee on Public Accounts, but he simply infers by 
reason of rule 108 of the Rules of Procedure of this House that there should 
be a Committee on Public Accounts of this House, He has also made an 
incorrect statement when he says that the question of a Public Accounts 
Committee of this House was not answered on the floor of the House because 
the Minister concerned was absent; that is not the correct position, Sir. 
The position was this : A reply was duly sent by my predecessor in office in 
answer to the particular question. 1 had not, however, dealt with the file, 1 
had not even seen the file, and, tlierefore 1 was not aware of the actual posi- 
tion. Therefore with tlie j)ermission of the Chair the question was held over 
so that I could consider the reply and answer the question on the floor of 
the House, so that I could take responsibility for what I was going to say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 'Hie question was not withdrawn but 
held over. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Yes, held over, 
with the idea that the reply would be re-framed and tlien answered on the 
floor of the House, because I had not seen the tile and dealt with the matter. 
Therefore, I was not in a position to explain the Government’s point of view. 
So far as this matter is concerned, 1 have not examined its implications which 
would enable me to make any definite commitment on behalf of the Govern- 
ment; nor do I know what is the constitution of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee. 1, therefore, require some time to ( onsider the matter and I can 
assure the hon’ble members that the matter will be considered very 
sympathetically. I cannot say anything more at this stage because I have 
'not had any notice of the reference that the hon’ble the Leader of the 
Opposition was going to make today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may just inform the Hon’ble Finance Minister that 
this is a very long standing grievance. This question was discussed more 
than once with successive Finance Ministers. As regards the constitution 
of the Public Accounts Committee, although it is not clearly laid down in 
the Act whether the Committee should be from one or both Houses — still 
the word ^^Legislature” implies both the Chambers of the Legislature and 
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on that point there is no doubt whatsoever, I may just inform the Hon’hle 
Finance Minister that if he looks up the Government files on the subject, 
he will find that the opinion of the Advocate-General was sought, when I 
was a Minister of Government, and his opinion on this point was clear that 
Legislature means both Houses of the Legislature. It is on that ground 
that I find that it is not fair to this House that it should go unrepresented 
on the Public Accounts Committee. The members of this House should be 
allowed either to sit on the same Committee or there should be a separate 
Committee of their own. Now, in view of the very important issue raised, 
are Government prepared to give a definite promise? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I was not aware 
of this fact, that there was a long standing dispute over this matter. Had 
it been brought to my notice earlier, I could have decided it by now. This 
is the first time that my attention has been drawn to it and now that 1 know 
the position I can assure you that I shall arrive at a decision within a fort- 
night (Voices: No, that is a very long time.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Government cannot induce the members of 
the other House to sit on the same Committee the members of this House 
should be allowed to form a separate Committee of their own. When I say 
this, I think, I voice the opinion of all the members of this House. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Apart from 
the point which has been raised by Mr. Dutta, this House refuses to take 
part in the general discussion of the budget and in view of what has been 
said, namely, that it is the right and ])rivilege of the House to sit at the 
Public A<'counts Committee — either being co-opted to the same Committee 
or have a separate Committee of their own. In view of this, are we com- 
petent to proceed with the budget discussion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Budget discussion is not in any way depen- 
dent on tlie formation or constitution of the Public Accounts Committee. 
Moreover in the past this House did agree to discuss the budget in spite of 
the fact that there was no Public Accounts Committee of its own. I think 
that riglit miglit be kept in abeyance for the time being. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. I would make 
one submission to the Leader of the Opposition. As I hav(‘ said, this is 
the first time that this matter has been brought to my notice and I would 
request him not to withdraw from the discussion of the budget. We always 
welcome critiidsni from every side of the House. We welcome healthy and 
constructive suggestions on the budget jiroposals and I would also point out 
that it would not be fair to withdraw from the discussion without giving 
us an\ notice about this matter. In these (ircumstances I hope that the 
Leader of the Ojipo.sition will give us a fortnight’s time, in view of the fact 
that no previous notice was given to me, to come to a decision. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, may I suggest that this question 
of the Public Accounts Committee may be decided during tlie discussion 
of the Budget, namely, within three days and not in a fortnight. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, 
this question was hanging fire for a very long time and now the hon’ble 
members want to come to a decision here and now. Sir, it is not possible 
for me to come to a decision within such a short time. I shall require some 
time to go through the file. As a matter of fact I have to attend the two 
Houses. I have to work from morn till night. Today in the morning I 
had to attend the Cabinet meeting, then I have come to this House and 
again I shall have to attend the other House. Honourable members should 
realise how hard pressed I am for time. Therefore, it is not possible for 
me to go through a file of that magnitude in the course of a day or two. 
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But I may assure the honourable members that I, shall give a decision by 
the end of next week. 

Dfi KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, will it materially make any 
difference if we postpone the discussion of the Budget for a week or 10 
days? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, it will upset the 
whole programme. Moreover, ft is the privilege of the Opposition to dis- 
cuss the Budget. I do not know how they feel about it. 8o far as the 
Government are concerned we will welcome any criticism. The other House 
will vote for the supplies shortly and it is necessary, therefore, to complete 
the Budget Discussion as early as possible. I would request the honourable 
members not to postpone the discussion. I have already promised that I 
shall come to a decision by the end of the next week. I am not asking 
for a fortniglit’s time but by next week I shall announce my decision, which 
means only (S days from today. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Then postpone the discussion for 8 days and when 
we hear the decision we shall resume the discussion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Then do I take it that it is the desire of the House 
to postpone the General Discussion of the Budget now? 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I would request you to give me 
sometime to consult other members on this point. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, this question of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee has been hanging fire for a very long time 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am prepared to adjourn the House 
for a few minutes if that would help the ])onourable members to come to a 
decision on this point. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: That will be better, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2 p.m. 

(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, vSir, 
it has been decided that the Government will annouiu'c its decision on 
Tuesday and on the basis of that assurance the members of the Opposition 
are willing to participate in the budget discussion. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; It should be on the record, Kir, that 
it is on that assurance and on that condition tliat avc have agreed to parti- 
cipate in the budget discus.sion. 

Objection to meeting on Saturday. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. From 
the notices that have been circulated to us, it will appear that we are also 
to take part in the discussion of the budget on Saturday. Saturday will 
be inconvenient for us, Sir, and we are not usually sitting on Saturdays. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; What has the Leader of the House got to say? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I have since arranged that there should he no sitting on Saturday as 
the members w\ant that there should be no sitting that day. They have 
already told me about that and Government have agreed that there should 
be no sitting on Saturday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then am I to take it that the Budget discussion 
will be held today, tomorrow, Monday and Tuesday? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8A I YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Tuesday has not yet been fixed, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I would suggest that you agree to have the dis- 
cussion also on Tuesday because from my experience I can tell you that it 
is hardly possible to finish the Budget discussion giving sufficient oppor- 
tunities to all the members within three days. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I have informed the people who are in charge of the.se things that usually 
the (Council is given 4 days for this purpose. They were not sure about it 
and they were looking up the records. Obviously it used to be 4 days and 
it will Ibe 4 days. The final decision will come afterwards. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDARs There is an adjournment motion stand- 
ing in my name, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Regarding your adjournment motion, Mr. Majum- 
(Jar, — will you kindly resume your seat — I am afraid, I have to refuse to 
give my consent on the ground that it is not an urgent rnatter of public 
importance and of recent occurrence. The grievance mentioned in it is a 
very old one. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will you allow me, Sir, to explain its 
urgency ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am sorry. No. I have already refused my 
consent to it. 

Election to the Privileges Committee. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have to make an announcement regarding the 
Committee of Privileges of the House. I may inform the House that 
nomination papers in respect of only five candidates’ were received up to 
3 p.m. on the dlst July, 1946, for election to the Committee of Privileges 
whereas under rule 120 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules, 
seven members are to be elected to the said Committee. 

As required under standing order 19(^)(m) of the Standing Orders, I, 
therefore, appoint 3 p.m. on Monday, the 5th August, 1946, as the last 
hour and date for submitting further nominations for election to the said 
Committee, 


Message from the Assembly. 

The 8ECRETARY (Dr. 8. K. D. GUPTA); Sir, the following Message 
has been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

“The Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946, as passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 27th July, lSk6, has been 
duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. The concurrence of the 
Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is requested. 


N. Amin, 
Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly. '' 

Calcutta, 

The 31st July, 1946. 

Sir, I herewith lay on the Table the Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 
1946, which was passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting 
on the 27th July, 1946. 
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Notice of Official Bills. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With your ^rmis- 
sion, Sir, I beg to give notice that during the current session of the Bengal 
Legislative Council I shall move that the Bengal Finance (Extending) 
Bill, 1946, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly be taken into 
consideration by the Council and passed as settled in the Council. 

I also request your permission ^to move these motions at short notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, as we start our discussion on tlie Budget today, 
we are in the same unreal atmosphere and the Government have taken time 
to decide till Tuesday whether members of this House will be given an 
opportunity, not of course to vote supplies but only to see the audited 
account for themselves — a right whicli has been denied to them for the last 
ten years. The budget as usual is a routine one completely unimaginative. 
We at least expected our new young Finance Minister, Mr." Mohammed Ali, 
to give us something new and radical — they are on the threshold of a new 
era, for the Muslim League has now entered on a revolutionary path and 
they are going to show a new way to us perhaps to out-Congress the Con- 
gressites. But the Budget that he has presented does not reveal any such 
signs; perhaps it suddenly dawned on them three days ago that they will 
have to turn rebels which the;^ could not have thought of earlier, other- 
wise he might have tried to radically change his ideas to show how a pooi)le’8 
budget could be framed or prepared. lie had sufficient time to make 
real worthwhile changes and he shows himself u]) when he cannot def^lare 
this way or that but wanted time when we wanted to stop the Budget dis- 
cussion today and postpone it. Today, Sir, things have (*ome to such a 
pass that ordinary people do not want to wait for us, or the Nawabs and 
the Nawabzi^as so eager to be called just ‘Mr.’ by renouncing their titles, 
and the Kajas and the Maharajas eager to come into the Congress fold. 
Sir, times are changing and perhaps in no time we may be washed away 
by the tide that might face us. In view of all that is ha])pening, we 
should at least point out from this side how a people’s budget can be framed 
and should be framed. This budget only shows how we are going to be 
taxed more and more and how more and more wasteful expenditure can be 
incurred by Government. It is, Sir, essentially a contractors’ budget 
from top to bottom. I sympathise with Mr. Mohammed Ali when he talks 
about his heavy responsibilities. It is a burden, a heavy burden. And 
he needs his air conditioning plant but it might bring him into a state 
of callousness. Yes, there are heavy and arduous work for those who have 
to attend work in Writers’ Buildings first in the morning for routine work, 
then the Cabinet meeting, then to come to this House and then again to 
attend the Assembly in the afternoon. But there has been no attempt to 
reduce the expenditure incurred on high salaried officers which he himself 
proposed years ago. Sir, it has been shown that some money is going to be 
spent for dearness allowances — a dearness allowance calculated at Rs. 3 
or Rs. 5 per head to the clerks and low paid officers who practically run 
the Government; but, Sir, such dearness allowance ranges from Rs. 200 
to Rs. 400 for those fat salaried officers who are there just sitting over 
these clerks as heads of administration. The general administration of this 
province. Sir, would take away a much larger share of the money than 
w'ould be spent on nation-building activities, such as, Irrigation, Indus- 
tries, Education, Medical;, Pulblic Health, Agriculture taken together — 
one can just imagine how so much money is misspent just to run such an 
administration. 

Now, Sir, if I am to take up each and every item of the Budget it 
Would be very difficult for me to deal with the same in the time 
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at my disposal and it would not allow my other friends here to speak on 
many aspects of the Budget. So I shall have to be brief. I would, Sir, 
like to 8^ something about the Public Health Department of which the 
Hon^ble Finance Minister is also the Minister in-charge. He has been 
Minister of the Department for three months, so his reply will be that he 
has not had sufficient time to study the working of this Department. But 
if he would go through the files of ready schemes and proposals he would 
find that there is one regarding the reorganisation of the public health 
activities in Bengal which is pending since 1938 and though several big 
municipalities of the province accepted the scheme at a conference of the 
All-Bengal Municipal Association, nothing has been done to give effect 
to the scheme. If this scheme were put into operation it could help a bit 
in improving the sanitary conditions of the urban areas of Bengal. I am a 
municipal administrator and I confess I am not an expert in the District 
Board afiairs. But my learned friend the Hon’ble the Finance Minister — 
now President of the District Board Association — knows the conditions of 
the rural areas better than I do. Only Rs. 82 lakhs have been allocated 
for Public Health in Bengal where nearly 60 millions are living! 

Now, Sir, under the head Medical I find that there is a provision of 
2 lakhs for land and building in the Lake area for a temporary hospital. 
How can land and building cost so little in tliat area ? Is it a gift as rent 
to some lucky persons!^ But why a temj)()rary hospital!^ It may perhaps 
be that it would be in a house temporarily requisitioned for the purpose. 
Why could it not be made permanent when there is another item oi Rs. 17 
lakhs provided for the purchase of medical equipments from the American 
Military authorities. When Government have been spending so much 
money and so much time is being taken, why not have a permanent hospital 
building built; why this should be housed in a temporary building and not 
in a permanent one and thereby prevent so much waste? 

Sir, Mr. Mohammed Ali, has begun Harun-al-Rashid tactics to find 
out for liimself the condition prevalent in the city hospitals. It might 
gain for him cheap po])ularity for sometime, but there is a great danger 
— when all his eftorts will not ini])rove matters. Has he ever tried to test 
the diet su])])lied to an ordinary patient, the odd times at which such 
uneatable rubbish is supplied — the difference in diet supplied to the various 
communities and so on and so forth. No, Sir. He has become a busy-body. 
I do not know if he watches the people's sentiments at least through news- 
papers freely available to him. He would have then had some idea of such 
pitiable conditions. And if he would have watched the letter columns of 
our new friend of India, “The Statesman” with a communist touch in it, 
professing at the same time Gandhism of their brand, he would have found 
out that even Europeans are writing letters in these columns to ventilate 
the grievances that even their servants as also other common people dare 
not go to a hospital. Their servants say that it would be better to die 
outside the hospital than inside it. Such is the condition of the hospitals 
in Calcutta, not to speak of such others termed as hospitals outside this 
metropolis. Why donH the Government take over all the hospitals in the 
province and run them under their control as a state service of medical relief 
to the people? It would not cost so much of money as it cost them in the 
boat-building afiairs and such other things which have proved to be a sheer 
waste and a scandal. It will not even cost so much as is going to be spent 
on the haphazard development scheijies, slums improvement schemes, etc.- 
People in Calcutta and the hustse dwellers are already having some ideas 
as to what kind of improvement it would be. Bank-wallas and capitalists 
are already driving the hustee dwellers from those slum areas and when 
these areas are improved the hvstee dwellers will not be there, they will 
have been driven on to the streets. Side by side with these you may look at 
the industrial workers. There the people are living in filth, in unhealthy 
atmosphere. What are the Government doing for them or forcing the 
industrialists to do for them? Nothing, instead the Government are 
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building jails at a cost of Rs. 6 lakbs, police accommodation at Rs. 12 lakhs 
and accommodation for the Subdi visional offices perhaps at Rs, 5 or 6 
lakhs but the sum allocated for the improvement of slum areas does not 
bear any comparison with these. Government, Sir, are bringing Rent 
Control Act in Bengal without giving any thought that if new houses could 
be built or allowed to be built in large numbers and building materials 
like cement, M.S. rod or bricks made easily a'v^ailable to the i)ublic at 
cheap rates they might build eilbugh houses to relieve to some extent the 
congestion and people would also get cheap accommodation. If (‘ontrol is 
exercised upon these building materials for the benefit of persons willing 
to build residential houses then perhaps some good result might be seen 
but I am afraid the Controllers will make money and those persons for 
whom these materials should be released would not be benefited unless they 
are prepared to pay heavily in some form or other. That has been the sad 
state of affairs in this province. Whatever thing has been controlled by 
the Government has disappeared from the market. Why not allow the muni- 
cipalities in the urban areas to acquire land and build cheap houses on those 
lands and then rent them out to certain classes of persons, say, those whose 
salary ranges up to Rs. 150 or Rs. 200 or Rs. 250. Let Government fix the 
rental if they choose but helj) them to build these houses. The muni- 
cipalities will do it in a businesslike way and not like the ration sho}>s and 
such establishments run for profiteering from the i)iiblic but in an unbusi- 
nesslike manner. In some cases the Government allow the mei'chant a 
profit of Rs. 2 and they themselves profit to tlie extent of Rs. 5 a man ml, 
whereas in normal times merchants used to profit or could i)rofit only 
annas 8 per maund of such commodity and yet run their establishinenis in 
a businesslike way. Tlie Civil Supplies Department of the Government of 
Bengal is a scandal as all sections of this House will say with one voi<-e. I 
do not want to dilate on it. 

Now, Sir, we come to an item of taxation and that is the sales tax on 
petrol, which Mr. Mohammad Ali is going to enhance. He might think 
that it is going to be borne by the well-to-do ])eople only but that is not the 
case. It is going to affect the common people. For joy riders very little 
ration is allowed, it is virtually nil. Even wealthy ])erBons when their 
petrol coupons are exhausted manage to move about and finish their essen- 
tial work in somebody else’s car if they cannot obtain more petrol. Some- 
times even some of the Ministers, and the T.C.S. officers, these bureaucrats, 
have to attend their offices travelling in somebody clse’s car or even by 
street cars. Here then, who is going to be affected? The people, the 
common people for whom consumers’ goods are being carried by lorric^s now 
and who have to travel by buses, it is they who are going to be adversely 
affected by this enhanced tax. In 1941 it was introduced with this idea that 
roads would be developed in this province. The roads are still in the 
filthiest condition in this province. Of course the Hon’ble Minister will 
immediately say that the military did it. But why don’t you repair the 
roads when you got so much money from the military in the shape of more 
excise revenue, more sales tax and more belling tax"? Wliy could you not 
utilise that money to keep these roads in good order, not speak of executing 
any road development project? You stopped payment of the motor vehicles 
tax, I mean the payment of the share of such fund to the municipalities 
or the district boards for the last 9 years and nothing has been done to help 
these municipalities or district boards even to maintain the roads in their 
respective areas. But you could always criticise their administration that 
their roads were absolutely filthy because you could not drive your good 
cars on those bad roads but you do not know' what harm you did to them. 
You did not even help them when they approached you for permits of 
jhama metal for their use on roads so that they could repair the roads 
themselves but Government pleaded their inability. I put questions but 
fiuch answers perhaps will be coming that this was not so. I will prove. 
Sir, in this Council with documents that it was so refused and Government 
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did not help them even by lending road rollers after they took theirs for 
their work and then made them over to the Military. Even now in most 
of the municipalities neither compensation nor roller on rent as help is 
forthcoming. In some cases of course the rollers has lately been replaced 
but the prices of stone and jhmna metal, etc., have shot up and there is 
financial difficulty but no contribution is still forthcoming from the Govern- 
ment. 

Now, Sir, about the labour movement, the labour policy of the 
Government is vague and not progressive. Let me cite one instance. In 
24-rargana8 municipalities the sweepers and the conservancy workers struck 
work on the plea that they must get more dearness allowance. The muni- 
cipalities being unable to pay this dearness allowance approached the 
Government and the Labour Commissioner. The Labour Commissioner 
quietly said. Yes, their pay should be increased from Rs. 12 to Rs. 40 but 
he did not care to find out how the municipalities could pay this. The 
Government tried to bring the demand down to Rs. dO and they did it. 
They then superseded one municipality on the ground that the services under 
them were not being properly managed. Now in the same municipality 
within a month of its supersession the conservancy workers struck work and 
what happened? The Government had to increase their wages to Rs. 36 and 
in ilie neighbouring municipalities the wages stood at Rs. 30. Now came the 
bundling — methars strike began in the neighbouring municipality where 
workers from other municip^ities incited those workers loyal to this muni- 
(iipality and the wages had to be raised again. In the neighbouring muni- 
cipality the wages next went up to Rs. 39 sanctioned by one of the Govern- 
ment officers. Even now the Labour Commissioner or the District Magis- 
trate has not come to a decision by formulating a uniform policy as to what 
is to be the basic wage of such workers and whenever they are approached 
they avoid the question. Look at the other side of the picture — whenever 
there is a strike of conservancy workers and sweepers within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Corporation with a demand for more wages, because the health 
of the city will suffer and the sanitary works will completely collapse, the 
Corporation being the pet boy of the Government, although Government 
are always chastising it as the worst administration in the province the 
(^/ori)oration of Calcutta are being helped with huge sums of money. When 
a suburban municipality comes in for help for cheap food for the menials 
amounting to only Rs. 1,947 it is refused by the Finance Department and 
it is informed that this should be paid out from the municipal funds, 
because as they were carrying on so long they could as well carry on, 
however slender their resources may be and whether they can effectively 
carry out their duties or not. 


I now come to the problem of the Industries. Only one crore of rupees 
has been set apart for this purpose, but nowhere is there any constructive 
idea visible, there is no planned scheme for development about this post-war 
reconstruction which should develop the industries and absorb the huge 
number of unemployed people round about Calcutta and the industrial area ; 
this serious matter did never agitate their minds. Myself through the All- 
Bengal Municipal Association at a time when the present Finance Minister 
was its Vice-President moved for the collection of statistics of unemploy- 
ment in the urban areas as far back as the year 1936. We tried for 
Government help during the collection of the statistics during the census 
of 1940. Government kept silent, much too busy with their own census for 
political purposes. When the full census was prepared, the unemployment 
figures were either not j)ubli8hed or even if some kinds of figures were 
managed when one searched for such papers one Was told that those were out 
of print, but the fact is that there is no actual figure or census of unemploy- 
ment of skilled workmen or other classes of manual workers — not to speak 
of municipal urban areas, where it would have been easy to compile an 
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intelligible document on unemployment statistics, but there was nothing 
of the sort. And what is supposed to be there is absolutely fictitious and 
unreliable. 

Coming back to the taxation, Sir, there are several sources which 
Government could have easily tapped instead of taxing the poor common 
people. No. 1 on the list should be not only the enhancement of the betting 
tax, excise duty or sales tax as they are going to do, but the imposition of 
a license fee of 25 lakhs to be imposed on the R.(M\(h as has been done 
in Bombay. Then, there is the nationalisation of the bus and other 
transport services in the city. In no time these would have contributed a 
lot of money to the Government excheq\ier. But the Government is sitting 
tight. They have the idea that they will some day put up a Transi)ort 
Board, and take over the Tramways, but j)erhapH this idea has receded to 
the background. So I at present want to restrict myself to taking over tlm 
bus service only. This has been done by the Punjab Government and they 
are profiteering by the same. There exists at present no big vested interest 
beliind this service to fight and Governmmit could easily take them over to 
ameliorate the conditions of the travelling i)ub]ic. Then they can increase 
the tax or excise duty on imported foreign licpior and on “India-made” 
foreign liquor, the new type of brands that are coming up. But I M'ould 
not now advise increase of duty on country spirit. It may be agreed how- 
ever that if the tax on this foreign liquor is incr(‘ased less })eople will 
purchase it, because the soldiers have gon(‘ away but the facts are that still 
there are enough people addicted to foreign liipior available to pay for your 
administration. It is not a sound practice but if there are drunkards in 
the country let them pay for their amusement and indirectly for ^'our 
administration also. Of course this will not prevent wasteful expenditure 
by you, but who knows that a body of men is not going to come forward 
as representatives of the people some day who will sweep you and us off the 
feet ? 

There is another point before I stop and that is that under the new 
conditions and at a time wdien you are troubled with, as you say, pau(*ity 
of funds you are going to purchase 400 jeeps and some aeroplanes. Kir, 
there are lots of aeroplanes and private aeroplane-owners who could have 
taken you to your Constituent Assembly or anywliere else 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: Be rhaps aviator 
Mr. Biren Hoy also might oblige. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, but I have not yet got an aeroplane of my own. 
But instead of doing any such thing, Government are purchasing them at 
State expense for their comforts. Why not make use of them in the 
interests of the common people in taking out their letters for instance, and 
delivering them in the districts of Bengal instead of using them to crush 
them in the streets of Calcutta ? That would be doing a good job unto the 
ordinary folk. Aeroplanes could also be used for sending money orders and 
helping private educational institutions whose monies are all invest ed in 
Postal Savings Banks accounts and are hence in great distress in not being 
able at the present moment to draw any sum. You will say — ^it is the duty 
of the Central Government. But you are out to fi^ht for your sovereign 
Pakisthan, so you should render help for such services in your province 
when people are suffering. There are lots of subjects, but, Sir, as I had 
the privilege of initiating the debate, my other friends must have the 
credit of these up in details one by one. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHpRE ROY CHOWDHURY; Sir, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise this afternoon to speak on the Budget statement 
which my friend the Hon’ble Finance Minister made in this House a few 
days ago. Before, however, I take up different aspects of the Budget which 
he has introduced for appreciation and criticism, I would like to refer to a 
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fact upon which my honourable friend put a good deal of emphasis. We 
are sincerely glad as he certainly was that the administration under section 
93 was replaced on the 24th April by a Government responsible to the elected 
representatives of the people. But, Sir, just as an extraordinary set of 
circumstances made possible the establishment of section 93 administration 
in this province, so also a peculiar set of circumstances and a peculiar 
system of electoral representation have given a new meaning to the res- 
ponsible Government which has been in operation in this country, parti- 
cularly in Bengal. The electoral representation which is in vogue in this 
province has made it inevitable that a Muslim Ministry enjoying largely 
the goodwill of the Muslim community in Bengal may not enjoy the support 
of tlie Hindu community which constitutes 44 per cent, of the province’s 
]) 0 ]mlation. In view of this fundamental fact I would have been glad, as 
I am sure other colleagues of mine in this House would have been glad, if 
a satisfactory arrangement had been arrived at between the League and the 
Congress parties in Bengal and if a joint Ministry consisting of the accredit- 
ed representatives of the two parties could be constituted in this province, 
ft is my hope. Sir, that the Ilon’ble Finance Minister and his Chief will 
soon find out ways and means for such intimate collaboration with the party 
now in opposition 

Mfi BIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir, there is no Minister in the 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. G. Morgan): I have sent for the Finance 
Minister; he is coming. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: It is not my 

desire, Sir, this afternoon to enter into the details of the financial im])lica- 
tions of the budget as whole. That is a matter which, T am sure, will ])e 
taken up by men more experienced than myself in financial att'airs. But I 
shall be failing in my duty as a member of this House if 1 do not touch 
upon some aspects of public administration affcnded by the Budget which 
my friend the Hon’ble Finance Minister has placed before us. Under the 
head “Police” schemes of additional expenditure have been embodied in the 
Budget. The intention of the Government is certainly to make the police 
organisation more effective and more useful. The question however arises 
for which purpose the police will be more effective and io whom it will 
become more useful. As things stand, cases of theft, robbery, murder, 
arson have been ever on the increase. In the very heart of Calcutta, in a 
locality not far from the place where I happen to reside there have been 
during the past one year at least 9 or 10 cases for burglary and theft. As 
far as I know, the police has failed to unearth the sources of any of these 
crimes and detect offenders in any one of these cases. People are vso dis- 
gusted with the inefficiency of the police and with its inability to cope with 
its normal responsibilities that they have virtually ceased to report such 
cases to the police station. It is my hope that my honourable friend, the 
Home Minister, will see to it that the police is not made more efficient only 
for purposes upon which the Central Government at the present time may 
have set its heart hut also for purposes which affect the immediate interests 
of the people of the province. 

In General Administration also considerable extra expenditure has been 
budgeted for, evidently to raise it out of the rut. The Bengal Administra- 
tion Ihiquiry Committee over which Sir Archibald Rowlands happened to 
preside drew up a very lurid picture of the system of administration in this 
province. The Rowlands Committee drew pointed attention to the fact that 
communalism in recruitment and in promotion of the civil servants was 
largely responsible for the great demoralisation which had overtaken the 
administration. Unfortunately, during this short period of the present 
Government’s tenure of office, report after report has come over to us of 
cases of supersession of Hindu officers only on the ground of their belonging 
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to a particular community which is not in a majority in Bengal and which 
has no representation in the Ministry. I know, Sir, the kind of influence 
that is brought to bear upon the Ministry from day to day. But I expect 
my honourable friends who preside over the great departments at Writers* 
Buildings to rise about this influence. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
referred in his statement to a scheme which has been drawn up for the 
purpose of liquidating the Permanent Settlement. He had told us further 
that this scheme will be at first *put into operation in the districts of Farid- 
pur, Bakarganj, Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah. We do not yet know 
anything as to the principles and details of this scheme. The sooner the 
Government of Bengal takes the public into its confidence as to the 
exact nature of this scheme the better for all. It is not the oc'casion when 
I may be expected to say anything for or against the continuance of tlie 
existing land system. But I think it is time that the Government place 
all their cards on the table in this regard. 

I take this occasion, Sir, to congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on that 
part of his statement which is concerned with tlie Medical and Public Health 
arrangement the Government proposes to make in the present year. The 
increase of hospital accommodation and greater facilities of higlier medical 
education have become urgent in this province. It is a source of ])leasure 
that the Government is alive to these urgent ])roblem8. But wliile 1 congra- 
tulate the Ministry on the steps which it is going to take in this regard, 1 
do not knoAv how tar the arrangement is part of a coini)r(!hensive scheme for 
better health and hygiene in Bengal. The Bliore Committee submitted 
its report (juite a few mouths ago. Its recommendatioiis are intcuided for 
application in all the provinces of this country. I shall lx* glad to know 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health ])e])ai( incut tJiat 
the steps w'liich he is contemplating to take will ultimately lead to the full 
co-operation of the scheme which the Bhore (k)minittee has ])ropounded. 
In tiiis connection I should further refer to the new provisions which the 
Government is making to fight the scourge of tuberculosis in this province. 
I am glad to learn that a tuberculosis sanatorium is being set up at Amulia 
in the district of Burdw’an and a tuberculosis hospital is being opened at 
Kanchrai)ara. This is certainly a laudable jiiece of welfare w'ork. Jlut 
while these institutions will be expected to helj) a good deal in fighting this 
fell disease, we should not forget the great service which the tulxuculosis 
hospital at Jadavpur has rendered for so many years and is likely to render 
in the future. It is our desire that the Government should come to its helj) 
with a generous financial grant every year. I wish that I had seen some 
reference to this hospital in the budget statement of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister. It is also necessary, Sir, to point out that while expansion of 
hospital beds and dispensary facilities is undertaken, it should not be for- 
gotten that the success of Government activities in this field is to be 
measured not merely by quantity but also by (juality. 1 know^ of certain 
hospitals in the districts which are more ill-equipped than they should be 
even in those places. I may be permitted, Sir, to cite one exami)le. The 
Missionary Hospital at Kalimpong which I happen to visit rather frequently 
and which is attended by several (pialified doctors — male and ftunale — • 
should attract the attention of the Government far more than it has succeed- 
ed in attracting so far. A more liberal financial grant particularly a non- 
recurring capital grant will help that hospital now as it badly requires 
sanitary arrangements and kitchen and more beds. 

The Department of Civil Supplies and its ancillaries have come in for 
a good deaf of criticism at the hands of the public. I believe, Sir, there is 
a good deal of reason behind such criticism. I do not know if there was any 
valid cause for the shortage in (cereals with which we have been confronted 
for the last few months. Possibly, if the Government had taken time by 
the forelock, the shortage might not have arisen and the necessity for 
continuing the Civil Supplies Department would not have been there at 
all. But there will be other members of the House who will speak at length 
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on this aspect of the activities of this none-too-popular a department. But 
in respect of the supply of cloth to the public, pai*ticukrly of Calcutta, I 
have much to say. It is the belief of the general public that if export in 
large quantity is stopped and if the movement is ensured between province 
and province and between district and district in a province, the necessity 
for rationing and for all kinds of Government control in respect of clothing 
would vanish. It is time that the Government enlightens us further as to 
the exact position of manufacture in this country and as to the possibility 
of import from outside. But even if the present rationing and Govern- 
ment control are maintained there is sufficient scope for improving the 
arrangement for 8U])plying clothing to the ])ublic. First of all, we notice 
that there is a margin of nearly a rupee and a half between the c^-mill 
price of a piece of cloth and the retail price at which it is supplied to the 
public;. In noiirial years before the war the difference between e^-mill price 
and retail price was never more than 4 or 5 annas per pair of dhoti. Now 
for each piece the difierence is nearly a rupee. I do not know if the 
Government can justify this arrangement. But we are told that there is ^ 
large body of so called quota-holders who for historical and not for economic 
reasons are allowed to eat a good amount of profit without contributing any- 
thing either to the manufacture or to the sale of cloth. We are told further 
that the Bengal Textiles Association makes out an excellent profit from 
this arrangement while the public sufters. I should also, Sir, invite in this 
connection the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that every 
ration card-holder in Calcutta is now tied to a particular shoj). The result 
is that he is c.ompletely at the mercy of that sluq)-owner. I think, Sir, 
this arrangement should be scrapped without delay and ration card-holders 
should have the option to buy wherever he chooses provided only he has 
sufficient coupons at his disposal. 

I have, Sir, made certain criticisms of the policy which the Govern- 
ment is pursuing and proposes to pursue in the ensuing year in this pro- 
vince. It is only my hope that this criticism will help the (Jovernment to 
get acquainted with the feelings of the general })ublic of Bengal in this 
regard and provide for remedies where remedies are necessary. 

Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: Mr. President, Sir, the 
Budget Estimates for 104G-47 are now before this House for observations 
and discussion. In presenting them the Hon’lble the Finance Minister has 
stated that the province of Bengal has to meet a deficit of 10 (;rores. The 
question naturally arises, how to make up this huge deficit? The Hon’ble 
Hie Finance Minister is frank enough to say that Hiis province is incapable 
of meeting this exigency from its own resources or by any further taxation. 
All the possible sources have been tapped. 8o many new taxes have already 
been introduced that the present pojiular Ministry has not the courage of 
resorting to any further taxation, for that would be unjust, unduly hard 
and inexpedient. The province as proposed will strain its resources ev^n 
to a breaking point. And yet the expected revenue is hopelessly insufficient 
for coping with the situation. In such an emergency as this there is no 
other alternative but to approach again the Government of India to come 
to the rescue of the province in her present helplessness. Here I \i|ay 
observe that we are not to go to the Central Government with a begg%ig 
bowl for doles only. It is a matter of right and fairness that we should 
ask the Government of India to liberally contribute to the provincial revenue, 
not only to wipe out the deficit of 10 crores but also to save the life and 
property of the starving millions of the province. The people of other 
provinces reaped the full advantage of the war situation while the people 
of Bengal bore the whole brunt of the war. It should not be that Nero 
should be fiddling while Rome is burning. 

The only redeeming feature in the current year’s Budget is that the 
Government of India have provided 10 crores for giving effect to some of 
the post-jpar development schemes. I notice that the current year’s budget 
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provides 13 crores for extraordinary charges and Famine Belief, This 
amount seems to have been stipulated without anticipating the occurrence 
of the terrible and unprecedented floods in Chittagong ahectin^ 600 square 
miles and causing great havoc and devastation to 50,000 families, livestock 
and foodgrains. Even a sum of 2 crores will b? inadequate to meet the 
essential requirements. I am definitely of opinion that the Government of 
India will be failing in their duty if they do not sufficiently strengthen the 
resources of the over- taxed province with a contribution of at least 5 crores 
extra. I dare say that the Government of Bengal cuiiiiot possibly render 
the needed relief to Chittagong even with 2 crores. \ 

The total provision made for schemes included in the development pro- 
gramme is 12 crores 10 lakhs. Irrigation, Agriculture, Industries, Public 
Health, Road Development and Education are undoubtedly the most 
important major heads of expenditure and the broad alhx'ation of the provi- 
sions as shown in the Budget will seem reasonable and equitable keeping 
in view that the province has also go! to be healed up of the injuries caused 
by the last famine and other war conditions. The geneial impression of the 
people of Bengal, may be also that of the other jwovinces, is that even one- 
tenth of the amounts provided in the Budget is not available for the actual 
work, while the major ])ortion goes to benefit the Government staffs and 
other agents. It often happens that the world stands to carry coal to 
Newcastle. I hope and trust that if fhe popular Minisfry desires to earn 
the gratitude of the province they must see that th(‘ sums provided bring 
real benefits to the people concerned. The allocation made for the improve- 
ment of the lot of primary school teachers and for fheii’ tiaining is quite 
generous. But «'it the same time it should be rememlxu’cd that to ensure 
the real progress of the province and the country as a whole the primary 
need at the present moment is to advance the course of higher education 
and researclies in all departments. 

With regard to education, I have been asking the Government to pro- 
vide Rs. 20,000 for the encouragement of higher, gxMicial and technical 
education among the Buddhist boys and girls. I have suhmitted my scheme. 
I have said “Plea.se do commence even with a j)rovi.sion of Ps. 10,0()0”. You 
are all aware of the cultural heritage and international importance of the 
Buddhist community. 1 have tried oil' and on to a})])i-is(‘ ;\ ou of their 

extreme poverty and helples.sness. If both the major j)olitical partic's sweai- 
t<i the safeguard of the interests oi tin* minoritit's why should you g'rudge 
this ])etty amount, if it helps this im]>ortant s(‘(dion of the ])eo])le to im])rove 
their prospects in life? So in the fair name of this i)rovince, I earnestly 
request the popular Ministry to make a statutory grant of a reasonable 
amount for Buddhist education in all the areas. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, the Budget of our 
Hon’ble Finance Minister is presented to the House at a time when tln^ 
famine wolf is howling at the door of India and Bengal is already 
strained white by the exigencies of the war and its effects. Post- 
war Bengal is not pre-war Bengal and circumstances have pal])ably and 
markedly changed bringing in newer and inorc serious problems foi’ solu- 
tion together with the need for the framing of plans and schemes for a 
better and reconstructed Post-war Bengal. Naturally it is a heavy task 
for .any Finance Minister to face openly and squarely every problem in its 
•true perspective in relation to the nressing problems and immediate post- 
war peace plans. A young man with no sound experience in the exchequer 
and ill-equipped with the knowledge of the inter-related i)rohlems of 
present and future Bengal, our Finance Minister seems to be stupefied by 
the enormity of the tasks which he has to face as a legacy of his occupying 
the Chair of BengaPs Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The deficit Budget is not a new thing for Bengal and I must thank the 
Finance Minister in securing the Central OovernmenPs grant to meet the 
development project expenses of the next year to the extent of crores. 

13 
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But the Finance Minister seems to be bewildered at the darkness of any 
prospect for increasing the province’s revenues and liquidate the deficit. 
Famine, disease and flood as also the burden of heavy taxation have already 
bled Bengal white and fresh taxation means her collapse. The increase 
in the rate of motor spirit will ostensibly attect the rich but it will afiect 
the poor inasmuch as the rate of fares of public buses and the rate of 
transportation charges will rise and it will aftect the pockets of the poorer 
classes of society more than it will afiect the rich. 

Finding no way, out the Finance Minister trembling in despair proposes 
to look up to the gods of the Central Government above for help for the 
purpose of general administration and police. But it passes our compre- 
hension how the Central Government can come to the scene of granting 
money for police jeeps and wireless sets and planes for the Minister? Can 
the heaits of the gods of New Delhi be moved by appeals from no other 
standpoint? The decision of the Ministry to increase all on a sudden the 
touring facilities and the mobility of the i)oli(‘e force and the armed reserve 
force passes our comprehension. AVhy all this show of tightening the 
grip of the police when politicals are still rotting in jails. If the police 
is thus reinforced with imj)roved mechanised mobility, why the Ministry is 
afraid of releasing the politicals, why our Hon’ble Chief Minister fails to 
give any date for their release, or is he waiting for this preparation of the 
police militia before he could venture to release the tigers in the politicals 
whose only crime was that they loved their country more passionately than 
most of us, or is the Ministry making this police reinforcement to check the 
hunger marches of the living human skeletons from Bengal villages which 
are already a reality? Is the Ministry afraid to meet face to face the 
famine striken people because of their wise knowledge that a hungry man 
is up to anytliing? Do they require ])lanes to study the condition of the 
people from a high(‘r and newer angle from above where even the heavy 
sighs of pangs of hunger will not torment tlie seasoned conscience of the 
Ministers? Chuild not the Ministry curtail the ex])eiiditure under police 
and general administration and cut down the higher salaries to provide 
more money for famine relief and meeting the d(?ficit? We understand the 
reason behind increment of salaries and dearness allowance of low paid 
Government employees and we aj)i)reciate the move. But how can the 
Ministry exoneiute itself from the fact that the ])roposed ex])ansion of the 
administrative machinery of the Civil Supplies Department is but jmlitical 
manoeuvring of the communal Ministry to keep the party in perpetual 
power. The Civil Supplies Department has now gained histori(‘ notoriety 
of blackguards, bungling, jobbery, bribery, corruption, • blackmailing, 
snobbery. The Department has become a safety valve and bottleneck of 
corruption. So much .so that we can say that corruption is the rule there 
and not an exception. Food which should have been an all party affair 
has been turned into jiarty i)olitics to consolidate the League position in 
Bengal where even the distribution of foodstuff is based on communal system 
with impunity. I do not think any civil country can conceive of the situa- 
tion that when foodstuff is rotting in Government godowns people are 
starving outside and dashing their heads against the godown walls. Can 
w’e eonceive (>f a situation that the Government is carrying on a senseless 
experiment in boat construction with imaginary buyers and giving a good- 
bye to U ci'ores of peoples’ moiU‘y. T think the Government should utilise 
these boats to carry the rotten foodstuff from the godowms to the rivers and 
seas instead of providing a black-market for them through backdoors in the 
shape of food for cattle, etc. This rotten stuff' carried to the bazar will drive 
the controlled stuff and wdll find places in the kitchens of the ordinary 
people Only to make them victims of diseases for which again the Govern- 
ment has no medical provision in the villages. 

^ '^The Government seem to feel relieved at the reduction of charges under 
civil defence, home guards and civic guards, but nowhere in the Budget is 
there any mention as to how the di^anded personnel of these services can 
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be absoribed. The consequent unemployment is a grave and menacing pro- 
blem ivhich hardly crossed the minds of the Ministry whose cynosure was 
the League party and its consolidation." Tlie Iloh^bb* Minister "has reasons 
to be gratified to speak of the provision made in the Budget for the increase* 
in the number of beds in different hospitals and toe up-grading of the Dacca 
and Campbell Medical Schools and establishment of T. B. sanatoria- 
But now can he justify the temporary medical college at the lake area at 
a cost of Es. 21 lakhs P There is enough scope of medical colleges in Bengal 
and the Burdwan and Bankura medical schools should ere long be devehjped 
into medical colleges, but a purely temporary thing will and can only 
serve the temporary Ministry and not the people. 

Coming to education, the Hon’ble Minister has dispensed with it only 
in a few lines. We appreciate his move in trying to do some belated 
justice to the primary teachers. But how can he thereby escape the most 
reasonable demands of the teachers of higher institutions, namely, non- 
Government High Schools and Colleges, wdio are starved as a result of the 
troubled times to the last limits of patience. No Department has been so 
victimised by the war as this principal nation-building de])ariment of edu- 
cation. Starved teachers only exhibit a starving nation to the world. 

It is noteworthy that the Hon’ble Finance Minister has tried to gauge 
the importance of agriculture in the economic life of Bengal and he ban 
tided to make provision, though insufficient, ill-distributed and unbalanced 
— for cattle-breeding, agricultural research, but he has not made any provi- 
sion for procurement and production of scientific manures and introduction 
of machines in cultivation which two things are essential for large scale 
production. Not a word has been said in favour of “Grow' More Food” 
which got so much publicity of necessity in all jiapers, He lias failed to 
understand the balance between agriculture and cottage industry in the rural 
economics of Bengal and so he has only done scant justice to industries by 
putting in only Be. 1 crore for some electrification here and there and some 
amount of coastal and estuarine fishery. What is necessary is the provi- 
sion of an economic holding (inland and cottage industry taken together) 
for each family so that wdth the resulting resources the family 
ran live a fair standard of living. Similarly, the provision of money for 
7)vs fee-dweller is like a drop in the ocean. What we do understand is that 
any Ministry of w'orth must leave a permanent stamp upon the life of the 
people in general. Ministries are succeeded by section 9d Administration 
and it is again replaced by a Ministry. But it does not matter much for the 
people for their purposes. 

The present Budget does not promise to effect any substantial change in 
the general rise of the standard of life of the people. It can hardly scare 
off the wolf from the house. It smacks of a communal mentality from top 
to bottom and the Budget seems to me to be more routinised than it is far- 
sighted and imaginative, it is more bureaucratic than democratic, more 
hesitating than progressive; it has more bungling than it has planning, it 
is more time-serving than of real wmrth, more city-centred than village- 
centred and it seems to be the unpractical draftsmanship of a bewildered 
Ministry. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H; Mr. President, Sir, if 
I am disappointed at the Budget presented to us I must say that the dis- 
appointment was foreseen. I did not expect anything better at the hands 
of the present Ministry, not because I have got any personal reflection to 
make against the Finance Minister, but because I know that in the nature 
of things it will be a disappointing Budget, because of the 93 regime Govern- 
ment, because of the fact that the Ministry has come into power only 3 
months ago, and they could not possibly do better. Therefore, I would 
just say that I must take the Budget as it is a mamuli Budget, as a Budget 
that has not been framed by any Minister having any imagination to amelior 
rate the distress of the people in the province, but I take it |s a Budget that 
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has compiled perhaps by tke humblest clerks from the Subdivisional 
Offices anti so on and then senl^ to the Secretariat which the^ Secretary to 
Jhe Finance Department has assorted and made up into what it is. 

Now, Sir, the prime need of Bengal today is food and clothing. I do not 
find anything in this Budget whicC would go to show that the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge has given any special attention to ameliorate the distress 
of the people in the country. We 4^d several crores allotted for the purpose 
of subsidised food, tor dearness allowance allewedio Government officers bilt 
what about the unfortunate ordinary people beyond the pale of Government 
service. Price control has been kept so far as paddy and rice is concerned 
at a level much higher than the ordinary people can possibly find it con- 
venient to buy. I submit that this has been the policy which ought to have 
been revised long long ago. I am told that under the Control order now 
in fqrc© retail price of rice is about 8 annas and 8 pies per seer. If that is 
so it comes up to near about Rs. 21 a maund though the ceiling price is 
fixed at Rs. 13-12 annas and Rs. 12-8 annas in some districts according to 
what you call the deficit district or the surplus district and so on but ordi- 
narily if a man sells a seer of rice at 8 annas you cannot get hold of him 
as contravening the price control. And how many millions of Bengal have 
to buy rice at such price. How many of us can Ibuy rice at the wholesale 
price. I do not know if the Hon’ble Ministers liave ever taken that fact 
into consideration. Jhe labour force in the industrial areas, the labour 
force in the tea garden areas, they are helped by their employers. The 
employers have to purchase rice or paddy at abnormally high prices but 
still the labourers will have to be supplied with rice, say, at Rs. 5 or G per 
maund. Such sori of concession the Government also show to the poorly 
paid employees under them. Now leaving aside these great employers of 
labour, namely, the Government and the industrialists, ihere is still a large 
number of people in this province who cannot find it possible to buy rice at 
the price that has been fixed iby the Government. Why should not Govern- 
ment revise these rules, revise their Control Orders and fix a reasonabh' 
price for paddy and rice that I cannot understand. You may be sliort of 
Toodgrains. Tliat one can understand but why should you artificially keep 
the price at such a high level so that the black-marketeeVs and the ])rofiteers 
may have many days within which to pile up their wealth. I would, there- 
fore, request the Government to reconsider and reconsider immediately the 
price level of paddy and rice. 

Now, Sir, tlie question of foodgrains would necessarily raise 
the Question of paddy that is grown in Bengal in spit© of the large 
population of Bengal and it is often said by many in high quarters that 
Bengal is over-])opulated and the Bengalees deserve to he starved. But 
I say that in spite of this population in Bengal tiie land in Bengal is suffi- 
cient to maintain the ])oim1atiou if only you actually get your lands properly 
cultivated, manuied and irrigated. Bengal, I am told, is a countiy where 
the laud yields the lowest amount of paddy crops per acre and this is a fact 
which ought to have been taken into consideration hy the Kon’hle Minister 
in charge of Agriculture and he should liave found it possible to devise 
means as to how to increase the production of pnddv in Bengal. By proper 
manuring and ptoper irrigation, I hav© not the sliglitest doubt that the 
production of paddy in Bengal (;an at least be doubled. If that is done, I 
submit, that Bengal’s food problem Avoiild be solved. 

We find in this Budget very small items of irrigation scheme for which 
some lakhs of rupees have l>een allotted hut in my humble opinion this sort 
of small irrigation schemes is absolutely of no use at least of no permanent 
u^ to the country and the money spent oT$r these small things is, to my 
mind, sheer waste. The only irrigation schemes, I have heard of so far as 
Bengal is conoomed are the schemes which His Excellency Mr. R. G. Casey 
broadcast the jother day before he left Bengal, under the caption “Plenty 
or Poverty”, Thfese acbemes are the schemes of tlie Damodar Yallev 
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Barrage and Dam and the ^eesta \ alley Barrage and Dam and the Bi^ahma- 
putra Barrage and Dam. iliese are schemes which, if taken up and pro- 
I^rly executed, will, 1 think, solve the problem of Bengal's food. 1 do not 
had anything m this Budget which would md.mate that the Teesta Valiev 
scheme has been seriously taken up, though the work of the Damodar Valiev 
scheme is m progress. But j^hy have you neglected the Teesta ValW 
Scheme which would irrigate and^ electriiy a large i)ortion ol northern 
and southern Bengali' 1 do not see any justification tor not providing for 
the other scheme, namely, the Brahmaputra scheme. If you stop wasting 
all this money m all these short and small schemes which would do good to 
nobody, you will hnd that you can conserve this money for schemes which 
will work to the good of the country and that permanently. 

The question of food, being a vital question in Bengal today, should not 
be neglected in the way in which it has been done. After the aftermath of 
the lJ4d famine we were told at the beginning of ib4(j that Bengal would 

of the magnitude that overtook it in 
md. We were told that we had sufheient stocks of paddy in Bengal so 
that Bengal may tide over the rice crisis of 194b. That was repeated over 
and over again m the beginning of this year but only recently we are told 
that Bengal is going to face another famine, a famine of a more severe 
type than that which occurred in 1943. 1 submit that (Jovernment do not 

know their own minds, do not know the facts and they are wasting the food- 
grams of tJie province b^ their callous mdillerence in s])ite of tJieir having 
a large number of officers, inspectors and so on and so forth, but still we 
hnd in the papers reports of wastage of thousands and thousands of tons 
ol rice and atta in the dilierent districts of Bengal. 


Now, Sir, we do not know what steps (jovernment iiave taken or propose 
to take to prevent this wastage and 1 do not hnd anything that Government 
have done with a view to hnd out who are responsible for this criminal 
negligence in keeping these stocks in a jiroper condition. Why such a large 
quantity of foodgrains was allowed to rot and allowed to be sold as fodder 
while millions are dying for want of food, nobody knows and no explana- 
tion is forthcoming from Government quarters. No assurance has been 
given that there will not be any recurrence of this wastage. The Govern- 
ment 18 run by the representatives of the people who cannot protect the 
foodgrains taken away from the people for the sujiply of deficit areas. J 
do not think any Minister or any Ministry can have the confidence of the 
people if they allow these things to continue. I, therefore, draw the 
attention of the Ministry as a whole— not only the Agriculture 
Mmister or the Finance Minister — 1 draw the attention of the Council of 
Ministers — and ask them to sit and devise means to prevent RU(*h criminal 
waste of foodgrains and then to find out who were responsible for the wastage 
that has already been done and to devise means, us f have already said to 
prevent a recurrence of this stale of things. , ’ 


Then, Sir, I find a lot of money has been allotted for the Grow More Foorf 
campaign. Well, as a campaign it is all right and it sounds very well. 
But I may say without any fear of contradiction that this Grow More Food 
campaign is absolutely worthless. It has done no good to anybody. The 
money that has been spent for it ha.s been wasted and is going to Be wasted 
this year. We protest again^l this sort of waste of public money. It is 
no use carrying on propaganda. If you want to have propaganda you can 
publish your photograph in the Heufjal Weekly for any motive— for pro- 
paganda or for advertisement, whatever it may be — but please do not waste 
public money by saying that you are advancing the interest of food produc- 
tion of the province. In the name of food production you are making 
propaganda^ f 

May I ask the Hon’ble Ministeis to take into consideration how much of 
the paddy crops of Bengal has been affected by water-hyacinth P Hare they 
14 



122 


MEMBERS ABSENT. 


f'lsx Aug., 1946.] 


tried ta aftoertaijp. what damage has been caused by this pestP This water- 
hyacyith pest came to Bengal about 40 years ago. It is growing in dimen- 
' sion every year and today there is practically no inland water where you 
do not find this pest. The hec/.v, Utah, rivers and tanks are all covered by 
.this pest and large paddy fields in the beet areas are swept away like 
avaiancihe by the water-hyacinth pest. If you protect the land and water 
from the scourge of this pest you will increase the production of foodgrains 
in Bengal 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. How long will you take to finish 
your speech, Mr. Malialanobish? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H ; I will take some more 
time, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I inuHl adjourn the House now. 

Adjournment. 


The Council 
1946. 


then adjourned till 2-15 p.in. on 

Members absent. 


hriday, the 2nd August, 


The following members were absent from the meeting held on tlie 1st 
August, 1946 : — 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali Cliowdhuiy. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Eazal hdlahi, 

(4) Sir Md. Azizul HiKpie, Khan Bahadur, 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Maulana Md. Akrum Klian, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahamaii. and 
(19) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session— No. 7. 


The Council met lu tlie Le'gislative Cliamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, ou Friday, the 2nd August, 1946, at 2-15 p.m., being the 7th 
(lay of the first session, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of the (ioverninent 
of India Act, 19r35. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Puasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Primary Education Conference. 

50. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (r/) W’ill the Hon’ble ]\Iinist(‘r in 
charge ot the Education Hepartineiit be })leased to state whetlier in Juno, 

1945, or thereabout a Primary Education ( onference was held at the instance 
ot the Minister of Education!'^ If so, wliat was its purpose*'^ When was it 
held and where ^ 

(h) Is it a fact that it re(*ommended a change in the existing system of 
the production of text books for ])ninary s(dnx)ls for the grant of monopoly 
right in the mattei- to tli(‘ (fovernnnMit of Bengali^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the representatives of the Calcutta University voted 
against the projiosCMl recommendation?’ Is it a fact that the r('presentatives 
of the All-Jiengal Primary Scdiool Teacdiers’ Association also ojiposed the 
])roposal? 

{(1) Are the (lovernmcnt going to make the recommendations of the said 
conference the basis of any decision for a complete dejiarture from an old 
and establisiied system of tlie production of text books for the primary 
schools ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that at piesent the Education Dei>artnient lay down 
the syllabus of jnimary (education and then the writers freely compete and 
write books in stiict conformity tlioretof^ 

(/) Is it not a fact that these, after publication, are scrutinised by the 
Text Book Committee whicli ajiprove some and reject others:' 

(//) Is he aware that theie is a great apprehension in the minds of the 
public that tln^ monopoly light for publication of text books if given to the 
Muslim League (lovernment will lead to a serious deterioration of the 
language, literature and culture of Bengal and will infect young minds wdth 
the virus of conimunalism I' 

(//) Will the (Tovernment before accepting the recommendations invite 
the opinions of the public on them!' Will the (lovernment stay its hand in 
giving effect to those recommendations, if the concensus of non-Muslim 
opinion be against them ? If not, will the Hon’ble Minister Ixi pleased to 
state the grounds for the acceptance of the recommendations of the conference. 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) A conference 
was held in the Assembly House (Committee Room) on the 24th June, 

1946, to consider various problems relating to Primary Education in Bengal. 

(h) The conference considered if additional funds could be secured from 
text books for the benefit of primary schools and teachers. It was resolved 
that “publication should be made by Government on condition that profits 
were reserved for expenditure on Primary Education’*. 

15 
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(c) , (e) and (/) Yes. 

(d) The recommendations of the conference on the subject are under 
examination. 

(^) No. 

(h) Government will invite further public opinion if as a result of the 
examination of the recommendation of the conference they want to exercise 
monopoly right in the matter of publishing primary school text books. The 
other portions of this part of the question are hypothetical at present and 
Government are not prepared to answer them. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many representatives were present at this conference — their 
total number? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

About 70 or 80. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How many representatives of the 
Calcutta University and the Primary School Teachers Association were 
there ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

About 0 botli taken together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Who weie the other representatives? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

The rest were District Board Chairmen, Vice-Presidents of District School 
Boards. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the objection of the representatives 
of the Calcutta University and of the repi-esentatives of the all-Bengal 
Primary School Teachers Association relating to the commercialisation 
of examination in the manner proposed was due to the fact that they were 
against commercialisation as i>roposed, namely, that the ‘‘profits were 
reserved for expenditure on Primary Education.’’? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not understand what is meant by commercialisation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That the profits would be reserved for 
exj)enditure on primary education. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That is there. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; D appears that the Government are going to 
monopolise all avenues of money making. As such would the Govern- 
ment consider the advisability of opening D'og racing and some gambling 
houses with Government patronage with a view to making more money 
and leave those little children free to purchase texi-books of their choice? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, Order. That question does not arise. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Ts it a fact that the Calcutta 
University has the monopoly right in the matter of publications for the 
colleges and other educational institutions under them? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think so. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Considering the vital importance 
of one as])ect of this matter, namely, that these books would be the 
medium of conveying the first idea of nationhood to the young mind, 
would the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether these recommenda- 
tions of the conference can be placed before this House for discussion? 
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The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It has already been stated that public opinion will be ascertained before 
any final decision is taken. 

Mn KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; I want a little more definite informa- 
tion. Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to consider the advisability 
of placing the recommendations of the conference before this House? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I do not think it is at all necessary now, because they are being examined 
by the Government and before iGovernment come to any definite decision 
public opinion will be invited and at that time it may be considered whether 
the recommendations can be placed before this House. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Would the Hon’blc Minister be 
pleased to answer one particular matter, whether in the recommendations 
there is any safeguard against the inculcation of any communal bias in the 
text-books ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It was never tliought by anybody that there could be any comnuinal bias 
ill writing these text-books, not even by those who attended (he conference. 
It is only here for the first time I hear of communal bias that may bo 
.introduced in the lext-books. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I simply asked wlndher any safe- 
guard has been provided or not. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Nobody thought tlial an_\ safeguard was ni'cessary b(‘cause then' could 
he no ([uestion of any communal bias in writing school t(‘xt-books. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: An the Gom niim iit aware 
of the communal bias in all the publications of tlu' (ahuitta University 
against the Muslims? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Uomplaints are heard to that effect. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have tin (tovernment 
received any repn'sentations from the Muslims fiu* lamioval of the objec- 
tionable passages in those juiblications ? 

. The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, sometimes complaints are heard. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will th(Te be any committee 
appointed for the purpose of selection and ajiiiroAal of these primary 
school books before they are ultimately decided on by the Government? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Certainly. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will there be Hindu repre- 
sentatives on this body? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Certainly. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAdUMDAR: Will the Hoii’ble Minist(*r be pleased 
to state if this step to nationalise the industry of text-book making is a 
preliminary step to the nationalisation of otfu'r industries, such as, jute 
and coal of Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that question arises. 



Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Arising out of replj^ (a) '‘A conference 
was held in the Assembly House’ \ etc., what does the Hon’ble 
Minister ine^an by this If this House is meant, it should be called the 
Legislative Building. It was known as the Council Chamber before. 
Now it has been renamed as the Legislative Building. It is the Assembly 
House as is referred to in the answer. I think this is not in order. There- 
fore what building does he mean by this Assembly House? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. NACENDRANATH MAHALANOBISH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minisier be pleased to state if before taking up the idea of Government 
luonopoly of text-books on primary education Government tried to find 
out oilier sources of income for financing primary education? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, they tried other sources and imposed taxation on sales with this 
object in view. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if it is a fact that represenlatives of the Calcutta University and 
representatives of the All-Bengal Primary School Teachers’ Association 
objected to Ihe princi])le, because they va ere under the apprehension that 
this would lead to deterioration in language, literature and the culture 
of Bengal and would iiifec,t young minds with communalisni ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

No, they never made any statement to that effect. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will the Ilon’ble Minister state the 
gi’ound on which these representatives op])osed the proposal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

J could not say that. The statement made by them was that they did 
not think it i)ro])er to monopolise the whole thing, because there would not 
he com])etiiion among authors and their wiiting would not be so good. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Is it a fact that the Bengal Primary Education 
Commit tei‘ recommendiMl the ])ublication of jirimary schoor text-lirtDoks 
by th(‘ Government to finance the expenses of jirimary education? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

I am not aware : I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the Ilon’ble Minister put the 
j)roposal to vote? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Being sure that the representatives of 
the (’alcutta University and the representatives of the Association would 
be defeated at the (hmference? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

What do you mean? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I mean this: they made a statement 
at the (’onference and from that statement it was clear that they were- 
opposed to it, that there was division and you took votes? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Yes, but how does the question of our being sure that they would be 
defeated arise? 

Mr. NACENDRANATH MAHALANOBISH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if he has any idea of the income from this source? 
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Tlw Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

Probably in the region of 25 lakbs. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Short-notice Questions 

Mfi HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: May 1 rise on a point of inforniation, 
Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, wbat is it? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; As regartls a sbort-notiee question 
wliicb I sent out 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Itegarding Avliat? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Pegarding boat building. There was 
a suggestion fioin the Chair some time ago that such matters could be dealt 
with in budget discussion. Put as I want some particulars in this connec- 
tion which arc very us(dii] foi‘ m\ purpose, I would like to have some prior 
information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. iMajumdar, I think it is a y(‘ry nn usual 
practice that you are trying to introdii(*e. You have put in a short-notice 
question, and the niattei* is Ixdng (‘xa, mim'd by me. If 1 find that it is 
in Older, then it will be admitted. You should not give notice of <a short- 
notice question and then follow it up by mentioning the matter in the 
House, without giving the Chair time to examine it. Yb)u must give 
me some time to consider the question. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

I beg to inti'oduce the Calcutta Pent Pill, HHb. The Pill was published 
in the Calcutta Gazette and no formal leave is necessary. 

Sir, I want to move a short-notice motion about the Calcutta Rent Bill, 
lD4(b 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is jmur motion? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Sir, wuth your permission 1 wish to move a short-notice motion regarding 
the commitment of this Bill to a Select Commitee. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : On a point of order, 
Sir. Is the Hon’ble Minister in order to introduce a Bill copies of which 
have not been supplied to us? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Copies are being circulated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In the case of Gi)vernment Bill that difficulty does 
not arise, because it is not a motion asking for leave to introduce tlu' Pill. 
It has already been published in the Gazette. Ye.s, you move your inotion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I have the honour to give notice that at the current session of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, I shall move that the said Pill be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of : — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Moazzem Ali Choudhury, 
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(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Mohammad Taufiq, 

(5) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, 

(b) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(7) Mr. Bejoy Singh Nahar, 

(8) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(9) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(10) Mr. (diaries Edward Clarke, and 

(11) the mover, 

with iiistruetions to submit their report by tlie 14th August, 1946, and 
that the number of members whose presence sliall be necessary to 
constitute a (|Uoium shall be five. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendments to the motion for reference of the 
Bill to a Select (Committee will be accejited u]) to f3 p.m. on 6th August, 
1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

When will this motion be taken into consideration, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It will hi* taken up for consideration on the 7th 
August, 1946, 


The Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I gave notice 
foi- taking into considi'ration my motion about the Ibrngal Einance 
(E.\ tending ) Bill, 194ti, and anothei’ motion that the Bill as settled in the 
Council be ])assed. Will you kindly fix a date for the consideration of 
this motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. Tin* amendments to this motion will be 
received uj) to 3 p.m. on the 5ih August, 1940. It is a very short Bill. 

General Discussions on Budget. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Yesterday, Sir, I was 
speaking about water-hyacinth pest in Bengal and I suggested that the 
money that was going to be spent or being spent for grow more food 
campaign would be well utilised by establishing a Board for the eradica- 
tion of water-hyacinth from Bengal. Apart from the question of wastage of 
paddy crops due to this pest, there are other serious aspects of the matter 
to be considered, namely, the decrease of fish supply due to water- 
hyacinth. In Bengal supply of fish mostly come from kliah and heels 
and on account of the scourge of this pest into these water-channels 
fish supply has diminished to a great extent with the result that the prices 
of fish have gone abnormally high. In Calcutta you cannot have a seer 
of fish at less ihan Rs. 4 or Rs. 5. That is an aspect of the matter which 
certainly requires serious consideration of the Hon’ble Ministers. 

The next question to be considered in this connection is the question 
of communication. Honourable members who had occasion to go to East 
Bengal must have noticed that it is impossible to travel there where 
most of the journey has to be done in boats, but these boats cannot ply 
for water-hyacinth in the khah and heels. Therefore if you can eradicate 
water-hyacinth, you not only improve the communication, but you improve 
the supply of fish as also the staple food, namely, rice, i leave this 
question here and ask the Hon’ble Minister to seriously consider this 
aspect of the matter. 
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With regard to cloth, I would only like to say that it is impossible to 
depend on the doles which the Centre so kindly allot to us. The Hon’ble 
Ministers have always said that we are helpless in the matter. I submit 
that they should not rest satisfied with that, but should devise ways and 
means to clothe Bengal by other means. It is no use relying on the charity 
from the Centre or from other provinces. 

Now, as regards the Civil Supplies Department, I do not think I need 
dilate upon the corruption tHat has been going on in this department on 
which many speakers have already spoken. 1 would like to draw the 
attention of the Hoii’ble Ministers to the fact that in the mofussil, the 
distribution is taking communal lines and there has been serious grievances 
among the Hindus there and other non-Muslims are also complain- 
ing to this effect. The complaint is that those who are in 
charge of the distribution give preference t() the Muslim League l^arty 
members. This is a matt(‘r which is ('xtremely regretiable. The Iloii’ble 
Ministers should see that communal bitterness do not grow in ibis way. 

Now, iherc is another twin brother of this Civil Supplies Departnumt and 
ihat is ihe Enforcement Branch. It is lealiy surjirising iliat the members 
of this Entorcement Branch have been selected mostly from the 
retired ])o]ice Sub-]nsp('ctors and Tnsjiectors, who are iiast-masters in the 
ait of corri]])tion and these jieople bav(‘ been hd loose on the juiblic. 
1 have reasons to Indieve that these otficeis ar(‘ in the jiay of the jirofiieers 
and black-market (‘(US and they ar(‘ sh(dt(‘i'nig the black-mark(*t('(U’s who 
arc going on as merrily as (wer. J would ask tli(‘ IJoidble Ministers to 
S(U-iousl_\ consi(l(‘r whethei- th(‘v cannot do aw’av wuth this Enfon'ement 
Biamdi. I do not thin k an^ a])])reciable biuiefit is being derivu'd from 
tins Ibancli. I do not think that it this Hranch is jibolished w^e shall 
be in a w'orse posit ion. 

As the war is ovtu- now w«' think w’e should seriously consider whether 
we cannot do away with the Civil Supplies Department. 1 think w’e can- 
not aiVoid to lose so many crores of ru])ees over the (livil Supidies Depart- 
ment who aie sim])ly doing* nothing but only W’asting the ])re(’ious food- 
grains of the countr\. 1 would suggest that afl(u* this impending famine is 
over on the eve of the next harvest, the control of foodgrains should be 
abolished though you can certainly have a price control. You (;an fix the 
maximum ])rice. At the sam(‘ time you must take particular care to see 
that tlie black-marketeers and jirofiteers are aderjuately ])unished. In my 
humble opinion the punishment for black-markcteers and profiteers should 
be nothing short of the extreme ptmalty — say, deatli sentence. In France 
they have introduced guillotine to punish these profiteers. I think in a 
few months the black-marketeers wull disapjiear by introduction of such 
punishment. I am (juite sure that this Ministry, or for the matter of 
that, any Ministry, cannot cope wu’th corruption, if you allow the Civil 
Supplies Department to function. 

Then, Sir, I would like very briefly to refer to the grant to the police, 
for wdiat is called, “to increase the strength of the force and to enhance its 
efficiency by providing it wuth up-to-date equipment’b The HoiEble 
Minister has very kindly omitted from his statement what that eipiipment is. 
But I am told that that equipment is nothing short of tommy guns and Bren 
.guns, telephones, radios and other things. Now what do you want to equip 
the police with these things for? Do you w^ant to fight with the public? 
Do you w'ant to fight wuth the people of this province with your ])olice or 
do you want to keep peace and order in the country? If you want 
certainly to fight with the people of this country, w^ell, you can say so 
frankly and make your preparations for that. But if it is for the keeping 
of public peace, tranquillity and order, I do not think that, at this stage, 
in the present state of the country where the people are facing flood and 
famine, this expenditure of such a large amount is justifiable. Let the 
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police wait for their equipment for another year or two. I think we can 
carry on as we have been carrying on all these years. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the jeeps, well, I do not know if these jeeps 
are really necessary for the District Otheers. Perhaps some may be required 
for use in Calcutta. But so far as the District Magistrates in the moffusil 
are concerned, many of the District Magistrates have become purdanashins . 
It is extremely 'difficult to meet them and especially when ^ the 
lawyers have got any business, they do not find them. You will either 
have to run to their bungalows or to wait outside, when ihe District 
Magistrate is sitting behind his purdahs and talking with subordinate 
clerks. Lawyers anrl advocate.s have to wait indefinitely till they t^an 
haven darsaji of the District Magistrate. That is a situation, Sir, which 
is extremely regrettable and 1 think that the lloii’ble Ministers wull take 
a note of this fact and wiU instruct their District Offic'ers not to be so 
mucih purdanashins and to fix a time and hour when they can transact 
business wu'ih the public without the public having to wnit indefinitely 
at the gates. 

With regard to the Education budget, Sir, I would like to say that 
the amount that lias been reserved for grants-in-aid lo schools and colleges 
is totally insutficient. So many schools and college's are being established 
through private enterjirise though it is u]) to the Government 
to establish such schools and colleges, but perhaps for waint of funds they 
cannot do so. Bui they should certainly come to the aid of those schools 
and colleges which hav(‘ been established by jirivah* enterprise 
and I do not think the expenses will run into very many lakhs, but you 
are only called upon just to pay them their deficit which would not be 
more than 5 to 10 thousands of rupees per college or from 2 to 3 thousands 
per school. \ ho])e tin' JlonBde Education Minister will be pleased to take 
note of this, mak(‘ it a point that every school and c(dlege which has been 
established by piivate enterprise may not have to close its doors for w^ant 
of funds and Government can easily ludp them if tlu'v like. Tt is after 
two centuries of British rule that we find in India and particularly in 
Bengal that 8 to 10 per cent, of the po})ulation only is literate. What 
idea have the Ministers got with a view^ to extend literacy? 
I should not perhaps use the word “literacy” because it does not mean 
anything, because here anybody wdio can wuite even wo’th ditficulty his 
name, is recorded among the literate in the census report. But that is 
no test at all as to the progress of education in any countiy. So that in 
order to increase the percentage of educated people the Ministers must 
formulate a scheme by wdiich, say, within a period of 5 to 10 years, you 
can increase the percentage to a great extent. That should be the policy 
of Government and not to try to monopolise text-books and to have a sum 
of rupees 23 lakhs for paying the primary school teachers. 

Then, Sir, wuth regard to the loss on boat construction, w^e have got 
only a cryptic sentence in the budget statement of the learned Finance 
Minister that we have lost so much on the boat construction scheme. 
But we have not been enlightened as to how- this loss accrued. Now, 
anyhow, honourable members of the House wmuld be iiujuisitive to know 
as to how this loss occurred and wdio wans responsible for it. We have 
heard so many ugly rumours that some of the erstw’hile Ministers w^re 
involved in the shady transactions, and some of their party men, relations 
and friends got huge amounts, but perhaps boats w'hich w^ere never made 
W’ere billed for and j)aid. That loss Avhich had to be borne by the 
X^oor people of this province w'ent to the pockets of the Minister and his 
men. I think the Hon’ble Minister should have been frank wTth us and 
should have given us details as to how this huge loss could possibly have 
occurred. Are boats unsaleable in Bengal? Is it a fact that in Bengal 
boats cannot be sold? Or is it a fact that bills w^ere made out, but that 
no boats were made? 
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Before I resume my seat I would only like to draw the attention of the 
Hon*ble Minister to the most regrettable fact that the Government of Bengal 
is being run on communal lines. I would just refer to the Nadia incident 
where some of tihe Hindu cultivators have been ejected from the land by a 
Muslim League District Magistrate with a view to making room for Muslim 
cultivators. It is most deplorable that you should do so, you who are at the 
helm of affairs, you who have got a statutory majority through the Govern- 
ment of India Act of 1935. « That is why you are in a really unassailable 
position, but at the same time you should remember that wlien you are the 
head of the Government, when you are the ruler, you should not take these 
petty communal interests into consideration. I will warn tlie llon’blo 
Ministers that “high office and little minds go ill together’’. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, we always feel that there is an 
atmospliere of unreality in the discussion of budget in this House, because 
o])ii]ioii in this world, unless one lias got the sanction to enforce that 
expression of opinion, is of very little value. So any (juestion affecting 
the budget, unless one has an effective voice in the allocation 
of grants, may only produce some impression in the mind of the (lovern- 
ment, hut it does not have any real effect. The unreality of the discussion 
is fuT'ther apjiai'ent from the fact that it is onl;s the Tinance 
Minister who is attending the discussion in this House. But ri'garding 
the preparati(»n of the budget, it is well-known that the Tinance Minister 
is jiractically a recording Minister. It is the joint liability of th(‘ Cabinet 
and the policy of tin' administration depends upon the llon'hh' ^Ministers 
in cdiarge of the different ])ortfolios and upon the whole Cabinet. So 
the abstuice of the otln'r Ministers also at the time of tin* discussion 
clearly establishes the fact that they know that the discussion in this 
House of the budget is absolutely an unreal matter. It is a mattc'r of 
formality only so fai- as this House is concerned. They kmiw also that 
the other House, which has got the voice, T mean effective voice, in the 
matter is their concern and they are to attend that House only. Otherwise 
I do not understand why in the discussion of smdi an important 
matter as: the discussion of the provincial budget, at least the HonTdc 
Ministers who are vitally concerned with the im])or(ant d(*partments do 
not like to be present h(*re. However, as it is a matter of constitution of 
this House, it is no good deploring about it. Still we expect that the 
Ministers who are elected by the ])eople and who are called popular 
Ministers should have the decency of attending this House wln*n their 
resjiective subjects are being discussed. 

Now, Sir, looking to the statement of the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
the first thing which attracts our attention is that there is a large deficit 
in the budget. Deficit in budget is not to be condemned if that deficit 
is due to the making of provisions for the welfare of the nation, such as, 
establishment of the higher minimum standard of living of tin* masses. 
If for such i-easoiis there is deficit, money should he found by any 
means, by taxation or by loans, if r(‘(]uired. So budget should not be 
condemned if loan is required to meet such chaj'ges. But. if a little 
serutin;\ is made with regard to this budget it will ap])ear that regarding 
ordinary expenditure there is an increase of Rs. 2A cror(*s only and that 
figure is explained by saying that an extra crore would he re(|uired for 
cairying on machinery of the Government. It is furth(*r sb'ited that 
tlieie was another loss amounting to a crore and a half on tin* bfiat construc- 
tion scheme on which my friend who spoke before nn* dwelt at 
some length. T will not dwell upon this point any further. Every one 
knows the history of this ill-conceived programme of boat constniction wliich 
the Ministers would like to say was a sequel to another ill-conceived 
programme of the denial policy. But the fact is that the boat construc- 
tion programme was one of which any Government ought to be ashamed. 
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It was nothing but the squandering away of public money and making 
a gift of them to the unscrupulous people who did make a huge profit out 
of the whole affair. 

Then, there is another item, also dealt with by my previous speakers 
and I shall speak on a different aspect of this matter, I mean the 
statement regarding the loss of Rs. 2 crores on the sale of subsidized 
food to the public. Let me further elucidate the point. It has been said 
in the statement that the Government have a stock of book value of 
Rs. 17 crores. The Bengal public is fully aware of the miserable and 
disgraceful .story of inefficiency and corruption connected with the 
procurement and distribution of foodgrains. There is corruption in the 
officials concerned, there is corru])tion in the persons engaged in it. 
The corru])tion did ])ei-meat(‘ the whole structure of this orgiinisation. 
The statement concludes with a very significant sentence that Rs. 17 
crf)res is the book value of the. stock likely to remain in liand. We are 
almost absoluhdy sure that if this stock is scrutinised, it will never come 
to Rs. 17 crores. J doubt even if it will be Rs. 7 ciores. (Mr. G. 
Mokoan: Yes, it will not.) Let me cite one particular instance of 

which I have some ])ersonal knowledge, rega7*ding a certain foodgrain 
godown winch was under the charge of a commissioned British Officer. 
Jn (;onn(‘ciion with a cas(‘. this otlictu- a])i)earcd before the Court and when 

I cross-(‘.\amiiied him asking wlndher be was not only nominally 

in-charge of th(‘ -godown and that the sto(;k position did not tally with 
the book register. H(‘ said that he doubted the accuracy of the stock 

])osition b(H‘aus(* In^ said the goods were never checked at the time of 
(hdivery. It was again put to him that if tiie stock is clucked with the 
register, it would be far less the (piantity put in the register, when he 
answa’i'c'd “Mosl piobably it will be so”. So, is this not a lalse assurance 
that W(‘ hav(‘ go! slock woilh Its. 17 cioia's in the godown J would 
eoh'innly challenge and the w'hoh‘ (‘ountry c.hallenges that this figure can 
never lx* acce|)led. So uni s<‘(‘ regarding the ordinary expenses there is an 
incrt‘as(' of ctoix's of which the ex])lanatlon given cannot stand on its owm 
logs. No use dejdoring over this but I can only give a warning to those w'ho 
are at tlie helm of tin' administration that the signs of the times do not 
porlimd wadi for them. Jbu)j>le are coming to the front 

MTi HARIDAS MAJUMDARs On a point of order, Sir. May I draw 
your attention to the fact, that the TTon’ble Finance Minister is talking 
aside when the Jvcader of the Opposition is speaking on the budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ord ei’. Order, I notice there is too much humming 
coming from that corner of the House. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: vSo those w’ho are basking in the 
sunshine of power now" and are dreaming only of dividing the spoils of 
the office and dividing other spoils betw'een themselves and their friends, 
perhaps will have to feel soon that theij* days are numbered. People 
wull soon find them out, and no slogan, and no false slogan, can save 
them Iron) the leal doom wdiic'h they so richl^ deserve. Now w"e are 
in a veiy critical stage of the history of the country. War economy was 
one policy. That is gojie. For any administration, if it really intends 
the welfare of the people, there should be a policy of planned 
economy foi* jieace. Here it is said w^e are in the transitional period. 
Yes, we are, but the transitional period is not a period for providing 
only the friends and the admirers wutli jobs, etc. Transitional period 
is a very im])ortant period. It is the period for setting the stage for 
the ])lanned economy to come and unless you set tin* stage now, it will 
never com(‘. Looking to the whole budget one fails to observe any policy 
in any department at all. There is no poli(v^ . Only there are 
catalogues of receipts, catalogues of expenditure, explanation why so 
much for a particular department, but no idea is given of a policy for the 
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welfare of the people. And what is the objective of the policy.^ Of any 
planned economy the objective is at least to have a mininmm 
standard of livint^ for the people of the country. Has the budget given 
any hope of a minimum standard for the poor people of the country? 
It might have given a very high standard for the fortunate few, but it 

has given no living standard for the mass, f«»r the people of the country 

for whom they may pretend to have all sorts of love and sympathy. 

Let us analyse one by one whether it has laid down any policy 

at all. Food problem is the first problem of the country. Food problem 

is the menacing problem of this country and it is a vital question. 

The nation cannot live if there be shortage of food. In the statement 
as well as in the allocation of the different items we find mention of 
provisions for seed multiplication farms and also a scheme for livestock 
research and other institutions. They are good so far as they go. But 
does it solve the ]iroblem of the increase in the food. It is a fact which 
cannot be ignored that tliere is chronic food shortage in this 
province. AVe caimot always ask for sui)])ly from oilier luovinces and from 
countries outside India. AVe are asking help from all countries of the 

world, it a])pears, but that is not a state of things whieli ought to be 
tolei'ated. While tln're is an increase in food it is not keeiiing ]iace with 
the increase in the demand at all. Has the Ifon’ble Minister or the whole 
Ministry given any indication how to solve this ])robh‘m ? The r(‘al 
problem is not the procnreimmt policy or the distribution of some seeds 
only. The inijiortarit jirolilmn is the problem of an iiicreasc in the 
agrioiiltuiii] ])roduce of the foodgrains. It has lieen questioned — how to 
do tfiis? AVell, Sir, if othei- countries have been able to do it, we too 

shall be able to do if only W(‘ have a mind to. 

In the Imdgi't some iirovision has laam made for ])r(‘liminary work to 
be dom* for IIk' abolition of the zamindary swtcon. Sii-. talk of tbe 

alKilition of the za mindary system has become* a sort, of imlitical slogan 

with almost all the jiarties. I find that even those* who in their he'arts 

eh) not desire it, they toei sjieak eif it; the're is a send of li]) loy.ilty to 

it. But, afte*r all, elocs abolitiem eif the zaniinelary syste'in solve* the 

predilem e^f the ])easant emltivateirs? AA^ill their wealth be increaseel by 

the abolition of landlordism? I^et not my fri(*nds for a meiment think 

that I am in tavemr eif the e*e)nt inuance* e)f the zamindary system. Mv 
views are quite* a\ ell-known. This are-haie* system sheiuld not he alleiwed 
to last a day lemger. But the>se whe) jiieifess te) liavt* symjiathy and 
loyalty shenild go deejier into this ejnestiem. They ougtht to kneiw 
that mere ahe)]ilie)n will not se>lvc the real ])re»blem. It will e)iily reme)V(i 
one of the im])eehme*nts. It will m)t ine-rease* the* ])re)ductiv(‘ 
ca])acity e)f the soil and neither will it increase the income of the actual 
cultivateir eit the seiil. We must a])]dy emr attention to this as])ect. 
Of ceiurse, this system is doemieel when theie* is se> mucdi outcry against 
it. This system will go. But with the abolition of this system the 

millennium will not ceime unless yeiu jmsh it further and push it further 

with what object? AVdiat are the real objects of the abolition of the^ 
system eif landlordism? Irre.spective of other reasons for tlu^ abolition, 
because I know, I have studied the matter, it will give an inc(*ntive in 
the economic sphere also and lead to the growth of the industries and 
the development of other matters. It is now a clog to that. Bengal 
has not been able to advance industrially, because of this clog in this 
land tenuie system. Let it be abolislied,- but if you rest content with 
its abolition only, and think that you have attained your goal and that 
happiness will come, then severe bitterness wdll be your reward and 
you shall be disap])ointed to the utmost. AA^e must then ])ush it further 
and push it to a further point, (io to the cultivators, the peasants, who 
are the real owners of the soil. How to increase the productivity of the 
soil, how to increase their wealth and in this respect an appeal has to be 
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made to the peasant cultivators sooner or later and it is better 
that the appeal be made sooner. They have to subject themselves to 
the discipline of the national interest. The system of fragmentation of 
small holdings and uneconomic divisions of the holdings can never be 
allowed to remain. It has got to be changed. If you think that by 
doing so, you will lose votes, well, lose your votes by all means, 
but let the real people of the country come to the legislature and let 
us say to them ‘‘if you want to live happily, if you want to be above 
want, then this system of agricultural structure cannot be allowed to 
continue'’. I do not say that you would be able at once to establish a 
system of collective cultivation as it prevails in Russia. You cannot do 
that. Even in Russia, they succeeded in establishing that system only 
after a, good deal of bloodshed. They had to fight the hilaJis (rich 
peasaijt proprietors) hefore this system could he adopted in its entirety. 
They could not rush it at once. But there is no im])ediment at least to 
introduce tlie co-operative system of farming in this country. An idea 
is given in tlie statement that the cultivators will be supplied with good 
seeds and they may also be supplied with modern equipments 
and imi)roved appliances for cultivation: that certainly ought to be 
done. But wJien you supply these equipments 1 suggest that those who 
aie in power should enter into a contnict, not individually, but with 
the whole village, to supply good seeds and modern a])pliances for 
cultivation in tin' village and any other equipments required for the 
purpose, provided that they would give you a combined undertaking that 
in return for these appliances and (Hpiipments, they must deliver to you 
so much of the foodgrains produced in the village as stock of the 
State. You will find that it will be a great incentive and it will greatly 
improve i he production. You should not fight shy of it — you should not 
be afraid of it. If you start this sort of scheme it would greatly 
help in increasing the production of foodgrains. There is to be a radical 
■change from the present s;vstem. (lovernment can introduce producers* 
co-operative society. They can encourage co-operative cultivation in 
the villages under the modern laws keeping the right of property in tact. 

Beople will not })e read\ to part wdth their property. It is so much 
ingrained in them. They have bnay of property and they will not be 
ready to part Avith it. But co-operative cultivation can be introduced. 
Producers’ co-operative system should be encouraged and the Govern- 
ment sliould give incentive and co-o])erate with the villagers so that there 
will be enough collective working under the co-operative system. Even 
in Uussia when introducing the system of collective cultivation they 
introduced the system in selected areas and the people of the neighbour- 
ing areas seeing the advantage of collective system of i-ultivation 
voluntarily joined tlie system and adopted it. When thej^ found that 
by the collective system of cultivation they would get better production 
they willingly adopted the method. So, here also if you show to the 
ignorant villagers the benefit of collective system in some areas at least, 
this will no doubt be adopted by all gradually. At the beginning, you 
may rc'quire some sort of capitalist organisation to advance money, those 
who ari' working under the co-operative system. But for the 
ca])ital they Avill invest, they Avill get some amount of return and at the 
same time the various doors of blackmarketing and profiteering will be 
closed. They cannot remain Avide open, for all time to come. The 
capitalist Avill find scope for iiiA^esting his capital and he will be walling 
to invest his money if those co-operative systems are organised Avith the 
help of Government. The capitalist aauII not hesitate to iuA^est his money 
Avlnm he comes to knoAV that his investment Avill be (luite safe. 
With the improvement of cultivation you can haA*e a growth of village 
liandicraft and with the groAvth of this organisation you can foster the 
groAvth of village liandicraft also. Thus industry will grow. In other 
AA^ords, I would say, let the Ministry begin from the bottom. 
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Let them take the whole village as one unit. Let them organise the 
villagers and to organise the villagers means io organise the cultivators. 
They are poor people and so you will have to give them loans. Capitalists 
should he invited to give the villagers loans so that industries 
may grow. The villagers will have in the capitalists a market to sell 
their commodities. This present system of cultivation of small holdings 
cannot give us sufficient food which is required by the people of the 
country. Increase the foo^ which is so very essentially required. 
Production of food must be increased. Our policy should be so regulated 
as to grow more food. We should increase our pioduclion in a way to 
keep pace with the demand of the people. Let the dream of getting 
outside help be removed. Outside help may any time fail us. It is really 
a shameful story that Bengal always talk of famine and suffers from it. 

Now, in connection with this matter, 1 may discuss another question. 
This is about the remuneration of the public services. It is also one 
of the main items, and the recent strikes also bring the matter to our notice. 
There is the strike of the post, telephone and telegraph service's. 
There is also the strike of the Imperial Bank, dkmiorrow there will 
he strike in another bramdi of our services. Practicavlly, there is 
strike all over the {‘ountry. irrespective of the question whetiher tlie 
strikes are hoita fide or not, whidher th(‘re is a genuine demand behind 
it or not — 1 think there is a genuine, demand behind it — we 
should ponder over tlie reason why j)eoj)lc are now-a-days taking to 
strikes so often. 7\nd alter all what is tlie demand — the demand is for 
an adequate pay to keep their body and soul together. If you look at 
the remuneration of the public servants, you will find that men or officers 
at the top getting Its. 4,U(H) or Its. (J, ()()() and at the bottom as little 
as Ps. 1^. This i.s a state of affair which tlic people will not tolerate 
any fuinher. But at the same time one has to caution oneself that after 
alf the increase in the pay has io be paid by the tax-payers. That will 
be a burden upon the country. There should, therefore, ho 
adjustment between the ca])aeity of the, peojile to pay tax and the demand 
of the peojilf*, who serve the ])(‘opl(‘. I may suggest one rid tnedia and 
I would request the Ministers Io think over it cai’ctully. Let the 
maximum he fixed at Its. 1,000 and I think this sum is enough for an 
officer in this country. Wc ne(‘(l not adojit the luxuries and other 
comforts which prevail in America. Even during the war J found an 
average Britisher living a more moderate life than an American, f was 
in the war zone itself; 1 was m tlie Eastern Front. My home 
is there. I had to meet both the British officers and the American 
officers and 1 found an American officer spending much nioi'c than a 
British officer. A British officer is acciislouied to live in a more moderate 
way of life. So far as lliis (uiiintiy is concerned, we know how 
far" this country can afl'ord and one, who is jilaced at the top to serve, 
has to reconcile himself to the conditions of the country. He cannot 
accept more than Iks. l,ol)0 as iiis emoluments and he must agree to it. 
If he cannot agree to it let him s(*ck some other avenue of life wJiere he 
can earn more and let him abandon the public service altogethm-. And 
as to the minimum pay apparently there are two grades. There are 
those whom you call the inferior servants and the other the subordinates. 
To the inferior grade I think we may fix Its. to be the 

minimum tbougdi Ks. 30 now will not keep the body and soul together. 

. So instead of increasing the permanent pay which would he a permanent 
burden on the tax-payers, the basic pay should not be placed very high. 
It should be moderate. And as the prices of the foodgrains 
and other commodities are very high now, to the pay an allowance may 
be added — not a permanent one, but adjustable to the index figures and 
the prices of the commodities of life, just adjustable. At present 
perhaps it ought to be 150 per cent., because the prices have increased 
and inflated to the extent of 300 to 400 per cent. So an adjustable 
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allowance jnay be fixed, but it would not be a permanent part of the pay 
at all and when the prices will come down to the normal level this 
allowance will vanish and I think with Rs. 30 or Rs. 35 an ordinary 
manual worker will be able to manaj^e. And similarly regarding the 
subordinates also we may fix Rs. 80 to be the basic pay with 100 or 
150 per cemt.^ as allowance adjustable also to the index figures and the 
prices of commodities. If you do this they will find it is a sort of a 
compromise between the tax-payers and the services. Services are also 
manned by the people of the country. Tliey have to maintain themselves 
and at the same time if they make an exorbitant demand, the 
people of the country would be unable to pay and it will lead to clashes. 

To avoid the clash let the ba.sic pay be fixed in a moderate way keeping 

in view, the pre-war ])rices and just an allowance adjustable to the index 
figuie and the prices. That is to be done. As to the ollieers at the top 
their salary has to be cut down drastically. There should be 
no mercy in that r(*spect. There is no sco])e for mercy or toleration in 

reH])ect of that. This high pay when it was first fixed, was fixed with 

a view to accommodate tho.se who were then generally recruited to the 
top services, 1 mean the Britishers and other Europeans. Their mode of 
life required higher pay. Btit we are looking forward to a time when 
even at the top it will be only the sons of the soil, whf) Avould be serving. 
So any question of what would be the re(|uirements of a 

foreigner coming from Great Britain or any other country would be beyond 
the pale of our consideration and the top pa> ought to be settled only in 
consideration of the requirements of the sons of our own soil. 

There are various otlier methods of course, but these are the considera- 
tions. I will not deal in detail with all of fhem. I mys(df thought that 
the food ])roblem is the first problem and that this problem of 
tin* ])ay of the ofti(^ers was another crying problem of the day. There are 
various other problems which would be dmilt with by my oilier friends. 
But 1 am only drawing attention to oih‘ or a tew otluu’ items which struck 
me. J^'or example there is the problem of alfori'stat ion to be 

discussed Inue, whitdi jicrhaps will escape the attention of many. I live in 
one jiart of the countiy which has betm did'orestial altogethci' on account 
of th(‘ military laujuircuKuits. My distii(‘1, the distiict ot Tippera, was 
full of forests and this district is V(‘r\ close to th(‘ Tiijuira State. The 
district and the State have been (hdOrc'sted and tin* inpirious (‘ffect of 
deforestation, \\(‘ are feeling. Deforestation leads to h‘ss rainfall. It 
also h'ads, in countries which border on sea, to ei'osion ol the land and 
in countries where the interests of the ])eo])le are caied for they prevent 
this erosion by afforestation. Bengal is a country which requires large 
rainfall. 1 would ask the Ministry to consider the ()uestion and take 
the advice of their experts in this matter as to whether extensive steps 
should not bt' taken for afforestation at least in those paits of the province 
Avhere ileforestation has ver\ injuriously affected that jnirticular tract. 

Now it has been said that there is corruption in the public services, 
that there is corruption in the mentalitv of the people, in the trade 
transactions and it can be .said that a wonderful craze for greed of money 
has seized the people of this country — a wonderful craze. Anyhow 
money must be secured — by means fair or foul — whether he is a public 
servant or a trader or is engaged in any other avocation of life. Sir, I 
was astonished to hear from a gentleman enquiring of me what would be 
the remuneration, the fee, for attending the Constituent Assembly; 
that was the most important thing that was agitating his mind — What 
fee he would receive per day in the Constituent Assembly, I did not give him 
any answer, but thought that if a gentleman who was elected a member 
to the Constituent Assembly, is inclined to go there only with the fee 
in his view, then he had better resign, he was unfit to go there. Just 
imagine, Sir, to w^hat lowest depths w^e have degraded ourselves to 
enquire as to wdiat w'ould be the sitting fee for the Constituent Assembly. 
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This should never be the type of people who should form the 
Constituent Assembly. As to the removal of corruption mere pious 
wish would never do. Love of money, greed of money, has gone to such 
extent as would be criminal in this country and must be checked 

drastically. With a view to checking this form ot crime other provinces 

have adopted the method of Committees, but, Sir, I do not think that 

will do. A Tribunal should be appointed for the purpose of enquiry into 
the opulence of public officer!!. If it appears that an officer k drawing 

Ks. 150 as an Assistant Controller of Civil Supplies, but that his bank 

balance has suddenly swollen up to several lakhs then the Tribunal would 
have the right to enquire as to what has led to this sudden 

accretion of w'ealth and in the absence of satisfactory evidence or exi)lana- 
tion all his funds should be seized by the State. In the case of traders 

also the Tribunal should be given similar })ower to enquire into any 

sudden accretion of wealth and punish in the absence of satisfactory 

proof. One may well find it difficult how to work this theory in practice. 

Sir, 1 am a lawyer of several years’ experience and 1 know 
that the thing is not so difficult as it seems. It does not" always require 
direct evidence in each and every case. Indirect and inferential evidence 
is at times more convincing than direct evidence and on such evidence 
conviction is not seldom awarded. Tho>H" who have suddenly growui into 
opulence should not be allowed to enjoy the benefits, the fruits of their 
crime, they should be deprived of their dishonest gains. 

There are other points to be touched, but I have not the time to go 
into detail over them. As to the suj)ply of cloth a question w':is put in 
answ^er to which the Hon’ble (’ivil Supj)lies Minister had admifted that 
the sNstem of linking a consumer to one particubn’ sho]) w’as causing* some 
hardship. It is better that it should be abolished. My friends the 

Lui’opeans are in a happier position in this respect. They g(‘t certain 

supplies for their Association and their wnints are met from there'. But 
we ordinary persons wdio are linked to a jiarticular shop do not get wdiat 
w’e want. They cannot supply what w’c w'ant. I frankly say that I do 
not get cloth from the shop wdio siqiplies my cloth for my gown which 
I have to use wdien appearing in th(‘ court. It is a gn'at ])ity that 
w'hen I go to my shop and ask the shopkeeper wdiy he c.annot supjily cloth 
to our choice, he says “Go to Gov(‘rnment” — he says “Government do 
not sup])]y it”. My European friends are fortunati* in this mailer and 
I congratulate them because they get a special lic(‘nse foi' their su])ply of 
cloths from their Association and they manage to get all the_\ n'quin'. 

Now, Sir, as to industries, there is no particular scheme at all except 
one scheme for which I have every praise — I mean the scheme of electrifica- 
tion. I think this scheme should be w'orked as soon as possible. 

I may suggest to the Ilon’ble Minister in this connection that there is 
a great scope of laying dowm an electrification scheme in the eastern 
part of the jirovince too. The introduction of an electrification scheme 
was discussed once before by the Government of Bengal through the 
river wdiich runs from Tippera State to Megna and electrification is 
workable there and the industrial and agricultural struct ur(‘ would be 
improved by the introduction of electrification of this area. It whll lead 
to the growTh of village handicraft. 

I wdll not take further time of the House. As regards Education, it 
wull certainly be discussed by other members. But I (;an only say that 
Government should not forget the matter of adult education. There is 
illiteracy among the adult people. Not only young people but also the 
adult people ought to be educated. Adult illiteracy should be removed 
and proper provision should be made for that. Within a few years these 
adult people may have to run the administration so they should 
be fully equipped wdth the knowledge regarding the affairs of the 
country. I will finish by my last appeal that the time has come when 
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perhaps this party politics would have to vanish — when people would make 
a joint demand and those at the top now who are dabbling in party politics 
perhaps will have to be kicked out and sooner they are kicked out the 
better. 

Mr. MOHAMMAD TAUFIQ: Sir, I neither congratulate nor condemn 
tlie Hon’ble Finance Minister for the budget, because correctly speaking 
it is not his budget. As we all know, this budget was prepared during 
section regime although he must have had opportunity to make some 
alterations here and there. I find, Sir, there are several proposals 
for nation-building purposes. 1 hope the Ministry will carry on the 
programme successfully. 1 further hope that tlie Mussalmans will get 
their full quota in all the spheres of activity and in the services 
as well as in tlie carrying on of tlie administrative machinery. So far 
as other heads of c:xpenditure are concerned, 1 may take first the Civil 
Sujiplies Department, which deals with the most essential problem of 
the day. J welcome the formation of the Food Advisory Board. It will 
create healthy relations between the department and the public 
but 1 regret that no attention is given towards consumer goods. Sir, 
consumer goods cover all other necessaries of life excepting foodgrains 
and t^loih. I hojie that the Government will not treat the subject 
lightly as they have done hitherto. 1 suggest that a small Advisory 
Committee consisting of members of this House and the other House be 
aj)]K)int(‘d to advise the Director of Consumer Goods in matters pertaining 
to his Direclorate. This, on the one hand, will ac([naint the 
Directorate with the real dmnands and necessities of the people and on 
the other hand keep the people informed of the limitation and the 
dithculties of the dejiartment and it will result in smooth working of 
th(‘ distribution schemes and the present bitterness will be allayed to a 
great extent. Feople are experiencing great difficulties and hardships 
in ])rocuring tlndr requirements and particularly the Mussalmans are 
the worst sufferers. I strongly condemn the continuaJice of “the so- 
called normal trade (duinnels” which the vested interests cry for. Had 
these normal traders acted properly and honestly and had they 
not indulged themselves in black-marketing, hoardings and xmofiteering, 
there would have been no trouble and no control would have been 
necessary. Tt is their anti-social practice that the Government had to 
adopt the control measures. So, I ho])e that the Ministry will see that 
the Mussalmans get their due share according to their population ratio 
in all kind of Government-controlled trade to which they are entitled 
by all cannons of justice. I trust the Ministry will not be led away 
by the Op])osition wlio are rank communalists, who as usual in their 
garb of nationalism and with the cry of maintaining normal trade 
chanmds want to usurp the just rights of the Mussalmans, because they 
are experts in advocating and maintaining tlieir unjust communal 
domination, but with a national coating on it. You should not care for 
their branding you as a communal Government. Of course, our 
communalism is of a defensive nature, wdiile theirs is aggressive and it is 
the result of their aggressive communalism that the rights of the 
Mussalmans have been tramjded upon in every walk of life, and when 
w'e now want to undo the wrong done to the Mussalmans they call us 
communalists. Instead of being ashamed of what they have been doing 
80 long they want to blame us. 

Now', Sir, I wmnt to draw the attention of Government tow'ards iron 
and steel materials which have disappeared from the open market. I 
know that they were being controlled by the Government of India, but 
since they have relaxed the distribution control, the stock-holders and 
dealers have been given liberty to dispose oft their goods according to 
their own choice. Hence the consumers have no other alternative than 
to pay treble the controlled price of the material. I say why do you not 
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take the distribution control of Bengal quota of iron and steel 
in your own hand just like other commodities. We have to face housing 
problem along with food, cloth, etc. So until we provide raw 
materials to the people of the province at the reasonable rate, how can 
we expect them to help us in solving the housing problem. Same is the 
case with cement. The Government of India Irave yipointed a Manager 

or Proprietor of a Trading Firm as Honorary Cement Advisor and 

everything has been left at l«s mercy. This man has framed no rules 
regarding preference or priority for the disposal of application and 
everything depends on this one single man’s choice. Here I am not 
concerned with the Government of India. What I havt^ to say is that 
the Government of this province should come to our rescue and they 

should ask, rather insist and snatch away from the Government of India 

their right of controlling the distribution of Bengal quota. 

Now I come to the Department of Police, on whicli we are spending 
a huge amount, but bribery and corruption which are the main features 
of this department are increasing day by day. Our Ministry will do a 
real service to the people if they could check it to some extent as well 
as teach them to he more civil towards the people. Recently it happened 
that the army at Kanchrapara and other places got hugi‘ quanti- 
ties of cartridges blown off from time lo time. The villagers picked 

up those empty cartridge, shells and sold them as brass scrap to the 
traders of Calcutta, hut the police have been harassing the traders and 
those who could please tiiem could get out but others were sent up to 
court, charged witli possessing stolen jiroperty. These peoide were 

honourably acquitted by the court. Even on the face of the decision of 
the court the police have not ended their tactics. They are still 

harrassing the merchants. Immediate action is called for in this respect. 

So far as the income side is (joncerned, 1 have to say something about 
the sales-tax. The Government are awuire that there has been great 
agitation against the sales-tax for a long time. In Fehrnary last when 
there was section 93 regime in this province, an agitation was launched 
against this sales-tax. There was a compromise arrived at between tho 
traders and the Governor that the enhancement of one pice which was 
going to be made, was suspended and the traders who were observing 
hartal for a long time thev also sus])ended tin* hartal. Thev wen* 
assured that the matter will he considered by the popular Ministn 
wbicb was soon to assume office, but we are sorry that tlu^ several 
representations made to the Ministry fell on deaf ears They have not 
cared for our arguments and our .submissions. We are not o])poHed io 
your realising 3 crores as sales-tax. You want revenue You watH 
revenue to pull on your administration. AYe are leady to give you the 
revenue, hut what we object to is the method of colleciion. Yon call i< 
a sales-tax, but actually it is not a .sales-lax, because it is the purchasoi 
who has to pay that. It would have been better if vou had called il a 
purchase tax. If vou stick to the words sales-tax then the merclianls 
are ready to pay tlie sales-tax from their own pockets. In tlie present 
Sales Tax Act, those sales which ai’e made for outsiders, T mean which 
are made outside of Bengal, /.c., on the goods which are despatched 
outside of Bengal, there is no tax or where a tiader sells 1o anothei 
registered trader, he is not to charge the sales-tax. Whal we want i'. 
that a uniform basis of say 4 annas per rent, or 8 annas per rent. »iia\ 
be levied on all the sales without anv exception so that while on the one 
band you get your revenue, we shall he relieved of keeping all sorK of 
accounts of registered sales, sales to out.siders as well ns sales in Bengal. 
On the other hand the consumer is also relieved foi’ he rrned noi pav the 
tax along with the price of the goods that he purcdiases. Merchants 
and traders are ready to pay it from their own pockets. Suppose you 
levy eight annas per cent. Then each and every merchant ftnd dealer 
16 
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will pay the sum. The commodities sold by a merchant pass through 
three or four dealers and thus you get about two per cent, only on all 
the sales. It may be known to Government that sales outside Bengal 
are more than 75 per cent., so only 25 per cent, of the sales are made 
within Bengal. In that way you can get even more revenue than what 
you are getting today, and you will also relieve the merchants as well 
as the consumers; although the tax paid by the merchants goes to the 
consumer indirectly, yet this direct taxation of the consumer is a great 
hardship to him. On the other hand the merchants ond traders are quite 
ready to pay this tax from their own pockets : so there should be no 
objection on the part of Government; they should simply be content with 
getting their 3 crores of rupees as sales-tax; only the method is to be 
changed. With these remarks T resume my seat. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Mr. President, Sir, the budget 
lor the year 1946-47 as presented before the House shows two main 
features. No. 1 — begging, and No. 2 — taxing. There is no indication 
on the part of Government to produce money. Efficiency of a Govern- 
ment lies not in cutting down essential expenses, but in finding out new' 
avenues of income without taxing people further. It is suggested that 
the Government of Bengal should start State-owned powder farming and 
industries to produce wealth for administration. From the point of 
view of begging it is always wdser to be an exacting beggar when th<* 
other party is knowui to have money. But begging for food is the worst 
part of the affair when ther(‘ are already means to be self-sufficient at 
hand. 

Now, let me examine some of the items on the receipts side. 
Customs : Contribution from the Central Export Duty on Tute amounts 
?)early to one and half a crores of ^rupees on the basis of 62^ per cent, of 
the contribution. This is the result of a long-standing fight wdth the 
Centre. This Government should start the fight again to raise it t(» 
(SO per cent. Then 1 ncome-tax : Bengal’s share calculated at the rate 
of 20 per cent., iinder the terms of the Niemeyer Aw^ard C'omes to 6?. 
crores. Here, again, the Provin(‘ial Government should start a fight 
with the Centre to get at least 40 per cent, of the contribution. Then 
comes A pricultn ral J nconie-Ufx : Receijds on this item show 50 lakhs of 
rupees. This tax is oppressive no doubt. The method of computation 
(*f income has been arbitrary in most cases on liypothetical production 
of paddy and jute per acre and also on imaginary sale proceeds of these 
(‘ommodities. The income on this head should suffer a decrease for the 
relief of im*dium and small ])easants by agreeing to increase the maximum 
non-taxable income from Rs. 3,500 to Rs. 5,000. 

S(ile.s-tax : Three crores have been showm as probable income. Is it 

on the basis of 1 anna per rupee or less? This tax is not only op])ressive 
but troublesome. It must be admitted that the vagaries of sales-tax 
officers have provided employment for some lawyers, accountants and 
(derks. But the cost and trouble of the seller have been increasing. 
The rate of sales tax should be reduced to 6 pies this year with a view to 
liquidate it altogether next year. 

Ificome from subsidised companies: The Darjeeling-Himalayan Rail- 
ways pays only Rs. 92,000 for the maintenance of the cart road from 
Siliguri to Darjeeling. The rate of calculation as showm is Rs. 2,500 
multiplied by the miles or 50 per cent, of the excess profit over 5 per cent. 
whichever is less. The term should be so amended that Darjeeling- 
Himalayan Railw'ay should pay to the Government of Bengal, a sum 
equal to 50 per cent, of the excess profits over 4 per cent, with a minimum 
of Rs. 2 lakhs per year. 
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business Side: This side shows all round loss. The recent business 
of sale ol mepacrine h^s been a dangerous game. At first the 
pharmacies were forced to biij' 10,000 mepacrine tablets to qualify 
themselves to purchase one pound ot precious Government quinine. Now 
the ratio has been reduced to 1,000 tablets to one pound of quinine. 
Compulsion to buy mepacrine should no longei exist. The Department 
of Sera and Vaccine should b^ made profitable. This department should 
produce for public sale large quantity of dependable sera and vaccines. 
This department should not be allowed to act as a “show boy”. 

AijncultuTV'. Oil this head expense exceeds the income b\ more than 
two crores of rupees. Establishment of a five-acre plot for 
potato breedings costs Rs. ()4,U00. Eive lakhs for growing disease-free 
seed potatoes in Darjeeling and seven lakhs for importing dried potatoes 
from Australia. What more waste ot money can one conceive of^ 
About 21 crores have been set apart for Demonstration, rural uplift, 
grants-in-aid and dcvelojunent ol ag'riculture. A large percentage of 
this sum is going to be spent on salaries and other allow'ances leaving 
ubout Rs. 50 lakhs for actual work. This money may be better utilised 
it the Government starts Central Agricultural Stations, one in 
each district to start with, containing all the modern equipments for 
mechanical cnitivalioii and also trained men to work the machines and 
Avoikshop to keep the machines in working order. Modern tractors can 
be worked in small plots ot land even with raised boundaries as at 
present. Fragmentation of laud is no longer a hindrance to modern 
])ower farming witli catarpillar and Gravoley plough. These centres 
would only cultivate the land of the private owners on payment of a small 
tee just to cover the running expenses and liarvest their crop with 
combines, if the,\ so like. Ten such centres nuq^ be chosen in areas 
where large tracts of high lands remain uncultivated for want of men 
and bullocks. Jly this means a small cultivator family would be able 
to bring under crop more than tour times the area they can manage at 
present. Such large tracts of tallow' land is found in all the districts of 
North Bengal and also in the district of Nadia. About 30 lakbs ot acies 
of culturable w'aste ar(‘ looking to the Government of Bengal 

foi‘ exploitation to feed the famished jieople of this province. The 
(xovernment should start mechanical paddy cultivation in high lauds 

and show' by actual demonstration that cultivation b\ modern implements 
and scientific manuring bring more croj) and is u paying proposi- 
tion so that the cultivators may take to it in the near future. This is 
not a long term proposal. Jute and pad(l\ can be grown within b months 
and equipments can be had probably just now. Experimental station 
with laboratories should be set up at suitable places to can} on experi- 
ments on scientific rating, steeping and washing of jute so that the 

cultivators may not have to stand on waist dee]) water from morn till 
sunset for the sake of a small profit from this money crop. Experiment.^ 
on other money crops, such as tiuiy^ flax, sisal, etc., that grow on any soil 
should be conducted. These laboratories vshonld undertake analysis ot 
soil free of charge and to advise the cultivators on the nature of manure 
they should apply to their soil for the particular crop they want lo raise. 
Distribution ot oil cakes and chemical manure without soil analysis is 
just like administration of medicine without diagnosing the disease. 
The Government should guard against such w-astage which they have 
under contemplation. Tliese are some ol the bare outlines whereby the 
lultivators w'ho are essentially matfer-of-faet men may be trained lo junduce 
more crop. The idea of educating tlie cTiltivators with leaflets, booklets 
and demonstrations w ould be fruitless as has been in fJhe past and the amount 
spent for this purpose w'ould^be money thrown into wilderness. Forty-one 
lakhs of rupees have been set apart for seed multiplication. Can it be 
expected that this money would not be spent for multiplication of woes and 
sorrows of the common people of Bengali 
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Something' about medical exjnui.ses and i finish. Establishment of a 
temporary medical college in the lake area with 1,000 beds is under contem- 
plation. It is being started to train 10,000 licentiates to M.B.B.S. in 
o years. This is a Central Government scheme 1 understand and tihey have 
fsiiinated Its. 80 lakhs non-recmring and Its. 20 lakhs of recurring exiHjnses. 
'1 he amount j)roposed to be spent in Bengal Budget is about Rs. 21 lakhs in 
all in 1040-47. li passes beyond anybod_^’s comprehension to think of a 
temporary medical college at such a huge cost. Is it necessary to oblige the 
American (b)vernment by purcdiasing their depleted camps? This mone> 
may be better utilised by donating this sum to the National Medical Insti- 
tut<* at Entally and raising it to the status of a college for the same purpose. 

Regarding tuberculosis the attempt of the. Govcunuieiit, it leally takes 
effect, is certainly weh‘,oine. There are about 8 lakhs of open cases of 
tubej'culosis in Bengal alone that reiiuire immediate hospitalisation 
whereas at present, there is accommodation for only 2,(>U0 cases. 4()(t 
beds in any tubercular hospital should be the standard. With this object 
Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital with good records should be jirovided 
with adequate funds for 80 more beds. The S. B. De Sanatorium at 
Kursiuuig should get at least Rs. 7) lakhs this year lor some free and hall- 
iiee beds. Tdie newly acquired site is pleasing no doubt. The 
Amulia Hosjutal near Asansol, I understand, will accommodate nearly 
200 beds and there will be facilitie>s toi trjuning doctors for curing tuber- 
(Uilosis. Another T. B. hospital should be started somewhere in Eastern 
Bengal as quickly as possible, and Mainamati near ('omilla may be selected 
as the ))lace. 

IJndei th(‘ head increase in the number oi beds and ])]'ovision foi' new 
beds in rural areas and improvement of existing hospitals a sum of Rs. b 
lakhs should. bi‘ set apart tor the General Hospital attached to dackson 
Medical School at dalpaiguri, which is ])ractical]y the onl) lios])ital in 
North Bengal, wheri* modern treatment may be exjiected. Increase of beds 
in rural hos])itals means increased remirriiig exjienses which the hospital 
funds can never ade(piatel,\ meet. The beds may be incrcuised when* 
sufficient nuniiiei' of nurses are available. Evt‘r\ District Hosjiital should 
be provided with N’ra.^ ajiparatiis and, if necessaiy, portable apparatus 
nia\ be supplied which can be worked by small electric jdants. 

East oi all, the Government are again urged to revise file budget and 
place it on more modern basis whert‘ the principle of finding income from 
State-owned business should b(‘ given effect to. 'Fhe increase of taxation 
lias come t,o a breaking })oint. Instead of concentrating upon distribu- 
tion of jobs ill the Government under various heads, more attention 
should be jiaid to the actual nation-building works on a definite plan that 
would bring lasting benefit to the common people of Bengal. A mere 
])atchwork is likely to give way sooner or later. The Government of 
Bengal should prove by their action that their anxiety to build u)) a happy 
Bengal is a reality^ and not a show. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: Mr. President, Sir, 1 
am a new-comer, not only to this House, but also to the Legislature and 
as such, I must confess 1 am not yet conversant with all the technique 
and convention of this House. I have not yet been supplied with all the 
literature relating to practice and procedure here and elsewhere. 

Sir, discussion of the Budget Estimates in this House which has no 
right of voting seems to me to be only a specious privilege and that too 
is the special privilege of the honourable members sitting in the opposite 
direction. So I would not like to take much of the valuable time of this 
House to the prejudice of the veterans in the line. 

Sir, it will not be fair to forget that this is a budget coming in the 
wake of a much criticised and unwanted section 93 regime, drawn up 
by the youngest Finance Minister in India of a popular Government barely 
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3 months old. The young Minister rightly deserves to be congratulated 
for the masterly presentment of the estimates and for the provision, he 
has made in liis estimates for his Public Health and Medical Departments 
and the Department of Agriculture which, of late, is fast expanding 
under a Director having drtve and imagination Bui tlie al)sence of any 
scheme for the eradi(‘ation ot water-h\ acintli will, 1 am afraid, greatly 
hamper many of the agricultural improvement projects. The Finance 
Minister deserves congratulation also lor not resorting to new taxation 
to wipe off the heavy deficit as tlie i>eople are already overburdened with 
taxes in Bengal. Sir, barring these two redeeming features and the post- 
war development portion of it, it must he said, the estimates make 
disappointing reading. 

There is no plan and no provision lor nationalisation c»f all the key 
industries. Some of its unpopular leatuj'es amongst others are the 
continuance of a top-heavy administration, maintenance of an unneces- 
sarily large number of l.C.S. officers with fat salaries, retention 
of the posts ot Divisional Commissioners, re-ajipointment on fat salaries 
of retired officers on the convenient ]>lea of experience while young- 
educated people are being allowed to swell the ranks of the unemployed. 
Sir, under provincial autonomy, the retention of the services of the 
members of the Indian Civil Service seems tn me to be a great anomaly 
and jieople fail to understand why their services aie being considered 
indispensable and why they cannot be replaced hy members of the Bengal 
(Jivil Service, if the popular Ministry in the j>ast and now coiihl be 
successfully run with people ^^ith no pretension to aii) extraordinary 
educational attainments or any specialised knowledge. 

Civil Service in Bengal should be manned by members of the Bengal 
Civil Service, its junior section, w^hich is a fruitfull source of discontent- 
ment and consequent half-hearted work among the ranks having the 
same educational qualification and calibre, should be abolished. J^et 
the pay of the one Bengal Civil Service be decided by the. Jhiy Commis- 
sion. Similarly, J advocate the abolition of the Subordinate Educational 
Service, also. 

Sir, the less said about the Civil Suj)plies Department, the better. 
From its working in this haj)less ])rovince, it had b(*tter been called 
“Civil IXuiial Department’’. There is no justification for maintaining 
this de])artment with such heav\ costs, which is guilty of many 
acts of commission and omission. The Hou.se has a right to know what 
stej)s, if any, have been taken against those officers of the department 
due to whose criminal negligence such huge quantities of foodstuff 
became unfit for human consunqdion in different parts of the province 
while people were starving for want of food. The people have a right to 
know what steps, if any, have been or are being taken against those for 
whose criminal folly a loss of a sum of one and half crore is being met 
from the public funds for boat construction work. Persons and officers 
responsible deserve to be spotted out and .severely dealt with. 

Sii, the staffing of the Enforcement Department, with the retired 
police officH^rs who in this bajdess country are never looked upon or 
believed as honest people has made the department a farce and hopelessly 
inefficient and corrupt. It is common knowledge now that those who 
can pay often go undetected. This is the machinery set up to combat 
corruption by corrupt people. Are we to understand that the homeopathic 
principle of combating the disease has with the medicine that may cause 
that disease been followed herei-^ Black-marketing and profiteering were 
encouraged in many cases by officers of the Government in 
connection with raising of this fund or those fund which tor)k such a 
high toll of lives in the famine of 1943 and if not stopped with an iron 
hand will also take a heavy toll this year, a year of scarcity and natural 
calamity, if you do not call it a year of famine. The criminal law of 
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the land needs f>verliaulin^f for providing capital punishment for those 
responsible for black-marketing ajid ju-ofiieering wiio form a new class 
ol murderers. Sir, it is common knowledge now iJiat the Food (.'ommittees 
Jiave not worked satislactoril} jn Bengal and the soon they are totally 
abolished the better. Froeuremeut and disiribution of foodstuffs, cloths 
and yarns could have been more efficiently and with much less or no 
costs, entrusted to tlie Co-operative Department of the province. Sir, 
it is most unfortunate that the Government which seem anxious to seek 
tlm (;o-operalion of all parties in this House and the Lower House, refused 
to seek or take tiie coroperation of his own Co-operative Department which 
has virtually been left in the lurch. 

Sir, in the jiiojects for irrigation, Western Bengal with its scant 
agricultural ])opulation has almost momiiKdised the huge grants. Eastern 
Jlengal with its dense agricultural population has received only a step- 
motlierly treatment. Even such a small but a very important and long 
ilemanded irrigation project of dredging the river Tista near Akhauia 
in Tipp(‘ra, has not found any place. 1 hope the needs of Eastern Bengal 
should in the neai* future engage tin* eainest consideration of the authorities 
concerned. 

Sir, fates of some (d the officers of the late Jute Registration Deparl- 
ment who had pickiul up acapiaintamm with rural ])eoj)le and rural condi- 
tion and really did good work are still hanging fire. It is high time they 
were engraft(*d in some permanent departnumt and they wine relieved of 
this state of unc.ertainty. 

Sir, there l^ nothing in th(‘ budget to amelioiate the c-ondition of the 
agriculturists as such and for the toiling masses, whom we represent in 
the legislature. Provision has been made for some increment of pay 
and dearness allowance in addition to the siijiply of rations at cheap 
rates to officers of tlie (iovernment, but the (^ase of the ])oor agricult ui’ists 
has been left in the cold shade, luuause they cannot or do not take 
recourse to strike — refusing to grow food or jute for in tliese days strikes 
are the ordei of the day for getting redress. 

Jute was always selling at a much higher rate tiian ricu^ in normal 
times, because of highei' (u)sts of jiroduction but by a most inequitable 
disjiensation the jute had to be sold by the poor growers at a price much 
below that of rice and almost at a level of its costs or jiroductiim, during 
these abnormal times to the greatest injustice to the pool growi'is toiling 
in the summer sun and torrential rains in stagnant water. It 
IS high time that effective steps should lie taken by the Government so 
that a minimum price of jute could be fixed at Bs. 2d, if not Bs. dO, per 
maund. 

Sii , the educational portion of the budget estimates is another most 
disap{M)inting document. Thert* is no provision for constructing build- 
ings Ibi hostels for students so many of whom are virtually stranded in 
('alcutta. There is no provision for adult education or for a drive against 
illiterac> which is eating into the vitals of the society. While a sister 
province is going lo spend over d crores under this head, we rest content 
ourselves with doing absolutely nothing in this sphere. Tliere is no provi- 
sion for large scale teclinical or industrial education which is so necessary. 

Twenty lakhs for the primary school teachers numbering (10,01)1) who 
aie really tlm true nation-builders of our country as in their hands future 
desiiti} of the nation is being moulded, ])arents in most cases being 
illiterate, is nothing short of a mockery. Sir, non-introduction of the 
Secondary Education Bill and non-implementation of the steps for the 
abolition of the zemindary system during this session amount almost to 
a breach of faith to the electorate. Time should have been found to 
introduce these two much longed for measures during the 1st session of 
jthe Legislature. 
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Sir, air-conditioning of the Secretariat liuildiugs at a cost of 2 lakhs 
is undoubtedly a luxury, but people will not, I am sure, grudge this 
luxury of sitting in the Secretariat under the changed condition, if the 
popular Ministers are able to evolve and put into execution well-planned 
and efFective schemes for all round improvem«*ar of the condition of the 
people with a view to building a better, brighter, liappier and healthier 
Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The budget discuNsum will be 
p'sumcd on Monday next. 


Adjournment. 

The (ouncil then adjourned till 1-Jo p.m. on Monda\, the bth August, 


Members absent. 

4’lie following memlx'r.s were absent from the meeting held on tfie 
2n(l August, 194G: — 

(1) Mr. L. r. S. Bourne, 

(2) Kliaii Bahadur Shaikh Kazal Bllahi, 

(8) Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur, 

(4) The ITon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(o) Ml*, llumayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(()) Maulana Md. Akrum Khan, 

(7) Mr. S\ed Abdul Majid. 

((S) Mr. T. B. Nirnmo, 

(in Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Bahmari, 

(10) 1)]*. Kumud Sankar Ron, and 
(11,) Mr. F. (\ J. Stuart. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First SessM, 1946.-^No. 8. 


The (\)rNCiL met in the Leg^islative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 5th August, 1946, at 1-15 p.m., being 
the 8th day of the First Session, 1946, pursuant to section 62(2) («) of 
the Government ot India Act, 1965. 

Mr. I'resident (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasu) Singh Rot, Ic.c.i.E.), was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Publishing the photo of Revenue Minister. 

51. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of liUnd and Land Revenue be pleased to state— 

(a) if bis attention has been drawn to a leadet published by the Revenue 
Department with a photo (d' Mr. Tarak Nath Mnkherjea. Mbiister 
in (diarge of that de])artnient, containing some provisions of the 
Bengml Alienation o\ Agricultural Land (Temporary Jbovisions) 
Ordinance, 1943 ; 

if he is aware that there is a great scarcity of paper in this country 
owing to the ])re.scnt condition <d war; 

(c) what cost was incuried tor tin* block and for the papei’ required to 

print the block; 

(d) if the Govern ment (‘onsid(‘r the advisability of not publishing in 

future the ])hotos (d Ministers in Government publications for 
propaganda purj)OvS(‘S when every possible economy of paper is 
being strictly enforced ; and 

(e) if not, why notf' 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND and LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): 

(4'"Tes. 

{h) The situation has eased to a certain extent now. 

(c) The photo was printed from an existing^ block of the Publicity Depart- 
ment^aiid as such no extra cost was incurred for it. The cost of the paper 
was K8.131 approximately. 

(d) and (e) Such pamphlets are issued in cases where it is considered 
necessary in Die interest of the general public to give the widest possible 
publicity to any measure adopted by Government for nublic welfare. 
Form^ation of any generail principle in the matter is not called for. 

^ ^ Aboljtion of zomindati system in Bengal. 

52. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of T>an(l and Land Revenue be pleased to state whether it 
is a faqt that he has already drawn tip a very feasible plan for abolition of 
the zeniindari system in Bengal? 

(h) If 80 , what are the main features of this new plan? 

(c) When will it be put into operation and wh^re,,at first? 
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(d) Wliat will be the cost of this plan ? 

The Hofi’hio Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The 

new plan was considered in a conference of expeids and it was found that as 
the noioney market is now easier it wouild be more economical to adopt the 
scheme recommended by the Land Revenue Commission for State purchase 
of rent-receiving interests and certain classes of khas lands. Necessary 
Legislative proposals for implementing the scheme are under consideration 
and will be placed l)efore the liCgislature in due course. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give an 
idea of the new plan? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The new i)lan has been scrapped. We are going to follow the Land 
Revenue Commission’s report. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister then please state what 
was the new plan referred to in this answer? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The new j)lan was to acquire all the lands of the zemindars and convert 
them into Court of Wards Estates and then depositing some money in 
the Reserve Bank purchase the zemindaries. It has been found that that 
would be a more costly affair. So, as recommended by the Commission and 
as it is more economical, we are purchasing the rent-receiving interests 
and certain classes of khas lands. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Wi,ll the Hon’ble Minister please 
state how much money has been provided for that purpose in the present 
year’s budget? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It will not be necessary to provide any money in the current year’s budget. 
After the legislative measure is passed when the approval of His Majesty 
the King will be obtained and then we will actually be able to proceed 
with the matter. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: When is the bill likely to come 
up before the House? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I hope it will be introduced in the next sitting of the Assembly. 

Alleged Interference with the administration of Mr. Chanda, the Dirootor 
of Public Instruction. 

5S. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that Mr. Chanda, the Director of Public Instruction, has gone qn leave? For 
what length of time has he gone on leave? What was it due to? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Minister’s interference with the Director 
of Public Instruction’s day-to-day administration such as leave, transfer, 
promotion of officers, etc., disgusted him for which he had to go on leave? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many prders of 
Director of Public Instruction were upset by him since his a8SUlfi|)tion of 
office as Minister? 

(d) Who now officiates as Director of Public Instruction *in pace of 

Mr. Chanda? ^ ^ 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMEl|T (the 
Hen’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) IM. Mr. 

Chanda applied for ordinary leave on average j)ay for the peifod from 
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nth June, 1946, to 7th December, 1946, for the reason that he felt run 
down. He has been permitted to proceed on leave from the 10th June, 
1946, but the actual period of liis leave is still under consideration of 
Government. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) As far as I remember onfy one. 

(d) Khan Bahadur A. M. Muhammad Asad. 

LALIT CHANDRA DASs Mill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he will enquire from Mr. Chanda by wliom he was run 
down? Was he run down by the Minister for Education? (Laug-hter.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

He was run down by pressure of work. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVill the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether at this period of time (now it is the month of Aimaist), it 
has been determined what is the actual period of his leave? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Well, I want notice, (ertainly it has been determined, I know, but I 
forget what it is exactly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the two cases in which he overrode the decision of the 
Director of Public Instruction ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

In one case the Maulvi of the Vidyarnoyee Girls’ vSchool was transferred 
on the report of the Head Mistress of that school, because sli(‘ had 
reasons to suspeci that the character of the Maulvi was not good. But 
so many telegrams came from Mymensingh from dift’erent people of 
great responsibility contradicting the suspicion of the Head Mistress and 
1 thought it was not jiroper to transfer him immediately without an 
enquiry. Soon aftei’ 1 myself had been to Myiiiensingh ami made 

personal enquiries from the guardians of the students of that school and 
other people and 1 came to the definite conclusion that the (diarge against 
the Maulvi was maliciously false and that is why I wanted him to be 
re-posted in order to vindicate his dharacter. In another case, I remember, 
a transfer was proposed to be made and not actually made of Professor 
Taher Zaman of the Dacca Intermediate College. Opinions about him were 
invited and the students of the Islamia College said that he was a very 



remember. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With regard to the first case may I 
enqiiire whether at the time of enquiring into the conduct of the Maulvi 
evidence was taken? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, I consulted the guardians. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I enquire whether in appoint- 
ing Khan Bahadur A. M. Muhammad Asad as the Director of Public 
Instruction, the Hon’ble Minister tried to ascertain whether there waB 
any officer senior to this gentleman ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That anyone can find in the Civil List. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the Hon’ble Minister ascertain 
whether there was any senior officer? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

There were one or two senior officers. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly name 
them and explain why their claims were superseded? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

One is J)r. Snehamoy Datta and he was not taken in, because he 'was 
already doin^- work in some other department. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: On a point of 
order, Sir. I am afraid, such detailed answers to these questions are not 
desirable. They relate to departmental matters which in the best interests 
of the administrafion as a A\h(de should not ordinarily be divulged before 
the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is for the Hon’ble Minister to take objection. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Well, he was working in the Methods Department of the Secretariat and 
for If slhort vacancy it was not considered proper that he should be taken 
away from that department. As regards the other gentleman his record 
of service for the last two years was not at all satisfactory. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It s( ^ems to me that Mr. Mahalanobish 
is senioi’ to Mr. Asad. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, but he was not available; he was away in England. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Having legaid to the responsibility 
and the high talents required for the post, why was the post not offered 
to Dr. Sneliamoy Datta in spite of his higher qualifications? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It Mas not considered expedieui to offer him the post or to disturb him for 
this shori vacancy, Wcaiise he was already in another department. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Was he (the present Director of Public 
Instruction, Mr. Asad) not also engaged elsewhere at the time the vacancy 
occiinvd ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No, he was in the Department, whereas the other gentleman was not in 
the Department. He Mas in the Methods Department of the Secretariat. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are Me to take it that communaliam 
did not find a place in the appointment of the gentleman to this post? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

There was no comniunalism here, I can definitely assert. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, 1 have got an adjournment motion, 
and it reads thus : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not read it at this stage. When was 
this matter first brought to your notice? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Day before yesterday. Mrs. Ela Reid 
and others have come forward Muth a statement and this statement was 
published on the 8rd August in the papers and it M^as brought to my notice 
then, and 1 gave notice of the adjournment motion on the same date. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please make a short statement explaining 
the point that you want to raise in this motion? 



Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR; Yes, Sir. It is here in the statement, 
as follows: — On the occasion of tlie general strike in Calcutta when 
the employees of Government and other mercantile offices were handled 
with consideration a number of girl students belonging to the Bengal 
Provincial Federation were posted as pickets on the Calcutta. Station of 
the All-India Kadio, which had already been boycotted by the artistes 
for the day. Tliese young girls requested the officers in charge to close 
down the radio station, not only to be met with a refusal but to be 
subjected to taunts. Failing ®thiKs to remove the picketers who were all 
this time both non-violent and orderly a well-known otiicial in charge 
of the ])rogramme, a Bengali, sent for the ])olice to protect himself and 
his colleagues against a ])inu‘h of young girls 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Well, that is the text of your motion ^ 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: No , Sir, it is from the statement 
published in the i)apers. Indian constables having refused to raise their 
hands against Avomen, a jeep containing European sergeants was driven 
straight on to the girls, seven of whom were badly hurt and all of whom 
received injuries 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But what is the object of your motion? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: To show that the public servants, 
namely, the European sergeants, behaved in such a manner that in course 
of peaceful picketing they hurt 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment to this incident or to censure the Government? What is your object? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Well, if Government conu's forward 
with a statement and takes just measures against these people, then we 
shall be satisfied. But if they do not, then it will be taken as a censure 
motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we hav(> had no 
infonnation about tliis motion; the HonT)le ('hief Minister has not yet 
received any notice of this motion 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: That is a matter for the department. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We have neither the 
facts nor the materials to an.swer this adjournment motion or (he issues 
raised in the motion. I therefore submit that even if you, Sir, think the 
motion to be admissible, you will be pleas^'d to fix another day ,so tliat we 
may have sufficient time to collect materials. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you enquire into the mattei’ and mak(‘ a state- 
ment on another day? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, not today, 
but the next day. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: So, phase fix a day for the discussion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you do not press your motion today? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: If yon will kindly fix a day for the 
discussion of this matter and if in the course of the Government’s state- 
ment we find that it is satisfactory 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not yet decided to give my consent to your 
motion. I would like to hear the Hon’ble Minister first and then make 
up my mind. So let the matter stand over at present. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: When is it coming up then, Sir? 



Mr. PRESIDENT: Later on. There are so many important items to 
go through. I do not think there is any great urgency about it. 

The Hon»ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Then the statement 
need not be made today or tomorrow? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, not tomorrow, but later on. We must finish 
the Budget discussion first. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: When will the matter come up again, 
Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: After the Budgei discussion is over, I shall 
consider the question and then come to a decision. 


General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, I would be very brief 
in iny speech this afternoon. First of all I should like to congratulate 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister on his lucid explanation of the 1946-47 
Budget, which, of course, is largely a section-93 Budget and therefore 
it is not ai)parent that the Ministry have yet been able to apply themselves 
to framing their own policy and plans. 

We understand only too well the present unfortunate position of 
Bengars finances. Bengal is still sufi'ering from the major calamity 
of the famine of 1943 and, although we received a subvention of Ks. 8 
crores fnun the (Vntral (lovernment, we must press upon the Centre that 
we are still suffeiing from that major calamity and that the deficit of 
nearly Us, 10 crores is a direct result of it. 1 trust the Government of 
Bengal will continue to ])ress the Centre for further assistance. 

Honourable members are rather more inclined to criticise the taxation 
side of th(‘ Budget than the expenditure side. Now, taxation is presumed 
to be regulated by tbe necessity to raise funds for the expendi- 
ture side. Therefore we must be certain that the expenditure budgeted 
for is justified. To mention only one item of taxation, /.c., the enhance- 
ment of the ])etrol tax which is ex])ected to bring in an extra Us. 50 
lakhs and over which there has been some controversy. 1 am quite 
sure that the whole of that amount could be obtained by the overhauling 
of thi(‘e l)ei)artnients, i.r., (3vil »Sui)plies, Agiiculture and Industries. 

Sir, T am not going into the receipt side of the Budget in detail. 
I am sure Government have done all they can meantime in the way of 
taxation. But 1 must di‘aw the attention of this House to the expendi- 
ture side which, in my o])inion, is excessive under various heads. 

I will refer first of all to the Civil Supplies Department. The need 
for a strict examination of the expenditure of this department is 
illustrated by the fact that apart from the loss of Us. 3i crores, expendi- 
ture on establishment and contingencies amounts to no less than Us. 6 
crores. This requires investigation and I would suggest that Govern- 
ment might supply the Legislature with intelligible trading accounts. 
Government’s inability to control prices has been due to inadequacy of 
stocks and this in turn is due to insufficient procurement. 

Under 40 and 71 — Agriculture, for which Us. 411 lakhs and 41-70 
lakhs are provided, the various items sound all right, but I am very 
sceptical of practical results being obtained in many of the cases. I 
would draw attention to the item of a five-acre potato-breeding station. 
The Government think that they can solve the question of potato- 
breeding for the whole of this province by cultivating 5 acres of land. 
But it is a very mistaken idea. Why only 5 acres? This is far too small. 
Again, Us. 10,000 for a national park. What is this and where is it to be 
located? (The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali : It is in Kalim- 
pong.) But this Us. 10,000 could very usefully be spent on hospitals 
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and dispensaries in Bengal. As regards 28 seed multiplication farms I 
have no faith in this having any really practical result. I have been a 
member of the Agricultural Board and this matter has been discussed for 
years. As far as I can gather it is absolutely useless — these 28 seed 
multiplication farms. Also the provision of Rs. 11 laklis for seed stores 
at each thana headquarters will never give .an adequate return, if I 
know anything of how these would be run. Somebody might get good 
seed, but the agriculturists will not get much. 

Under head 72 — Industrial Development, Rs. 12 ()3 thousand has been 
allotted for industrial centres. I look u])on these scliemes as quite 
impracticable and fantastic. Again Rs. 582 thousand is being provided 
for exploitation of coastal and estuarine fisheries and pnwision of a 
fishing fleet. Does Govei’nment intend to run this department as a 
Government department? If they do I could not ])ossibly agree to it. 
Provision has also been made for training and settlement of c.?*-8ervice 
personnel. This is a very laudable proposal, but 1 hope it will not share 
the same fate as the c.r-detenu scheme inaugurated by Sir John Anderson 
and which cost the rate-payers Rs. lakhs, and did no good whatever. 

Government is to rec.eive from the Centre by loan and grants a sum 
of Rs. 12 crores for development ])urposes, but this amount cannot 
possibly be spent within the financial year (Uiding 81st March, 1947. 1 

am not quite sure about this. 1 have read the Government communique 
at the end of tlie Financial Statement, but 1 want to know if ibis Rs. 12 
crores is an open credit unlimited in time, or lias it a definite time-limit? 
This is inqiortant. 

Then as regards roads under Development Programme, there is an 
item of Rs. 9210 lakhs for construction and improvement of provincial 
highways, major disti'ict roads, etc., but no programme bas been put 
before us at all. This House is entitled to have details of this jmiposed 
expenditure. For one thing I am certain that so long as District Boards 
have control of roads, no real development can be done. This work 
should be provincial and a branch of the Communications and Works 
should be created for road construction. The quality of the engineers 
in Coinmuni(;ations and Works, who are put in charge of road construc- 
tion is sudh that they have no real training in road construction at all. 
They will only calculate how much profit the contractors will get out of the 
construction. 

The finances of the })rovince are not in such a hopeless state as one 
would imagine and I am convinced that Government could have a reason- 
able surplus budget, if only it would energetically overhaul some of the 
spending departments. 

In conclusion, I may saj that I noticed a heading in Saturday’s (3rd 
August, 1946) Sfatemuin to the effect that the^ Hon’ble Finance Minister 
stated he was exploring new channels of taxation. That is not what we 
want. I repeat that what we want is an overhauling of the expenditure 
side. President Truman of America has asked his Government depart- 
ments to retrench expenditure and that is the proper way to tackle the 
financial position. 

One last word. We are committed to an expenditure of a total of 
Rs. 75 lakhs as BengaPs share in the Government of India’s scheme for a 
fertilizer factory in Bihar. I would draw the attention of Government 
and this House to the Leader in last Friday’s StatesTrian on the subject of 
fertilizers, which puts the position correctly. I hope Government will 
devote their energies when framing the Budged; for 1947-48, to the 
-curtailment of expenditure on useless and impracticable schemes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, first of 
all, I would congratulate the Finance Minister on his first Budget. For 
the short-comings and defects in the Budget, the responsibility is not 
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entirely Ms. The Finance Department for the last 10 years or for the 
matter of that always, has established one thing, namely, that it has 
worked as an Audit Department checking and restraining expenditure 
and activities as far as possible of the departments. In shaping 
policy and formulating programmes the department plays no part. 
Whatever plan or programme is drawn, it is generally done by the depart- 
ments concerned. The Finance Department comes into the scene for 
the “purpose of seeing that the two ends meet. That is what the Finance 
Minister’s j(vb in the administration. Furthermore, the Budget is 
really the ])roduct of tlie section regime; in the Budget you will 
find expenditure up to the appointment of tiie Ministry practically on 
all Heads. For most of tlie drawbacks in the Budget the res])onsibility 
is of the administration just before this Ministry came in. 
That shows the miserable state of atfairs section regime had landed 
us into. Tlie fault we find witli tlie Ministry is that thcA had not the 
time to revise the expenditure items and to weed out unnecessary ones. 
If the time was short they could liave waited another month or so l>ecause 
if tlie exjieLditure incurred were legal up to the jiassing of the Budget 
by the Assembly, it would have been legal for another two months and 
there ought to have been a complete Budget incorporating the policy 
of this Ministry laid before the TiCgislature and the country. Be that 
as it may, with the Budget that is liefore us we have to consider its 
merits and defects. First, the main feature is that it has continued, as it 
has beim our misfortune to see, for years, a deficit Budget. Madras 
this year has a revenue of b7 crores of rupees and there is even a nominal 
surplus of a thousand rupees. Other provinces liave been favoured 
enormously in the matter of revenue though Bengal has been 
contributing the largest amounts of total revenue collected area by 
area. Still ours is the province which has not only suffered during 
the hard days of 1942 onwards but has been suffering for decades for 
want of adequate finance. Our position is iirecarious, and there is no 
wonder that it is so. Ijook at the finances (d* the Ooveiiiment of India. 
The Oovernment of India Act, 19^5, has carefully distributed the 
powers and functions of the Provinces and the (’entre. Similarly financial 
resources have also been divided between the two. But in this alloca- 
tion most of the sources are earmarked for the Centre. Look at the 
finances of the (Vntre. It has a normal Budget of more than 200 crores 
of rupees this year. It has got huge surplus under every commercial 
head, as for examjile, Kailways, Posts and Telegraphs; it has increases 
under Income-tax, Fxcise Duty, Import Duty. The result is that there 
has been this series of strikes we are witnessing and suffering 
from by their emidoyees who want to share these enormous profits with 
the Goveruraent. Tlie second result is that not l)eing able to absorb all the 
increase, they want to extend their jurisdiction by trespassing into 
what is strictly provincial fields. They have established parallel 

departments of Agriculture, Education and Public Health, without any 
protest from the Proviiudal Governments. But they are going ahead 
inrtlier and further and the provincial administration do not seem to 
mind, for tliey say that here is money from the Centre, so why should 

we refuse it ? But this receiving of money from the Centre is at the 

cost of the ])olitical right of the province. That is why I say, 
Sir, that the Provincial Autonomy established by the 1935 Act, is being 
whittled down by this species of indirect bribing, by the establishment 
of an Agricultural Institute here, a Technical and Technological Institute 
tftiere, or factories to supply the particular need of the provinces, a 

research institute or a number of them, and by financial grants to existing 
educational institutes. The provinces perhaps think — ^Why should we 
raise any question over these matters, so long our own works are being 
made easier by the Central Activities. I say — Don’t allow that, the 
Centre is interfering with provincial rights; they are trenching on fieldfi 
which do not belong to them since 1935, At a time when people are thirsting 
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for sovereignty for their different provinces, such thinpps are pfoing on 
mucli to tile detriment of even the provincial autonomy under the 1935 Act. 
Therefore it is no wonder that our finances are geiting leaner and leaner 
while those of the Centre are getting fatter and falter. The Government 
of India are going ahead with the estahlishment of State Industries; an 
Aircraft Industry in Bangalore, a fertiliser factory at Shindra, the 
extension of the Ordnance factory to build road rollers oi‘ commercial 
machineries. (Mr. Hakidas Majumdar : Otiherwise how will black- 
marketting be possible.) I am not objecting to these activities, but 
what 1 want to say is that they are primarily the field where provinces 
should be operating. In short there must be a change immediately in 
the allocations of the different sources of revenues. ()ur sources should 
be expanded. We ought to get the whole of our income-tax, part of the 
railway income, the excise duty should be entirely ours, as also customs. 
What the Government of India gives in the form of grants or loans is 
our money. We do not want tihem in the shape they give us. But we must 
insist and fight to get what is ours. We will manage our post war 
schemes without the financial or planning assistance from the Central 
Governnumt. This demand should be made on behalf of every one wh(» 
loves the province. There is no question of party politics — it is a 
question of proper opportunity to the people to live a normal life. 
It is a question of the natural rights of the people who have suffered so much 
in the past to get their share of the contribution that they are making to 
the Exchequer. 


Now T take up the Budget itself. I must say tliat expenditure on 
adnuTiistration discloses an extremely top-heavy system. The establislh- 
ment costs in most of the sections are disproportionately high. Look at the 
new item which has come into existence into the Budget, namely, the 
relief and reliabilitation programme. The Budget has provision of 
Us. ‘J90 lakhs for this. The items are very short, they are not many; 
so we will not have to wander about to find out the exact ])osition and 
the figures — in lump sum Us. 230 lakhs for officers and <*stablishment 
and Us. GO lakhs for actual relief. Can you think of a greater wastage? 
This is the result of section 93 regime. A retired civil servant, 
for whom all kinds of odd jobs had to be found, has been placed at the 
head of this department on a salary of Us. 4,000 per mensmn. Thi» 
to])-heavy s\steni has taken away a huge suit) and the entire Budget 
was framed giving the maximum amount of benefit to these liighly ])aid 
officers. Permanent services, we respect them. We ne‘ed them, we 
need a stronger permanent service for carrying on the administration 
of the country in a proper way, but there should be a limit. The Budget 
has not been framed and jirestmted in a businesslike method. 
It is of course a heritage of the past. The Government has takim along 
with many other Governments the task of spending millions on trading 
account on an extensiAT scale. The.se are purely commercial undertakings. 
One such is the cimdiona cultivation. But I do not find anything in 
the Budget presented to us which shows the profiit and loss account. 
We are not told what is the total investment on this undertaking, what 
reserves have been built up, what assets are there now in hand, what 
amount has been obtained by sale of the product — what is the cultivation 
•cost, what is the manufacturing cost and the administration cost and the 
total quantity produced and sold and what i.s the stock position. It 

is presented to us as the Budget of an administrative department for 
which some revenue is incidentally raised. Same is the story in respect 
of the Civil Supplies Department. Its expenditure will run into 200 crores. 
The amount that is earmarked is Rs. 50 crores. Incidentally, I 

may tell the Hon’ble Minister that the loss shown at Rs. 2 crores ig 

entirely misleading. Can he show, can he satisfy us or can he himself 

frankly say and can any one of his department answer honestly that 
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they have satisfied themselves that this 2 crores have been worked out 
with reference to the stock position. They cannot. Because this is 
admin isi ration by permanent officials who are running the whole trading 
organ isa lion not on modern business methods, but on the outmoded 
departmental work. Naturally they cannot show the actual losses 
incurred during a particular year, nor will it be to their interest to show. 
It will be easy to show 2 crores each year, so that in 10 years they 
can show that Es. 20 crores have been lost altogether. If they show 
that in one year there will be serious criticism, i consider such business 
and trading activities should be shown separately. In support of 
this suggestion of mine, I may cite one recommendation which I was 
reading this morning. The Committee appointed by ithe Government 
of India regarding establishment of an aircraft factory in India say that 
the loss, if any, shall not be met from the revenues. The organisa- 
tion shall have to be made autonomous and as an imle])endent body not a 
part of the Department drawing its expenditure from the revenue. 
This is an important recommendation that tlie report has made. Cinchona 
has been a scandal for years. Last year it appears that the total 

expenditure for administration is Es. 20 lakhs and the total income is 
Es. 11 lakl)s, showing a loss of 10 lakhs in one year. I am told that 
the per acre income from cinchona is mucli higher than what is derived 
from tea. It has been said tliat last year the Eussian method was 
employed in the cinchona plantation showing increased production. 
But as godowns were full, prodmdion was reduced while simultaneously 
there wais acute shortage of quinine. We know the difficulties the 
country faced for want of quinine during the whole of 1045. But when 
there was such a (hunand for quinine, cinchona could not be grown on 

■account of tlie fact tliut the godowns were full. We had to depend 

upon synthetic products of doubtful efficacy. There is no indication 

if the d(‘partniental Ministtu’ ha.d realised the \\eaknesses in the (Govern- 
ment’s cinchona policy and programme. 

The (Government of India wanted this pnnince to draw up a post-war 
ficJheme, and therefore the Secretariat hurriedly drew up something. Now 
this ])r(‘s<‘nt Ministry came a(‘ross this ])lan drawn up by Secretariat officials 
during 11)45 and that is the document on the basis of which the Budget has 
been drawn uj) pi’oposing an expenditure of 121 ciores on this account. 
Oiu* item of commitment is the -construction or establishment of a fertiliser 
])lant at Sindra. 1 opposed the policy of agreeing to the Government of 
India having their factory for the supj)ly of our needs in this province. I 
held that the cost involved is not so very high, being only 3 crores of rupees, 
and the needs of the province are extremely important and therefore let this 
province have one factory of its own. I do not know whether this Ministry 
has considered this aspect as also the fact that all the parts of the province 
will not get equal advantage from this factory and the quantity won’t be 
eufficient to meet our needs. Now if the fertilizer factory is to be put to the 
best use, it must be so placed that different parts of the province can take 
advantage of these products. But the establishment of the factory at a 
place like Sindra will preclude the Eastern Bengal people from making use 
of the fertilizers at the same cost as tihe Western Bengal people. This is 
one of the schemes. 

We would also like to hear something about this Government’s commit-, 
ment regarding the Damodar Valley Scheme, for I do not know how far this 
Government is committed to the policy that has already been laid down in 
the matter of organisation to be set up by the Centre. What are the 
different rights of the different provinces, what controlling authority will be 
there, and if these Governments have any say in the establishment of the 
organisation that is going to wmrk it out, in the running of the organisation 
that ultimately will administer it and in financing it and as to the extent of 
benefits to be distributed amongst the provinces. 
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Now, Sir, as far as the Muslim Ijea^ue is ooneerned, it has laid down 
its broad piof^ramme and any scheme that is drawn up must fit in with 
this programme. First in that programme is the nationalisation of the 
rent-receiving interests in agricultural lands. 8o far as that aspect is 
concerned, there is no indication beyond a paltry sum of 4 lakhs of 
rupees for revisional survey of the jungles o^- the Sundarbans. That is 
all the indication for ^‘Giving efiect to the recommendations of the 
Eevenue Commission”. But Jbetween the achievement of that objective 
and today tremendous work has to be done. Revisional survey 
under the present Bengal Tenancy Act gives no authority to tlie surveyers 
or the officers to finally decide disputes between tlie different 
interests. This dispute will t>e one of tlie paramount qu<‘sHons that will 
have to be decided as soon as the State starts acquiring the different 
interests. This is a very controversial question and Iheie may be 
hundreds of other controversial questions which will be dt'cided by the 
Legislature and a very complicated, coinjirehensive and far-reaching 
piece of legislation is the first and the most important step tlhat has to be 
taken. Legislative course may not be easy or smooth. Take the case 
of the Secondary Education Bill. A small number of men interested 
in exploiting secondary education for their jirivale interests have 
successfully delayed the reorganisation of secondary education in the 
province though there is hardly a man who does not admit the need of 
legislation on this. Nationalisation of land is bound to raise more 
controversy and involves far greater complexity and detail. They have 
taken no step for the imrjiose of nationalising. To be frank, no real step 
has yet been taken in hand to give effect to this jiart of the 
League progiamme. 

Economic rehabilitation is the next in importance on the Tjcague pro- 
gramme. Tlie past ])olicy of all Governments had been to pander to tbe 
demands of the wealthy and the vocal and organ is<ul sections of the people. 
The result has b(‘en that whatever improvements, whatever contributions the 
State has made, went to increase tin' wealth of small classes and individuals. 
Calcutta and its surroundings is the part of the jirovince whicdi has received 
the attraction of the (government mo.st of all. Sir, I havi* no grudge against 
any particular area. 1 want these areas to be eijually served and benefited 
with the rest of the jirovince and not receive exclusive attention. And in 
this connection I may read with >our permission an observation of an 
authoritative person of the jiosition of the President of the Tennessee 
Valley: “The demand for handing over colonial system abroad is not 
as important as an understanding of what the colonial system is within 

the United States of America itself. The colonies or hinterland 

is substantially the basis from which the south and the west have been 
long and predominantly the raw material source for tlie dominant 
manufacturing regions of fhe north and north-east. That must be ended”. 
Build up Calcutta, improve Calcutta, let (Calcutta pay as little 
as possible, widen the roads of Calcutta and make it a city of jialaces, 
drive the poor away, give jiower to- the Improvement Trusts to remove 
the poor man’s cottage and the poor too out of Cabmtta. But for the rest 
of the province, (he Budget has made as little provision as has been 
their lot in the past. Eastern districts are still the most neglected parts 
of the province, iihough there are the houses of the bulk of the people. 
In the field o'f education also, most of the attention has been concentrated 
upon Calcutta. 


Enormous capital in the past had been invested on improvement of 
West Bengal. Larger schemes have been taken in hand for the same 
area this year. In this Budget we find that most of the big schemes are 
for West Bengal. For the Damodar canal and other irrigation schemes 
the province had spent about 7 crores. Instead of bringing any 
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income from these schemes, every year we have to pay at least 10 lakhs 
to keep these schemes working and this is a positive loss in irrigation. 

(“No”, “No”, from the Treasury Benches.) 

Your figures sIjow tliis position. The Ilon’hle Minister will correct 
me if llie figures are wrong. But this is my reading of the Budget. 
Only '7o per cent, of lands- is irrigated hy these schemes. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Mr. (diowdhury, you have already taken more 
than half an lioui* and T ho])e >ou will finish now. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir, 1 will finish shortly. 
Now, Sir, for To jtcr cvni. of lands, an exj)emliture of Rs. 7 
or 8 crores has been made. At this rate at least the rest of the province 
can claim 1,000 crores to he s])ent upon their im])rovement. Similarly 
on electrification scheme you have taken a scheme of electrification at 
a cost of 7o lakhs and that also for the suhurhs of Calcutta. Instead of 
giving the benefit to a private concern, it should have been a 
national electrical power scheme of the province. What steps are being 
taken for nationalisation of the (’alcutta Electiic Supply Corporation? 
The position is that the Agreement between the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation and (lovernment is that the license will terminate in 1950. 
Government will have to serve the notice in 1947. Immediate steps 
have to be taken to make it possible for giving a pro})er and timely notice 
so that the ox)tion can really he exercised. 

The last Ministry actually drew up a scheme to establish 5 spinning 
mills, all owned by the Government for making handloom really a 
prosperous cottage industry of the province, by ensuring to the weavers 
cheaj) >arn. What has become of that scheme? 20 lakhs of people 
depend on this cottage industry. For want of yarn this <*oitage industry 
is practically dying out. 40 per cent, of the Japanese cloth is produced 
“by such co-o])eration between the factory and the cottage. That 
scheme has been abandoned by tJhe 9d-Government. Instead, permission 
to import machinery was given to big industrialists like Birlas, for 
starting textile mills in and around Calcutta. The present Government 
have given no ijidication about their policy in this and other matters of 
industrial rehabilitation. 

About Education also, there is no indication of the Government’s 
policy. The .Government have nothing to say as to what steps they are 
going to take to reorganise secondary education. There is no scheme about 
the reorganisation of university education. These are essential steps for 
intellectual rehabilitation of the province. 

Then 1 take up the (piestion of jute. Bengal grows 5 crores maunds 
of jute. The jute has an extraordinary disadvantage in this that it is one 
of the few raw materials on which export duty has been imposed since 
the first woT-ld Mar. This tax produces Rs. 800-400 lakhs in some 
yeais, but nothing goes to the improvement of the lot of the jute 
groM^ers. This House imposed, I thi,nk, in 1941-42, another tax of which 
about 45 lakhs are to be paid hy the jute grovers and another Rs. 13 
lakhs for the improvement of the city of Calcutta. Most of the prosperity 
of the province de])ends on this jute, because it gives us the buying 
pOM'er from foreign country. We produce veiy fcM- exportable articles 
to get foreign exchange, M'hile the jute trade, jute presses and jute^ 
mills are making 40 to 50 per rent, profits on their capital, the growlers 
of M'hat is knoM'ii as the golden fibre are passing their days in abject 
poverty and ignorance. Removal of price control muII not alone solve 
their trouble, though this has to be the immediate step. What we 
must have is a sale organisation of jute of this province. Whenever we 
plead for the raising of jute price the interested persons talk of 
substitutes for jute by M^ay of threat. But I submit that there is no 
such substitute that can compete with jute even if the price is pushed to 
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Rupees 40 per maund. It there liad been any such, it would have been 
invented long ago. In i)re-war days jute was selling at Hs. dU a maund in 
1920; no substitute displaced jute then; but today our Government has 
fixed the price at Rs. IT and Its. 20. There cannot be a worse case of 
systematic exploitation of the masses. 

The Senate of America has refused to keep control on agricultural 
products. But control here it to continue. Two million people died of 
starvation in 1048 and 1944, because they could not buy rice at the high 
pri(‘e ruling then and most of ihese ])eople were jute cultivators. 

In conclusion, 1 must emj)hasise that enormous effort i^ necessary to put 
the people on their foot in all fields. I ho])e the Ministers are conscious of 
the great responsibility that they have undertaken. On them rests the 
responsibility to fulfil the obligations that the League has undertaken unto 
the people of the province. Tne> have not to carry on the old sdministra- 
tion; on the other hand the machine, the ideas and the approach to the 
administrative poli(;y shall have to be made from an entirely new point of 
view, in which the main stress is service of the people. It would be dis- 
gracing our own name, our owji reputation as a party, it we cannot contribute 
substantially to the improvement of the lot of the ordinary man, physically 
and intellectually, free the administration from corruption and substitute 
in its place confidence, not only in tihe publit* services, but free the politicians 
from suspicion and prejudice. The Department of Civil Supplies and 
the (Communications and Works Department have a special duty to clear 
up their reputation. The least that the Government could do to stamp 
out (‘orniptiou in any shape and form is to institute a thorough enquiry 
into the administration of these t\vo departments. Our j)ermanent officials 
except that of (’f)mmunications and Works had a very high 
reputation in days gone by. Let us do everything to restore back the 
old confidence: Politics are responsible to concentrate all the fires on 
parliamentarianism forgetting the drawbacks and abuses of the ])ermanent 
services in corrupting the administration and it is necessary that we should 
look to that side also. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, war and famine 
combined to furnish necessary excuses to the League Ministry to cover 
up many of their acts of omission and commission and for exi)lanation 
to the unwary public for the man\ ills wdiich they sutfei' under. War 
ended a year ago. The ministry deiiit^s there is famine since the middle of 
1944 and, holds out a rosy picture for the futiir<‘. Sir, the war notwith- 
standing,’ and in spite of w()rld shortage ot food since last three years, 
all the provinces in India produced surplus budgets. Particularly 
noticeable is the fact that Assam wdiich was in front of the war zone as 
much as we were, presented surplus budget to hei* Legislature. But, 
Sir, like the prodigal son, unabashed, the Hon’ble the Finam^e Minister 
presents his Budget with a negative balance of 9^ crores of rupees on the 
Revenue Account. 

In 1937, we started with a clean slate, the Government of India having 
wiped off Bengal’s debt of 8 crores to the Centre. 

Between 1937 and 1941, our ordinary revenue receipts varied between 
12 and 14 crores of rupees, the expenditure balancing the receipts anyhow 
but showing a tendency to deficit. Then followed years with progressive 
increase in receipts, expenditure outpacing them enormously. 

Between 1942 and the current year, our ordinary revenue receipts 
showed a meteoric rise. In fact, the ordinary revenue receipts of 32 
crores in the current year is almost double of wffiat we got in 1942-43. 

Compared with that of 1945-46, although our revenue receipts fell 
by 5 crores, our expenditure for the current year is higher by 2i crores 
over that of last year for causes which are really deplorable. 
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Sir, with lightheartedness, expenditure is undertaken without the 
least care for the poor and the down-trodden. A prudent and self- 
assertive Finance Minister would have resisted and foiled the demands 
of the unfeeling, unsympathetic bureaucrats to have 400 jeep cars and a 
number of speedy light planes for their joy rides in the Province and 
thus saved 25 lakhs. For, after all, what you call touring facilities for 
important officials is nothing but joy-rides and visitations to the poverty- 
stricken people of Bengal reduced to hone and skin. Sir, he should not 
have agreed to put a charge of 25 lakhs on the Provincial Budget for 
providing mechanised transport for increasing the mobility of the police 
force and for wireless sets in Calcutta and outlying districts. Like 
Mr. Guillotine who invented guillotine, he will realise what tihat mobility 
means if tlie Moslem League would take to direct action. The Congress 
is accustomed to oppression and sufferings. It will pursue and continue 
to pursue, come what may, her march to tiie goal of Independence. 

As an all-India question, the Government of India should contribute 
the whole cost for all additional expenditure on schemes under the head 
‘Tolice”. To be a party by contribution to such expenditure in our 
present budgetary position on a branch of the Administration which is 
notoriously hostile to the aspirations of the people and at the same time 
inefficient and which gave evidence of callousiiess in shooting down in 
offensive unarmed students in the public streets of Calcutta and other 
people in other places — argues a state of mentality which is subservient 
to British Imperialism. In this connection, Sir, I cannot but refer to 
a recent act of barbarism on the part of the police. The incident took 
place in front of the Calcutta All-India Radio Station on July 29 last. 
We all know how complete w^as the hartal that day in Calcutta in which 
all co-operated except that bully of a man and a Bengalee to our shame, 
in charge of that station which was boycotted by its artistes that day. 
A number of girl students belonging to the Bengal Provincial Students 
Federation was posted as pickets at that station. At the instance of 
that bully, Sergeants were called in to deal with these girls when 
Indian (X)n8tahles refused to lift their hands against the picketers who were 
acting very peacefully. The result was that a jeep oontaining European 
Sergeants was driven straight on to the girls, 7 of whom were badly hurt 
and all of whom received injuries. Sir, we cannot express in words our 
indignation at the ineideni. AVe d^unand, Sir, that all posts of Sergeants 
be Indianised and thos<« eonca'imed in this ugl\ affair l)e forthright duly 
punished. 

Sir, until better da>s, the extra provision of Rs. 75 lakhs under head 
“Civil AVorks” including 2 lakhs for air-conditioning of the Secretariat 
buildings in Calcutta should not have been made on the principle that 
we must cut our coat according to our cloth. Sir, the responsibility 
for the 2i crore increase in expenditure over last year is fixed on Govern- 
ment’s own incompetence on GovernmenCs failure in commercial sphere. 
Government sa> that a loss of a crore ami a half, in boat construction 
is now inevitable. Sir, greed and corrupt i(»n so worked hand in hand 
that the boats never done to specification could not find markets. An 
honest Government should institute an enquiry without delay as to these 
commercial dealings and fix responsibility and punish tihe wrong-doers. Is 
it too much to expect the Moslem League Government to do so? 

Sir, the main charge against the Government is that it is top-heavy 
and corrupt. Provision for staff' and contingencies in the Department 
of Civil Supplies including Rationing and Enforcement amounts to 6 
crores. This department is so corrupt from top to bottom that all wish 
It w’ere extinct and Bengal finance relieved of the heavy burden of its 
maintenance and the money thus saved devoted to carrying out well- 
planned schemes of nation building. But, Sir, it has made itself 
indispensable. So it must continue. It is regarding this department 
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that li^. Gladding of the European Group and an impartial observer 
80 justify observed “the main field in which our doubts arise is Govern-- 
ment’s commercial operations in foodgrains, sugar, salt and cloth and 
in the establishment side of these operations regarding which there is 
not much detailed information in the Eed-Booh as we should have liked 
to see”. Sir, the figure for loss adjustable in the current jear is 2 
crores under foodgrains. S^r, we hud before us the spectacle of 
procurement of rice and paddy without storage facilities and we know 
that for want of proper storage facilities, rice and paddy worth lakhs 
and lakhs of rupees perished. Even where there was storage, we had 
the spectacle of rice and wheat and flour thrown into rivers and by-paths 
as decomposed and unht for human consumption, no timel> action 
being taken to release them to save Jiuman lives or bring down the high 
prices of foodstuff's which were producing an unl>earable situation in 
the country. What wonder, then, that such criminal inetticiency 
should have resulted in loss of human lives and crores of rupees. A 
watchful and a prudent Government could make 2 ])ice out of sale, as 
in other provinces, of subsidized food, procuring foodgrains in easy 
markets. An honest Government would have run down with an iron 
hand all black-marketeers, profiteers ami hoarders who found theif 
paradise in Bengal. Sir, we demand that an enquiry commitee be 
appointed to enquire into and report on the working of the Civil Supplies 
Department, to suggest, among otiher things, retrenchment wherever 
possible, and to recommend punishment for those responsible for 
bungling in commercial operations in purchase, sale and distribution 
of foodgrains and for punishment for those guilty of negligence in 
the loss of the foodgrains. This department, Sir, maintained at such 
a high cost cannot even give us a ])iece of cloth at a proper price without 
heaping insults. They chain us to a particular sliop to get wliat by 
cloth rationing is allowed to us that is a few yards of very rough quality 
which you must take or leave as you like. Suppose, you require ten pieces 
of cloth most urgently. You are offered one piece on a “take it or leave 
it” attitude! Sir, nothing can be more disgraceful for a civilised 
Government than to he unable to supply food and cloth in sufficient 
quantities to the people committed to its charge. Judged by this standard, 
the Government of Bengal has miserably failed to discharge its duties. 

Sir, as regards the Development programimq f)ut for the Government 
of India, (he Bengal Government would have been in sea. The total 
provision made is 12 crores 10 lakhs out of whicih 10 crores 45 lakhs fall 
under the Eevonue Account. They hav(‘ been disiribiited on Land 
Eevenue, Irrigation, Agriculture, Industries, Medical, Public Health, 
Education, etc. Sir, there was no Planning Committee, no plan drawn 
up for any of the subjects or as part of All-India Planning, to be executed 
in a given month or years, such as is done in Kussia where planning 
for a fixed })eri()d and executed according to time table has changed the face 
of the country. With us, it is all a case of subsidy from the Government 

of India and a haphazard distribution of the same on dift'erent 

subjects getting provision according to the luck of the Departments in 
charge of the same. The sum provided is again quite insufficient 
for any big plan to produce appreciable results commensurate with the needs 
of the country. I have my suspicions ffhat in the actual working out of 

the programme, the bulk of tlie money will be absorbed by additions of 

ex-service men to the already top-heavy administration and will be a 
fruitful source of corrupt patronage. Much money of the Development 
Programme will go abroad in importation of materials. Of the sum 
allotted to Development projects, not more than 3 to 7 per cent, has 
gone to the nation building subjects, .such as, Agriculture, Education, 
Public Health, Medical, Industry, whereas as much as 36 per cent. 
goes to Communications and Works which are carried out and executed by 
and the Public. Works Department, which is commonly known as the Public- 
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Waste Department. With these general remarks, Sir, . I will now 
proceed to touch on briefly the dih^erent heads of the Development pro- 
gramme. First in order is the Land Revenue. Sir, the‘ Land Revenue 
Commission recommended that steps should be taken to bring about an early 
end of the Permanent Settlement so as to bring the actual cultivators 
of the soil in direct relation with the Government. In this there are 
two distinct advantages. You will have 4 crores more income. The 
ryots in return will get the benefit in many fields, e.g.j in the provision 
made for the scientific methods of cultivation, improved health and 
education and their general prosperity. Sir, althougli the Ijeague 
Government liave been in the saddle for years, no genuine attempt was 
made for abolition of the Permanent Settlement. A sum of 4 lakhs has 
been luovided this year under “Land Revenue” for the inception ot 
Revisional ()i)erations in the Sunderbans and altliough revisional settle- 
ment was finished in Faridpur and is about to end in Barisal, no real 
step has yet been taken to liquidate the intermediaries between the 
Government and the peasant. Sir, it will take years, at the rate the 
Government is proceeding, to reap the full advantage of the liquidation 

of the Permanent Settlemenl. It seems to me that for the League, it 

l^ 'lttore an election cry than anything else. 

It seems to me that a modern Government and modern science acting 
together ought to be able to make us independent of rainfall for the 
production of the necessaries of life. Here the Bengal Government have 
no scheme. They have taken recourse to the haphazard task of spending 
30 lakhs for re-excavating derelict irrigation tanks of which we are told 
there are plenty lying scattered throughout the province. I apprehend, 

Sir, that the peojde will not get the full benefit of it. Most 

money will go to the pockets of the supporters of the Muslim League by 
a judicious distribution of patronage. In helping irrigation of extensive 
fields, such works will be of doubtful value. “Mor” irrigation project, 
however, strikes my imagination. If executed expeditiously, it ought 
to bring relief to many in the districts of Birbhum, Murshidabad and 
Burdwan. Similar projects and their Iruition will be welcome in the 
deficit districts of the Eastern Bengal. We tiust Government will not 
remain long unmindful of the interests of the peasantry in Eastern Bengal. 

Sir, coming to agriculture, I observe that (SO laklis out ol 1 crore 
29 lakhs will go for acquisition of lands and construction of buildings. 
Thus the main portion of the provision goes to Haringhata where in 
finding employment for e.?:-service men and in purchase and importation 
of materials from abroad for the Central Live Stock Research cum 
Breeding Station, it will be spent. Benefits to be derived by the people 
are remote and of doubtful utility. Sir, it is to the Agricultural 
Ilepartment that we look for the solution of our bread problem. Sir,^ in 
order to make Bengal self-sufficient in the matter of foodgrains, 
it is incumbent on the Government to bring into cultivation the cultivable 
but yet not cultivated lands of the province. Sir, in reply to my 
question No. 38 of this session, the Government told us that the total 
area of cultivated lands in Bengal is 28,300,000 acres and that of 
cultivable but uncultivated land is 3,159,880 of which G lakhs acres are 
known, and the rest believed to be cultivable. It is regrettable that no 
attempt, whatsoever, has so far been made by the Government to bring 
these into cultivation for production of food : First of all Government’s 
attention should have been given to it and not to Haringhata, Not 
having done so, Government failed to do an obvious duty. The Grow More 
Food Campaign, so far pursued by the Government was inore or less 
in the nature of League Propaganda. The w'ay and the straight way to 
grow more food is the carrying out of a well-drawn plan to bring or 
cause to be brought into cultivation this huge lot of cultivable but 
uncultivated lands and no cost should be considered too much for it. 
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Then, Sir, uptodate scientific methods of cultivation to improve the 
lot of the peasant should be introduced without further loss of time. 
Russia in this respect offers an example. Sir, Russian peasants have 
taken to collective farming and are using up-to-date machines, tractors and 
other implements for cultivation and for rearing and shearing of crops. 
While making the state richer, the Russian peasants have become more 
healthy, wealthy and wise. Sir, the Russian peasants have been made to 
feel that they belong to the ^ate and the State belongs to them with the 
result that, in defence of their own country, the Russian peasants rose to a, 
man, defeated and disgraced the greatest military machine — the German 
Army. Act as Russia has done in relation to the Russian peasants. 
Make the Bengal peasants realize their true position in tihe “Body Politic’’. 

A similar result will follow. But 1 forget : It is a communal Govern- 
ment here. Nothing in the world would please the reactionaries more than 
to make the Muslims feel that the Hindus and the Muslims are two 
different nations, though the truth is that 90 per cent, of the Muslims are 
converts from Hinduism. Sir, the sooner this cankc]- in ])oliiios which 
reacts so tragically on our economics is removed, the l)etter it would be for 
all concerned. 

Then as regards industries, the total provision in respect of projects 
of industrial development amounts to a crore of rupees. It should be 
the aim and object of the Bengal Government to make each and every 
village in Bengal hum with industries. With tliis aim in view, the 
Government should have a plan to carry it out in a given number of years. 
But we miss such a plan in the Budget. One scheme, however, is commend- 
able, viz., the scheme for electrification of the semi-rural area of 2,200 
square miles within the triangle formed by Gouripur, Burdwan and 
Krishnagar. Similar projects should have been provided for Northern 
and Eastern Bengal. The Bengal Government, instead of agreeing to 
subscribe Rs. 75 lakhs towards tlhe capital costs for a large scale factory at 
• Sundri for the production of artificial fertilizer for whicb the Govern- 
ment of India should alone bear the full costs should liavo devoted it for 
or otherwise made provision for electrification of larg(‘, areas in North 
and East Bengal. In fact, if the Bengal Government know their own 
business, they should move to nationalize all the key industries, such as, 
coal, the public utility services, eleetricity, etc. Sir, electricity 
is the one energy which is so essential for a rapid growth of industries in 
Bengal. Sir, our Industries Department needs overhauling. As it is, 
it is a scheming department. It cannot be trusted to carry out any plan 
beneficial to the people. We have seen how it lias bungled in the boat 
construction. Then last year, before f^-administration came into 
operation, Mr. K. Shahabuddin, the tihen Minister-in-charge, gave out 
that his department (had drawn up plans for the establishment of two 
spinning mills — one in West Bengal and another for Kast Bengal — and 
promis^ that the works would soon be undertaken so as to plant the 
machineries. Sir, our Jogis and Tbulas — the weavers of Bengal — were 
and are suffering for dearth of yarn. We were crying for more and more 
production of cloth. These were two schemes which if carried oul; would 
have gone a long way to meet the needs of the people. Sir, 
will it be believed that on the assumption of office, the present MinistT.v 
on the advice of the Bureaucrats dropped those schemes? That advice 
. was most certainly given in the interests of foreign trade. 

Sir, I now turn to the Medical for whose facilities a provision of V, 
crores has been made. Sir, in addition to the scourge of malaria, 
smallpox and cholera, the scourge of tuberculosis is making rapid 
progress in Bengal. Over 3 lakhs of people are believed to be now in 
its grip. Not a single district is free from it. Besides a sanatorium at , 
Amulia and a hospital at Kanchrapara for the Ireatment of tuberculosis 
patients, Government should multiply such establishment so that in a 
few years every district may have one. The existing privately started 
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Tuberculosis Hospital at Jadavpur, wiidh is doing yeoman’s service to 
the people, should have generous contributions from the Government. 
We know that out of 330 beds Government maintains 80, but this is 
surely not enough. We hope and trust Government will make very 
liberal recurring and non-recurring grants for its upkeep and improve- 
ment. Sir, we do not know why the Medical College at the Lake area 
should be temporary. Not only should the Lake area college be made 
permanent, but we urge that the two private medical schools in Calcutta 
be taken over by the Government and converted into colleges. We requiie 
more and more doctors every day for the incidence of sickness in Bengal 
is unprecedented in the annals of the civilized world. All the hospitals in 
Bengal should without delay be provincialised and attempts should be 
made to see that every Union in Bengal has a liospital to minister to th(* 
needs of the sick and the dying. 

Sir, lastly I take up '^Education'’ for wliose development a sum of 
Hs. 75 lakhs has been provided. 20 lakhs go out of it for Lands and 
Buildings. Sir, little or no attention is being paid to adult education. 
Bombay has a scheme for it. They intend to conscript young graduates 
coming out of the colleges to do the work say for a year or two and then 
another new set taking their places. It is a good idea and this should be 
followed in Bengal for ])ur])oses of a«lu]| education. 

The primary school teachers arc in a vei’y bad way. AA^e will not 
wonder if in the fever of strikes now coing on, they also cate h the 
contagion. Then the riglit will }>e on tlieir side. A veiv meag’re 
provision of 20 lakhs ha^ been made to im[nr>V(‘ the lot of the ])rimar> 
teachers in Bengal, who number one lakh iwenty tliousand. A cron* 
sihould have been provided. A similar amount .should be provided for the 
establishment and carrying out of sm'entific research works in the 
Universities of Calcutta and Dacca. Oui* scientifii' discoveries must kee]) 
ipace with those done in America and England, It is ridiculous that a* 
modern Government sfiould remain (d>Iivious of such a necessity. In 
this work the Provincial Gov(‘rnnjenl should approach the Government 
of India with a definite plan and that Government should very libeially 
help the Provincial Government, as after all, s(‘ientific discoveries and 
inventions when they conn* will IxMudit tlu' whole of India. 

Sir, while dealing with this subject of education, I desiie to emphasise 
that communalism in education should be jiut at rest. Sir, on the novel 
pretext of reserving the profits for expenditure on primary education, Gov- 
ernment is attempting to monopolise the publication of text-books for 
primary schools in spite of the opposition tJhe representatives of the Cal- 
cutta University and tho.se of the All-Beiigal Primary Teachers Association. 
It has given rise to genuine apprehension in the minds of the public 
that the monopoly right for jniblication of text-books, if given to the 
League Government, w'ill lead to a serious deterioration of the language, 
literature and culture of Bengal and would infect young minds with 
the virus of communalism. I think the Ministry can with profit consult 
the European group whether in a matter like this they should 
proceed to acquire the monopoly if Congress would stand against it. 
This suggestion is due to the fact that of late the Ministry was advised 
by the European group not to proceed with the Secondary Education 
Bill without previous understanding with the Congress Party and the 
Ministry accepted that advice. 

Sir, the action of the Government in reserving seats for medical 
eduation of the Muslim students in the Calcutta and Dacca collegCvS 
while keeping some more in its own hands to be fille<l up according to its 
own choice is one more instance of the angle of vision of tlie present 
Ministry towards education. "VVe are not opposed to, but on the contrary 
we are anxious that the Moslem students should get as much educational 
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facilities as possible. Eor this, the Government has in their own hands 
a sufficient number of seats reserved. If, beyond this, there is further 
reservation, it must be made obligatory that the Muslim students should 
have equal, if not better, qualifications than' the non-Moslem students, 
.struggling for admission. Otlierwise mere favouritism will lead to 
disastrous consequences such as turning out bad doctors w^ho instead of 
being healers will be killers of the sick. 8ii-. we understand that 30 
third division Muslim students got admission into the Medical College 
at Calcutta this year wdiile brilliant non-Muslim students failed to get 
in. Then, Sir, in the appointment of the Director of Public instruction 
also, a Muhammadan was selected w'hile the claims of better and senior 
non-Muslim officers w^ere ignored. In these key positions, communalism 
is a curse. 

Miss ETHEL ROBERTSON: Mr. President, Sir, it is obvious that all 
of us a]e keenly interested in the welfari‘ of the province. We have 
heard many interesting facts and suggestions about industry, agriculture, 
education and public health. In (he matter of public health I think all 
of us can speak and act in unit>. Public health is a matter which 
concerns each and every one of us individually. However much a man 
in his clean and comfortable surroundings may think that he is safe 
from infection and danger. In* should remember that his food, his milk, 
his w’ashing, in tact all the little details of his life are attended to by 
people in poorer suiroundings. There is no on(‘ anyw’]iert‘ in this vast 
land who can afford to think only of his own health. It is a great 
jdeasure, theretoi’c, to heai' that Bengal will have three tuberculosis 
liospitals. But three tuberculosis hospitals canned possibly cater for 

the large number of T. B. patients in the province. 1 know it will ])ut 

a very heavy strain on the Budget; but may J suggest that in the districts 
/and in towjis, we should have health visitors. In Pangoon nurses, trained 
as health visitors, are in detimte charge ot (‘erlain aieas. They visit 

the homes of the people and He(‘ in (he [)nhlie liealtli of the urea. If the 

health visitor finds a case oi T. 11. or an\ other illness, she advises the 

patient about treatment and rejiorts the matter to the public health 
organisation, wffiich in turn se(‘s that adequate stejis are taken to check 
the disease. If your servant or dhoh/ is infected with T. B., you will 
most probably get the infection from them. Since we are taking special 
.steps for the treatment of T.B., let us also take special steps for fighting 
other infectious diseases. There must he sufficient number of nurses 
to help the doctors. A doctoi can only jirescribe, hut he has not got 
sufficient time to see that every one takes his advice. Nursing is an 

arduous and very useful profession which is not mucii patronised by all. 
Let us consider w’hether it is possible to offer our girls better condition. 
Kemember that nurses have fo work with great risk. They have 
constantly to deal with infectious cases. I quite agree that nursing is 
a noble pi’ofession and is performed with the highest of motives. But 
nurses are also human beings and have to live. When they leave their 

homes for work it is just fair and reasonable that they should have good 

conditions for their training and good prospects after they finish their 
training. It is very sad to think that she who has spent her life serving 
.others has nothing to fall back upon when she grows old and retires from 
service. There is no provision for pension or gratuity for her. In your 
own interests and mine let us work to improve the public health of the 
♦province and the prospects of the nurses. 

Di*. KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
made his reply to the other House and it becomes easier for us to say a 
iew words. He has told us that this Budget was really framed under 
section 93 regime and the Cabinet had no time to scrutinise every item 
of the Budget. Therefore, whatever the shortcomings and the good 
popiIS} the responsibility for the good points as well as the bad ones cannot 
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be placed entirely on ibe shoulders of the Finance Minister. He has, 
however, told us that they have during the short period scrutimsed some 
and made some changes here and there. In vie\^^-of this and in view of 
ids appeal for co-operation of all the parties, particularly in this critical 
period of the liistory of India and the appeal fol* co-operation and help 
which he has made in the concluding part of his budget speech, I would 
venture to make certain observations. In doing so I would limit my 
remarks to the public health problems of the province. Various other 
aspects of the Budget have been criticised by other members and I shall 
not waste your time in referring to them again. Although I am 
not a careful student of the Budget, I have been watching the Bengal 
Budget for a considerable period and I can say that this is the first 
time when out of a sum of 42 crores nearly 28 crores have been set appt 
for nation-building departments including 18 crores for famine relief 
work of the province. Those who have experience of the previous 
Budgets will bear with me out that previously lion’s sihare used to be taken 
by the Police Budget. Therefore, this year’s Budget is certainly a change 
in the right direction. I agree with some of the speakers when they say 
that althougli some provision has been made for the amelioration of the 
('conditions of the people, yet the provision is not enough. It is quite 
right to say thai, if you want to eradicate all the evils which confront us, 
evils whi(‘h we have inherited and which have accumulated for the last 200 
years, you cannot achieve everything in a day; it will take at least 30 
years and that too only if you put all your shoulders to the wheel. You 
would then be able to sihow some definite achievement in the way of 
impr(.)ving the lot of ihe poor people of the country. 

Now, 1 should ]nake a few suggestions regarding the different items 
of the Budget. My first remark would be about the “Mor” project in 
the irrigation scheme. Some of my friends have criticised it from different 
angles. To me it seeins that this project is expected to yield a very huge 
quantity of foodcrops, but at the same time in the absence of details one 
is not competent to say whether adequate; j)rovision has been made for it or 
whether the scheme has been thoroughly examined from every angle. The 
experience of Sukkur Barrage and Mettur Dam in other parts of India has 
not been at all very happy in every resped. It has unfortunately increased 
Ibe prevalence of malaria in an epidemic form there. Therefore, unless and 
until adeqiiale provision has been made in this scheme to prevent an out- 
l)reak of malaria in the areas where tihis scheme is to be operated, it ma> 
not be all to the good. I like to l)e assured by the Hon’ble the Einam^e 
Minister that he has thoroughly examined the scheme and has made 
adequate provision to prevent malaria in the localities. 

I also find that the Government are ^ing to provide Rs. 58 lakhs for a 
(tattle breeding centre at Haringhata. This is a welcome move and it is 
likely to solve the milk problem in Calcutta and its neighbourhood to 
some extent. But what about the rest of the province? The most 
important point is the prevention of infectious diseases among the cattle 
which is responsible for a considerable number of cattle deaths. When 
the Prevention of Diseases of Animals Act was introduced in this House 
there were many members who raised doubts as to whether this Bill 
would be another of those inoperative bills of which we have numerous 
instances. Some of us thought that the bill would be inoperative, because 
although it provided fines for non-notification of infectious diseases 
of cattle, it did not provide the personnel that would be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of the bill. Everything was left on the shoulders of 
.the Subdivisional Officers, who have plenty of other things to do. It 
was provided in the Act that nothing would be done without Subdivisional 
Officer’s permission. He had not enough veterinary staff provided in the 
subdivision. Now, you know that this province has only one veterinary 
/«r\1lArMv ■nrVkinlVt oati/^d mif -iO Averv vear of which several studAnts 
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are reserved for other provinces. If that is iiie case, how are you going to 
satisfy the veterinary needs ot tlie province, the personnel that would be 
required to carry out the preventive inoculation to prevent the 

epidemics among the cattle in tlie whole cf' Dengal, 1 do not see. I 
agree that the HaringJiata schenie is a good measure, hut it should be 
followed up with increased facilities for the training ot veterinary staff. 
1 should have been very happy to see the province provided with at least 
') veterinary colleges, one for ever\ Division, because, after all, 

agriculture is the mainstay ot the provin(‘e. Unless you can improve 
agriculture, the province will go down and the prosj)erit> ot the people 
will never improve. Therefore, in the fir.st line ot attack against poyerlN 
and to improve the condition ot the agriculturists, the first stej) would 
jhave been the inauguration ot as many veterinary colleges as iiossihle to 
provide the necessary statf required tor the purposi*. That is the ohseiNa- 
tion I should like to make in this connection. 

Now 1 do not want to make any observations with regard to 
“Industries” as there are others more competent to speak on these 
matters. 

With regard to the quinine policy, I Jiave said many things on inun.y 
other occasions in the past and I do not waul to tire this Douse and *1 
think that the quinine policy of the Government has been a great mistake. 
The whole quinine policy was decided by a ring, the Kina 
Bureau. They controlled the qiiiniii'e jiolky ot the world. They fixed 
up the price and although the Government factories in India jiruduced 
quinine at a price of something like lls. 9 per Ih., thi' price was fixed 
by this ring at Ks. 18 a pound and tlie poor people had to purchase the 
quinine at practically double the production prici*, 1 mean the price oi 
the quinine produced in Bengal and elsewhere. This jnovision of 8 lakhs 
for quinine, I do not think, will help very much. About a million ul 
people, probably more, die of malaria in the wlioh^ of India. 1 do not 
remember the figure for Bengal. We want very extensive quinine 
plantations so that the entire quantity of quinine lequired for llengal 
could be supplied by these factories. 

With regard to Emergency Beds, 1 have never felt \cry happy. 
They were very necessary at the lime ot famine ndief operations, because 
in a short space of time om* could not do any thing <mi a 
permanent basis or on a satisfactory basis, hut surely the time lias now 
come when instead of trying to leave them on a (|uasi-permaneut basis 
attempts should be made to have them on a jiennunent basis. Even if 
the number has to be reduced it is better to have wtdl eipiipped hosjiitals, 
better staffed and supplied with better medicines than to have too many 
undesirable and ill-equipped hospitals where jieojile are reluctant to 
get admitted. I am glad to find that the Government is now going to 

convert the Campbell and the Dacca Medical Schools into colh'ges. 

Now this has a very long story. The entire medical profession in 
India had been carrying on an agitation for the last 10 or 15 years to 
abolish all the schools and to raise the standard of the scdiools to 
colleges. One of the reasons advanced against this was that the products 
of the college will not go to the villages and therefore there 

was need for a cheaper type of doctors for the villages. Well, J never 

heard of such an argument; as it the village life was so very negligible 
that you wanted to give them a .cheaper type of doctors and as though 
the town life was more valuable and therefore you wanted to give a lietter 
type of doctors for the town people. .After necessary agitation on behalf 
of the Indian Medical Association, other provinces have raised most of their 
schools into coBeges. This stumbling block was in Bengal also and after 
a lot of agitation and deputation Government appointed a committee. As 
to the question of raising the schools to the college standard in Bengal, 
there were nine such schools — a committee was appointed to enquire and to 
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submit schemes. They recommeiuled that all medical schools exwpt the 
one at Mymensingh s*hould be converted into colleges and I believe Govern- 
ment have a(Hrei)ted that recommendation of the committee and have 
made a beginning by converting the.^ Dacca and the ’'Campbell Medical 
Schools into medical colleges and 1 am told that the other recommenda- 
tions (rf the committee, namely, the conversion of the Jnlpaiguri, 
Chittagong and Burdwan Medical Schools into colleges will aoon be 
taken up. 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister will see that no further delay is 
made to convert the other schools into colleges. While I congratulate 
the Hon’ble Minister for this, 1 would however ask — what about the 
uoi^-pfH(;ial medical schools:' There are three such schools of which 
two are in Calcutta. They have been practically doing Government’s 
work. It is they which have supplied doctors, of whom there was a 
greiit dearth for the army and for village work. 1 hope they have not 
been left in the lurch and I wnnt to request the Hon’ble Minister that 
he will very soon take up this question and will see that these schools 
are helped financially and in other ways, so that they can also be raised 
to the status of a college. I find that a sum of 19 lakhs is going to be# 
spent on a temporary medical college. 1 am told that this is 
temporary, because the Government of India is going to help the college 
for a number of years, although J do not know for how many 
years. 1 do not know the details of the scheme, but I may tell 
the Government that if Ibey are really going to spend as much as 19 
dakhs on this temporary college, why not utilise this sum for a permanent 
college*:' Jf the Government want, J can help them with a scheme and can 
^show that t his 19 lakhs could be utilised in establishing a permanent medical 
'college by subsidizing a non-official medical school, like the one at Gorachand 
lloa'd (National Medical fristitute), and thus with this amount it will be 
jmssible to provide (Calcutta with another permanent medical college 
with file same amount of money. 

1 would like to say one word about the infectious diseases hospital 
which too has a long history. There was a great controversy going on on 
(lie question of an Intectious Diseases Hospital in Calcutta for tJhe last 25 
years. AVhen 1 was the Chairman of the Health Cannmittee of the 
Calcutta Corporation, the question was raised several times and the 
question ibal was debated was as to 'what proportion of the cost of such a 
hos])ilal would be borne by the Calcutta Corporation and what jiroportion 
liy the Government. One is glad that at long last this great city in the 
blast is going to have at least one infectious diseases hospital, 
though for myself 1 should have wished that there w^t such a hospital 
in every district town, for after all cholera and small-pox are not the 
monopoly of (hilcutta. They are just as prevalent in the villages as in 
the towns. 1 would therefore like the Hon’ble Minister to make a 
beginning in the near future, at least in one or two districts to build 
well equipjied intectious diseases hospitals. Then with regard to 
small-pox. It is a preventible disease and in practically every other 
country this disease has been combated. There is no reason why small- 
l)ox should not be altogether eradicated from the province. All 
that is wanted is a system of compulsory vaocination and re-vaccination — 
compulsory re-vaccination every 5 years. For doing so it is necessary 
to have a vaccination survey while issuing the ration card. The people 
who issue ration cards could easily find out as to how many of each 
family are unprotected and they could' then report to the Public Health 
Department regarding the personnel and number of unprotected persons 
from vaccination and the department could send vaccinators to vaccinate 
them and thereby secure that the entire population is vaccinated. 
The ration system is not only enforced in Calcutta, but it is enforced in 
all the important cities of Bengal. I earnestly request the Hon’ble 
Minister to see if some progress could be made towards compulsory 
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vaccination. I think it would be necessary to introduce an Act to make 
re-vaccination compulsory every five years : that is the way of every 
country of the world for eradicatiiif? this scourge apd there is no reason 
why it should not be done here. 

The previous speaker has very kihdly referred to the T. B. hospitals — 
subject in which I am very much interested and for wihich I may say I have 
practically devoted all mv energy for nearly 30 years. I aim now 
glad t# find that there is at least one person liere who is taking 
some interest in this matter (Mr. GEOR(iK Moroan : Tliere is another.) 
I am sorry I was absent at that time. T am glam tliat Government have 
at last started another hospital. Tlmre are certain non-official institu- 
tions as well as Government institutions. Whenever Government start*^ an 
institution, if they do not take into consideration the salaries which are given 
by other institutions in fixing tlie salaries of (iheir staff, it works in a vicious 
circle. These non-official institutions which are doing Government ’s work at 
a lesser cost cannot keep their staff satisfied. The result is i hat. either they 
^have to close their institutions or give increased snlaiy in (‘onfoiauity with 
the salaries paid in iGovernnient institutions with fhe lesulf that they 
cannot run the institutions with their limited funds. Theiefore, T wiuihl 
ask the Government to fix a general standard scale of salaries 
which may be applicable to all hospitals and if necessary subsidise 
those private hospitals whose funds do not ]>ermit them fo pay iheir ^aff 
to the extent which is considered justified, taking the prostuit abnormal 
economic circumstances of the (*ountry into consideiation. T hope the 
Hon’blc Minister would ado])i some kind of ])olicy Avhich will he followed 
uniformly not only in Government hospitals but also in all the non- 
Government hospitals. 

Then, Sir, tliere is another matter. When so much nioncv is provided 
why should not Government ])av a litth* (*onveyanc(* aJloAvanc(' to their 
honorary visiting staff. After all, this honorary visiting staff do just the 
same kind of work as the paid staff. 

I am told that I have only one minute more, .so 1 would lastly refer 
to the question of nursing staff which has been referr(*d to by my friend 
opposite. With regard to the nursing question, I am afraid T ;un rather 
disappointed to find that there is no tangible s(dieme. Tliei’e ought to be 
one nurse to a population of 300 and at that ra.tf‘ Bengal 
^vould require at least 2 lakhs nurses. But we have in Bengal only 7,000 
nurses. You will not be able to give effect to any schemes of your 
hospital expansion or ])ublic health schemes on the Bhore Committee’s 
recommendations unless you can increase the numbc]’ f)f doctors and 
nurses, and as my friend opimsite has said, nurses are probably more 
important than doctors, T yield to her and place the nurses as more 
important than doctors, because doctors have to leave their ])atients to 
the mercy of the nurses. We have a Nursing Council 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr, Roy, how long will you take to finish your 
speech ? 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: A couple of minutes. Now, Sir, wo 
have a Nursing Council for the last 7 or 8 years. But we have been very 
mudh disappointed with the activities of this Council . Since the establish- 
ment of this Council we have not found any appreciable increase in the 
number of trained nurses. Instead of being helpful my impression is that 
they put unnecessary impediments to institution which wanted to train 
nurses. We wanted to train a large number of nur.ses more with a view 
to increase their number than their (juality. Quality .should be .stress(‘d 
after 10 years. What is wanted now is quantity first and quality after- 
wards. But the' Council wanted a higher standard of efficiency and the 
result was t)hat there were few nurses. 

With these few words, T conclude my remarks on the Budg(‘t. 
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Mr. PBE8IDEHT: Order, order. The House sianas adjourned till 
i-15 j).iu. tomorrow. 

' Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-15 p.in. on Tuesday, the 6th August, 

Members absent. 

Tlie following inenihers were absent from the meeting held on the 3rd 
August, 1946: — 

(1) Mr. Yusuf Ali Cliowdhury, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(3) Sir Muliammad Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur, 

(4) Mt\ ilumayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(5) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan, 

(6) Mr. Sy(‘d Abdul Majid, 

(7) Mr. F. C. d. Steuart, and 

(8) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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^ BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1946— No. 9. 


The Council met in the Legislative Cliamher of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 6th August, 1946, at 1-15 p.in., Ibeing 
the ninth day of the First Session of 1946, pursuant to section 62(-L^)(^i) of 
the Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Piiasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.), was 
in the Chair. 

Public Accounts Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, 
the other day 1 gave an assurance to the House that by this date I will make 
an announcement of the Government’s decision regarding the claims of the 
members of this House in the matter of representation in the ‘Public 
Accounts Committee. We had two alternatives before us. One was the 
constitution of a separate Public Accounts Committee for the Upper House. 
The other was to give representation to the members of this House in a 
Joint (Committee of Public Accounts. Sir, we liave come to the decision 
that it would be preferable to have a Joint Committee of Public Accounts 
and therefore we aie agieeable to give two seats to the members of this 
House in a Joint (/ommittee. I have consulted the Leaders of some Parties 
of the liOW’er House and they have no objection to giving this representalion 
to tlie Pjipej' House biii, as this is a question whereby the privileges of the 
njem})ers of (lie Lower House are affected, 1 am not in a position to say what 
attitude would be taken by tlie Leader of the O|)position in the Lower 
House. 1 Ijad some talk with him yesterday but, as I was busy piloting the 
Howrah Imjirovemeiit Bill, 1 have not been able to ascertain what decision 
the Leader of the 0})position has come to. He has not come to any final 
decision but subject to his agreement I (;an say that the Government have 
no objection to giving two seats to the members of the Up])er House on the 
Public A(‘Couuts (k)mmittee. But how this is to be implemented is a matter 
whicli will have to be decided ultimately by the Hon’ble the President of 
this House and the Hon’ble the Speaker of the Lower House. We propose 
to have a conference— — 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. What 
is the existing strength of the Publh; Accounts Committee? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I think the existing 
strength is 9 and we propose to add two members to the Committee and 
these two members will be from the Upper House. As promised I have 
communicated the Government’s decision and this is of course subject to tlie 
condition that the Leader of the Opposition in the Lower House does not 
object to it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When does the Hon’ble Minister expect 
to hear finally from the Leader of the Opposition? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I propose to get in 
.touch with him today. I had contacted him yesterday but our .talks were 
inconclusive. I will contact him again today. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: As regards the number of seats I think 
that will be subject to the consent of this House? 

19 
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The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have given onr deci- 
sion from the Government point of view. We have decided to give two 
* seats to this House on ^he Joint Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. XALIT CHANDRA DAS: Does the Hon’ble Minister tell us that 
he will let us know the views of the Leader of the Opposition of the other 
House tomorrow ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED All: Yes. 


Committee of Privileges. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. There is one other short item, and it 
is regarding the Committee of Privileges. Seven valid nominations have 
been received for the seven vacancies in the Committee of Privileges. I, 
accordingly, declare under standing order I9{2)(iv) of the Standing Orders 
the following members as duly elected to the Committee of Privileges for 
the current financial year : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(d) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(G) Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, and 

, (7) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. HA RIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, the Budget seems to be the 
prodigal’s Budget 

, Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry to interrupt you. But I should 
mention one fact. We have got two hours only at our disposal — will you 

kindly take your seat, Mr. Majumdar? but there are several speakers: 

I have got ilic names hei'e of more than nine members who are anxious to 
speak. So 1 propose to allot ten minutes to each member; that will take 
one hour, and I must give 

Thi Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Excuse me. Sir. If 
you give ten minutes to each of the nine members wlio are anxious to speak, 
then that will take one and a half hours and not one hour only. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I propose to ask only six of the honourable members, 
to speak. So that will take one hour, and I must give the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister the balance of one hour to reply to the debate. And if there is 
any time left after his reply, then that time may be utilised in accommodat- 
ing the mepibers who are desirous of speaking but w^ho could not speak. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: What is the time limit, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ten minutes. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I hope some exception should be made 
in my case, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please take your seat, Mr. Koy? Mr. 
Majumdar^ 
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Mr. HARIpAS MAJUMDAR: As I was saying, Sir, the Budget seems 
to be the prodigal s Budget. Revenue and expenditure for eight years from 
19'38-39 to 1946-47 are as follows: — 


Year. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 


Lakhs. 

liakhs. 

1938-39 

... 12,76 

12,76 

1939-40 

... 14,31 

13,71 

1940-41 

... 13,54 

11,45 

1941-42 

... 14,94 

15,50 

1942-43 

... 16,46 

16.79 

1943-44 

... 21,34 

32,53 

1944-45 

... 35,65 

d7,00 

1945-46 

... 44,82 

39,05 

1946-47 

... 42,50 

52,20 


If we deduct from the revenue figure of 1946-47 two sunis^ rii., 
Rs. 10j46 lakliH being contributions ana miscellaneous adjustments between 
the Central and Provincial Goveinments and Rs. 6,97 lakhs being taxes on 
income other than Corporation tax the balance of Rs. 25,07 lakhs may be 
safely taken as taxes collected from the poor and lower middle class who 
constitute 95 per ccvi. of tin* population of the province. I ask, Sir, in 
all^ seriousness if heavy taxation of this type — double of the revenue of 
1938-39 — is the right way of rehabilitating a famine-ridden province. 
Warren Hastings wrote that in the year following Ihe laniine of 1770 
revenue collection was highest for 4 years. A Ministry consisting of ^ven 
angles cannot in the nature of things do any good by bleeding the people 
white and then trying to resuscitate them with the blood drawn out. 

M ith the League Ministry in Bengal consisting of ordinary mortals 
isusci'ptible to tht' teni])tations of the flesih, this pro(*ess must be positively 
disastrous. The best course in a maladministered province would have been 
to tax llie least, inaintain a ininimiiin administrative maidiinery and leave 
the work of rehabilitation to the peojile theniselvc^s. Cm* measure which 
might have easily enriched the people to the extent of not less than Rs. 40 
cror(\s, nearly the same amount as our present re\(‘nue, was to ensure to 
the growers a price of raw jute in keeping with the ruling price of }i(‘ssian. 
Harvesting of jute has already commenced and those who know the Bengalee 
peasant as my humbb' self does know, know that he has no holding power. 

As soon as jute is cut and washed it is sold. If the Ministry will continue 

its present delaying tactics for another month, juti* will ])ass mostly out of 
the grower’s hands and any steps taken afterwards will be of no help to the 
cultivators. Peculiarly enough the price of rice has risen highest in jute 
districts of East flengal. Ninety per cent, of jute growers ar(* Mosbims. 

Ninety per cent, of jute mills here are under British managemtmt. Nearly 

40 per cent, of India’s Moslem population live in Bengal. 11 anybody 
were actuated by Machiavelian motive of perpetuating Moslem poverty, he 
could not do better than allow jute to be sold cheap. The successive lyeague 
Ministries in Bengal have done exactly that. It was an English states- 
man, Lord Palmerston, who said that even Gods had no power over figures. 
The last Nazimuddin-Suhrawardy Ministry agreed to the fixation by the 
Government of India of prices of raw jute jni middle, Galcutta delivery at 
Rs. 17 maximum and Rs. 15 minimum while the price of hessian was fixed 
at Rs. 28 for 100 yards. The Bengal Government press-note on thia subject 
published in Calcutta newspapers on the 8th February, 1.944, clearly indi- 
cates that the then Ministry and the Government of India were in peifect 
agreement. The intercvst of Moslem neasants involved in the matter were 
Po vast that any League Ministn^ claiming to protect Moslem rights might 
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have resigned on this issue if its decision were disregarded. If it cared to 
inquire it would know that 35 seers of jute are required to produce 100 yards 
of hessian priced at Rs. 28. The cultivators can never sell above the 
minimum price. Very often they have to sell below it and the memoran- 
dum of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce complaining against jute 
‘selling below the fixed minimum is still fresh in public memory. Now the 
price of 35 seers at Its. 15 per mauiul is Us. 13-2-0. Thus a commodity worth 
Rs. J3-2 goes into the mill and comes out to be sold at Rs. 28 and in the 
black-market sometimes at Rs. 31. The milling 'cost and reasonable profit 
for 100 yards of hessian are below Rs. 3 and Rs. 5. respectively. Thus on 
every Rs. 28 the mills make a profit of nearly between Rs. 10 to Rs. 12. 
Before the S(‘cond Jute Imquiry Committee the representative of the Indian 
Jute Mills Association wuis adamant against giving this cost of production. 
If a small committee of eminent economists like Professor Benoy »8arkar atid 
Professor Hadha Kamal Mukherjee be appointed to find this cost I am sure 
it will arrive at the same conclusion. There is enough (‘ommon ground. 
Idle excess ])rofits tax and the dividends paid by the jute mills are so 
enormous that these alone might make the jute districts overfiow with milk 
and honey. Jute is the ])ivot round which Calcutia’s business moves. A 
sim])le cahuilation on the basis of the aforesaid figures and the annual pro- 
duciion of jute will ])ut the drain from the countrvside to Clive Street at 
not less than Rs. 40 crores. The Moslem League Ministries for the game 
of the s])oils of. office valued at Rs. 5,00,800 are barteiing awav the economic 
interests -of their countrymen and (*o-religionists to the ttiue of Rs. 40 crores. 
A parallel inslance of letting down one’s own people for small personal gain 
is hard to find in the modern wmrld. The Ministry should secure Rs. 25 
as the minimum price of jute in (hilcutta or abcdish all jute ])ric,e control. 
If they cannot achieve either they should forthwith resign. Hindu legisla- 
tors for the last 15 years have been continuously fighting for a fair price of 
jute and lamentably enough they have had to fight against Moshun M.Ij.A.’s 
as Dr. Sen 'Gni)ta recently wrote in the Stafrsmun If Hindu uid Moshun 
legislators unite on this all important subject of jute on flu* abolition of 
jute zemindaries, who cun deprive the cultivators of their hard-earned dues 
in a famine year? Is there any other issue in Bengal involving the colossal 
amount of Rs. 40 crores? Tn 1925-26 jute actually sold at Rs. 25 per 
maund. 5Vhy should not the same price be obtained now? 

Much is being made of the abstmce of aTtv ])rovision in (lie Budget for 
the ac(]U'sition of zemindaries. Though T do not hold brief for zt'uiindars 
T may say that amateurism is the order of the da> and those who talk 
glibly for the abolition of landlordism never care to study fac'ts. Will the 
lot of the ultimate tenant tilling the soil improve by jot or little if there be 
no jirivate landlords or zemindars? Absolutely not. He will be rather 
worse off. He will have to pay the same rent now including the landlord’s 
portion of the education cess, etc. Only in place of a few intermediaries 
getting a share the State will take the entire sum. How does it benefit the 
ultimate tenant? At present he pays rent for one year only when that for 
three years acc'umulates. Thus the rent for two years may be treated as 
agricultural loan without any interest or wuth a low rate of interest. In 
view of the fact zemindars do not receive more than Rs. 12 crores per annum 
the amount of money thus lying with the tenantry at all time is not less 
than Rs. 26 crores. Is this not a formidable figure to be seriously considered 
by all students of rural economics? The Floud Commission notes that the 
Government started only 6 land mortgage banks in the province with a 
total advance of above Rs. 7 lakhs. Such is the achievement of our 
Government and still the wiseacres and the so-called friends of the tenants 
want ti> make over all zemindary rights to it. If their wish be fulfilled, 
Bengal will be at least a vast hh^sm/ihal area and if any referendum be 
taken of Jehas wahul tenants, it will be found that they are to a man willing 
to be under the zemindars. In Jehas Tnahal if there be default in paymeut 
of one year’s rent, the certificate procedure "which is a terror to the peasantry 
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is adopted and, rent is realised by the khas agents without mercy. 

The zemindar filing a suit w'lhen 3 years’ dues remain unpaid has still to 
suffer from laws delay. Thoughtless legislation in the past has produced 
disastrous effect in Bengal. Considering that the majority of inahujaus 
were Hindus, the League Ministries passed the Bengal Money-lenders’ Act 
and the Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act rriidering any loan advanced 
to an agriculturist practically irrecoverable. As if to act "as an eyeopeiier 
to the communal and shortsighted legislators the Bengal taminc of 194*3 
came and small owners had to sell their land and swell the ranks oi landless 
labourers. Had there been no such laws, these pco])le would still be tilling 
their own soil though under a mortgage. The number ot i)erM>us ^\ho thus 
became landless during the famine period is not less than 1 crore as assisted 
in a Frishak Proja conference. Bui who did the mischiel A\’aN ii not 
those Calcutta men who pose as friends ol the and thos(‘ coniinnnalists 

whose only formula is the annihilation ot Hindu economic inlen'.sts. U is 
lamentable that the dumb millions sank in ignorance being unable to dis- 
criminate between their real friends and toes. The reniedv tor this .state 
of things is mass education. Western democracy and vast illiim-acy go ill 
together. The only practical way to 6i>read primary education is to reduc(‘ 
expenditure on secondary education, s])ecially higher education and spend 
the money on chea]) village pathsahis where one pitruina/ia.^dn can teacdi 200 
pu])ils. To gain the maximum result at minimum exjx'nse and in the 
shortest possible space of time this is the way and there is no other. Any 
grandiose scheme will founder on the rock of finance. Teachers should 
receive adequate pay to maintain their families. Unless education 8i)reads 
quickly, communalism will increase by leaj)S and bounds. 

As regards development projects estimated to cost above Ks. 12 crores, 
I should like to ask, Sir, where is the machinery of administration to (*arry 
out this huge expenditure honestly? The boat scandal, the decomposition 
of large quantities of foodstuff, inability to maintain the price of rice at 
the high controlled rate within 3 months of the liarvest though the shortage 
is calculated not to exceed six weeks’ consumi)tion as in th(‘ fain me year, 
all point to the corrupt and inefficient administrative machinery we have g(»t 
in tlie ])rovince. If 12 erores be spent, 10 crores are wasted or misappro]iriat(Ml 
or both. Besides, the price of all materials is still very high. As such the 
time is inopportune for undertaking ambitious projects now. A year hence 
double work can be done with the same amount. If liowever the Ministry is 
determined to undertake the large expenditure I would suggest, Sir, the a[)- 
pointment of two standing Committees of botli Houses with bP p(T cent, mem- 
bers from the Opposition with two experts on each subject. One committee 
should be the Planning and Checking Committee to examine all cenlracts 
before they are placed. Sir, T sounded a note of warning in this House on 
the boat construction question in time and insisted that the reputed firm 
of boat and ship-builders, Messrs. Bird & Co., be persuaded to take up the 
contracts. If my humble advic(‘ were acted uj) to the loss of H crf,)rcs could 
have been avoided. Another Committee named the Investigating Committee 
should scrutinise all contracts after their’ performance but before payment 
has been made and see if these have been, (‘arried out in the right way with 
proper materials. These two Standing Committees must be a permanent 
feature of the administration. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. Pi 'eHid(!nt, Sir. I cougra- 
tulafe Mr. Mohammed Ali on his renouncing the title of Khan Bahadur 
and for the statement he made in aiiotljer jilace that he is nut an ofiicer 
under the Crown. Well, I am not concerned with the consfifutional im])li- 
cations of such a statement but I do admire the spirit of that statement 
which I am sure is a healthy sign of the TiCague attilude in ])oli1ic.s. But, 
Sir, I am afraid I cannot congratulate him on his performan<‘(* in the 
Budget. Sir, I have got to condense a lot in 10 minutes and shall therefore 
try to be as brief as possible. 
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Sir, the firat impression after reading the Budget would be that it is 
a bureaucratic Budget heavily and carefully camouflaged. I was almost 
inclined to believe tliat^our Mr. Mohammed Ali had no hand in the prepara- 
tion of this Budget. It may be and let me hope it is so, that he had simply 
to put his signature but to shoulder the responsibility of such a Budget. 
Sir, one does understand that there is bound to be deflcit as there is deficit 
in almost every other ]jrovince. I do not quarrel with him on that account 
but I do quarrel with him when I find that out of the 42 crores of rupees 
which he is sjiending he is on paper, allocating 15 crores on Nation Build- 
ing Departments. But, Sir, if we strictly scrutinise the various items and 
sub-iiems of expenditure under this heading and leave expenditure on the 
Civil Works items, w'(‘ find that actually only about 5 to 6 crores of 
rupees out of a revenue of 42 crores are prof)osed to be spent on the Nation 
Building Departments. I have got the figures to prove my contention but 
I have not the time to give you those figures. That is why I said at the veiy 
begnnning that I am unable to congratulate the Government there. 

Sir, in a popular government and in Bengal, in particular, the very first 
thing immediaiely afl/er assuming office one must see is that not one single 
Bengali dies in Bengal for want of food or commits suicide for want of 
cloth. That would be his sacred and solemn duty. Coming to the food 
question which I think is uppermost in everybody’s mind today specially 
with the uiilhinkable and heartrending scenes of the famine of 1943 the 
(lovenimenl should do every thing in its power to avert the catastrophe of 
J943. I am sure that our Mr. Mohammed Ali was in the Ministry though 
not as a member of the Cabinet in 1943 and has seen with his own eyes 
how tens of thousands of our Hindu and Muhammadan brothers and sisters 
died in tlu' str(‘eis of Calcaitta, while the Cabinet Members, with friends 

and adniirers were driving their cars to the Secretariat. Let all of us com- 

bine, sink all our jxditical difi'erences, make it an all-party question, 
and see that these things do not ri'cur again. Only the other 

day in answer to a question froiti this side of the House 

as “]‘('gards tlu‘ quantity of land cultivable but not’ cultivated”, 
you will remember, Sir, the answer that was given was really a painful 
one. 1 am not used to using very strong language, but I may say that it 
was criminal a])athy on the part of the members of the Treasury Benches, 
to make any answer of that description, namely, that we have no knowledge 
whatsoever about it, but the answer was based on information but which 
was “believed to be true”. It is like equivocal affidavits. Hiis sort of 
affidavit is common in law courts, when the man affirming it knows 
nrecious little about the case and when his information is not based on 
knowledge. Sir, where is the collection of the data necessary for stopping 
this chronic malady of food shortage, what are they doing? We all know 
that there has been p good deal of agitalion going on in the pT-ess about Ihe 
collection of data. I would not repeat all that here but may I just briefly 
put them again before the Hon’ible Minister and request him if he would 
kindly consider whether it would be worth his while to follow up the 
suggestion. But all the same we feel it our duty to express our opinion 
whether they accept it or not. About the collection of data, I would request 
the Hon’ble Minister to have an immediate survey of all vacant plots, 
district by district, and subdivision by subdivision giving sufficient details 
of the plan which may be necessary for the purpose of identification and 
showing the area of each plot, the nature of crops suitable for such area,' 
etc., the name of the owner, whether it is a private firm, or Government or 
municipality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutt, your time is up. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: But, Rir, I have only started 
developing one of my points 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You have reached your time-limit but I allow you 
three minutes more. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Thank you, Sir. 1 shall be very 
brief and try to finish within the three minutes. Now, if the Heii’ble ^Minister 
would accept this suggestion and get a survey from his officers and if they 
tell the owners that they have got to utilise their particular plots in the 
way that may be suggested by Government, having regard to the nature of 
the crops which may usefully and profitably be cultivated, for example, 
paddy or tobacco, jute or fruit, within a particular period — and that if they 
fail to use such plot the Government will step in and do the cultivation. 
Get this done and get more food. Your food control order, if I may say so, 
is again a big blufl. Don’t we know, Sir, that when an Indian Deputy 
Collector protested against the removal of food from the divstrict of 
Chittagong, he was told bluiitl^^ that the foodgrains were wanted for the 
mules of the Army, and that the lives of mules of the Army are much more 
valuable than the lives of Indian civilian masses. That is the sort of food- 
grain control order you have got. All this was for the army. Then 
again, your food procurement policy and the ])olicv of distribution are all 
tainted wdth dishonesty, corruption, nepotism. Scrap the dirt — or the 
department will scrap you. 

Sir, I would of course congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on his launch- 
ing one Bill, namely, the Howrah Improvement Tiust Bill and for this I 
am grateful to him. Let us hope that this Bill will be carried not only 
through the other House but this House also as soon as ])ossible. I hope 
also that similar Bills and measures for the improvement of the suburbs be 
brought iij) and passed for the construction of bridges linking up Calcutta 
witli its suburbs by every possible means — by means of light railways (say, 
up to a distance of lb or 20 miles), by tubes, by electric- trams, or by any 
other means which you may think proper and make a greater Calcutta, 
thereby you will be able to alleviate the present congestion and tihe present 
shortage of house accomodation in Calcutta. Your Rent Bill is no good — 
it can only control ]'ents but not give more accommodation. Do away with 
the system of linking food cloth ration vshops. Start delinking and help 
people to gei wliai they like. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, are you pre[)ared to make an excep- 
tion in my case regarding the time-limit because 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Better not try to bargain from the very beginning 
but utilise your time. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I want to be assured. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry, I (cannot assure you. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: However, Sir, under protest I accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Roy. If you want to begin 
under protest I would ask you to resume your seat. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: May I know by what rules and procedure 
your eyes are caught? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you speak or waste the time of the House? If 
you waste the time of the House in this way then I take it that you do not 
want to speak. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Are you going to make an exception 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, I cannot. 
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Mfi AMULYAOHONE ROY: Then I accept it under protest. Sir, I 
take my stand here to voice the feeling of 6 crores of Indians, numerically 
the third biggest political party in India and deserves the hrst and the 
foremost consideration on account of their condition in which they are 
placed. I am the solitary figure in this Chamber and I say that our case is 
not less important than the case of any other group. I, therefore, most 
humbly and most politely appeal to you to bear this in mind. 

Sir, I want to take up the most important subject — the subject which 
has threatened the political extinction of a great community in India, and 
that is the statement of the British Cabinet Mission. The proposal of the 
British Cabinet Delegation is a total betrayal of the Scheduled Castes who 
have been oppressed and tyrannized by the so-called caste Hindus for 
thousands of years. They have been relegated to the position of slaves in 
the name of Hindu religion. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, is he in order? 

, Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think he is. I am trying to follow him. 

Mr. AMU LY AD HONE ROY: Sir, may I submit that in the General 
Discussion of the Budget we can move from earth to heaven and from 
heaven to hell. I submit I am within that boundary. 

Now, Sir, the three representatives of the Cabinet Mission for the sake 
of a new ally deliberately broke the solemn pledges given to the untouchables 
by His Majesty’s Government during the last 25 years. To placate and 
befriend the Congress the Mission did not even hesitate 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Roy, I am afraid, you cannot 
speak on this issue here. We are discussing the Budget. You must lemem- 
ber that. You may discuss any subject connected with Ihe Bengal 
Government. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I know, Rir, General Dis. ‘ussion of the 
Budget covers everything from the constable in the street to His Majesty 
the King. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am afraid that is a very erroneous in1erj*retaiion 
of the rules. 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: I do not know, Sir, why this is so much 
unpleasant to you. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Besides, this is not relevanf. 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: As I have alreadv i-ubmitted in the 
General Discussion we can move from earth to heaven and from heaven to 
hell. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, will you please resume your seat? I am 
sure you are anxious to speak on the Bengal Budget but you can si)eak only 
on those subjects with which the Provincial (toveinment are conc^erned. 
The Cabinet Mission’s statement or the Cabinet Missioji’s scheme has nothing 
to do with the Bengal Ministry and the Bengal Budget. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: General discussion of the Budget means 
everything. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It does not. You can come to my room and I will 
explain the rule to you. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I require no explanation from anybody. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will not allow you to speak on this subject. You 
will have to resume your seat. 
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Mfi AMULYADHONE ROY: Occupying a privileged position you are 
asking a member of this House who is representing the voice and sentiments 
of six crores of Indians to resume his seat. I do not know why ^ ou should 
deal with me in this manner. I tell you, Sir, in most clear terms that I 
am not a man to be cowed down by anybody but I have much respect for 
the Chair. We have placed you on a higher level and I hope you will 
also 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please take my friendly advice and go on 
with your spee(*h? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; If interruptions eonu* from the honour- 
able members on the other side and if interruplions come at every ste]) from 
you, Sir, being the custodian of the rights of this House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please go on 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I want to kiiow^ whetlier I can discuss 
the speeclies, the false statements made in the House of Commons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Y ou cannot. That is a subject you cannot discuss 
on this occasion. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: He can do so pro- 
vided it lias a liearing on the Budget and is relevant. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Have 1 said anything up till now vdiich 
is irrelevant? Has any member of tliis House stood up and said that it was 
irrelevant? Has any member objected up till now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I also have my duty to see that you speak relevantly. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Wlien I myself humbly pointed out to 
you that in General Discussion of the Budget I can cover subjects from 
earth to heaven and from heaven to liell you did not raise your voice but 
when you heard that I was going to dis(‘uss the pr()])()sals of th(‘ (hibinet 
Mission, you then, Sir, called me to resume my seat. You should know, 
Sir, that 1 am speaking on behalf of the community whose fiMdings are very 
very tense and you should also realize that this is the only subject which I 
shall deal w'itli today because 1 want to expose the Congress. 

Then, Sir, as I am interrujited at every step I do not know how to sub- 
mit my case before this House and before you. I Avas telling you that to 
placate and befriend the Congress the Mission did not hesitate to sacrifice 
the untouchables at the altar of the Caste Hindus. Tliey have proposed to 
hand over the depressed classes bound hand and foot to the mercy of the 
Caste Hindus. The Mission have brought the fair name of the British 
Nation into disgrace by treating the past and recent pledges of the British 
Government as mere waste pajier. 

Sir, let me now deal with the pronouncement of Sir Stafford Cripps 
made in the House of Commons and of Lord Pethick Lawrence in the House 
of Lords. Every word, every sentence used by them against the depressed 
classes require contradiction. Most of their observations are not really 
based on reality. I wish it to be most clearly understood by the Cabinet 
Mission that Dr. Ambedkar is the saviour of the untouchables, and is the 
only leader of the untouchables. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Eoy, you must realise that your observations 
have got to be replied to by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. I understand 
that your time is already up. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Will you kindly give me some time more? 
Besides, I am not responsible tor this loss of my time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; All right. I give you five minutes more, but you 
must come back to the Budget. 
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Mr. AMULYADHOHE ROY: Thank you, Sir. I am really grateful 
to you. As I was saying, Sir, Dr. Ambedkar is tbe saviour of the untouch- 
ables and he is the only leader of the untouchables, and the All-India 
Scheduled Castes Federation is the only organisation to represent the 
genuine opinion of the Scheduled Castes of India. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, Mr. Roy, how will the Finance Minister 
reply to your remarks? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I am not expecting any reply to my 
questions. I seriously ask where is the other claimant? What is the name 
of the so-called Congress affiliated organisation? Will Sir Stafford Cripps 
and Lord Petliick Lawrence be graciously pleased to name it? Is it the so- 
called Scheduled Caste League secretly born in a private room, kept in the 
lock-up of the Congress office and itiade out to advanc^e the cause of the 
caste Hindus? (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Question!) It is a misnomer, 
it is a fraud practised upon the (cabinet Mission by the Congress through 
the Quislings of the Sciheduled Castes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. The honour- 
able member is discussing the statements of Lord Pethick Lawrence and of 
Sir Stahord Crip])s, whereas he should discuss the statement of the h'liianc.e 
Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. I) as, as you have seen, I have time and again 
asked him to be relevant, but I have given him some latitude because he is 
the only representative of the Schedule Castes in this House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am sorry that this is not quite corri'ct. 
There is another meinlxu’ from the Scheduhnl Castes heie. The (h)ngr(‘ss has 
beaten tin* Ambedkarites and a majority of Scheduled Castes members has 
come here thi’ough the (kmgress ticket. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hoy, I am afraid you are irrelevant. I repeat 
my friendly advice to you ; if you do not accept it, I shall have to stop you 
from proceeding further. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, it has been said that there are other 
repres(‘ntativ{*s of the Scheduled (Pastes in this House. I do not want to say 
anything about the honourable member who is present here, but I tell you, 
Sir, tliat I know how to deal with the dummies and dumb people jncked 
up by the Congress to achieve its owui object. As I was saying, Sir, I 
repeat it now that it is false, false, and false, the declaration of Sir Stafford 
Cripps that the Congress-affiliated organisation is spread widely all v)V(‘r the 
country. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Roy, will you please resume your 
seat? As the honourable member has not accepted my advice I cannot 
allow him to go on. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With your permission, Sir, T wish to make a few 
remarks on the Budget which has been so ably i)resented to this House by 
Bengal’s youngest Finance Minister. Though he had only Dnee Toonths' 
time to ‘fran'ie this Budget of 52 crores, it shows some sparkling 
flashes here and there of a new mind yearning to do some substantial good 
to his countrymen. We have been discussing tlie Budget from year to year 
and though provincial autonomy has been ushered in Bengal since the 
year 19d7 yet in my humble opinion Bengal has faileti to benetit by it at 
all. That old bureaucratic rule that used to prevail in Bengal before that 
date exists still. The young Finance Minister will do immense good if he 
can pull out his Budget estimates from the hackneyed groove. Under the 
present circumstances BengaPs Budget is bound to be deficit. ^ Bengal 
with its largest population, with largest density of population, with its ever- 
growing needs, requires today larger resources, but resources have been 
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cruelly and unjustly crippled by Meston Award and Niemeyar Award. 
Bengal has been crying for full share of jute duty and larger percentage of 
tax on income but as yet Bengal has been allocated onlj^ (52} ]-er c< nt. of 
jute duty and 20 per cent, of divisible pool of income. Our popular 
Government should make stronger representation for a full share of jute 
duty and a larger percentage of income-tax for Bengal from the Centre. 
Frankly speaking, rightly or wrongly, I am one of those who sincerely 
believe that though provincial autonomy was ushered in Bengal with great 
fanfare in 1937 the autonomous administration so long has not shaken itself 
from the bureaucratic mooring, it has not been democratised and redtapism 
etill plays a prominent role in its day-to-day administration. It has not 
adjusted itself fully to the changed circumstances and environments. It 
still does not reflect fully the people’s weal and woe. The hackneyed and 
dull machinery has not changed its course coiisiderahly to popular will. 
Gur young Finance Minister will do historic service to Bengal if he can 
bring about much needed changes in the day-to-day administration of Bengal 
so that it may be made to focus the sentiments, weal and woe, of the masses 
of Bengal so that Bengal can look u})on its own administration with })ridc 
and glory and as a great nerve centre for their welfare and advancement. 

The special feature of this year’s Budget estimates is that it is deficit 
by 10 crores. It provides a sum of Rs. 12 crores 7 lakhs for (levelo])ment 
schemes. It ])rovides large ex])endi(ure under heads Gem'ral Administra- 
tion, Police, Extraordinary Charges and other heads. It also budgets for 
large expenditure under the head Medical, Publi(‘ H(‘altli, AgiKuilture, 
Nation Building Departments. It shows great loss in boat-making’ to the 
extent of Rs. 11, croi’cs, on sale of subsidis(‘d foodstuff' 2 crorc's and increase 
in the expenditTirc' due to dearness allowance Rs. 0.3 lakhs, imu'C'UH’nt in ])ay 
of lower paid servants Rs. 1 crore and ad<liti(mal ex|)(mditure for J’olice 
Rs. 30 lakhs. But for this increase it would have been a surplus Budget. 
The income of this province has increased from 12 crores in 1930-37 to 32 
crores — an in(‘rease of 20 crores or more. Though the Budget is said to 
have been framed with the purpose of raising the standard of living of the 
masses, it is sadly lacking in many respects. Sir, with these preliminary 
observations I now propose to analyse some of the allotments made in this 
Budget. 

General Achninistration : The cost of the general administration has 
grown up from about 134 lakhs in 193(5-3,7 to Rs. 315 lakhs in 194(5-47, an 
increase of 181 lakhs. It appears that in 1940-41 (‘xpimditure on general 
administration of Madras was 280 lakhs, that of Punjab 119 lakhs, U. P. 
142 lakhs, that of Bombay 7(5 lakhs. How these ])rovinces manage with 
smaller sums, is for the Bengal Government to pause and consider. 

Police : Expenditure under the head Pidice has increased from 230 
lakhs in 1940-41 to 345 lakhs in 194(5-47, an increase of 115 lakhs on the 
expenditure of 1940-41. Madras with about 124,000 square miles area with 
a population of 471 lakhs spent Rs. 1(52 lakhs on police in 1910-41, Bombay 
with 77 square miles with a population of about 200 lakhs spent Rs. 151 
lakhs, U. P. with an area of 112 square miles spent 178 lakhs, the Punjab 
with an area of 135,000 square miles 128 lakhs. But these provinces spent 
a larger sum on education in that year. Madras spent Rs. 273 lakhs on 
education. 

Under the head Education, I find a huge sum of Rs. 2 crores, has 
increased since 193G-37. Though some increased expenditure lias been 
shown under head primary education still primary education could not be 
made compulsory in Bengal. Only allotting certain sums here and there 
will not do. The Primary Education Committee sat as long ago as in 1939 
and published its report in 1939 but no attempts were made to give effect to 
its recommendations, no tangible action has yet been taken in regard to this 
matter. I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister that its recommendations should 
be implemented, I mean this scheme of compulsory primary education. I 
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must say one tiling about Moslem education. Moslem education is lagging 
behind inspite of the fact that the portfolio of this Department has been in 
the hand of a Muslim Minister since 1920. No special allotment has been 
made for encouragement of Moslem education. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Nur Ahmed, I understand that 
the reporters are finding difficulty to follow you if you speak from the 
microphone. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I have almost finished. I shall only conclude 
by saying something about malaria. 1 find that Government have provided 
only Es. 3 lakhs for combating malaria. I submit, Sir, that this is not at 
all sufficient. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Azizul Haque. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sir, the reason 
why I wish to participate in the Budget Debate today is to congratulate 
my friend Mr. Mohammed Ali 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. We find 
from the newspapers that Sir Azizul Ha(iue has renounced his title. It it is 
a tact then he should not be addressed as Sir Azizul Haque. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: So tar as 1 am 

concerned, it is a fact. 1 do not know whether it is a fact with others. 

Sir, if I wish to participate in this debate today it is primarily to 
congratulate my friend Mr. Mohammed Ali on his presenting the present 
Budget which in spite of the difficulties under which this Budget lias been 
presented bears signs of a new effort to rehabilitate and reconstiiict the 
economic life of Bengal. In doing so, I join with him in making the 
same appeal to all sections of the representatives in the House and through 
them to the wider j)ublic outside tor helj)ful (‘o-operation. I feel that the 
time has come when we Bengalees must do a little bit of haid thinking 
among ourselves. We have been really in such a difficult position — thanks 
to the financial position which was determined for us for the last 20 years! 
We have hardly oeen able to make any headway. And, Sir, if I am not too 
parochial I may say that often-times I feel how mucli we have gone behind 
in comparison with others in this period. We had no resources for our local 
bodies no financial resourc.es for the ])rovince as a whole. And along with 
ii we have added troubles of our own creation, troubles wdiich we can settle 
among ourselves, in which we can sit together and find out some remedies. 
It is therefore meet and proper that Mr. Mohammed Ali towards the conclu- 
sion of his Budget speech has appealed for the co-operation of all. Sir, 
oftentimes I have felt within myself if we cannot, whatever creed or pai ties we 
may btdong to, bring about a truce for at least 2 years during which all 
parties might agree and w^ork together for a common goal, and to take up 
reconstruction wamks of Bengal. I still hope, w^e shall. But one or two 
speeches that J have heard, lead me to feel otherwise; I have heard that 
every little thing in the Budget is attributed to communal motives, every 
little bit of the history of the past is looked upon from a communal angle. 
I wish that the Hindu and Muslim legislators should co-operate and work 
side by side in matters concerning the welfare of the province as a whole; 
we are all interested in them whatever might be our creed and convictions 
in the matter. 

Sir, I wish only to say this that Mr. M(diamnied Ali will (‘arn the grati- 
tude of the whole of the i)eople of Bengal if he will only do one thing. And 
that is, in front of his room wherever he may sit in the Secretariat he 
may kindly keep a chart to w'atch the progress of the w’orks wdiich are being 
introduced and proposed in this Budget. There are very large works to be 
done in Public Works Department, in Industry, in Agriculture, in Educa- 
tion and in various other Departments. It should be possilde to pick up 
50 or 60 of them, to represent them in a chart at one place ; if he can only 
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do this and find out the progress at the end of a fortnight or at the end of 
a montli and follow his own method which was done with a view to finding 
out some of the defects in some of our public institutions, I am perfectly 
certain Bengal by the end of the next year will be in a much better position. 
I have often noticed that there are many in this province who get money, 
but as soon as they get money they got a spirit of defeatism among them- 
selves, this cannot be done or that this requires expert examination which 
may take a very long time.® I do hope and trust that with his undoubted 
energy and drive he will be able to infuse some enthusiasm amongst those 
who are the head mechanics in the different departments whetlier he is the 
Irrigation Chief Engineer or the Chief Engineer of the l^ublic Works Depart- 
ment or the Director of Public Instruction or the Director of Agriculture 
or the Director of Industries; if he can get a little enthusiasm in them to 
see that the budgetted projects are actually taken up and finished and if 
not finished at least good progress made at the end of the year he would be 
doing a great service to this province. 

Sir, I feel that this is the test of all those who are in charge of the 
administration of the province of Bengal because here money has been 
piovided and all that is necessary is to see that that money is duly spent 
on works for which it is meant. So far as membeis of this lIous(‘, and I 
believe of tlic other House also, are com*erned, I am perfectly certain that 
each and every one of us will be at the disposal of the Finance Member with 
a view to see in every ])ossible way that the numerous measures on public 
works and otlier projects are actually given ehed. to and aetually exetnited. 
1 am also certain if a c{U‘lain amount of rivsponsibility is diwolvcal on 
the members of the liegislature, not any direct n‘sponsil)ility or (‘xc(*ntiv(‘ 
responsibility, but some sort of supervisory res])onsibility is devolved on the 
members of the TiOgislature at least so far as works within their areas are 
concerned, tlien the work will ])robably achieve greater progr(‘ss tluin it did 
in the jiast. Sir, 1 have very bitter experienci* of road making here, and 
you, too, Sir, have knowledge also of the spe(‘d with whiidi woiks are taken 
up. 1 do not want the nerves of my fiituid the Finance Min 1st (‘r to ])e 
undernerved in any way. Whether it is a matter of cement or wind her it 
is a matter of bricks, or of iron and steel, that Nhonld not <tand in tli(‘ way 
because behind the statement that he has imuh^ 1 could discern at jdaci's that 
he anticijiates difficulty in these resja'cts. If 1 find that tlnse difliculties 
are ecjually aj.plicable throughout India, them 1 have no (juarrel with him, 
but if those materials are availabb* to the other provinces, if bri(d<s can b<‘ 
made in (dlier jirovinces, if cement is available in all other pi-ovinces, tlnm 
it must be possible to make them in this jirovince also. If any province 
requires help it is this province. 

In this resjicet may I make a humble suggestion-' T have b<*en away 
from Bengal for some time and oftentimes I liave felt a strain on me when 
I had to hear so many things of Bengal elsewhere. One thing that stands 
out in Bengal in contrast to other provinces is the human sutVerings whi(di 
Bengal had to put up with in the year 194‘{ and onwards u]) to the [)resent 
day even. The extent of the sufferings of Jlengal is not realised even. The 
extent of the sufferings of Bengal is not realised in other ])rovinces. I 
remember. Sir, almost with tears in my eyes that when people w^ere dying 
in the streets of Calcutta we were told that Bengal w-as profiB-ering. 1 also 
remember that a distinguished gentleman, in the forefront of })ulblic. life, 
exactly at a time when thousands were dying due to the ravages of malaria 
also said that Bengalees know well how to advertise themselves. Well, Sir, 
I feel that we have done very little to publicise our sufferings. They have 
been told sometimes but not the entire truth or the story. I do fetd that 
Bengal has a very good case to make to the Central Government and to 
other countries, showing the amount of sufferings that it had undergone in 
the year 1943, 1944, 1945 and even in 1946; whether it is in the shape of 
the money which Government had to spend, in the shape of loss of human 
lives, in the shape of reconstruction of roads or villages, or hospitals and 
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other things the penalty that Bengal has had to pay has teen very heavy 
indeed and I do hope that other provinces should know the extent to which 
Bengal had to suffer as a result of the war — a war which was not Bengal’s 
creation. Unfortunately Bengal stood at the frontier and would have been 
the first victim and over the dead bones of its people other provinces and 
countries would have escaped with their lives. Therefore I think some 

E ublication, some illustrative documents showing what enormous sacrifices 
oth the people of Bengal and its Government had to go through, in the 
shape of human sufferings, etc., should be collated and presented to the 
provinces in India and to the world at large so that they might know the 
true position of Bengal. That would make the task of Bengal easier. 

I will say a few more words only. As my friend has said he is not 
entirely responsible for all the provisions in the Budget and I am prepared to 
exonerate him from this blame. I shall however make one or two sugges- 
fions and that is this: There has been a (■onij)laint lliat we are thinking 
everything in teiins of Calcutta. I cannot understand wljy a second Medi- 
cal College should be located in Calcutta. Let there be as many hospitals 
here as are i)ossible. But certainly for the medical education of the pro- 
vince there need not he iwo institutions in Calcutta when there is dearth 
of such institutions in tlie mofussil. So it is desirable from many points 
of view and ])articularly from the education point of view, some of the 
yistitutions should be located in rural areas. 

Again why is it proposcul to have only one small potato-breeding farm 
for distribution to the whole of the province? It is said that they will dis- 
tribute seeds of the Government farms. Now, Sir, 'Government farms 
produce certain hybrid seeds which are not suitable for use by the poorer 
classes. I should say that the immediate task before the Government 
should be to have many local seed farms and to see whether for the time 
being good seeds from everywhere could be distribubnl lo llie people. 1 do 
not say anything in any spirit of pride or boast; but last year 1 myself 
made some ex])erimeiils in this direction and i made arrangtoii'ents to dislri- 
bute about 27,000 packets of seeds of four or five kinds of vegetables in my 
ow n disi riels. These seeds w'ere largely welcome by Ihe ])eople and wherever 
1 went I found that the people wanted these seeds. If Government 
seeds could be su])plied in full they w'ould be welcome by lh(‘ peo])le, but it 
cannot meet tin; full needs and so other s(‘(‘ds should be distributed. Again 
instead of importing dehydrated potato from Australia if you can distri- 
bute good local potato seeds in rural Bengal you would be doing far b(‘tter 
service to the people. T am therefore nervous about oiu‘ five-acre ])otato- 
breeding station scheme. You cannot cater for the whole province with 
this five-acre. One pilot farm cannot save Bengal and I am yet to see that 
one pilot. 

The second point that I want to raise is wdth r(‘gard to fishery scheme 
of the Government. Government is proposing to have Khulna as one place 
to have a fishery. B\it there are other places wTiere they should also launch 
their fishery scheme, namely Goalundo, Mymensingh, Barisal and other 
places. These are as important as Khulna from fishery point of view. 
Steps should be taken to see that fishery preservation scheme is taken up 
as soon as possible. 

Now, Sir, as I have very little time, I would only touch upon my last 
main point, namely, the question of help to the local bodies. Have Govern- 
ment in contemplation anything to replenish the resources of the local 
boards, district boards and municipalities? Their roads have been 
practically ruined beyond redemption by the war trafidc. It is a well-known 
fact that in most of the municipalities and district boards of the province 
they have been completely ruined. I do emphasise here that if Bengal has 
any claim on the Central contribution that claim should first of all be on 
account of the ruined roads of the province. Under the circumstances I 
hope Government would immediately take steps with a view to co-ordinate 
measures necessary to replace these roads. This is the first claim that 
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should be made to the Government of India and I suppose the Central Gov- 
ernment fund could be utilised for this. But if Central Fund cannot help 
us we should ourselves do something in this direction. Bengal cannot live 
unless local boards, municipalities, union boards and other local bodies are 
alive. I do hope that there should be some sort of planned project with a 
view to improving the condition of these local' bodies. 

Lastly, with regard to the electrification scheme it is all to the good* and 
we welcome it. It would have been much better if Government could 
launch simultaneous electrification schemes in both North Bengal and 
Eastern Bengal. Those who are experts in the subject will agree with me 
that the electrification of North Bengal with a zone of its own and the elec- 
trification of East Bengal with a separate zone of its own could be simul- 
taneously taken up. 

Now, as regards zemindary system, wo want that the i)resent zemindary 
system should be abolished. It is due to this system that most of the 
districts in East Bengal are in precarious financial position. Mr. Tarak 
Nath Mukherjee who is here will be able to bear me out that w hereas Ilooghly 
district has been providing one dispensary for every d0,()00 i)eople some of 
the districts in East Bengal have not a dispensary even for 1,20,001) people. 
The result is that adequate medical relief cannot be given to the people in 
East Bengal; the resources of the local bodies are so small. The reason is 
that the cess income is about d annas or 4 annas in Western Bengal districts 
whereas in the East Bengal it is just about one anna only. And with that 
meagre sum one cannot give relief to the people or improve the district. 
The vested interests must for oik'c transcend beyond their selfish needs with 
a view' to putting an end to this system. 

Then about the massive districts of Bengal. Take for instance the 
district of Mymensingh. If you do not divide the district whi(*h has a 
population of (J millians, then it will be impossible for you to manage the 
whole district. You cannot attend to jmblic health, education, saniiation 
and medical relief and so on and so forth. Sir, I have been studying this 
question and I feel that if this state of affairs continues for a very long time 
then most of the districts in East Bengal will face a very heavy mortality. 
If steps are not taken to rectify this state of things in massive districts 
where there are millions of people it wdll be impossible for any (jiovernment 
to save the situation. However, I am sorry, Sir, that I had to take a little 
more time of the House, 

I will conclude by saying this Ministry should see that in some of the 
Government colleges at least Islamic history is introduced as a sul)jee4 ni 
the I. A. and B.A. examinations. 1 am glad to sav that the present Finance 
Minister introduced this subject in his owm college and that college has 
done already good service. But this subject sliould also be introduced in 
the other Government Colleges including the Islamia College. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen, you wdll get 5 minutes. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I would congratulate the Financ.e 
Minister, but not certainly as my predecessor has done it, but for his frank 
confession that he has been suffering from a terrible shock of a bad legac^y. 
For that frank confession certainly he deserves congratulation. With these 
words, Sir, I like to discuss within the short time at my disposal some of 
the details in the Budget placed before us. The first thing is about the 
scheme which the Central Government has promised to finance and has 
asked this Government to contribute a certain amount in the interim 
proposal. 

Eegarding this interim proposal I find a reference at page J'lo of tlie 
Explanatory Memorandum. The Government of India called for from this 
Government interim schemes for the development and for the post-war 
reconstruction of the country. Wliere are those schemes and proposals, we 
do not know. What is the Govenment of Bengal’s proposal, what is the 
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money that has been allotted, how they are going to epdjad the money, we 
do not know. B.ut we find this, Sir, that 12 and odd crores has been placed 
by the Central Government at the hands of this Provincial Government for 
this purpose. But unfortunately this amount has been proposed to be spent 
not in schemes meant for encountering unemploy^ht and for post-war 
reconstruction of the country but in other 4 i(?count. "They have been allotted 
in small driblets in the revenue account. For the execution of certain pro- 
posals a certain amount has been given. Why this amount should be spent 
in other purpose — we do not know. Sir, the most important question in 
this connection that should have come before the Finance Minister is this, 
how they are going to encounter unemployment and how they are going to 
repair the war damages. But we find practically nothing regarding these 
in this Budget. We want to know how they are tackling these two import- 
ant matters. These are malters which certainly deserve the attention of 
the Finance Minister and I hope that he will take this House into^confidence 
about his intention regarding interim schemes and will bear in mind that 
this is very necessary. 

One other thing to whi(;h I would like to draw his attention is the labour 
question. Sir, regarding the labour (question I do not find that he has taken 
serious note of what is hai)pening in this country. One thing which occurs 
to im‘ and about which I feel anxious is the strikes and lockouts that are 
going on. What are the proposals made by the Goveinment in this con- 
nection:' 11 ow lo deal wilh this problem? Rule 81 A of the Defence of 
India Rules is going to exjiire very soon: Have the Government any pro- 
posal to rejilace that provision? We do not know what proposal has been 
made to incorporate the provisions of Rule 81A. Unless immediately a 
machinery is set up for settling trade disputes between the employer and the 
labourers', matters will take a bad turn. Government should not adopt the 
laissi’zfdire ])rinci])le in this respect. The Government must intervene in 
such disputes and should take immediate action for setting up machineries 
to have thes(' disputes settled. There are other questions which I think by 
an administrative order the Government may solve. We have been asking 
the Government for a long time tor the extension of the jirovisions of the 
Pavment of Wages Act to industrial establishment. By an administrative 
order the Government could have given the benefits of this Act to a vast 
number of the workers. Why they have not y(‘t done, 1 do not know. So 
th is is also one thing which 1 hope the Finance Minister will (‘onsider and 
will pass it on to the different Ministers who are concerned with the 
dift’erent de])artments for necessary action. As my time is uj) with those 
few remarks 1 would rather congratulate again the Finance Minister for the 
frank confession he has made and for the way in which he says he has started 
his work with an oi)en mind and that is the only ho])e for us. 

MrSi LABANYAPROBHA DUTT: Sir, I sympathise w'ith the lot of the 
Finance Minister, but I cannot congratulate him on the presentation of his 
first Budget. It reveals, as he explains, that he had no hand in its framing, 
[le even did not care to consider the suggestions of this House that W’ere 
ventilated in the debate of year before last. He may choose to say that it 
was meant for the ears of the then Finance Minister. But, Sir, w^e address 
Government through you, and the Finance Minister was also a member of 
that Government. I suggested last time for the training of more nurses 
and also for the opening up of a number of scdiools on the lines of the 
Anderson Training School for Lady Health Visitors. I endorse Mr. Biren 
Roy’s suggestions regarding provincialisation of all hospitals in Bengal and 
to improve their conditions and wherever ])Ossible to open up new ones. The 
Finance Minister has himself taken on him the responsibility of Health and 
Local Self-Government administration and it behoves him to look at the 
pace, the snail’s pace, at which the scheme for Maternity and Child Welfare 
18 progressing in this province. Instead of taxing the poor by means of 
indirect taxation in various ways he should wake up, curtail expenditure 
and try to give some relief to the womenfolk in the rural and urban areas 
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in Bengal. It should immediately be made compulsory tor municipal 
boards to establisli Maternity Homes in their respective areas and the 
(iovernment should help by contributing in the shape of instruments, pro- 
curement ot building materials and land, where it is dithcult. The Govern- 
ment should also take upon themselves the resjnmsibility ot starting such 
maternity centres, and child welfare idinics lit every subdivisional head- 
quarters. 1 would like to see that lb ni.m. cinema liims on health <i^d sani- 
tation instead ot political propaganda and advertising ot ministerial 
achievements are exhibited throughout the province with other interesting 
shots and a Health and Local Selt-Goveinment Advisory Board established 
with the representatives ot the all-India Women's (Jonterence, Bengal 
Municipal Association, the Histricl Board Association, tlie main political 
parties and the Government, and this body should meet once every three 
months and their suggestions given ellect to by the Government tor the 
amelioration ot the living conditions ot tht‘ jieople of this Province. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, 
this is tor the second time that 1 li^e to tackle a verv ditticiilt task, namely; 
that of replying to all kinds and manners of crilicism raised against my 
Budget proposals tor the \ear PMG-47. All kinds ot issues have betni laised 
and all kinds ot subjects under the sun have been discussed, and one 
honourable member, as you will remember. Sir, tried to go beyond the sun 
tor he wanted to take us even to heaven and hell. Anyway, Sir, as he 
ascended to things which are without oui comprehension, 1 will not touch 
upon the points raised by him but 1 shall deal only wuth the main issues 
raised by the various sjieakers. Tlum, again, i shall deal only with those 
issues wdiich ai'e ot general imjiortanee as )ou will realist* that 1 have not 
got suiii(*ient time to deal with merely local matters or matters of minor 
importance. At the outset 1 shall make it clear that we assumed othce after 
the commencement ot the financial yt‘ur, and a Budget had a heady been 
prejiared during the section bd regime, and we had to base our projiosals on 
the Budget that was aliead\ there. And within tin* time that was at our 
disposal I think we have been able to make a good deal of modification in 
that Budget and we believe that w’e have been able to ijn])rove tlie juoposals 
to a very considerable extent. I am gi'ateful to memlu'rs who have offeied 
helpful, constructive and j)ractical suggestions. I shall deal with those 
suggestions and issues in the order in which the\ wane maih*. 

First ot all, 1 shall deal with my friend Mr. Biicn Hoy w^ho initiated 
the debate. The main points in his sj)eech were that tin; jludget was the 
usual one and completely unimaginative. J do not think that this (;alls for 
any rei)ly. If on the coutrai'v he had any imagination then I am sure he 
would have seen that the Budget proposals this year varied considerably 
from the “usual” Budget proposals. We have launched upon a very com- 
prehensive nation-building developnn^nt programme, and we have allotted 
over 12 crores tor this jiuipose. But even then Mr. Koy says that this is 
only the usual Budget. Therefore 1 am afraid I cannot launnient on his 
powers of imagination. 

The second point that he raised is that no attem])t has been made to 
reduce expenditure on account of the high salaried officials. Mr. Biren Roy 
realises perhaps that we are wmrking wdthin the four corn(‘rs of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, UJdo. we have oui limitations and he also perhaps 

realises that even it we want to make drastic changes w’e are unable to do 
so. In the Congre.ss provinces where Longii'ss is in powei* no drastic* change 
has been made. Kven in those provinces the augmentation of the police 
force is going on, a subject which tha*^ received a good deal of criticism on 
the floor of this House. 

The next point taken u]) by Mr. Biren Hoy was regarding the public 
health services. Xow, Sir, we have before us the Bhore Committee's 
Report. The report of that Committee has dealt with that subject and 
recommended some scheme for the improvement of the rural public health 
of the province. That scheme is under our consideration and w^e are 
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examining it. With that end in vievy we have introduced two pilot schemes 
to check and ascertain both the curative and preventive aspects so far as the 
public health is concerned, and if we hna that the scheme works well 
we shall be in a better position to introduce this scheme in other parts of 
the province. While speaking on this subject I may inform the honourable 
members that tlie Government of India have called for a conference of Pro- 
vincial Ministers in charge of Public Health. This conference will be held 
towards the end of this month or beginning of the next month. The 
Government of India are anxious to have a uniform policy of rural public 
health throughout the country and we are awaiting the result of that con- 
ference. As soon as we know the position we will be in a better position to 
give effect to the recommendations of the Bhore Committee in this respect. 

I now come to the other item, namely, temporary hospital in the Lake 
area. Mr. Biren Hoy’s contention is that a huge provision has been made for 
this temporary hospital and that it could have been made permanent. 
Dr. K. S. Hoy also considered this point and was of the same opinion. He 
said that with tlie money we are proposing to spend for this hospital we 
(u)iild have a peuuanent hospital and medical college, and, if necessary, 
he is i)repared to help us in the matter. Sir, we welcome his suggestion 
and any scIkoiic from him on the subject. We would also like to have a 
permanent Medical College Hospital here if we could have the money for 
it. I should like to make the position quite clear in this connection. This 
is a Government of India scheme and so far as the establishment cost of 
the hospital — thousand-bedded hospital — is concerned, it would be borne half 
by the Government of India and half by the tlovernment of Bengal. The 
Government of India will bear the entire cost of the College and the entire 
capital cost of th(‘ tem]»orary hospital and so far as the maintenance of the 
hospital is concerjied the cost will be borne 50: 50 by the Government 
of India and tin* Bengal Government. We liave made provision for private 
institutions aboul which both Mr. Biren Hoy and Dr. Hoy have spoken. 
We have provided for 15 lakhs capital and 5 lakhs recurring grant for 
Post-War Heconstruction scheme so far as this ilem is concerned. There 
was a proposal to reduce the recurring grant from 5 lakhs to 1 lakh but we 
have restored the amount. So, this sum may be given as financial assistance 
to deserving medical institutions. Dr. K. vS. Hoy is associated with an insti- 
tution wdiicli is doing wonderiul work in this jiiovince troni the time wlieii 
there was no other institution for tuberculosis. This institution has done 
marvellous work and has saved hundred of j)eo|)le and tlius saved their 
families. We feel that this institution deserves fullest support from Govern- 
ment and tliat siqiport will be forthcoming. 

Now, so far as the accommodation for the judice is concerned, I would 
like to state that 1 liave already made it (dear in my Budget Statement that 
major part ot the money will be coming from the Government of India and 
we have undertaktm the cunstruction because it is the Government of 
India’s directive that we should spend a large amount of money which they 
])lace at our disposal for the purpose of construction work because in their 
opinion this will go a long way in the solution of the unemployment of the 
labouring class. 

So far as the petrol tax is concerned, I need not dilate on this issue now, 
because this subject will come up very soon before the House when there 
will be some amount of criticism. At that time I think I shall have ample 
opportunities to justify the enhancement of the tax. Personally, I think it 
is a better kind of tax as it is better to tax the richer section of the people 
for the benefit of the poor people. 

As regards the provision of jeeps and aeroplanes, somebody wanted to 
know the details about these two items. Perhaps he knows that we want 
to keep pace with the march of time and for that purpose we want that there 
shoulci be facilities for closer and quicker contact and more frequent 
personal contact between the districts and the provincial headquarters of 
Government. With a view^ to providing means of maintaining closer and 
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more frequent personal contact between districts and the provincial head- 
quarters of Government than it has been possible to achieve hitherto with 
imperfect means of surface communication available for this purpose 
arrangements have been made for maintaining in Calcutta of some pool 
consisting of 5 aeroplanes which have been purchased from the American 
disposal organisation at a total cost of Rs. plus custom duty of 

Rs. 2,974 at the rate of per cent. The planes are meant to carry senior 
Secretariat officials to the districts and back to Calcutta without undue loss 
of time. Mr. Biren Roy took to aviation I think as far hack as 1928-29 — T 
hope I am correct — and he has a great deal of interest in it. (Mr. Biren 
Roy : But I have no plane.) Now when the Government of Bengal wants 
to introduce a system by which they will keep closer contact with the dis- 
tricts it was least exjiected from Mr. Biren Roy to raise his voice of protest. 
(Mr. Biren Roy : I did not oppose it. I said, “Don’t use it for police 
purposes”.) 

Now there has been a good deal of criticism on the (juestion of subsidised 
foodgrains and it was also contended that Government stood to gain by this 
transaction and that is why some of the members vv(‘re siir])rised that a loss 
was shown on this account. I shall deal with that. So far as this question 
is concerned, I may say that although the purchase j)rice of rice and paddy 
has come down the existing old sto(‘k procured at a highly inflated price 
raised the valuation of the total (luantity with which the Government have 
to deal in the course of the year. The margin (»f loss is being steadily 
reduced but the stage has not yet been reached when loss can be wholly 
eliminated. T may state for Ihe information of this House that the loss on 
this account, namely, in the matt(‘r of food subsidy was 13 crores 95 lakhs 
during 1944-45. Witli improved storage facilities and stricter supervision 
coupled with reduction in the price of rice and paddy and ])roduction of 
more quantities in th(‘ province the loss of tln^ current year is 
estimated at only 2 crores and 30 lakhs. T can assure the House that 
constant vigilance will be exercised and the most stringent steT)s will be 
taken with a view to minimise the loss as far as ])rac1icabl(‘. There is u 
certain amount of criticism that the Government Tnake a profit, that they 

f urchase rice at a lower rate and vsell it to the consumer at a higher rate. 

f the members who have spoken like this have not realized at least T realize 
that Government are not selling directly to the consumer. The Govern- 
ment sell rice in the mofussil and also very greatly in (’alcuita to wholesalers 
and wholesalers have to sell it to the retailers who sell ft in lurn to the 
consumers and at every stage the original cost increas«‘s j)roj)ortionatcly. 
And in order that the rice may be available to the (digibh* consumer at a 
reduced rate Government have to sell at an uneconomic price* and therefore 
the question of subsidy and loss conies in. I will give the figures, the 
average cost of procurement of rice per maund. In April of this year it 
was Rs. 13-10-4, In May, 1940, it was Rs. 13-12-9 jind in dune this year 
the purchase price was Rs. 13-12-7. The break-up of this will show how 
we come to the above figure, this total cost per maund to Governnnml . Apart 
from the cost of the maintenance of the Civil RuT>idics De])artm(*nt this is 
the total out of jiocket expenses of Government. Now it will^ be seen thai 
the price of rice only in April, 1940, was Rs. 11-1-0 and adding incidental 
expenditure made up of freight, commission, transit charge, (dc., of a 
total of Rs. 2-8-10 the total came to Rs. 13-10-4. Rs. 2-8-10 was the 
total incidental expenses per maund and the total cost is Rs. 13-10-4 per 
maund. The average selling price is less so as to make lice available tf) ihc 
]oorly paid consumer. The cost to Government was R*^. 13-8-3 betwci'n 1st 
Tuly, 1945, to 31st December. 1945. Therefore it will appear ilial the 
Government have to subsidise sale of rice to consumers and that is why there 
is loss incurred in the interests of the ])oor people. 

Now I have dealt with all the major points raised by Mr. Biren Roy. 
I now come to Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. He raised the 
question of Permanent Settlement. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta also said a 
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good deal on the subject, and 1 may quote Mi. Dutta in his speech. Any- 
way, he said that people raised the (question of the abolition of Permanent 
Settlement as u political slogan and he, as a matter of fact, blamed the 
Ministry in the matter of non-implementation of its declared policy 
regarding zamindary and Permanent Settlement abolition. But I can 
assure Mr. Dutta that Government have already taken steps to implement 
this programme and policy of the Ministry. Mr. Dutta let tlie cat out of 
the bag however wlien he Wid that even if Permanent Settlement was done 
away with even then the ])eople of Bengal would not be much benefited. 
Sir, this discloses that it is Mr. Dutta who raised the (luestion of Permaneni 
Settlement and said that it was necessary altlK»ugh be did not believe in 
it, but that as a political slogan he used it for ]H)litical ])urposes and, permit 
me. Sir, to use the expression, he was talking with his tongue in his cheek, 
when he was giving utterance to those views regarding the abolilion of 
Permanent vSettlement in Bengal. 

The items dealt with by Mr. Birendra Kishore Boy Ghowdhur\ have 
been re])lied to in connection with my I’eply to Mr. Boy. 1 now come 
to the s])eech of Bai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. He raised a very 
vital issue. TTe enquired why it is that we approach the Government of 
India witli the beggar’s bowl for doles and why is it that we cannot stand 
on our own legs. Sir, the honourable member forgets the Meston Award, 
the Niemeyer Award, and the great injustice done to Bengal ’oy tlioe two 
Awards. He forgets that a major part of the income of this ])rovince is 
appropriated by the (Vmtre; he forgets the injustice done to Beiigal in the 
mutter of th(‘ allocation of the jute tax, jute, which is the moiu>])ol\ (d 
Bengal. It is, as my friend Mr. Hamidnl Hu(j rhovvdhury lightlv said, 
“the only commercial crop” of the ])rovince. Aftei* he has considered tliese 
facts he will rtnilise that Bengal’s inability to laujicli u])()n big comprehen- 
sive schemes without financial assistance* from the (kmtre, it the (’entre do 
not interfere with its financial r(‘sources, wah due to the tact that in the* 
matter of incemie-tax altliough it ])aid ov(‘r lb croie's or thereaboeits, 
the total rec<‘i])ts in Bengal in 104o-40 on account of in(*ome-tax other than 
corporatioji tax was Ki crores and 74 lakhs but the Centre allotted to her as 
her share of this tax only a sum of b (•r(m*s 7b lakhs in I94b. It this tax 
alone that we paid under the head “income-tax” had been left to us, this 
year, ins])ite of difficulties about famine’ and war, would have been no 
deficit year, let alone the question of the iecei]ds under customs, communi- 
cations and Central excise, Eac'ii if all other kinds of taxation wyre kept 
intact then Bengal would have been not only a selt-su])|)orting jirovince but 
a large-surplus province. Therefore the question of apj)roac]iing tin* Gov- 
ernment of India with the begger's bo\Al does not arise. What we d(‘mand 
from the Government of India is a demand based on oui legitimate (laim. 
We can legitimately expect them to iX)me to our assistance es])ecia lly in vie\> 
of the fact that Bengal has undergone gieat sufferings on icoonnt of tin* 
famine and the war. As Mr. Morgan pointed out in his s]>eech if we had 
not to expend what we had to under “Extraordinary charges” and famim* 
and civil defence, we would not have to face a deficit this year. It is onl> 
on ac(‘Ount of tin* war and the famine that we are faced with tliis deficil 
wlien other |)rovinces have reaped the benefits of the war. Bengal has 
suffered and honourable members have asked as to wh> is it that Assam did 
not vsuffer liki* her, though Assam is nearer to the theatre of war. She was 
closer to the theature of war, so why is it that Assam has not suffered like 
Bengal? The answer is quite clear. Bengal wa\s the base of operations. 
In Bengal there were large encampments posted of the militaiw ; not so 
much in .\ssam because Bengal was the base of opeiations for the eastern 
theatre of war, and that is why the sufferings of Bengal were greater than 
those of Assam. It is for that reason, if not tor any other reason, that oui 
(‘laim from the Government of India is fully justified and we can naturally 
and legitimate! V expect the Central Government to come to our help, because 
Bengal suffered and is suffering not for her own fault. 
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Then, Sir, liai Bahihiur Barua has raised the question of the edueatioii 
of his own community and said that there is no special grant for the educa- 
tion of Buddhist hoys and girls. But if he refers to page 300 of the Blue 
Book he will find that I here is a grant for the education of Buddhist 
students. Apart from tlie provision for the education of Anglo-Indian and 
Scheduled Casies students, tliere is a special prOi.'i8ion for the education of 
Buddhists hoys and girls 

Rdi Bshadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: On a point of order, Sir, 
I have not referred to the religious education of the Buddist students, hut 
I spohe about higher and technical education of the 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur, I ho]»e you will not interru])t the 
Ilon’hle Finance Minister, there is very little time and he will have to finish 
his speech. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Now, Sir, 1 come to 
Rai Bahadur Togeiidra Nath Ray. He has said tliat scanty i)rovision has 
been made for dwtdlers. I ina> tell him that umler the post-war 

scheme we have a provision of Rs. 15 lakhs for tlu' iiupiovement of /o/.W/.s-. 
This is in addition to the sidieine which tlu‘ Calcutta Inquovcnicnt Trust may 
take up from their own fund. Therefore it (‘an he s(H‘n that we are under- 
taking hfisfi improvement and rehousing schenH‘ on a large scale. There 
is going to he a se])arate branch attached to the ijO(‘al Si'lf4iovernnient 
Department, namely, a hraiich to deal with town jilanniiig. When this is 
done I am sure ade(|Uat(‘ provision will he made for its woikiiig. Of course 
it is a very big ])rol)lem which bristles with many dith(‘uli i(‘s. But I can 
tell you that a veiy good heginiiiug will he made this year. 

Tliei'e i,s aiiotlici' (jiiestioii raised hy Mr. Mohalanohish - !u* laisiul th(‘ 
((uestion of sujijdying subsidised food to Government servants. It should 
he realised tliat the rise in the eosl of living has greatly afi'ecled the poorly 
paid Government servants and they can with great (lifficulty make their 
both ends meet. It may he said — why dearness was not givtm — why this 
subsidised food is allowed to them: this is a (juestion of (“eonoinies. Sir, 
I am not an e.xpert in econoniic.s. But I may t(*ll vcu that by allowing sub- 
sidised food we ai'(' keejiing down the inflation. If w(‘ give .none\ instead 
of subsidised food, then the purchasing power of the p(‘o])le v\ill iiieiease and 
the prices of all othm* commodities will increase. So \\v get into the vicious 
circle. Therefore Government f(‘el that in place of d(‘al‘ne^^ allown nee it is 
preferable to allow^ subsidised food. 

Next, Sir, I eonie to the Tista Valley Scheme. The honourable nienih(‘r 
know’s some details about the ])rojeet and w’auted to know whmi it will he 
taken uj). The jiosition with regard to that is that Goveirinuml aie await- 
ing the Re])ort of the G(‘ologist who is carrying on a geological survey. 
Then it may lie nec(*ssary for further exploration. This work cannot he 
taken up before the winter ot 1947. Preliminary st(‘ps havi* h(‘en taken, 
geological and soil survi'y is going on and as soon as flic report is received 
every scheme will be taken uj) in eonn(‘ction with the |»roject. 

A t)iiesti(»n w^^.^ raised about the liigh ])rie(‘s of fish. Govermnent arc 
aware of it and if the honourable members wall refer to the Govt*riiment 
scheme with regard to their fishery polic\ he will he satisfitnl that Govern- 
ment are doing everything to lemove the scarcity of fish. 

Then the other (iue.>tioii is about th(‘ Finforecuneut Branch, fie said that 
the retired Sub-Tnspeetors and Tnsp(H‘tors are being appointed in this 
Department. The ])oliev of this Government is not to ajrjroint letirtnl or 
superannuated jiersous hut at the start of this Dejiartimort sonn* retired 
officers have been appointed because there was (huirth of ex])er'lenced persons 
at that time. In vcr.\ exeejrtional (ireuin.stanees the present Ministry 
appoint retired officers. I can assure my honourable friend that superan- 
nuated officers will not he appointed so as to bar younger and fresher men 
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from being appointed in the service. He proposes to abolish the Enforce- 
ment Department. I am afraid tliis is not a practical proposition. I think 
we have not been able to check the blackmarketing very much and if we 
abolish this Department the blackmarketing and profiteering will be 
rampant and widespread. Control even at this stage is necessary. So this 
question cannot be entertained. 

As regards police rearmament, I would only draw the attention of the 
honourable members to the activities of the Congress Governments in other 
provinces. 

So far as tlie boat (ionstrucHon scheme is concerned, a good deal of 
criticism has been made by various members. In another plac-e I have dwelt 
at length on this question and T suppose I shall have to give some details 
in this House also. So far as this question is concerned, I am in a very 
awkward position. The fact is this that there has been some amount of 
bungling, T confess. I believe in facing facts squarely. There have been 
some extenuating circumstances. The extenuating circumstances were in 
the denial policy. The Government of Mr. Fazlul Huq had to destroy a 
large number of boats belonging to persons in th(‘ Fast Bengal who used to 
prosecute their normal avocation by means of these boats. There were c.ther 
boats which were used as a means of transport. With the destruction of 
these boats the whole (*conomic life there was disturbed. Government felt 
that they should allow these persons to construct boats but as there was 
scarcity of timber Government undertook this construction. After the 
terrible famine tlie magniiude of whicb is realised by all, Government tried 
to expedite the matter of boat construction. The total liability is Rs. 262 
lakhs. In 1044-45, Its. 10 lakhs, then lls. 157 lakhs and the outstanding 
bills now amount to Rs. 05 lakhs making a total of Rs. 262 lakhs. Of this 
whole sum only 175 lakbs have been paid. The great weakness of the Gov- 
ernment lies in the fact that contracts were framed in such a manner that 
even if the bpats w(U'e defective Government were bound to ])ay. There were 
defects in the specification also. There were wrong sppcifi(‘a1ions. Some 
military officers were also engaged in these contracis who were appointed 
by the Governmeni of India and the boat construction ended in fiasco. But 
the result was that Government of Bengal had to in(‘ur this great loss. 
But as I have promis(‘d the other House, I will tell the honourable members 
that I shall conducl an enquiry into the matter and I repeat my assurance 
thal if any one is found guilty he will noi be spared. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Bui are you going to ])ay the balance 
of their bill before the enquiry is complete? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Now I come to Mr. 
Diitta. He has raised most of the points. He suggested that the maximum 
^«alary allowed to a Government official should be Rs. 1,500 and the mini- 
nniin Rs. 80. Sir, it is a very desirable proposition indeed in a province 
like Bengal where the people cannot get two square meals a day. Here 
neople are half-clothed, half-famished and disease-stricken. This, therefore, 
is a very good suggestion. Personally speaking I am in complete agree- 
ment with him on this point and I will cite my own instance. About 8 
years ago I tabled a resolution on this subject in the lower House saying 
that the salary of Ihe members of the Imperial Services should be reduced 
and that resolution was accepted bv the House but unfortunately no action 
could be taken because that is a matter which is beyond the competency of 
the Provincial Government. I have already pointed out to the members 
ihe limitations under which we have to work and this is one of the limita- 
tions that we cannot touch the steel frame of the administration in the 
matter of their emoluments. 

Sir, Mr. Toufiq suggested the formation of a committee to advise the 
Director of Consumer Goods. I am unable to offer any comments on it but 
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it appears to me to be a very good suggestion which I think should be con- 
sidered by the (ioveriiment and hope it will receive Uoverument’s considera- 
tion. Then he lias said something about the Sales Tax, about the method 
of collection, and he has suggested a difterent procedure regarding the 
imposition oi the tax. lie thuiks that the tax here in Bengal should be 
such as in Madras, namely, instead ot l)emg a one print tax it should be levied 
on all transactions, i have examined this question though i Jiave not gone 
into the details but I ieel that the system now prevalent m Bengal is belter 
than the system in Madras in the smise that the cost ot an article does not 
come to so much as what it would be it' a tax were imj)osed at all stages. 
The tax here being a one point tax, a person is to pa^ the lax only once on 
an article but it the Madras system was follow ed or it we had a<‘i‘epied Mr. 
Touhq’s suggestion then the tax on one commodity might Jiave to be levietl 
4 or 0 times when it passes through 4 or 5 hands. Therelore i think the 
burden of taxation will increase if we accept Mr. Toufiq’s suggestion. But 
one point in this connection i may say and lie has also retrirc.l to it. 4 here 
id no gam saying the fact that tliere is considerabh* iCikage in oiii’ ie\eMies 
under ibis head. We got d crori's ami lakhs as revenue uc.der this ln‘ad 
last year. One member made an em[Uiiy what is ttie basis on which we have 
estimated our revenue under this head. Is it on the basis ot cm* anna 
he enquired Y it is on the basis ol Jl pies. Our Budget is framed on the 
basis of 9 pies and not on the basis ol i anna which was the case in the 
Oovernor’s budget. 1 think the honourable member is .i bit confused on 
this point, it is on the basis of 9 pies that we got d erores and 9 lakhs last 
year. So at least we will have a receipt of the same amount this year it 
not more but i realize that it we do not really iireveiit leakage and it we do 
not enforite our autbority strictly the whole juirpose of my scheme will be 
defeated. 1 am afraid 1 cannot disclose the nature of the machinery which 
1 have set uji but I can assure the honourable member that we have set up 
a machiueiy so as to catch persouh who dodge this tax and 1 hope that it 
we are successful we will be able to prevent the leakage and our provincial 
revenues wdll be benefited. 1 have replied to th(‘ question about whether 
the estimated receipts from the Sales Tax have been based on a one anna tax 
or on a three-pice tax. 1 believe this question w^as raised by Mr. Charu 
Chandra Sauyal. 1 have said that i( is based on a three jiice basis. 

Mr. Sanyal has objecied to spending any money for iiie proposed sidienuj 
for the education of the cultivators and demonstrators, (dc. J do not know' 
why he objects to this provision. VV^e must do our b(‘si in older to educate 
the masses. The people of Bengal are mainly illiterate ami tins is one reason 
why the progress of tliis province has been so much retarded. Our first 
aim should be to educate the masses of the province, and it seems strange, 
Sir, that any honourable member of this House should objee.t to any scheme 
or provision which tries to give some amount of eduejition to the rural 
people. 

I have already dealt with the question of a temiiorary medical college 
near the Lakes. Dr. Kumud Sankar Boy has suggested tliat the National 
Medical Institute at Entally should he raised to tlie status of a college. I 
believe he referred to the medical institution at (forachand Hoad. Is that 
correct? Yes, 1 find it is so, I can tell Dr. Roy that the projiosal has been 
already mooted by the authorities of the institution for iqigiading the s'dmol 
to a college and they want certain kinds of assistance from the (ioveriiment 
in the matter of giving them facilities in this respect, (iovernment have 
already promised the authorities of the institution that they wdll place 
some beds of the Government hospital at the disposal of the students of that 
institution so that, as required by the University Regulations, they can 
upgrade the school to the standard of a college. 

So far as Tuberculosis is concerned, we have already got two schemes, 
one the Amulia scheme and the other the Kanchrapara scheme. But I have 
not the time, Sir, to enter into details with regard to them. I can say for 
the information of some honourable members who asked as to why all tin? 
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Mchemeh were to be located in western Bengal and why none was proposed 
for Eastern Bengal, that we have in coiitenij)lation a scheme whereby such 
a hospital will be located nt Dacca in Eastern Bengal. We propose to have 
the hospital started as soon as possible at Dacca w^hich wdll meet the needs 
of the people of Eastern Bengal. 

The question of the nationalisation of industries is a vast one and within 
the compass of a few minutes that is at my disposal I won’t be able to deal 
with it at any great length or with satisfaction, but I may say that at the 
present njomenl this matter will require a good deal of capital outlay which 
we cannot ahord. But so far as i am personally concerned 1 agree that 
certain classes and kinds of industry should be nationalised, but that is a 
diherent matter altogether and we cannot take up this coinj)li{‘ated matter 
just now. 

Mr. Shahadool lluq complained against the topheavy administration. 1 
have already dealt with that. He also wanted the abolition of the posts of 
Divisional ( ■ouiinissioner. With that matter also 1 have already dealt end 
said that the limitations under which the administration is carried on is the 
reason as to wdiy it has not been possible to do all these things. He has also 
suggested that deterrent punishment should be giv(‘u to the black-marketeers. 
We agree tiiat deterrent jmnisbment should h(‘ meted out to the blaek- 
marketeers and if the honourable juembers will remember, only the other 
day a person who sold j)etrol at more than the controlled rate was tlned 
Jls. 5,U()0 and as there w{‘re three such men they w^re fined to the tune of 
Rs. Jf), ()()() and in one case compulsory imprisonment was awarded. 1 hope 
the House and m\ honourable friend will agree that th(*y were all deterrent 
punishments. 

The question of irrigation ])rojects in western Bengal was also laised 
and in this eonneciion the absence of any siEeme for easteiii Bengal was 
also mentioned. Sir, honourable members must r(*alise that so far as this 
plan is concerned, it is for the first year, for an interim i)eriod only. We 
are going to go forw’ard each year with a four or five-year plan. The 
amount distributed will be in accordance with the needs of an area and 1 
may assui’e tin' Ii(»us(* that iio parts (d' any district will be neglected. In 
this connection i will make only two observations. In tin* first place, the 
current year's provision will be l)ased on an initial instalment of five years’ 
planning, and necessary modifications wdll be made to Jiiake it uniiorm 
thi-oughoiit the province. Anyway no honourable membej' need entertain 
any ai)prehensiou that any area will receive less attention that it deserves. 
We are going to have a schedule pre])ared, distri«'t by disfjict, (this is under 
(:om])ilation at the i)resent moment), aiid as soon as it is leady the House 
will have an op])ortunity to de(‘ide for itself how the provision should be 
disti ibuti'd in the ])roviu(*(‘. Sir, the obseivations made by one honourable 
member for contributing substantially to llie economic needs of the province 
have been kept i)rominently in view\ Therefore J think honourable mem- 
bers will be satisfied that we are not going to neglect any i)art of the pro- 
vince. Equal justice will be meted out to all tlie districts. 

Then, Sir, I come to Mr. George Morgan’s s])ee(‘h. He has raised certain 
very important questions and 1 should like to deal with (hem. Firstly 
he spoke about the defects of the Civil Supplies De])artment. I have 
already dealt with this matter and do not wisli to repeat. Then, Sir, he 
raised the question about the establishment of a five-acre potato-breeding 
station. This is really an experimental scheme designed to evolve improved^ 
commercial varieties of potatoes. The following is a brief dcvscription of 
the scheme. 

The scheme aims at development ot im}»roved commeicial varieties, and 
varieties immune from or resistant to diseases. The commercial varieties 
cultivated in India are not immune from or lesistant to blight — the most 
destructive of fungus diseases, and are neither field immune to any of the 
viiuses or virus strains prevalent in this country. These diseases are taking 
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a heavy toll of the potato crop. This demands development of commercial 
varieties immune from diseases since some of them cannot be effectively con- 
trolled by fungicides or other methods. The laim will be situated m the 
district of Darjeeling but the whole ot Dengul will benefit from the results 
obtained. This is so far as the five-acre potato-b’>3eding station is concerned. 
So far as his query about the IS'ationai Turk is concerned i may say that the 
scheme aims at the establishment ot a JSational l^ark for public recreation 
in ad area, which is rich in natural beauty and is a ceiilie of wild life, with 
a view to providing a centre tor building up tbe health and cultural develop- 
ment of the community, hor this a suitable site at a non-malarious hltitude 
in the hills, adapted to the requirements ot sueh a seheme having beeJi 
looked for, a village called J.abha near Kalimpong has beiii selected as an 
appropriate site, being rich in natural beauty and contiguous to wild life 
in the (jame Keserves at Jalda])ara and Chapiamari it is [)ro[)osed to form 
a National Dark Committee from among the residents ot lvalim])ong. The 
formation of a Committee will bo followed by an air suivey ot tlie area of 
the park, the demarkation ot the boundaries on the ground, which me tlie liist 
steps tow^ards development of the scheme. A pilot Directorate of National 
Parks and Game Sanctuaries will be created for planning and executing tlie 
scheme. 

Another question raised by Mr. Morgan is about the coast and estuarine 
fishery and the provision of fishing fleet. The present idea oi the Govern- 
ment is to run this project as a direct Government concern. 1 may inlorm 
the honourable member it is not a Government of India scheme but it is a 
productive development project to be financed entirely by loans tdvanccil by 
the Government of India, 

Mr. Morgan’s other question is whether the 12 crores obtainable from 
the Government of India ior development project is an open mcdil, unlimited 
in time. With regard to that the jiusition is that the Government ot India 
have agreed to advance {a) grants totalling bb croies, and {(>) loans at 
present not limited in amount, for financing the devclopinciit projects of 
the Government of Bengal for a five-year period commencing from the 
current year. It follows from this that if we cannot spend J2 crores witliin 
the current financial year, we shall not lose tbe benefit ot the iiniouiil but il 
will be available for expenditure later on during the five-year period. So 
the question of any amount lapsing does not arise. 

He also raised the question of road development schejiie of Bengal. 1 
have got all the figures here but 1 have no time to go through that because 
I must finish now. 

I now come to Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s speech. He raised tlio question 
of the air-conditioning of the Writers’ Buildings. This project was sanc- 
tioned in section 93 regime and the contract was already given 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Mohammed Ali, I suggest that you continue 
your speech and finish it tomorrow as the first item, because 1 have to 
adjourn the House now. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, I am quite 

agreeable. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I will allow you 15 or 20 minutes before we take up 
other items tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, that will be better. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I must adjourn the House now. 

Adjournment, 

The Council then adjourned till 1-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 7th 
August, 1946. 
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Members abseni * 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 6th 
August, 1946:^ 

(1) Mr, Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Diitta, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(5) Mr. Huniayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(6) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(7) Maulana Md. Akrum Khan, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Malialanobish 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, and 

(11) Mr. F. C. 8. Steuart. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES ' 

. .. : % . . — ...... j.. r . 7 .. . „J — . 

First Session, 1946— No. 10. 


The CoT’NCiL met in the Tiegislative Chamber of the Tjej^'islatiye Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 7th August, 194(5, at l-lb j).m., being 
the 10th day of the First Session of 194(5, pursuant to section (5!2(^-^^)(<i) of 
the (ioveriunent of India Act, 1905. 

Mr. President (the ITon’ble Sir Buoy Pit usad Sinoh Boy, k.im.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Question regarding Price of wheat from the Punjab. 

The IToii’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzaniuddin Hosain rose to 
reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Are you in a position to reply to the supplementary 
questions arising out of this (luestion!^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

] am soiT\ I sliall not be able to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Jn that case (his quest ion may be held over. 

Invitation of applications for the post of Lecturer in the Subordinate 
Appointment of a lecturer in Oriental Vedanta. 

55. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : AVill the lion ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(«) whether the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, invited ar>iilica- 
tions for the post of Lecturer in the Subordinate Educational 
Service in Sanskrit (Oriental-Vedanta) for men, by advertisement 
in a local daily on the 3nd May, 194d; 

(h) whether the age-limit of the candidate was fixed at 35 years on the 
1st July, 1943; 

(c) whether in pursuance of that advertisement, applications were 

received from candidatcvS, out of whom two jx^rsons were selected, 
but who were ultimately found to have understated their age and 
consequently their selection was cancelled ; 

(d) whether there was a subsequent advertisement for the said post in 

another daily, dated the 16th Ai)ril, 1944, retiuiring the follow- 
ing qualifications for the appointment: — 

(i) that the candidate must not l>e over 45 years of age on 1st March, 

1944, and 

(ii) that the candidate must possess title in Vedanta with reputation as 

a scholar and teacher, good knowledge of Mimansa and Upani- 
shad and also English would be additional qualifications ; 

(e) whether it is a fact that the jierson appointed to the said post had 

no title in Vedanta or other required qualifications and was much 
over 45 years of age on the relevant date ; 

(/) whether it is a fact that he has be6n appointed as a Lecturer of 
Nyaya, and not aa a Lecturer of Vadanta, in the Sanskrit College; 
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((f) whether the candidate appointed stated his age to be 38 years only 
in his application and whether it, is a fact that he passed his first 
(Adya) Examination in 1911; and 

(h) if the answer to part (/) is in the affirmative, why a Lecturer of 
Vedanta for which applications were invited, was not appointed 
and why a Lecturer of Nj^aya was appointed without inviting any 
application for the said post? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a), (c) and (d) Yes. 

(6) Yea, but “35 years” was a printing mistake for “45 year&“. 

(e) He had no title in Vedanta, but as a research scholar he read all the 
Vedanta Shastras and had other qualifications and experience. He wa^ con- 
sidered by the experts to he the most suitable candidate in Vedanta. He is 
not over 45 years of age but is below that age. 

(/) No; he has been appointed as Lecturer in Vedanta. 

(//) Yes; but the mistake in calculation of his age was corrected and his 
age was found to be 43 years on Ist July, 1944. 

(h) Does not arise in view of the reply to (/) . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilorrble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he received any application from pundits? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I 

want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Who are the ex])erts who decided that 
a pundit without a title in Vedanta can be a])])ointe(l for this purpose? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: An 

Expert (lommittee makes tliese ap])ointments, thes(‘ selections, but I have 
not got the information with me here to tell the hon’bie member who are 
the members wlio constitute that Committee. 1 want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of {g). The candidate 
stated liis age to be 38 years onl}^ when as a matter of fa(“t it was found 
to be 43. Does it not show his inability to make a (‘orrect appreciation 
of his own age? Was it due because he was a philosopher? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Wha t is your o])inion? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

My opinion is that there may be mistakes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Points of information. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, I have a very urgent matter to 
mention. On the 29th of last month it has been reported that the entire 
stock of paddy of Sj. Dinanuth l)e of village Nakipur, police-station 
Shyamnagar, was seized by the Subdivisional Officer of Satkhira with the 
help of the armed police and carried away in the boats of the Civil Supplies 
Department. I have given the above information which is contained in 
the Avirita Bazar Patrika published on the 5th instant. My attention was 
drawn to it yesterday. The paddy was seized and carried away like this 
in spite of the said Sj. Dinanath l)e holding proper licence. On protest 
being lodged by the Primary Congress Committee of Nakipur the 
Subdivisional Officer, it is said, bluntly replied that he must seize the paddy 
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and did not care whether any food for the local people was left there or 
not. It is a very serious matter, Sir. If these allejjfatioiis are correct 
and if this is the procurement policy of Government that paddy will be 
seized w'ith the lielp of armed police I am afraid it is a very serious matter. 
The other day the sergeants . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want further information on this subject 
of seizure of ])addy or what i» your point P 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I want to know, Sir, what steps Govern- 
ment proi)ose to take in connection with such matters. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hon’ble Mr. Mohammad Ali. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahalur MOHAMMED ALI: We are not aware of 
this incident and, if the facts are brought to my notice, I shall cause 
enquiries to be made in such cases. So I shall request the honourable 
member not to press this adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Haridas Majumdar has not moved any adjourn- 
ment motion. He is only asking for information. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot answer offhand 
what (‘xactly is the position and what ste})8 Governmeni should lake in 
the matter. Jf the facts of the case are given to me I shall em[uire into 
the matter and report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would suggest to you, Mr. Majumdar, that you 
hand over the cutting from tin* newspa])er referred to by you to tli(‘ llon’ble 
Minister. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I can, Sir, if you so desire, put it in 
the form of a short-notice (piestion in which case, 1 believe, the question 
of admissibility will not arise. 

As regards the other mattei*. Sir, namely tin* highhanded action of tin* 
police sergeants towards the girls befoT-e the All-India Itadio 1 think the 
llon’ble Home Mini.ster will make a statement today or tomorrow. May 
I know when he will make it? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I will make that state- 
ment tomorrow. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, may I make a statement with 
your permission ? Referring to yesterdayks demonstration by jute mill 
workers outside this building I should like to make a suggestion to Govern- 
ment. In my opinion Government should notify that demonstr.itions of this 
sort cannot be tolerated preventing as they do hon’ble members carrying out 
their duties as members of this House. At the same time Government 
should state definitely that they are always ready to receive deputations 
from representatives of any organisation which may desire to draw Govern- 
ment’s attention to their grievances. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it a question or what? 

' Mr. PRESIDENT: A copy of the statement just made by Mr. Morgan 
was supplied to me a few minutes before (handing over the paper to the 
Finance Minister). Will Mr. Mohammad Ali kindly look at it? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this is a very help- 
ful and constructive suggestion and will receive the most earnest consi- 
deration of Government. 
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Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I mention one matter, Sir, rej^arding 
an incifleni that took place yesterday ^ 1 have an adjournment motion 

on it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 am afraid no adjournment motion could be dis- 
cussed t(»da> in view of the fact that an adjournment motion is already 
pending. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Wlien are you taking it up, then^ And 
then the (pieslioii of urgency "ill be waived, J ho])ey 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact 1 cannot consider lids matter at all at this 
t;tage as long as one adjourmmmt motion is on the agenda. 

The Hon’hle Fijiance Ministtu* may now' continue his re])ly to the Budget 
debate. 

Public' Accounts Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, before I begin, I 
W'ould like to niake a statement which I promised yesierday with regard to 
the re])resentation of nnunbers of the Up]»er House on the Ibiblic Accounts 
(h)mmittee. I had a talk yesterday with the Taaubu’ of the t )i)])osition 
of the IjOWC'I' House and he informed me that he hud no (‘bjection if two 
seats are given on this (k)mmitte(‘ to numibers of this House. As I said 
yesterday, so far as the implementation of this is conia'rned it now' ]i(\s 
in the hands of Hie Ilon’ble Mr. Br(‘sid(‘nt and the Hon'ble Mr. S])fcfaker. 
Jt is ])ro])os(‘d that a conierenc(‘ will be held between the two presiding 
officers to decide upon tlie manmu- in whicli this can hi' im])]eim‘nted . So 
that disj)oses of Hie (juestioii I'egaiding the Public Accounts ( 'oinmittt'e. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; 1 will now take up 
my T‘t‘]ily to the Budged discussion. Mr. Prt‘sident, Sir, I thank >ou for 
giving me this oj)j)ort unity of (*oncluding my reply to the criticisms on 
my Budget. I shall take uj) the thread wdiere 1 left it yesterday. 1 w'as 
talking on the (piestion i<‘gar(ling the i)ro])os(Ml aii‘-conditioning in the 
Bengal Secretaiiat . 1 had stated uvsterdav that when we took up office 

W'e found tliat tin* jerojeed legarding air-conditioning had already been taken 
up, since it was then th(‘ se(dion regime. Of course W'e had the o])tion 
of refusing th<‘ projeid but if we tlid exercise that option then W'e would 
have to ])ay heavy com])ensation to the firm with wdiicdi the orders had 
already been ])laced. The firm had already indented fof mailiinery from 
England and if at that moment we w'ithdrew' the contracd then we w'ould 
have been called ujion to pay a heavy amount almost amounting to a lakh 
of ru])ees. Jn these circumstances w'e felt that it would not be desirable 
to pay that damage; at the same time there was another consideration 
whi(di weighed w'ith us heavily in deciding us to go ahead with the project, 
and the consideration w'as this. The Secretariat was already over-crowMed ; 
the departments were exi)anding but w'e (‘ould not accommodate officers that 
were now' necessary to launch our development programmes. Therefore w'e 
felt that if we introduced this air-(‘onditioning system w'e w’ould be able 
to accommodate more officers than it w'ould have been otherw'i^e 
])ossible for us to accommodate, as it would double the accommodation* 
That was one main reason w’hieli made us decide in favour of going on with 
this projei't, of course bearing in mind the fact that if we did not continue 
the ])roject then we would have to pay a damage of a lakh of rupees. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: On a point of information. Sir. May 
I know' the name of the firm wdth w'hom the orders were placed? I under- 
stand it was a Marw^ari firm. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say that off- 
hand. But when I obtain that inlonnatiou I can ^‘ive the information 
to the hon'ble member personally or to the House. This will then explain 
to the House the circumstances under which we felt justified in fjoin^ on 
with the project. 

AVhen 1 was deeliiio' with Mr. Moro'an's issues yesterday I omitted to 
refer to his very valuable ajid <‘ons1ructive suj^'^'estiou re^ardin^* fhe ova*r- 
haiiling of certain departments and the exjilnratioii oi all avenues of 
reducing exjienditure. Sir, this is a very valuable and important point 
whicli he has placed befoie th(‘ Hou.se. (iovernment feel the necessity of 
overhauling some of the dejiartments and also that avoidable ex])enditure 
should be avoided and that we should curtail our cx])enditun‘ as much as 
l)o.>sible. 

Then, Sir, 1 (‘ome to ^Ir. Hamidiil Hiuj (diowdhur\. As he \\as not 
present yesterday 1 ski])ped over the })oints raised by liim. As 1 find liim 
her(‘ today I shall deal witli the ])oints raised by him. He said that the 
Budget was jirejiared in section 9-1 leglme but if \\ 4 ‘ wanted time to incor- 
porate our own programim^ and outlined our schmnes we (‘ould have taken 
time to do so. But the honourable member should realise that the tinancial 
year had already commenced and it was necessary that we should have the 
sanction of the Legislature as early as possible for ilu' ex])onditure. If wo 
had delayed ov(M- the matter we W(»uld Imve been liable tc the chargt* that 
we ar(* iiicuiring expenditure without the sanction of the Legislature. 
Therefore it was imperative! \ lU'cessary ior us to obtain that sanction of 
the Jjegislatuie as (‘arl> as possible to the expenditure wliich we propose 
to incur. So he shouhl realise the difliculties with whicli \M‘ wei’c factnl. 
If we had delated in the matter then the honourable nuonbers would have 
accused us of delay In presenting the Budget. That w’as the leason why W’o 
had to come forward in a hurr^ wdth the budget projiosals. Of (“oui'se we 
had to take a cou])le of months because wa* were not absolutedy satisfied 
with regard to some of the items and w^e did not want to ]nit our 
rubbei* stani]) or (Ui()})i mark to tin* jiroposals that wvrv incorporated in 
the (jovernor’s lludget. As J liave said at th(‘ outstd, wi' havi* incorporated 
a lot of changes in the Budget that wars pre.sented before this House. 

Mr. Haniidul Ilmi ('liowdhut.\ spok(‘ of the ineijuitable award of the 
Central Oovei’iinnmt. I have already touched on tin* subji'ct and men- 
tioned about the inequity on the Meston and Neimeyer Awairds and I need 
not go into it again. 1 (juite agree with him that there sliould be rt*arljust- 
ment of tln^ financial r(dationship between the ]irovince and the (entre. 
Even during the interim jieriod then* should lx* some readjustm(*nt and 
the (iovernment of India should consider whether the ]tresent s\ stem of 
allocation is right or not. It is understixxl that for tin* ])ur]>ose of effecting 
a readjustment of the award they an* sending oHicers to Australia for 
studying the system prevailing there. A.s a matter of fact we are 
advocating the system of alloi-atioii that is in vogue in the Australian 
Government, because that w'ould be more eijuitabb* for this jirovince. 
Therefore wx^ are proposing to re-examine the question of allocation of 
revenues to the various jirovinces. We feel that injustice has been done 
to Bengal in this matter. If we are successful in revising the allocation I 
think our resources will be further augmented and wa* are entitled to thi.s 
assistance from the Centre. 

So far as the question of relief and rehabilitation is concerned he has 
made some comments legarding the top-heavy administration in this depart- 
ment and regarding small allocation for giving actual relief to the p(*(qde. 
He was. Sir, entirely wrong wdieu he said that out of a grant of lis. 290 
lakhs Ks. 240 lakhs has been provided for officers’ ])ay and only Bs. (»0 lakhs 
for rehabilitation work. Sir, his mathemati(‘s are based on a wrong cah^ula- 
tion. I may inform him that there is a provision of Hs. 290 lakhs for 
this department and it is not correct to say that out of this Ils. 240 lakhs 
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has been earmarked for the establishment and salaries of officers. The 
real position is that out of the total provision of Es. 290 lakhs, provision 
for salaries and establishment amounts to Es. 52 lakhs only and the entire 
balance is for relief and rehabilitation work. So he has erred when he 
has made this erroneous charg’e against the Government. 

He has dwelt on the Damodar Canal project and said that it is a losing 
concern so far as this Government is concerned. But the original estimate 
of the capital outlay on the Damodar Canal project was Es. 76,10,397. 
The actual capital charge on completion of the work was Es. 1,73,38,960. 
We had to take some finances from the Government of India. There 
were some outstanding payments from the provincial revenues to the Central 
Government. But some sort of adjustments were made and the Government 
of India wiped out our obligation to them. So, the entire amount was 
not spent from the provincial revenues but Es. 4;52 thousand which was 
roughly 6 per cent, of the original estimated outlay of Es. 76,10,397. The 
actual net revenue in 1944-45 stood as follows: — 

Es. 

Gross revenue ... 5,48,945 

Working expenses ... 2,62,053 

Net revenue ... 2,86,892 


Now, actually there is no loss to the Government for this project but if 
we take for granted that we got assistance from the Government of India 
and our capital outlay was Es. 1,73,38,960 then our return is only 2*2 per 
cent, on the capital outlay. It is not up to our expectation. People in 
that area are getting beneht out of this scheme and the whole province is 
enjoying the ])eMefit in view of the fact that the total food production has 
also increased due to this scheme. TJiereforo we need not quibble over the 
matter any further. 

Mr. Ilamidiil Iluq Chowdhury has also referred to cincliona cultivation 
by the Government. Now, Sir, everybody knows that (iovernment t)nly 
supply (|uinine and cinchona not with a view to make any profit out of it 
but to help th(‘ people. They do not run it on a (‘onimercial basis. We 
want to sell to ihe ])ublic quinine at as low a price as possible to minimise 
the sutfering of the i)oor peo])le who art* attacked with malaria. 

About the abolition of rent-reiudviug interest, 1 think I have made that 
point absolutely (dear already. 

About the introduction of cottage industries in the province, Govern- 
ment have under examination a very big and comprehensive scheme for 
promotion of cottage industries in the ])rovince. From that scheme it will 
appear that Government are also going to start cottage industries on a 
large scale. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das referred to hospital facilities, specially in the 
rural areas. If Mr. Das had examined the Budget proposals, he would 
have found that we have allotted huge amounts for hospital facilities 
specially in the rural areUvS. During the famine emergency Government 
established some emergency hospitals called F. E. E. hospitals and these 
hospitals have done very good work. These hospitals catered to the needss 
of the undernourished and half-starved people. We have on record that 
these hospitals have rendered incalculable service to the people. Now, we 
want to change these F. E. E. hospitals to A. G. hospitals. We wish to 
distribute those beds all over the province. It was primarily intended to 
cater to the needs of the sick destitutes. Therefore it was started in a 
hurry without due regard to the necessity of other areas where there was 
no distress. All the hospitals in many districts were concentrated in areas 
where distress was felt but in our reorganised scheme which is a part of 
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the development programme we have decided that these Famine Relief 
Emergency (F.R.E.) Hospitals after their conversion into Auxiliary Govern- 
ment Hospitals (A.G.H.) will be distributed on a more or less uniform basis 
throughout the province. The two criteria governing the location of these 
hospitals will be (1) the population of each district, and (2) the mortality 
figures for each district. Taking these two criteria into consideration we 
will redistribute these hospitals so that the needs and wants of the people 
of this province will be uniformly met by a uniform and more equitable 
distribution of the hospitals. There was no provision for any hospital 
facilities in the past and therefore this scheme I should think should be 
considered by the people of Bengal as a really good nation-building one 
and such being the piovision made I am surpinsed that ^kfr. Das felt that 
no adequate provision had been made for giving hos])ital facilities to the 
poor people in rural areas. I think we have made a very good beginning. 
Of course, we do not say that this is sullicient ami adciiuate for the j)urpo8e. 
AVe feel there is need for giving greater facilities but the members will 
kindly realize that this is the first year when we have commenced our 
nation-building activities in real and right earnest. Other schemes will be 
coming up to supplement this scheme. But this scheme is the foundation 
on which other schemes will be built and we propose that when we take up 
other schemes they will be drawn up in such a manner that they will not 
only fit in with the present scheme but will be an im])rovement and enlarge- 
ment upon it so that we may have one big comprehensive scheme covering 
all branches of nation-building activities. In this connection I would like 
to say that in our present Budget we have a provision of 2 crores 10 lakhs 
for giving medical facilities to the people of the rural areas and the honour- 
able Mr. lialit Chandra Das especially will realize that for the present it is 
quite considerable. 

Then I come to Miss Robertson’s remarks. 1 congratulate h(‘r on the 
very nice and neat maiden spe(‘ch she made. She gave* us very concrete 
and constructive suggestions. We really ai)preciate the suggestions that 
have come from her and 1 think that they all deserve very serious consi- 
deration of Government, Actually in this ])rovince the hos])itals ar(i starved 
for want of an adecjuate number of pro])erly qualified nurses. In the 
Calcutta Medical College Hospitals we are going to have a new Children’s 
AVard. The ward is ready but for want ot nurses tli(‘y e.annot yet open 
the ward. AA’^e propose to arrange for the ward to be opened from the Ibth 
of this month. For j)aucity of nurses we could not open this ward earlier. 
In the Eden Hospital, members will be sur])rised to learn that there are 
not sufficient nurses there, not even at the rate of one to attend to lb to 
20 i)atients. Theie is in existence a Nursing (Jouncil and there is also the 
Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Iiistitution by which we have dual control over 
the nurses in Calcutta. Government does not exeicise full control over the 
nurses that are supplied to the ho.spitals. The control vests actually in that 
institution. It is a statutory body. I have tried and I am still trying to 
devise some means by which we (‘an exercise projier and more efficient 
control over the nurses in these ho.^piials. Of (a)urse we r(‘Cognise the very 
good work that is being done by the Institute. AVe shall welcome that (M)- 
operation and hope that we will be getting that co-operation also in future. 
AUe too on our part want to (io-ojierate in this matter with the relevant 
bodies. AA"e want hospitals not only in Calcutta but all over the province 
to be supplied with a sufficient number of nurses. At present tlie standard 
of teaching is so high that Bengali girls (cannot take up the profession of 
nursing because the standard of teaching which has been laid down as 
eligibility for entrance to this profession is so high that we do not get a 
sufficient number of candidates or apprentices. I am proposing to revise 
the curricula in such a way that this teaching may be imparted to our 
girls in the language in which they are efficient, namely, in their own 
vernaculars. If we do away with this system of teaching in the English 
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language then I am sure we will be getting a good supply of nurses. The 
prospects of nurses, as pointed out by Miss Ilobertson, are poor. Nursing 
is a noble profession and we must appreciate that and we must adequately 
compensate for the labours of nurses in giving relief to suffering humanity 
and 1 think we must also revise the present rates of emoluments for them 
so that in future we may be able to attract a good number of nurses and 
nurses of a good tyj)e who will be imbued with a real feeling of service to 
tin* suffering liumaiiity. Tlierefore, 1 think Miss Kobertson’s suggestion 
to be very valuable and worthy of consideration. 

She has also referred to the Tuberculosis Hospitals. No one denies the 
fact that in this ])i'ovince there is a crying in'ed for more hospitals 
for tubercular ])atienls. Unfortunately it is a sad commentary on the 
administration of Bengal that we have not had for sn long even a single 
Government institution to cater to the needs ot tubeiculai* ])atients — no, not 
a single (iov(‘rnment hospital treating tuberculosi.s. But we must say that 
we have made* a good beginniiig. AVe are now going to give sufficient and 
ad(*(juate financial assistance to all tubercular h(»s))itals in tlie ])rovince. 
As I said yesterday, w<* also pro])ose to start a Tuberculosis Hospital in 
Da(‘ca so that the needs of Eastern Bengiil may be met. The institution 
at Amulia may not be able to meet the needs of the entire jirovince and 
in a very short time we are going to take up a ))roject by whicli we will 
be able to establish a Tuberculosis Hos])ital at Dacca. AVe have another 
scheme for chest clinics which will be attaclied to all the distri(‘t and sub- 
divisional hospitals in the jirovince. A big merchant and ])hilanthro])ist 
has ])romised to contribute towards the cajiital cost of the scheme and when 
actually the scli(‘me materialises we liope that in every lios])ita] in the sadar 
headipiarters and in every subdivisional hosi)ital we shall have a sort of 
T. B. clinics which will be in the nature of an ann(*xe to the existing 
sadar and subdivisional hospitals. In this way we hope to meet the real 
crying need of the ])rovince in this matter. 

I now come again to Dr. Boy. I thank him foi’ the very valuable 
suggestion that Ik* mad(* and I shall W(*lcome tin* ])roj)osal which he said 
yesterday that he would submit to us for the establishnn'iit of a permanent 
college within the expi‘nditure which we have outlined tor our temporary 
medical collegt* at the Jjakes. As soon as his ^cheme is received it will be 
very carefully considered and if it is juacticable and feasible we shall be 
certainly Imppy and very glad to establish the college and hospital on a 
j)(*rmauent footing. T must at the same time jioint out a slight inconsist- 
ency in the contention of Dr. Boy. r^nfortunately Ik* is not here today. 
I told him about this inconsistency and he said that he thought that jierhaps 
this would escape my notice and also the notice ot the honourable members 
of this House. On the one hand he ])ro])osed tin* retention of certain 
medical schools while on the other he wanted the upgrading of certain medi- 
cal schools to the standard of a college. He wanted to have established special 
hos])itals for the metropedis of Calcutta whereas we wanted to have some 
cheap doctors in rural areas. Upon this question he found fault with us 
saying that we considered that the lives of the peoj)le in the rural areas 
were perhaps considered cheap by the Government. That is not at all true. 
Government do not at all take that view. On the contrary I am prepared 
to go further, and say that the lives of the people in the rural areas are 
certainly more valuable than those of towns, because they are the real 
people who are keeping the province alive, they are giving us food on 
which we live and thrive, they are giving us wealth. Tlierefore I say that 
the life of the rural people is more valuable than the people of the cities. 
It is not for that reason that we propose to retain for a certain period the 
medical schools in the rural areas. It is not for the reason that we want 
for rural areas cheap doctors, that is not correct. The position is that we 
cannot upgrade all the medical schools to the college standard all at once. 
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We propose to upgrade them <?radiially as early as possible. Tlie analojyy 
of nurses has been introdiK'eil in ihe arf»-innent. Dr. Roy said tliat the 
quantity of nurses sliould be increased because tliere is j?reat dearth of 
nurses. But this analos-y cannot be applied in respeci of doctors. The 
Bhore Committee has dealt with this subject and said tliat there is a j»'reat 
deartli of doctors in this pi'ovince; we need more doctors and we need tliem 
urgently. Therefore we cannot up»Tad(‘ the institutions immediately because 
that will retard the outturn of doctors. The people of Bcn^ral cannot have 
hi<»‘her medical education and more (‘heap education all at once. So we 
must keep the present medical schools for some time longer so that it will 
be within the means of the poor ])eopl(‘ of the province to hav(‘ medi(‘al 
education. We want a ^ood “quantity" of doct(ns and we will also have 
f^ood-quality doctors, but afterwards. 

Now, Sir, 1 think T have dealt with all tin* main ]K)ints that wei’e raiscal 
by the honourable members in this TIous(‘. Then* may be one or two ])()ints 
of minor or local interest to wliich 1 hav(‘ made ii(» n*])ly. But honourable 
members will realise that it is not possible to speak on every ])oint raised 
by honourable memb(‘rs in cour,s(‘ of dis(‘n>sion. I havt* omitt(‘d of cours(‘ 
one point raised by Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua with re^-ard to the 
])rovision for secular edu(‘ati(m of th(‘ Buddhist childrmi. That will receivir 
our sincere consideration. I promis(‘ that the claims of that community 
will receive can'ful consideration. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Azizul iraijin* struck a nice* and pliNcsant note wlum h(‘ 
a])pealed for the co-operation of all sections of the House. 1 als(» re-(‘cho 
that appeal and ask for tin* co-operation of all sections of the House, and 
not only all sections (d' tin* Iloiisi*, but all s(*ctions of the ])(*t»pl(*. Sii’, we 
are lauindiin^- a very bi^^ compn*h(*nsivc pro‘»‘ramm(* conm‘ct(‘d with the 
well-bein^‘ of the ]>eople of the ])rovince. It is a matter of national r(*c-()n- 
struction, it is a matter wliicli should be ko])t outside the pale of party 
politics. This is a matt(*r in whi(di f)(‘o])le of all (‘ommunities, cr('(‘ds or 
nations, irrespective of their political views should come forward and hel[) 
the (Government — not only help the (Governm(*nt but — h(*I]) the pt‘o])I(‘ of 
the province in tryinf^’ to better the lot of the ])oorer ])(*o])le of tliis province. 
I h()j)e, Sir, that m^ a])p(*al will m»t in vaiii and will Tint b(* con(h*n)ncd. 
In the matter of national reconstruction I Inqn* (wery oin* in this ])rovince 
will conn* forward and ]nit his shouldci* to the wln*(*l so that wc can niarcli 
ahead — so that we may not la* left b(*hind tin* otlier ])rovinces which are 
progressing’ towards their u])lift. With tln*s(* I’cmarks I ]io]a‘ that, members 
will •’•ive me the co-oj)eration which i most earn(*stly be^’ of them. 


Circulation of Council Papers to the members. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of information, Sir. Now 
that the postal strike is over and the postal ])eons have resumed work, our 
notices will perhaps be sent by post as before. But may I suf»’»est that the 
present system of distributing our notices by office peons which is working 
very well may be continued. The practice of sendiuf,^ notices by post is 
dilatory and we receive them very late. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, will you kindly come to ray chamber after 
the meetin"’ and discuss the matter with me. 

Now, I pass on to the next item on the Agenda which is introduction 
of the Bengal Undesirable Advertisement Control Bill. We have re(*.eived 
no notice from the HoiTble Minister regarding this Bill and the Bill has 
not been published in the Calcutta Gazette. So this cannot be taken up. 
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Bengal Local Self-Government Association (Recognition) Amendment Bill, 

1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to intro- 

duce the Bengal Local Self-Government Association (Eecognition) Amend- 
ment Bill, 194G. I also give notice that during the current session of the 
Council 1 shall move that the Bill as settled in the Council be passed. I 
request you to permit me to move this at short notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, so far as this Bill is con- 
cerned, this has been printed but not published. We have not received 
any copy of this Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; As is usual this Bill 
was printed in the Gazette. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is this that the Bill might have been 
printed in the Gazette but it has not reached the hands of the hon’ble 
members. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the essential 
requirement is that the Bill should be published in ihe Gazette but whether 
it is to reach the hands of the honourable members, that is not guaranteed 
by the Buies. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I admit that the Bill has been printed but it has 
not been published. Unless it reaches at least some of the honourable mem- 
bers you cannot contend that the Bill has been actually publisheil. You 
know there was the postal strike and 1 do not think that any of the honour- 
able members has got a copy of the Bill. So, how can you say lhat the Bill 
has b(‘(m publislK'd? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I bow to your 
decision but I would submit that the Bill was not only printed but was 
published and therefore i1 has met the requirement under the Buies. 
There is Jio such requirement that Iho Bills should also reach the members. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Government know it very well that the situation 
was an unprecedented one and it must be admitted that the technical 
compliance with the provisions of the Act or the Buies does not fulfil the 
real object of the Act or Buies. 1 am almost certain that no member of 
this House has received a single copy of the Calcutta Gazette within the 
last 3 weeks. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; But, Sir 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: On a point of privilege, Sir. I think it is 
the convention that when the Hon’ble President speaks no other member 
speaks. At least this is the convention in this House. Yow the Hon’ble 
Minister was interrupting you a moment ago and not only that, even now 
while you are on your legs he is trying to establish whether the Bill has 
been published or not. This sort of conduct, we do not expect from any 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope he understands it now. However, 
Mr. Mohammed Ali, I would suggest that you hold back this Bill in view 
of the objection taken by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

I am told by the Secretary just now that copies of the Bengal Local 
Self-Government Association (Becognition) Amendment Bill are being 
distributed to the members. I think that removes the objection to introduc- 
tion of the Bill. Yes, Mr. Mohammad Ali. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I introduce the 
Bengal Local Self-Grovernnient Association (llecogiiition) Amendment Bill, 
1946. I also give notice that during this session of the Council I shall 
move for consideration and also move that the Bill as settled in the Council 
be passed. I hope, Sir, you will permit me to move the motion at short 
notice. 

Secretary then read the sliort-title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Copies of all the 

remaining Bills are also being circulated and so, Sir, I shall introduce the 
other Bills. 

The Cattle Trespass (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I beg to introduce the 
Cattle Trespass (Bengal Anieiulinent) Bill, 11)46. I also give notice that 
I shall move during the current session of the Council that the Bill be 
taken into consideration and that the Bill as settled in the (kmneil be 
passed. I request you, Sir, to permit me to make the motion a1 short 
notice. 

Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, IDBi. 1 also give notic(‘ that 1 
shall move during ihe current session of the (h)U?ic.il that the Bill he lakeu 
into consideration and that the Bill as settled in the Council be pjjssed. 
I request you. Sir, to ])ermit mo to make the motion at short notice. 

Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Sir, I beg to move that the Calcutta Kent Bill, 1941), be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Moazzein Ali Choiidhury, 

(3) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Mohammad Toufiq, 

(5) Mrs. Labanyaprohha Dntt, 

(6) Mr. Lalit (Uiandra Das 

(7) Mr. Bejoy Singh Naliar, 

(8) Mr. Syed Badnidduja, 

(9) Mr. Haridus Majumdar, 

(10) Mr. Charles Edward Clarke, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 14th August 1946 and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Sir, the object of this Bill is really to provide certain protection to 
the people who live in hired houses in Calcutta. These provisions were 
made, or rather these protections were given to them by rules under an 
Ordinance but as the term of the.se rules is going to expire by the 30th of 
September it has become absolutely necessary to enact legislation for the 
purpose of giving some protection to the tenants of Calcutta and other 
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urban areas. So, Sir, it is nothing new. Practically the provisions which 
are in vogue by virtue of an Ordinance are repeated in this Bill and I 
have just now moved for committal of this Bill to a Select Committee 
where every i)rovision may be considered carefully and net'essary amend- 
ments luade. A report will be submitted which the House may be pleased 
to consider in due course. There is nothing else of im])ortam*e which I 
should mention at this stage. AVith these words, Sir, I commend my 
Inotifui for reference to a Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Calcutta Rent Bill, 194G, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1 ) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Moazzem Ali Chowdhury, 

(3) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Mohammed Taufiq, 

(b) Mrs. Labanyai)rabha Dutt, 

(G) Mr. Lai it Chandra Das, 

(7) Mr. Bejoy Singh Nahar, 

(8) Mr. Syed Badrudujja, 

(9) Mr. Haridas Alajumdar, 

( lOj Mr. (/hiirles Edward (harke, and 

(11) the mover. 

with instructions to submit their r(‘port by th(‘ 14th Augu^t, 194(), and 
that the numbt*r of members whose ])resen(‘e shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

Th(‘re is only one amendment on the ])a|)er. Mr. Majumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, befoie moving my motion I may 
request the Hon'ble Minister in charge ol the Bill to state it in the Select 
(h)mmittee he will sym])athetically consider all points ot view, and if a 
statement ot this nature is torthcomijig from him, then 1 ]nay not move 
my amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 am not the only member on the Select Committee who will decide the 
matter. Certainly Government will symj)atlietically consider all the sug- 
gestions that will be made in the Committee as suggested. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Majumdar, what is your proposal? You are 
not moving your amendment? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: If Government make a statement that 
they will sympathetically consider all matters in connection with the Bill 
in the Select (’ommittee, a very practical suggestion, then I need not move 
this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The position is that you either move the amendment 
or do not move the amendment. If after moving the amendment you wish 
to withdraw it, then with the permission of the House you can do so. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I desire to move my amendment and 
if the Hon’ble Minister makes a statement that he will sympathetically 
consider all points of view then instead of asking for circulation of the 
Bill 1 shall be prepared, with the leave of the House, to withdraw my 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But have you moved your motion? 



Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: No, Sir.* 

Mr. PRESmENT: Please do so, then. 

Mr. HARiDAS MAJUMDAR: All right. I beg to move that the 
Calcutta Pent Bill, 194(i, be eir(*nlate<l tor the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the dlst Det'einher, l!)4h. 

I do not make any speech on this. Sir. but as I liave said if the Hon ’hie 
Minister gives me the assurance that 1 have asked lor, then I shall with- 
draw my motion with the leave of the House 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Moti{)n moved thai tlie Calcutta Pent Bill, 194G, he 
cii'culated for the pur])(>se of eliciting ojiinion therciui hv the Gist Dt^cemht'r, 
194G. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I ma\- assure the honou7‘ahle member that the ( l(>veinment will (‘crtainly 
consider all the suggestions that, may he lu’ought forward in tin* Stdect 
Committee and give them sympathetii* eoiisnh'iat ion. I would, therefoi’e, 
ask the hon’hle membc]' to withdraw his aniein!iiient on this assurance. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: In view ot this assiirama* I beg to with- 
draw m\ motion with the leave of tin* Iloust'. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the ]de asure of the House to grant leave to 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar to withdraw his aniendnn'iity 

((4'ies ol “Yes, Yes”.) 

Th(‘ amendment was then by leave ol the House withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If an y one wants to sjieak on the principle of the 
Bill he may do so now'. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, it is a natural consequence 
of the emergency measuie, namely, the House Pent (kintrol Order which 
has been declared under section 102 of the (lOverniiHUit: of India Act, 19*15. 
The ])rin('i})al jioint I want to deal with is this: the real trouble of the 
citizens of Calcutta and of the mofussil towns cannot be resolved by simply 
passing a legislation of this nature. Sir, there is very serious house short- 
age in the city and in the mofussil and unless an earnest effort is made by 
the Government to imjuove the housing condition and remove the house 
shortage position, the consequence will be that the ways and means of 
evading the jirovisions of the law^ by the landlords will be many. As a 
matter of fact, both in this city and in other jilaces various methods have 
been evolved by wdiicdi landlords are (‘scaping the jirovisions of the control. 
First of all the real bottle-neck whiidi exists in the expansion of the build- 
ing of houses in the cities is that the sii])])ly of the building materials is 
inadequate. The Government may not lie able to solve this difficulty 
immecliately, but whatever materials are available should be distributed 
equitably and no short-sighted policy should be followed of having the work 
done in the old Improvement Trust system which is an archaic system and 

working of w^hich is greatly responsible for the wuint of progress in the city 

of Calcutta. This Improvement Trust is goinp on on the princijile that the 
capitalists and the business community should thrive in the city. It is 
not working properly for the poonw section of the population. Inqirove- 
ment Trust has become a commercial institution and doing business in 
the town for the benefit of the highest bidders, namely, the riidier section 
of the jiopulation wdio can spend. There is no activity on the ])art of the 
Trust so far as the poorer people of the eity are concerned ; in their 
scheme the pooler section has no ])lace as if they w’ill hav(* no 

place in the city, and the developed areas of the city are passing into the 

hands of the millionaires coming from w’estern India. Secondly, so far 
as the Bengal Government are concerned w'ith regard to the devedopment 
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of the mofussil, there is one seiiotis lacuna in the Activities of the Govern- 
ment. Unless we have a workable plan like that working in the United 
Provinces and some other provinces we cannot develop the mofussil areas 
and build our modern towns in order to remove the difficulties of the people 
residing in the mofussil. In this connection I may mentioi)^ that the faulty 
j)olicy of fixing the headquarters of the district is sometimes responsible 
for food shortage. I may cit^ one example — the headquarters town of 
Noakhali. Por the last 25 years different Governments, coming in and 
going out, could not come to a decision as regards finally deciding the 
place for its headquarters. Due to pressure brought in from interested 
({uarters Government atajuircd a strij) of land in Degumganj and at present 
we understand that this ])iece of land has its fault and probably Govern- 
ment will be in favour of selling the land. I think there is an attempt 
to change that again. The result will be that in JO or 15 yeai’s time there 
will be no headquarters and no administrative centre. That will create 
a very difficult situation for the residents of the town who are leaving the 
headquarters. I would appeal to the Government to see that an immediate 
settlement is arrived at with regard to the headquarters of Noakhali. 

The Hon’ble Minister a few minutes ago has given the House a wrong 
})icture in reply to the criticism that was made against the J3udget. In 
this way the Hon’ble Ministers have deluded themselves as well the House. 
Look at the Irrigation Budget. I have plainly told the Hon’ble Minister 
through you. Sir, that tlie Government’s commitments for West Bengal 
irrigation is Bs. 5 crores and he has deliberately mentioned the Damodar 
scheme and said that the ex])enditiire is 1 crore and odd lakhs and that 
Government have prr rent, profit. If you look at page 25 of the Budget‘d 
you will find the figures given by the Department and there it is said that 
the administration alone costs about J8 lakhs. And Mr. Mohammed Ali 
says 2A per vent, profit is being derived from the Damodar scheme. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is; 
That the Calcutta Bent Bill, UMti, be referred to a Select Committee con- 
sisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Moazzemali (howdliury, 

(5) Mr. Ilaji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Mohammad Taufiq, 

(5) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, 

(()) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Mr. Bejoy Singh Yahar, 

(8) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(9) Mr. H arid as Mazumdar, 

(10) Mr. Charles Edward Clarke, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 14th August, 194(1, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill| 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, 
194G, be taken into consideration. 
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Sir, this is a vei^^ simple Bill and it has "been enacted only for conti- 
nuing the tribunals which are now" trying certain cases at the instance 
of the Government of India. Automatically the term of the tribunals wull 
come to an end on the 30th September this year; because the Ordinances 
by which these tribunals w'ere established w'ill cease to have effect on and 
[from the 1st October, L94G. As an emergen^^ case the Government of 
India had powers under section 102 o! the Government of India Act, 1935, 
to make provisions for tribunals of this nature but when the emergency 
is not there it is doubted wdiether these tribunals can continue to function 
legally. So in order to set the matter at rest it lias betui considered neces- 
sary that a legislative enactment be made, for legalising the coiitinuam'e 
of these courts. With this end in view this Bill has been brought to the 
Council and it only provides that those tribunals whicdi are now" trying 
the cases should continue to function until they dispose of the cases 
before them. 

With these words I move that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mri PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Special Tribunal 
(Continuance) Bill, 194(), be takim into consideration. 

There is one amendment to this Bill by Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 
but that amendment is out of order in view’ of the fact that he did not 
propose the inclusion in the Select Committee of the Minister in (diarge 
of the Department as it is jirovided for by rule 50(2) of the Bengal Legis- 
lative (h)uncil Procedure Kules. 

Now if anybody wanits to speak on the principle of the Bill he can do 
so. 

The Hofi’t)le Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of explana- 
tion, Sir, In the course of his observations on the Budget Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury referred to the Damodar Canal Projtad and said that the 
Government of Bengal spent about 7 crores on this project which is not a 
fact, I have here got a copy of the pro(*eedings in wdiich he has said so 
but that is not a fact. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. When the 
Budget debate is over long ago can the Budget 1 h‘ d(d)ated upon again 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that the Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, 1940, be t.aken into 
consideration. 

The motion w"as put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I understand. Sir, that Mr. Morgan w’ill not move hi.s amendm(*nt. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: His amendment relates to clause 1. We have not 
come to that stage yet. 

Now the House will take the consideration of the Bill clause by (danse. 
I Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. Mr. Morgan, are you moving your 
^ amendment 

Mr. G. MORGAN: I shall not move my amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
.stand part of the Bill. 

^ The question was put and agreinl to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! The qfUestio^^ before the Sijuse il» that clause 3 stand 
part ot the Bill. 

^ The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before, the House is* that the Title and 
Preamble be added to the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill as settled in the CouiK'il be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question before the House is that the Bengal. 
Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, ]94(), as settled in the Council be 
passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a matter of 
personal (‘xplanation, Sir. Mr. Ilamidul Huq Chowdhury just now stated 
that 1 tri(‘d to mislead the House and said that the Damodar Canal Project 
was being run at a loss. 1 actually meant not only the Damodar (^aual 
Project but other projects taken t<tgether. 1 have the jiroceedings of this 
House of that day before me in which 1 find that Mr. Hamidul Hug Chow- 
dhury stated that the (iovmnnient of Binigal ex])end about 7 (‘rores on tln‘ 
Damodar Canal project and they are all being run at a great loss. And 
on the basis of this statement Mr. Hamidul Hik] (^howdliury has found 
fault with us, and .said that L tried to mislead the House, whereas the fact 
is that we ai*e getting a return ot 12-2 per nut. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: i owe an explanation to the 
House and to the Hon’ble Ministm*. It the Hon'ble Minister reads the 
])roce(‘dings indejicndently of the jirevious simtence then h<' is jierhaps 
justified. But if he reters to the jirevious sentence he will find tliat it 
(diiarly shows that (jovernnnmCs irrigation ])rojects, the Dannular (huial 
project and other jirojtM'ts, ar(‘ Ixdiig run at a loss, and then 1 mentioned 
the total cost of irrigation at 7 crores and m> friend knows this very well. 
He wanti'd to ex}>lain away (fovernment’s inactivity and inconi})eteU(‘\ in 
this matter in this way 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Tliere should not be any debate on 
points of jiersonal explanation. 

The House* now stands adjourned till l-lo ]).ni. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-15 j).!!]. on Thursday, the 8th August, 
1940. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
7-8-4G: — 

(1) Mr. Abdul la-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(3) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Ellahi, 

((}) The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Oofran, 

(7) Maulana Md. Akruiii Khan, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(10) Mr*. Birendra Kishore Hoy Chowdhury, and 

(11) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 
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The C()^^tlL met in the JiUj^islative Chamber ot the Legislative 
building, Calcntta, on Thursday, the 8tli August, 194(1, at I-IT) p.m., being 
die eleventh day of (lie Lirst Session ot 194(1, pursuant to section 
)f the Government of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. J*resideut (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy ITiasad SiNiiii Hoy, k.( .i.e.) was 
n the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Excavation of a ship canal from Kidderpore to Diamond Harbour. 

58. Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will (he Hon'ble Ministiu- in 
diarge of the ]Je])ailmenl ot ( ’omnuuci', Labour and Industries be ])leased 
to state whetJjci' it is a tact that (lie Government ol Bengal an* cont<‘m})lat- 
mg to cut a sliip canal irom Knbhujmre to Diamond Jlarbouri^ If so, wliat 
vould be its length and what would be its breadth? 

(b) Is it a fact (hat in the plan it cuts through ricli rice-growing tracts 
if land of many village> within 2 LParganas ? How many villages and liow 
nany acres ol land would lx* alba led by the srhenie? What would Ik* the 
ipproxiniat(' ])o])ulatlon^ of thoa- villages? 

(r) Arc the (jov ('riimciit awaic that then* is strong and widespread 
ippreiiensiou in the public mind that this ,sclieme, if carried out, will do 
nore harm than good? 

(d) Do the Gov (‘Mimeiit juopox* to consider the desirahility of dro])])ing‘ 
he said scheme? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
\1inister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and 
Industries): (ni The Cahutt.i port Commissioners hava* under coiisidera- 
lion a })ro]i()sal to construct a shij» canal from tin* h(*ad oi the exisiing Docks 
io Diamond Harbour. Jt tin* ship canal is constnicicd, its length will 
lecessarilv be about milc'^. Its brcadlh has not yc't bi'eii finally 
lettled. 

(h) Plans Jiavc not been <’(»mph‘lcd and until Ihev arc, it will be 
mpossible to say what land will actually be needed amf how niaiyv iicopli* 
vill be reiiuired to vacate tlicir jirescnt icsidenccs. 

(c) Yes, and Gov(*inm(*n1 issued a lb(‘ss Note on the subject on the 4th 
lune, 194G. 

, (d) Even if the I’ort Commissioners dccidt* in favour of Un* jiioposal, 

!hey will not lie able to begin consti iiction until they receivi* (lie sanction 
)f the Government of India. Tin* Poit Commissioners, it is understood, will 
^ive the Bengal (lovernment full jiarticulars of any sclieme whicli they 
ulopt, and every as])ert can then he reviewed liy Government 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M ill the Hon hh* Minister bi* pleased to 
Itate when the Port Connnissioneis will give the Government of Beng-al 
'nil particulars (if the scheme? Will tin* Government of Bengal be 
ileased fo fake ])ub]ic opinion on it? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Governmenf of 
Bengal will take into consideration any opinion that may be expressed. 

23 
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'Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Will (Toveriimeul invite public opinion!" 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say off-band.^ 
Rut it it is expedient it will certainly take into consideration any piibliJ 
opinions that it will receive. " J 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will tlie lion’ble Minister be pleased tJ 

slate if the Port Comniissioners have already placed before the Govern- 
foent of Rental particulars about the plan whicli they want to carry oiit-^ i 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; No, Sir, they have not 
siihniitted any plan. 1 believe the idea about the present notification 
issued by the J’ort Commissioners is to freeze the land so that there will 
not 1)0 any speculation and the land will not go up in value. But 
(Joveriunent are not aware of any sedjeme of this subject. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not necessary for the Government of 

Ihuigal to examine the scheme ])efore the proposal of the I’ort Com- 

niissjoiKUs is finalised, I)ecause otherwise it would be too late for Govern- 
iiKMit to intervene. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. It will not 
be too la1(‘ bi'cause before they finally settle the scheme they will inform tin* 
Goverumeut of Pengal and tlie Governm(‘nt of Bengal wull have a voice in 
the matter. The scheme of the Port (.Commissioners is not yet finalised 
and is not ready. As soon as it is ?eady the Government of ffeni^al will be 
consulted and not only the Gov(*rnment (d Bengal but the GoveTument of 
India also. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not desirable that the Government of 
Bengal should be aware of the plan before it is finalised. 

Mr. PRESID9NT; I th ink h<‘ has answered that ({iiestion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: No, Sir. My (juestion is: — Does h(‘ not 
consider it necessary that the Government of Bengal should h(* apprised of 
tin* schemes of tin* Port (Commissioners before it is finalised. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sij', the sclH‘me has 

not been hn.alised and, as 1 have already .said, lu'fori* it is finalis(*d, this 
Government will be (*onsult(‘d. It is only preliminary ste])s tliat the 
P(»rt (Commissioners hav(‘ taken so that the valuation of iIk* land does not 
go u]) and the only intention of the Port Coinmissioners at this stage is to 
lre(‘ze the land. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; As you will have seen, Sir, it is entirely a 
<liffer(‘nt aJisw'cr. My (luestiori is — J)oes not the Tlon’ble Minister consider 
it nece.ssary that the Government of Bengal should know something of the 
schenn* before it is finalised? It is ({uite clear from his statement that the 
scheme has not yet been finalised. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. The 
scheme is now in an embryonic stage and as soon as it takes a definite^ 
shape 1 shall inform the honourable members about the details. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Hon’ble Minister says that the 
icheme is now in an eunbryonif* stage but do not the Government 'know how 
many villages and how many acres of land would be affected by this 
scheme? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; No. Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In view of the fact that Government 
Issued a press-note on the 4tli June 1946 regarding the scheme, did not the 
Government consider it necessary to ascertain how many villages and how 
many acres of land producing rice would be affected by this scheme? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI» Guvemment did 
make a reference but (xovernment realise that it was not possible for the 
Port Commissioners to j^ive the exact details with re^j^urd to the project. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister remember 
one fact while examining the plan when the pioject will come to them that 
this canal would cover a very ricli rice f^rowlng area? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: U()V(‘ninH‘nt will lake 
that matter into consideration. (Tovernnient art‘ awan* of the a^ntntion 
against the project and (lovernment know the implication of tin* ])mjeci 
that it would take awa> a conside?-able aiea of land from Hie cuhivation of 
toodgrains. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; K i< not a tact that a notification appeared in the 
CaJi'iiffa Gazette under se(“tion 4 of the Bengal Lo(‘al Sidf-Oovernmcnt Act 
that 18,000 a(‘res of land would la* ne(‘ded for this canal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not awar<* of it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr IHn, you are >up]»lying intoiination ratlu'r 
than asking* for information. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Tin* lIoiTbh* Minist(*r says that tin* plan is in its 
embryonic stagt'; so he (lot*s not know* how many ])lois li.ave Ix'cn selerdcd, 
how much of the ari*a w*ould be affected and so on and so forth Hut in 
that notification the difb'ient jilots w’er(* giv(‘n in tin* iilan and thosi* iilaiis 
are available for inspection also in tin* office* of the !J4-Parganas Land 
Acquisition Collector. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Tin idea of tin* noti- 
fi(‘-ation now* is to fre(‘Z(' the* lands, but it may be that all the pilots w*ill not 
be necessary for the proje*ct. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, ii is our e^ierieiice* that ve*ry oft(*n 
difficulty arises be*e-ause‘ wh(*n one particular Hem’ble* Ministe*r is alise'iil 
some either HoiTble Minister tries to answer feir him and we* cannot. e\])e*cl 
the Hon’ble Ministe*!* wlio rep1ie*s for the abseiite*e to lx* w(*ll (*onve‘rsant 
w*ith the (|ue\stion. In the* pre^ent case the TTon’ble* the Finance Minister 
who has so gallantly taken upon himself the task eif irjdying the (|uestion 
is unable to aiiswei* all the sup])le'mentary (iu(*sti()ns 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Hut I have* 
answered 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: T am ind yiedding, so it is liette*!' tliat tin* 
Hon’ble Minisier take liis seat Now^ Sir, we are not satisfied with all 
his answ'crs. (The Hon’ble Finance ^linister stoeid up to answa*!*.) It is a 
question of privilege and I think he should tak(* his .seat. You have held 
more than once in this House and vou have yours(*lf eomp(*lled tin* 
unwdlling and recaleifrant Ministers in the past to conn* to this House and 
answer the questions standing in their name. Whene\(*r you yoursidf took 
action it wms effective. I would, thcT’chm*, ajipeal fo you to see that this 
sort of affair is not repeated again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Honlile Mini ster.s should be present to reply 
to the (juestions but there is nothing to prevent an Hon Till* Minister from 
replying on behalf of one of his <*olleagues, provided, however, that the 
Hon’hle Ministe]' who undertakes the responsibility is in a position to 
reply to the (juestion as fully as tin* Minister in chargi* of the De])artment 
is expected to do. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, T am aware of 
the details of the inaHer because if came up to me and theje was a 
refereiice from tin* Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corporation 
protesting against the .scheme. From my department there was a 
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reference to the Fort Commissioners. I have gone through the hie. I 
dealt with certain iiiattera which were eoiiiiected with the proposed project. 
So I am aware of the developmeiit.s in the Ih)rt Commissioners’ proposal 
and whatever information I have ^-iven I liave given from definite 
knowledge tliat 1 possess. 

Evictions at Char Noapara. 

59. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (o; Wil] (he Hon’ide Minister in 
charge of the Department of Land and Land Hevmiue ])e ])leased to state 
whether the (Government will piil)li.sli in full without delay the Report of the 
Divisional ( ommissioner legaiding what is known as “Pakisthanization of 
('har Noai)ara” in the district of Nadia I*' 

(h) If not, IS it due to (lie lad that (he (nil ie])ort, if pu})lished, will 
support the alh‘gation that lands which were jn posstvssion of Hindu tenants 
r)f Chai‘ No.ipaia were taken awa\ und(‘r oiders of tin* Collector without ii 
valid and piojxu' deciee from the Civil Couil and <;iven to the Moslem 
tenants 

(c) was no at(em])t imide to givt‘ tin* /////^ mdh/fl lands in settlement 

to the Hindu tenants? Wh,\ wen‘ Moslems thou^^ht of and hrought from 
distant Kustia to ingraft them into Char Noapara? Ts it not a fact that ('liar 
Noapara is mostly inhahitiMl hy th«‘ Hindus? Were tlime any Moslem 
tenants in Cliai' Noapara? AVere an\' lands sidtled with them? Why were 
Moslems of Cha?' Noapara not jUidiM red to Moslems tioni Last Thuigal ? 

{d ) What is the iiaim* of the Suhdi\i.sional OtticiM within whose jurisdic- 
tion Char Noajiara lies and what is the nann* of the' District Magistrate of 
Nadia ? 

(c) How nian\ ciiminal cases were hioughi againsi lln^ tenants claiming 
the Char Noapara disputed lands? Have th(‘\ Ixam withilrawn? If not, 
why not ? 

(/ ) How' have til (lovei nuient at piesent s«*| I led 1 h<‘ d isjiut ed Char Noapani 
lands ? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND and LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain: (r/) 
(jovi'rnnient is not awaiit* of an\ such thing as “ Pakist hanization of (diar 
Noajiaia”. Thci'c was however some (juestiim about siUt lenient of (Govern- 
ment /7o/s' land at Char Noa])ara. The Commissioner, J’residency Division, 
enquired into (he matter in the ])resence id' all parties conceined. His 
I'ejiort has already been published and is on sale. A co])y of the report is 
laid in the Tdbrary. 

{h) Do(‘s not arise. 

(c) No s(‘tt lenient was made on communal basis. Shelter had to be found 
foi* the hoimdess /•////.< /luihol tenants <»f the diluvial ed ('liar (lolapnagar in 
Kushtia subdivision. It was an accident that the\ hajipened to be Moslems. 
Commissioiim's re])ort will tui'iiish full information. 

{(h Sululivisional Officer Mi'. A . A. Khan 
Di‘'trict Magistiate— Mr. A. AI. Nasiriiddin. 

(e) Sevt'ii cases of tresjiass were started of which b were withdrawn as the 
parties took settlement on payment of .saloinl or vacated the lands after pay- 
ment of ])roper compensation. The remaining case, in respect of which the 
])arty filed a pidition before the Sessions Judge, is still jiending. 

(/) Action is being taken by the local officers on the lines indicated in the 
( 'ommissioner's report. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of feb is ]iavment of 
nfter the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act legal or valid? 



1946.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


217 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUOOIN H08AIN: 

Yes, it is for first settleiiieiit. It is the preiiiiuin iit the time of first settle- 
liient. It is not a transfer fee. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if, in view of the fact tliat seM-ral eases wei(‘ fileil against these 
persons, the Governnieiit considered them as trespas^('r<r 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Well, they were considered trespassers and that is why cases were Hied 
against tlieni. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: And attinwards I'cjiciitcd ami settled 
with f) out of 7 of them. 

The Hon’bic Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Who says soy Aiiswao* (c) ideal 1> sa\s “Scmmi cases of tri'spass wen* staited 
of wdiiih () well' withdrawn as the parties took sctllcniiMil on pa\ - 
ment of sahnm oi vacated tin* lands after ))a>incnt nl piopei coin])(‘nsa- 
tion”. In () cas(‘s they look sidtlenicnt on pa\nicnt ol saUnni oi‘ vacated 
the lands after jiayinent of ])roper compensation. Tin* ti; 4 Uje (i covi^rs both 
the categories. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Will the llonble 

Ministi'r hi* pleased to slate the name oi the ( 'oni ni is'^ionci who Indd the 
emiiiiry ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think Mr Piiinell. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How many ol them took settlement of 
hind y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

f want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How manv Nacalial tfe- lands;^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

1 want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ibm'blc .Mmislm be pleased 
to state what is tin* pi'tition b(*foi(‘ the Session> Jiid^e about y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I cannot * 4 'ive the details Tliat is in conn(*ction with tin* <rnMinal cas(‘. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE. Khan Bahadur: H. ierrin^ to tin 

first item, namely, ‘Thikisthanization of (diar Noapara” niav I ask whether the 
ETon’ble Minister is aware of tin* ia‘‘t that in the district d \adia ()•» to 
64 per cent, of the ^fiislim ]) 0 ])iilat ion is in the rural ar<*asy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, in the region of (>‘» to 64 per cent. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Is tin Ilonbh 

Minister awaire of the fact that on account of the riveiine (diameter of the 
district, from time to time, a lar^n* number of pcojfle ot llastmn Hengal 
settle in different parts of the Xadia District? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes. 

Mr. ABDULLAH. AL-MAHMUO: With regard to (() is it not a fact 
that Char Noapara is mo.stly inhahited h\ Hindus and do tin* Government 
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coiiHidei’ i1 <lesiiabl(" to issue instructions to the District Officer or issue a 
circular from the Ooverument here to name tlie village as Hindusthan 
village? (f>aughter from Muslim League Benches.) 

(No reply.) 

Mr^ ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD : Sir, my (piestioii has not been 
answered. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 think no re])ly is m'c.eHsary. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: With leference to (/;, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether tin; direction of tin* ronimissioncr lias b(‘en 
not to setth* the land in Idocks 0 and ]) in his report and not to settle the 
land with any new-comer but to await a decision unchu' section 8()A of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Evidently tln^ honourabb' member Knows more than I do. He seems to 
have seen the rejiori as h(‘ knows the blocks C, D, and A, and B of t)i(‘ 
report. In that ease* In* should not ask for further information from me. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: May I know whctlim' the HonTde 
Minister himself has read the report? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, T liav(' read the icport, but do not remember it. 

Khan Bahadur GYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon hi e Minister 
please state wlndher there was any ap])eal or represimtation against the 
(onjuiry held by the Divisional Commissioner? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 do not remember. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, the next (piestion stands in the name of the Hon ’bio Mr. Abdul Gofran 
uho has now gone to Delhi, and thi‘n‘for(‘ may be ln*ld over till his return. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Ma\ 1 ask if it is not possible for Oovera- 
ment to oliviate th(‘ abs(‘nci‘ of the Hon’ble Minister? There were two 
questions down for answ(M in the name of this Hon’ble Mini.ster yesterday 
but he was not available for aiisweiiiiL! them and thert* is also one 
today. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: AVill you jdt'ast' sjieak u]>. Mr. Morgan? 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: I w’Us saying that there were two (piestions 
down on the (piestion jiaper for answer by Mr. Got ran yesterday but as he 

was not ])res(mt tlu'v could not In* answered. And w(‘ do not know' when 

they are going to come up again. There is no reason at all why Govern- 
ment should not be able to put u]» some one to answer such questions. 

They are printed on the jiaper and the Secretariat is in possession of all the 
facts and an\ Minister can givt* «>ut all those facts, if necessary 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is tor an Hon’ble Minister to decide wdiether 
he would answei’ any question on behalf of liis colleague or whether a ques- 
tion should be answered h\ the Minister liimself who is ('oiicerned. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I make a humble suggestion in this 
connection. Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Please let me hear the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
House first. 
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The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08A1N: 

Sir, just now one question \va.> attempted to be ans^\el•ed bv anoilier 
Minister but the House eommented on it saviji»- llial tbeN would probably 
get luller inlonnation li llie .Mimstei in eliarge were in the Houst‘. 
Also there is one seetion in this House tl':U seems to llnnk that an;s otiier 
Minister could as well answer the (luestion, >a\ mg tbat. “it was easy to 
read out here what is \ifeiitten in the answer", ‘it may be eas\ to do so, 
but it may not be eas\ for him to answer sup))]ement.ir> (piestions. 

Mti PRESIDENTi 1 think il an\ otlnu' MiniNter wants to aiiswiU’ anv 
question on behalt of liis colleague he is expected to stud\ the tile and 
come prepared so that there may not be an\ ditlnull\ in' answering the 
supplementary questions. ‘ 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIRs May I make a submission The lorniei' 
jiioeedure might be followed oi selecting certain days loi e(‘itain typv\s ol 
(piestioiis. All the Ministers cannot pm-hajis atliuid the House on all (bus; 
therefore they may come on certain da>s in tin* wet'k. Imo- instance, ijiies- 
tions regarding the llonn^ Department, or tlu' CimI Siij)[)lies Department, 
etc., may be put down on iiartieular days nt the week. Jdiis would lioth 
relieve the Minister from the neei'ssily ol at lending the ll(»us(* da il\ and 
also giving the House an ojiportunity of linding out all the tacts. I'l that 
procedure is followml, 1 think, it will 1 h‘ helptul to tin* (loveiniin'iil as widl 
as to all the memliers of this House. 

Mfi PRESIDENT* lhat syst.(*m w.l^ tinai but it did not woi'k \’erv 
satisfactorily. If a (piestion is not answauiMl within a I'ertain dat(* it 
becomes overdue. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIRS May I maki' a hiimbh* submission again P 
So far as the question of ovm’duene.ss is eoiieerned, you know, Sir,^that 
(questions as a matter of fact an* outstanding simt' that is mi rely not 

a sign that (pu'stions are answered in projier time. Theretore, if tijis 
arrangement is madi' that a (‘crtain day in the we(‘k should be fixml tor a 
particiilai depaitment, then it may imjuovi* matters, ol course, no altera- 
tion in the ]jeiiod ol time is reijuired. 

Mr, PRESIDENT* Since and today thi'To weie \ at ions incidents 
for which (luestioiis could not be answcied and 1 ilo not think that the 
present Ministry can be Indd lesjxmsible for the delay that occuriml during 
this jieriod, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (jovernment as a whole is i’esj)on;dble 
though not the jiresent Ministry. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; II an Hon’ble Ministm canmd In* pieseiit 
on a particular day then why are Ins questions printml for that dayp They 
may inform the Jbesident’s department that th(‘y will not be abb* to attend 
on a particular day, so that this waste of jniblic money may b(* prevented. 

I do not of course mean accidental absence but aliseticc vvhich had bceii 
foreseen . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That i.s a very helpful suggestion. If tin? HoiTble 
Minister who has left for Dehli had notified this ioci to the (hmncil 

Department, then this (piestion would not have ajipearerl on today’s 

agenda. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sir, could not 
there be a compromise between what Mr. Humayun Kabir has suggested 
and what you have saidP If, for example, a eerfain date is fixed for a 
certain question and the HoiThle Minister makes it a point fo a fiend the 
House on that day to answ'er liis question it would save a lot of Hon’ble 

Minister’s time and the time of the Hou.se, because in that case the Hon’ble 

Minister need only attend the Council for half an hour or so to answer his 
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iiuewtioij. if I he Minister is absent it should be possible for him to 

answer the quest ion a I the earli(‘sl ])os.sible o])portunity in later weeks and 
the House will ajqneciate if there is not much delay in answering the ques- 
tion. Everybody will then know that the Hou’ble Minister wull answer the 
question that is on the agenda on a da,\ . At the same time if an exigency 
necessitates a Minister to be absent, say, on Monda\, it will be aiipreciated 
if that (juestion is [iiit on the agenda lor the next Monday and the Minister 
tries his level best to attend the House on that day. This eonvention can 
only be worked if the absence is not to be taken as absence Iroin the House 
only but really pliysic.al absence from the firovinet*. If he is here he 
should nrake every (dfoit to ibi* present foi* answering his (luestiou. In the 
Central (jovernment this system is lol lowed and on the day a Member has 
to answer a (pnvstion he always tries his best to be jiresent. So, I think, 
Sir, you ('an find some sort, of comjiromise Inue also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 may tell >ou and the House that this system was 
introduced heie but it was found that sonn* ol the Ministers did not tuiii 
up on the date fixed for their aiiswaus— — 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: You have got 
enough powau to sec* that th(*y are j>r(*sent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In case a Minister is leaving ('aleutta, it is his 
duty to inform the ('ouncil Depart mc'iit that he is gcung out and his cpies- 
tion or questions should not lie j)lacc*d on the* ag(*nda till his r(*tinn. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL-MAHMUD: It Mr. liacim s siigg'C'sl ion is aecejited 
then a question will be answeied il i( i.s lablt*(l but il it is not answ’ered 
fresh copic's ol the* ciuestion ma\ be* supj)li(*d to the* meml)(*rs on the nc'xt 

day w'h(*n il will be* aiisweic'd a^ the* m(*mbi‘is do nol like* to jiick out 

(juestions ironi the bundle* ol edd (iU(*stions. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: In case a parti- 
cular cpiesiion plaec'd on the agc'iida could nol be* aiiswc'ied b\ the Minister, 
either the c[Uc*stic)n will nol be* piintc*cl oi' it it is jiiinlc'c! it should be 
reprinted loi the* next da> w hc*n it will be* answc'rc*d 

Mr. PRESIDENT: VVt*ll, we* have* had to give iij) the jnac'tice of 

rejirinting on account ol shortage oi pa])c*r. Of cauirsc*, now that theie is 
not so much shortage I think that jirac'ticc* c-aii be* revi\c*d (luc'stions over. 

Adjournment Motion. 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. amendments in 
connection with the ('attic* 'rrc‘s]>ass (iU*ngal Amendment) Jiill, HJIG 

Mr. HARIDAS MAdUMDAR: Sii, about m\ acljoui nim'iit motion the 
IToiTbb* Einance Minister jnomised to make a statemc*nt today. M ay 1 
know wlien he is going to make the statement? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 have spoken to 
him already that 1 will make the statement either on the next day or on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think you should give a definite date*. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; AVill Tuesday next 
suit you? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: It is better to liave it on Wednesday. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All right. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, after that adjournment motion ia 
disposed of, I think my adjournment motion will be considered. 
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Amendments to Official Bills. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, as regards the 
three Bills, namely, (1) the Cattle Trespass Jlengal Amendment) Bill, 
1946, (2) the Bengal Dentists (Amendment V Bill, JfDtl, and (6) the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Association (Recognition) Amendment Bill, 1946, 
when are you going to fix the time for the receipt of amendments to tlnvse 
Bills? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are not meeting on Monday. So, I would 
suggest that tlie amendments to the motions that the Bills he taken into 
consideration and on the clauses of the Bills should he sent hv d p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

The Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 heg to move 
that the Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946, as passed hy tin' Assembly, 
be taken into consideration. This i^ a very sim])le Bill and it does not 
either ])ropose to increase the existing rate of tax, nor does it imi)ose any 
new tax. The object of this Bill F only to allow to continue for amdher 
year the lollowing taxes at the rate ot lo per cent., namely, the Totalisator 
Tax, leviable under section 15 oi the Bengal Amusement Tax Act, 1922, 
and tin* Betting Tu.x, leviable under s(‘(‘tion IS of tin* said Act Oi'igin‘\lly 
the rate was 4 percent., sub.secpiently it was laised to 16 per cent, anil 
last year it was again raided to 15 j)er cent., ami this was given (‘llect to by 
a Govfrnor’s Bill whicli expin*d on lOtli July, 1946. In vii'w of tin* iact 
that the I>egislature was not sitting at that tijiie this was kept alive by an 
OrdinaiU'e and wln'ii we have met w(‘ want to con veil that Grdinain'e into 
a legislative enactnn'iit. We Inne a huge deficit and it is nol possible at 
this junctur(‘ to reduce the rate ol this tax. I hope the House will agree 
to it and conclude tlie business within a few minut(*s and thus we couM go 
home earlier today. - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved : Thai tin* Bengal lMnanc(‘ (extend- 
ing) Bill, 1946, as ])assed by the Assembly, la* takeji into (‘onsideration. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, tin* Hon’bh* the I'inauce ^l^i]st(*l’ ])]‘opos(‘s to 
increase the Betting and the Totali^atoi 4\i.\ — 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AO, the Bill is not to 
increase the tax. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Oh, I am sorry. However, lie should have* increas- 
ed the rate. My suggestion is that In* should increase the lax. The 
Government of Bombay have asked Rs. 25 lakhs from tin* Tuif f'lnh and 
so why we should not get something irom oiir ]{o\al Faleiitla Turf Club. 

I do not know if the Hou’ble Minister is a raee-goei-. Jh* might la* one ot 
them. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Mr. Binn Roy 
rose to oppose the motion. He wanted to (»ppose tlie increase. But when 
he found that T was not jiroposiiig to increase tin* tax, he jiropo'.es an 
increase. (Mr. Biren Roy: By no nieans. I (lid not ojipose the motion.) 
We shall welcome such form of taxation hy which wc* eonld juit tin* burden 
on those who can afford to jiay for the benefit of the Provincial Kxeliecpier, 
in other words for the beneht of tin* poor. Certainly we should lx* earetnl 
in levying taxes to see that the burden does not fall on tin* poor, as far a** 
])ossible. But in this case it is very diitieult to enliancf* the existing laie 
of tax simply for the reason that if we do it we may go hevond the limit 
when it may become uneconomic, in the sense that we may not get the 
same return as we get now. There is another danger and that danger is 
that there is every likelihood of the underground jnivati* book-makers 
increasing. At present betting is controlled and is limited to the premises 
of the Royal Calcutta Turf Club. Of course, as honourable members know, 
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it is an open secret that there are some bookies doing business in private 
but that is illegal but if we increase the rate of taxation to a higher level 
then there is the danger that this kind of illegal bookmakers will have a 
roaring trade and will encourage persons to go to private bookmakers by 
doing which they will avoid paying this tax. Under these circumstances 
Ml*. Biren Koy, who is an expert on the subject, will perhaps realize that 
it is not possible to go beyond this limit at this sta«e. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, I have a tew observations to 
make on the Finance Bill. Sir, on principle I think the Muslim League 
Ministry should not go in tor any kind of taxes or impose any tax whether 
it be on gambling or on betting or whatever it might be. Other provinces 
are trying to dry up their provinces in order to eradicate the evil of drink- 
ing. The otlier day I read in the new’spaper columns something about 
Madras. Madras has already taken up the scheme of prohibition. I 
cite an instance. There a betting association wanted permission from the 
Government to continue their normal activities. Normally the Association 
used to pay lls. 15 as licema' fee. The Government on ])rinci}>le wanted to 
stop it altogether. But betore doing so th(‘y have given a short notice to 
wind up tkeir activities and for this period they have realised a consoli- 
dated tax of Its. d7,000 and accorded only tem})orary permission. All the 
same they are on the lookout to drive aw^ay all the evils from the province. 
When the habit is evil we should not base our argument on the fact that 
the tax is payable only by the rich and it wull not affect the poor. This 
being a Muslim J league Ministry, on ethical and moral grounds they should 
see that these evils w’hich are the causes of ruin from top to bottom do not 
exist in the society and are put an end to once and for all. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I say a few words, Sir? My 
friend over there has made a suggestion which I would like to support, 
and that suggestion is that this gambling should be abolished altogether. 
I do not agree with Ihe Finance Minister when he said that it is a tax only 
for the rich. 1 know, Sir, there are very many peo])le of the poorer section 
>vho frequent racc-courses and they spend whatever they have. Tf by lacies 
some are benefited surely others are ruined and that is not a desirable state 
of affairs. Government should not look to races as one of their means of 
existence*, bec-ause the habit is bad. This is supposed to be a popular 
Ministry and leaving aside retrenchment and other sources of income they 
go in for tax on gambling. It is only an indolent set of people wdio go out 
for racing and this gambling habit should be abolished. So T shall wdiole- 
heartedly su])poi-t my friend over there. If Government want more money 
they must try and exj»lore other avenues of income for their existence. 
With these few words, Sir, 1 would like to oppose the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Two honourable 
members have raised a very important point which, strictly speaking, is 
not relevant now. They have raised the issue that gambling and betting 
should be abolished altogether. Whatever may be my personal opinion I 
would like to ])oint out to the members of this House that there are two 
echools of thought on the subject. The one is that the instinct of gambling 
is inherent in human beings and therefore it is impossible to stamp out 
gambling and if attempts to stamp out are made the net result will be that 
gambling will become more widespread and will go on from underground. 
The other school of thought is that if gambling cannot be completely 
stamped out then it is better to control it in such a manner that it is not 
resorted to by the general piiblic and especially by the poor among them 
because the tax levied thereon takes gambling beyond their reach. So, 
there are two schools of thought in this matter. America experimented 
w’ith the policy of prohibition ; they tried to stop this evil of drinking 
but they w’ere not successful because they found that there was so 
much trafficking in illicit liquor, there was so much boot-legging, that 
it brought all sorts of evil and crime into the country, so that the American 
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Government had to come back to the status quo ante. I do net want to go 
into controversy over this question but I may assert that the present pro- 
posal has nothing to do with these things, the present proposal is leally 
to keep the existing rate going; the proposal is not to increase it. But 
we cannot afford to lose the tax altogether. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I want to add a few ’s\ords on this 
matter. I would never have intervened in this debate but for the observa- 
tions of the Hon’ble Finance Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I may tell the Finance Minister that he will have 
no right of reply; he has spoken more than once. 

TKe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Why shall I be 
deprived of the right of replying to the debate, 8ir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why did you not wait tor the debate to finish!^ 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA; The llon’ble Finance Minister is behaving 
exactly like little children in a debating (dub. He is always on liis legs. 
Let him wait ])atieutly. ^The Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur Moiiammkd Ara : 
But I did wait, and thought that nobody else would speak'. Mr. Mohammed 
Ali obseryes that the instinct of gambling is there in all luiman nature and 
cannot be stamped out. It is therefore wi.se, he says, that some restriction 
should be imposed on this instinct. But, Sir, from the lil)s of a ^Iiissalmaii 
I never dreamt of listening to such remarks. Sir, fourteen hundred years 
ago,— 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; On a j)oint of jiersonal 
explanation, Sir. • 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: I am not going to yield. As I was say- 
ing, Sir, I was not prepared to listen to su(di remarks ironi the lips ot'a 
Mussulman. Fourteen hundred years ago our Prophet not merely mado 
the country dry, but made it impossible for any Mussulman all over the 
world to resort to drinking, gambling or any games of chance. Sir, in the 
very language of the Quoran it has been emphatically enjoined on MussaL 
mans that under no circumstances should any Mussulman indulge in 
gambling and things like that which lead to the (lisru])tion of society or 
destruction of its economic structure in any way. My friends from Ihis 
side f)f ihe House have very rightly observed that, gamiding not only leads 
to ruination of the richer sections of the community but also filters down 
to the masses and affects them. Sir, the Congress Governments of Bombay 
and Madras have succeded in abolishing even drinking. So there is no 
reason why the Government of Bengal should not try to stain]) out gambling 
W’hich is responsible for so many miseries and ills of life. That is the 
point I want to stress. That is the position that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister should take up consistent with his profession that he is here not 
to increase the rate of betting tax; but what is mosi im])ortant 
is that he should try to eradicate it for all time. Sir, sufficient unlo tho 
day is the evil thereof. We are already suffering from many ills and 
disabilities of life in various directions. It is therefore time* that the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal, if it has got the interest.s of the people at heart, came 
forward with s(diemes of reconstruction conducive to tho welfare of the 
people so that the evils attending every sphere of life might la* eradicated 
in no time. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I am afraid the previous speaker did not (luite under- 
stand me. I only said that there were two different schools oi thought in 
this matter and I wanted to explain the view's of the two different schools of 
thought. I did not give my own views. 1 made it quite clear that what- 
ever might be my own views, there were two schools of thought and I had 
just ex^ained wnat those views were. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946, be taken into cMisideration. 

(Tlie question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part ot the Bill. 

The question ])el()re tlie House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The title and preamble be added to the Bill. 

Tbe ((uestion before the House is that the title and preamble be ad<led 
to tbt* Bill. 

(The (jU(‘s1iou was put and agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I beg to move that 
tbe Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946, as settled in the Council be 
passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question bcdoie the House is that the Bengal 
Finance (J^iXtending) Bill, 1946, as settled in the Council be passed. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Saived M uazzamuddin Hosain, we have receiv- 
ed no message regaiding the ^fotoi’ Spirit Sales Tax Bill. So it cannot be 
taken up on Monday. There will, therefore, be no sitting on Monday. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Then, Sir, tlie next sitting will be on Tuesday next. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 1 umleistaml that the eb'ction ot the DcjuiIn 
Pn^sident will take place on Tuesday. In that case the Motor Spirit Sales 
Tux Bill cannot be taken up on that da\ unless there is time after the 
(dection (if the Deputy President. I will adjourn the House now. 

The Council stands adjourned till 1-15 p.m., on Tuesday, the 13th August 
1946. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-1") ]).m. on Tuesday, the 13th August, 
1946. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent troni the meeting held on the Sth 
Augu.st, 1946: — 

(1) Mr. Sultauuddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Ji. P. S. Bourne, 

(3) Mr. Kamiiii Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Eazal lAlahi, 

(5) The Ilou’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Hof ran, 

(G) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khau, 

(7) Mr. Byed Abdul Majid, 

6S) Mr. Nagendra Xatli Molialanobish, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(10) Mr. Bireudra Kishore Eoy Chowdhury, 

(11) Mr. F. C. J. Bteuart, and 

(12) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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ochuaL LEaSLATlVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 194S— N^. 12. 


The CouNcii- met lu the Lej^islative ('liamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, ou Tuesday, the Idtli August, 1940, at l-lh p.m., being the 12tli 
day of the First Session oi 1946, pursuant to seetion ()2(2)(a) of the (lovern- 
merit of India Act, 19 - 10 . 

Mr. President (the llon'ble Sir Buoy I*h\sai) Sinuu Roy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in tlie L^hair. 

Oath of members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Any member who has not yet token his oath undei 
seetion Cm of ilie (lovernmenl of India Act, uia\ now do so. 

Tlie following member t(H>k his oath: — 

Mr. Syed Abdul Ma.jhl. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, as the (9iiet 
Minister is not here his (jue^tions may be held over. Bui I can answer 
question No. 92. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sir, it is noi a 

question of one Ministf'r an.swenn» on behalf ol -another. We {am as well 
read out the aiiswer.s ourselve.s. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 know this o-\e«n 

plan and I can answer the rpiestion as well as the sup{)lementiarieN. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: If that is so, ihe 

Hon’ble Minister should have sUiod up immedi^iteh the question was put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: J have pointed out over and over again to the llon’ble 
Alinisters that theie is nothing to prevent one Hon’ble Minister repl\ing to 
a question on behait of his i'olleagues jirovided he comes [irejuinal to answei- 
the supplementary qiie.stions. Aloreover, the House at least expects this 
much courtesy that the Hon ’hie Ministers should he at their seats to reply 
to the questions standing in their names. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, was not there a principle adopted 
that if an Hon’ble Minister, in w'hose name there is a question to be answ{T- 
ed, is absent his question would be held over? Some sort of principle musi 
be adopted, Eithei ihe Minister concerned should be ])r(^sent in the House 
and answer the (juestioiis that come up on a particular day and which con- 
cern him, or tliey should be held over in case the Minister concerned is not 
pre.sent in the House on the particular day. Whether another Hon’ble 
Alinister has come prepared or not, that does not matter. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: A"ou have not enunciated any new principle. The 
system you are suggesting is an old one and is followed. An Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of a Department is expected to answer the questions 
standing in his name on the days allotted. If he is unavoidably absent then 
any hon’ble colleague of his can take upon hialwelf the responsibility of 
answering that question provided he oomea thoroughly prepared for it, 

26 
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Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: What I said a 
little while ago was perhaps not heard liy you. What 1 meant to say was 
this. Supposing, Sir, you put question No. 61 wliich has to be answered by 
» particular Minister, and if that particular Minister happens to be absent 
from the House, and if some other Minister is prepared to answer that 
question on the absent Minister’s belialf, the procedure that is followed by 
the latter in that case is that he iinmeduitely rises in his seat and takes 
your permission saying. “May 1 answer this question on such and such 
Minister’s behalf This is the procedure that i know of. Then of course 
it is for you to permit him and it is also for the House, in case the supple- 
mentaries are not satisfactorily, or could not be at all, answered by the 
substitute Minister, to have their sa> in the matter. But as I said, what 1 
objected to when the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali came forward to answer 
a question on a particular Minister’s behalf was because the question had 
already been held over on account of the Minister’s absence and his offer to 
rejjly came much too late. The correct ])roeedure was that as soon as the 
question was put by the President he should have got up in bis seat and 
sought the President’s permission to act on another Minister’s belialf. This 
is what 1 suggested. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At that moment I 
expected that the (diief Minister who is t-o answer the question was arriving 
at the right time 4ind would be able to answer the (piestion himself. So 1 
allowed some time to pass so that he could (x)me uj) in the meantime, this 
intervening time being hiken up by other questions not concerning tlie Chief 
Minister. As he has not turned up as yet, 1 come fonvard, Sir, and I sliall 
be able U) answer (Questions Nos. 62 and (>4. 


Professor Santi Sudha Ghosh, M.A. 

62. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the llon’ble Minister in charge 
ot the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that Professor Santi Sudha (ihosh, m.a., as Eshan 

Scholar of the (’alcutta University, was a security prisoner for 
some time ; 

(b) if it is a faet that sh(‘ ha^ now been released uneonditioMally ; 

(r) if it is a faet that slu* has not been allowed to lejoin the Hi'ojomolion 
(^ollege, Ihirisal, resulting in lier- ju’aetical unemployment; and 

{(/) if the reply to part (r) is in the affirmative, wliat arrangements the 
(}{)vei’nmcnt propose to make as regards her maintenance, as she 
is being deprived of her ostensible means of livelihood r 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Home Department): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(r) and (d) I understand that the ban on Miss Santi Sudha Ghosh’s re- 
(unidoyment has already been lifted aud in ivoint of faet she is now working 
as a Professor of tliat college. 

Special measures for the welfare and uplift of the villagers in Bengal. 

64. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) AVill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
(<hief Minister’s Department be pleased to state what special measures have 
alre^idy been taken and are also contemplated to be taken by the Government 
of Bengal for the w’elfare and uplift of the villagers with a view to raising 
the general standaid of living in Bengali 

(h) If »o, what are they!" 

(<j) If not why not? 



1946 .] 


ARBEST OF MEMBER OF LEGISLATURE. 


227 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Chief Minister’s Department); (a) The honourable 

is referred to the Five-Year Plan which has a markedly rural bias 
and been conceived to attack the problems of welfare and uplift over the 
broadest possible front. 

scope of the plan will he apjKireiit fixun the printed preliminary 
draft which has been laid in the Ijihrarv and the revised publication whicli 
IS under compilation. The immediate scope of the interim portion of the 
Plan and of other measures hein^* undertaken will he more ap|uirent when 
the consequential plan of operations, district by district, which is under 
preparation can be made available. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIlUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Is it possible for 
the members to o-et a cxipv of this printed preliminary draft of the plan? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question was 
considered by CT()V(Minnent ami (hen it w'as felt that as this had hec-onif' out- 
of-date and as we are revising tlie pkin, it would not he wdse to distribute 
this plan wdiicdi wdll he out-of-date very shortly. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur; When mn the 
members expect to he supplied with a copv of the revised plan? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; As s^kui as the copies 
are printed. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: When? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 (annot ^ive a tar^^et 
date but I can assure the honourable ineinher that it is hein^i' expedited and 
it is hoped that it wdll he in their hands very S'lKin. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Are the plans 
drawn up district by district oi* is it only the ^^feneral one? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Only the j^eiieral on<‘. 
District by district jilan will take some time 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I am anxious and 
I ho])e the Hon’ble Minister is likewise anxious about the welfare and uplift 
of the masses and that is w h\ I snoo(.st(‘d m my bmlp-et speech to the 
Hon’ble Minister to have idiarts of districts before him so that he could 
wat(di the jiro^’iess of em h distiict at a cdance 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The district plans for 
the interim jMirtion of the plan are there ami when T am taking district bv 
district population the scheme T am talking of is the whole comprehensive 
programme for develojiment of the juovince as a whole. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, I have an adjournment motion 
standing in my name. May 1 move it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You know' there is already another adjournment 
motion standing in your name Till that is di.sposed of, other adjournment 
motions cannot be taken up. 

Arrest of a member of the L^islature. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Then, Sir, T rise on a Point of Privilege. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is that about? 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAifUMDAR: The jwint is that the arrest and deten- 
tion of a member of the Legislature within the precincts of the Legislative 
Buildings without warrant from a oompetent court of jurisdiction is a breach 
and infringement of the privileges of a member of a Chamber of the Legis- 
lature. That is the point, Sir. On the 6th instant, I mean on Tuesday last, 
as you know, there was a nasty incident within the compound of the Bengal 
Legislative Buildings in which a member of the Bengal Legislature was 
arrested by a Deputy Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, inside the outer 
precincts of the House and was not allowed to approach the Hon’ble Speaker 
or the Hon’ble President who aie the custodians of the rights and privileges 
of the members of the Legishiture. It is not necessary for me to go into 
the particulars of the incident or the highhandedness or into the outrageous 
conduct of the puffed-up oflScer whose statement was pointedly declared to 
be a lie by the Hon ’hie Speaker of the other House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Majumdar, you must not refer 
to the presiding officer of the House, or to a member of that House. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: As a matter of fact, if I cannot utilise 
that fact for my purpose 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (^an 
a n incident I hat t<M)k phice in another House be made the subject matter of a 
discussion here as a matter affecting the privileges of this House? 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOZA: Sir, cannot an incident which t/ook place 
in another House but within the precincts and compounds of the same build- 
ing be taken cxignirance of in this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ordei. The point is that you will have to 
show that I he privileges of a member of this House have been infringed. You 
must confine your observations to that The other House is (juite competenf 
to look after its own privilege. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, if the rights and privileges of a 
member of the Legislature are infringed, irrespective of the Chamber, T 
think I am within my rights in referring to it in this House, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you are not. When you talk of the privilege 
of honourable members in this House it must be with respect to the members 
of the Upper House. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Therefore, my point is that the 
privilege 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please come to the ])oint? Can you point 
out how the ])rivilege of any member of this House has been infringed? If 
not, I would advise you to give up this point. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: If that is your ruling that I cannot bring 
in any motion of privilege unless it touches that of the members of this 
House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, definitely. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Then in that case I would move this 
matter jcs a matter of detention of a member of the Legislature. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have understood your point. In that ca.se von 
better leave it ; if it has anything to do with breach of privilege of a member 
of the other Hoiuse, tbal is no concern of this House. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: From this therefore let us take a lesson 
and let us pass a Privilejjfo Bill into law so that incidents of this nature 
cannot recur. I demand that a Privile|]^e Bill he enacted into law in course 
of this very session so that such incidents may not happen ajfain. That is ray 
point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If \on have ^ot a com]»lete scheme ready to put 
forward, then that sliould he referred to the Committee of Privilejjfes of this 
House. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, may I emjuire if an incident which 
took place in another House in relation to a particular memher cannot he 
taken notice of in this chamher? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You will understand as an experienced memher of 
the Legislature that when one talks of the privilege of a memher of the 
Legislature, he iiK'-tins the privilege of a memher of the particular House of 
which he is a memher, otherwise that question does not arise'. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. My 
epiestion relates to the adjoui’nment motion of which T had given notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you did. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: ft has referen(*.e to this very incident and 
a previous adjournment motion of my friend Mr. Haridas Majumdar regard- 
ing the All-Tndia Radio is blocking the 7)ath of my motion. May T know 
when it is coming? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: T hope then that after that motion is 
disposed of, my motion will come up. 


Election of Deputy President. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: May 

T request >ou, Sir, to adjourn the House for half an houi. We have not 
been ahle to discuss finally the question of the election of the l)eput\ 
President. So we crave your indulgence to ad.journ I lie House foi’ half an 
hour. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With resj>ecl to this matt(*i', vSir, wi' 
have our objection. Tralay has been fixed for the election of the Deputv 
President and there aii' tw’o i-andidati's Wc are not agreeable to the 
adjournment of the huslucss now Tt is not time for coming to a settlement 
at the time when the (dection is just to heuin. So T ohiect to an adjourn- 
ment now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Adjoummeiit of the House cun only he allowed at 
this stage with the consent of the House. If there is any objection certainly 
I would not ad.journ the House. You (*an settle the matl(*r among your- 
selves. If the wh<de House agrees T shall have no objection to adjourn the 
House for half an hour. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The\ 

agreed previou.sly hut subsequently tliey have changed their mind 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 9 ><) let us now take up the next item. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, we are ready for tlie election of 
the Deputy President. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT; OnW, order, the House will now proceed to elect 
its Deputy President. Tlie following candidates have been duly nominated 
for the f)f)st of Deputy I*resident of this rouncil, namely,^ — 

(1) Mr. Sult^inuddin Ahmed, proposed by Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi 

Chowdiiury and seconded by Mr. Reajuddiu Bhuiya. 

(2) Rai Bahadur Dhirendm T.jal Barua, proposed by Mr. Mukhlesur 

Rcihman and seconded by Mr. Nur Alimed. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, .j.t., projmsed by Mr. Tarak Nath 

Mukei'jeii, Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, Miss Ethel Robertson, 
Mr. Mohammad Taufiq and seconded by Mr. f'harles Edward 
Clarke, Mr. Abdul Latif, Mrs. Tjabanyapro])ha Dutt and Haji 
Md. Yusuf. 

(4) Mr. A. M. Shalwmdul Hacjue, proposed by Mr. Syed Abdul Rasid 

Choudhury and seconded by Mr. Mol)arak Ali Kljaii. 

(oj Mr. Wahiduzzaman, proiM)sed by Mr. Syed Abdul Majid and 
Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, alias Mohan Mia, and seconded by 
Mr. Ghyashuddiii Pathan and Mr. Hamidul TIuq Chowdhury. 

I would like to refiesh your metnory regarding the procedure to be 
followed. 1 would road out the following instructions: — 

The killot 1 h)x in which the members are to put their ballot pajrers may 
be examined by nny member who cares to do so to see that it is empty 
before it is locked. 

Behind the Chair within the screcuied enclosure is placed a table where 
each member may record his vote. 

Members desir^ous of voting will kindly advance towards the (diair, one 
by one, when they will be given a ballot paper signed on the back by the 
vSecretary. 

Members will then enter the screened enclosure Iry the right of the Chair 
and after recording their votes they will leave the snid enclosure by the left 
of the Chair. 

A member' may vote for one candidate only. 

Members will go into the enclosure one at a time and, with the pencil 
juovided tliei'c, [)l:ice :i cross on the right-hand side in column 2 of the ballot 
jniper', opjxrsite the name of the candidate for whom he votes. 

The member will then tVdd up the balh)t p;ij)er so as to show the 
Secretary’s signature on the back, and leaving the enclosure will without 
showing the frxmt of the ]):iper to any person, show the Secretary’s signature 
on the Isick to the person frresiding, and then, in the presence of the person 
presiding, put tlie ballot i»aper into the ballot box, and proceed to his seat. 

If a member inadvertently sjxrils the Iwillot paper, he oan return it to the 
person presiding, who will, if .satisfied of such inadvertence, give him 
another ballot paper. 

If a member' votes for mor*e than one candidate, or places any mark on 
the pr])er by which he may be afterwards identified, his ballot paper will be 
void, and will not be counted. 

Once again 1 desire to make it clear that members are to indicate their 
preference on tlie ballot paper by marking a cross against the name of the 
c4indi(1ote for whom they wish to vote. Only one vote can be given to a 
candidate. Members should not sign or initial the ballot paper. 

If any honourable member ha.^ not been able to follow the rules which 
I have read in English, I .shall be very glad to explain them to him in 
Bengali, if lie desires. 

The honourable members will now please oome, one by one, to reoord 
their votes. 
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The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, are you not g:oinj»: 
to ring the bell so that the honourable members may enter the Chamber to 
record their votes? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No They may (“ome one at a time to reoortl their 
votes. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: it a member is not present in the Chamber 
at the time of recoidiiig the votes, will lu‘ be able to record his vote? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Then liow long we shall wait tor the 
recording of votes? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no time-limit. We shall wait as long as 
the House is not adjourned. It may be rl-lb p.m. or it may be earlier. 

( \] luJc f/ir votini) iras in fjroijrcss.) 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID GHOWDHURY: Mr. Ibesideni, Sir, may J 
enquire it there is yet any time to withdraw one’s eundidature ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ls there aii.\ honourable memlnu- who is desirous of 
easting his vote but has not \et done so? He may do so now. 1 lake it 
that there is none. The voting is therelore (dosed. I would request the 
Secretory and the Assistant Secretar\ to count the voters. 

(After the halhit papi^rs had hei n counted.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ordei’. Altogether titty votes were liast. Of 
these two have been rejected. Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, .i.p., has 
secured 4(j votes, Jtoi Hahadur Dhirendra Hal Harua two, and the other 
candidates nil. As Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury has .seemed more than the 
total of the votes secured by the other candidates I (bndare him ebuded as 
Deupty ib'esident of this House. ((Jlieiu's.) 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur; On behalf of this 
group I wi.sh the heartiest of cxuigratuhitioiis t4> my fri(md Mr. Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury on his being elected as Deputy Jbesubuit of this House and I 
believe in doing .so 1 echo the sentiments ot all secdioiis in this House. He 
has been Deputy Tresident betore; he is tamiliar with us as we ar(‘ also 
familiar with him, and lie has alvvavs done his best to keep ii]) the dignity of 
the House. 1 have no doubt that his election for a fnrthei' term will be 
another test of the confidence that the House lias in Inm and I congratulate 
him again on his election. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, on behalf of the 
party to wdiich I belong I congratulate Mr. Abdul Hamid Cbowalhury on Jhis 
being elected as Deputv President of this House. We have seen him as 
Deputy President f<;r the last six years, and accordingly our choice fell on 
him this time also. Our party hopes that he will shed his iKirty affiliation 
when he occupies the chair and that he will do his work as impartially as 
hitherto he has done. I congratulate him again upon his election. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: I should 1 ike to (ongratnlate my friend 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury on his being elected as Deputy President of 
this House. J am sure he wull remember t^) npludd tbe dignity of the (diair 
and to guard the privilege^ of the House scrupulously. I (vongratulate him 
again, Sir. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, on liehalf of the Nationalist Party 
1 also congratulate my friend Mr, Abdul Hamid Chowdhury on his election. 
It is really gratifying that practically the House is united in electing him, 
and I think that it is a matter of gratification to him also in as much as ii 
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shows that he has the cx>nfi(ience of the entire House, and I also join my 
friend the leader of the European Gro«p in what he has just now said that 
he will inaiut^ihi the dij^nity of the Ilouhc and tliat of every member in the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Chair would like to associate 
itself in the feli(?ita1 ion offered io Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury on his re- 
election as Deputy Ihresident of this House. The Chair had every co- 
operjition from him during the last tew years that he liad been Deputy 
President and 1 liave no doubt that he would again discharge the respton- 
sibilitieS of his office in the same way that he did in the past. I wish him 
a successful term of office. 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, 1 am over- 
whelmed witli sense of gratitude to you as well as to all my honourable 
colleagues for tlie signal honour they have done me by re-electing me for the 
secxjnd time to Ihe oHi(;e of the Deputy Jh-esident of this Council. It was 
al)out SIX years ago in another August that I was unanimously elected to 
t his office tor the first time. This time also 1 have been favoured with solid 
support of all the sections of this House which is indicative of their affection 
and good wishes for me and for wl'ich 1 am extreinel}^ grateful to them all. 
1 offer my siiicere thanks to all of them in general and particularly to you, 
Sir, and to tliose honourable members who have spoken many good things 
about me in the course oT their lelicitation. Some ot my friends have 
expressed tJlie hope that J should be able to maintain the dignity of the 
House. 1 ina.N assure tlieni iu reply that whenever occasion arises, 1 shall 
try my level la^sl to j)rove niysell worthy ot tlie confidence ])nt in me. T 
offer ni} heart i<‘st thanks onc(‘ again tr> tlie wlioh' House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. May 1 enquire of the Uon’ble the 
Leader ot the House as to what i.s going to be the agenda lor tomorrow. 
No programme of business has yet been received from the (iovernment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUA3LZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

According to tin* progiamme the Motor Spirits Pill ought to have come from 
the Lower House lint I am just infoniH‘d that it Ims not come from that 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : It is for the Government to settle Ihe Ordet Paper. 

; The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 am 

now iuforme<l that the Cattle Ihespass Pill will come up tomorrow' and we 
niay'i^T^) on with that Pill in this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. The House now stands adjourned till 
1-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 14th 
August, 194(). 

Members absent. 

The follotvdng members were absent from the meeting of the C/Ouncil 
held on the Idth August, 1946: — 

(1) Mr. Eeajuddiu Bhulya, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(8) Khan Pahadur Sk. Eazal Ellalii, 

(4j Ml. lluinayuii /. A. Kabir. 

(5) Maiilana Md. Akrum Khan, 

(()) Mr. NageudraNath Mahalanobish, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Riihman, 

"(8) Di. Kumud Saiikar Roy, 

(9) Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chow(jUiury, 

(10) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1946-^No. 13. 


*The CurxciL met in the Legislative riianiber of the Lt'^islalive Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 14th August, 1940, at 1-15 p.m., being 
the Idtli day of the Fiist Session of 194(), pursuant to section 0Lh.:^)(f/'l of 
the Government ot India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the llon’ble Sir Buoy 1*has\i) SiNiai Bov, k.cm.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Removal order on Mauivi Aminuddin Munshi. 

63. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of Mr. 
Humayun Kabir): (a) Will the TIon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of ( ’o-op“i'alioii, (hialit and Btdi<'f. la* pleas(‘d to state' it it is a fact 
that the Goveinmeiit of Bengal directed tin* J)istri(*t Magist rate*, Varidpur, * 
to remove Mauivi Aminuddin Munshi, ('hairman of tlu* Debt Settb'ment 
Boaid, Algi, in Bhanga, jiolice-station h'aridpur, by the 41st October, 1942, 
on grounds of eoiruption and incom])(*t(‘n<“e? 

{It) Is it a fact that no sti'ps havi* yet been taken to cany out that order? 

(c) Is it a fai't that in November, 1911, Governimuit again dirc'cted . the 
District (\)lleotor to lemove the said (9iairman? 

{(1) Is it a tact that more than 200 eases wrv still pending before him? 

(c) Is it a fact tliat some of the case's are pi'iiding foi’ the last five years? 

(f) Is it a fact that the said Mauivi Aminuddin Munshi is tin* Pi’esideiit 
of the Lnioii Board, Chaiiinan (d' the Jute Committee, I’lesident of th(* Union 
Food Committta*, and wholesale d(‘ah*r (d f(MKlgrains foi' tin* c'litiie Bhanga. 
police-station? 

(g) Is it a fact that many jietitions have* lanm lodged against him to tho 
(h'rcle Officer, the Subdivisional Officer and the District Magistrate complain- 
ing of bribery and black-marketing? 

iJi) Is it a tact that he is also the President of the Union Muslitn la'ague? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION. 
CREDIT and RELIEF (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Aluil Fazal 
Muhammad Abdur Rahman): (o), (c) and (f/) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(d) and (e) A^es, that w^as the ])Osition in the middle of 1941. 

{/) and (h) AVs. 

Professor Santi Sudha Ghosh and others. 

65. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Don bie Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be plerr.sed to state if bis attention has 
been drawn to the news appearing in a ('alentta newspaper of the 24rd instant 
that the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, has communicated an order 
to the Governing Body of the Brojo Mohan Gollege, Barisal, that the Govern- 
ment help to the said college will be withheld if they fail to dispense with 
the services of Profestiprs 8m. Santi Sudha Ohosh, Sj. Profulla ^Banjan 
Chakravarty and Sj. Sudhir iStimar Aich? 

26 ^ ' 
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(b) If so, is it not a fact that (i) Professor Sm. Santi Sudba Ghosh has 
been released Tvithont any condition imposed on ber, and that (?/) 1 rolessors 
Sj. Trofulla Kanjan Chakravarty and Sj. Sudhir Kumar Aicli are still m 
detention as security prisoners? 

/c) If the answer to part (h) (u) be in the affirmative, is it not a fact that 
the association of the said Professors with the college students is physically 
impossible. 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
such an order at tlie jiresent moment under tlie circumstances disclosed in 
reference to parts (h) (/) and (ii)? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): {a) and (6) (0 

Yes. 

(ii) They have since been released. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The j^rant to the college has since been released. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR; AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
.state how lonf» this (question is hanging fire in his archives? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I want notice, and I may point out that the C’ouncil was not sitting for 
nearly a year. 

Grant to Brojomohan College, Barisal. 

66. Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Dejiartment be ]»leased to state — 

[a) if it is a fact that the pa\ment ot the monthly tTovernment grant 
to the llrojomohan ('ollegc, Jiarisal, has still been held back; 

(h) ii the reply to part [a) be in the atlirmative. the reasons for sufdi 
action on the part of tin* Kducatiou Dc])artmeut ot the Govmu- 
meiit of Bengal; 

(c) it the professors whose servi(‘es were reiiuir.ed to be dispensed with 

are still security jirisoners; and 

(d) if not already Hone, wlnm, if at all, the riovmnmcnt piopose to 

ndf'ase the sai<l grant to the said in^tituthoi? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

{a) No, the graut has sinee been paid. 

(h) and (d) Do not i irise. 

(c) No. Tlie> have since beeli released. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when this cjiiestion wa& first tabled? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Well, I want notice. 

Appointment to the posts of officers for settlement and allied work. 

67. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA (on behalf of Mr. B. K. Roy 
Chowdhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister iu charge of the Department ot 
Land and fauid Revenue be pleased to state — 

(rt) it it is a fact that the (jovernment of Bengal is proceeding to appoint 
40 new' officers for settlement and allied work; 
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(h) if it is a fact tlmt the Government has decided to recruit all these 
40 offi(‘ers from the Muslim community ; and 

(c) if the above is true, will the Hoirble Minister he jdeased to state 
the reasons? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND and LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain)s 

ia) A pro})Osal to imaease the cadre of tlie Rcii^ml Oivil Service (Judicial 
and Executive) and Bengal Junior Civil Service to meet tlie immediate 
requirement of State purchase work when taken up is now under examina- 
tion . 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Communal Ratio Rules apply 
in this case? 

The Hon’bic Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Certainly it will. It does apply in all cases. 

Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, an adjourinmmt motion stands in 
my name regarding the sergeant's conduct with regard to tlie ])icketing at 
tlie All-India Radio station and the' IJon’hle Einance ^linister p?’omis(‘d to 
make a statement on the matter. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Ma> 1 make a 
suggestion? As the matter is under negotiation 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: 1 hope the ])romised stateimmt will 
he 

Mr. PREilDENT: Order, order. Eel us heal wliat Sir Azi/.iil IIa(|ue 
says. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Wliat J say is 

this: now that there ha> been already so miieli delas , not that the incident 
has taken place \esteida\ ami it is going to he (hadt with ii(‘\t day, hut as 
there lias been some delay alnaidx and in \iew ot tin* lurtlnu !aet that the 
matter is already under negotiation with a \!ew to sidtlenimit. a disi ussinn 
of the matter on the floor of the House might er(*ate sonx' dillieultv in the 
\vay of a successful settlement. That is my point. If this delay had not 
already taken place, tlnui the matter would havi heen ditferent.^ That is 
the only point that I wish to draw your attention to, because I often feel 
that the less said is iirohahly much better to settle atfairs 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, my adjournment motion has 
nothing to do with that imrtion ()t the incident. So far as the boycott of 
the All-India Radio liy the artistes is concerned, if is a (|uestion wdiich 
concerns the (jovernment of India and that is the only matter now under 
negotiation. My motion is wdth regard to the sergeants’ conduct. It is a 
difterent matter altogether and has nothing to do w'ith the boycott. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir, Azizul Haque’s suggestion is that it the matter 
IS discussed in the House or if the Ilon’ble Minister makes a statement on 
S'Ubject, it might complicate matters and it might delay a settlement or 
might prejudicially aftect the negotiations now going on." 

• Wf* HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: On the contrary I think it might 
simplify matters and will help the negotiation. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Sir Azizul 

Haque's 8ugj?estion seems to be very good in the sense that attempts are 
being made to bring about a settlement in \lie matter. The Deputy Direc- 
tor (General of All-India Radio is already here negotiating with the different 
parties. The Ilon’ble Chief Minister is also taking tlie matter in hand 
and has been approached by the authorities ot the All-India Radio to nego- 
tiate with the different parties. He is trying to eontaet tlie different ele- 
ments who are organising the picketing. So it will really be helpful if no 
statement is made today and if the matter is not discussed. I think every- 
body will realise that it is desirable that a settlement should be arrived at 
in the matter as early as ])ossible. So Mr. Ilaridas Majumdar will be doing 
good service to the people ot Bengal if he does not press his motion and 
allows a seithmient to be arrived at ^o that tlu^ negotiations might continue 
without anything being said which might affect the course of the negotia- 
tions. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE. Khan Bahadur: May I make my 
suggestion more clear? 'VVhat T suggest(Ml is subject to Mr. Majumdar’s 
liberty to bring in this matter again before the House if he finds that this 
matter still I’eciuires discussion, and till tluuj th(‘ Chair might be pleased to 
waive the question of urgency. Let the mattm stand over and if the 
question is not satisfactorily settled in the course of the present negotiations 
then the hon’ble member may be at liberty to table anotlier ao.ioui nment 
motion on this subject. My honourabh* friend should be allowed to dis- 
cuss the matter at any stage within a certain jieriod of time. Incidentally, 
I may say that a matt(*r like this cannot be discusstal or con>ider(‘d witliout 
bringing in tin* conduct of tin* Radio aul Imrit ies, nameh\ , wliy the seigeants 
wi'U’i- there ami wlio brought them in th('i(‘, etc. Thes(‘ things aie ])(rhaps 
all undei* n(‘gotiation. I am sjieaking wh<dl> as a citizen ot Bengal and 
feedings may i un high in a matter like this. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, my ])osition is this: If this 
motion is not discussenl now and the promised statement is Tiot forthcoming 
now, then it will blocdv the way of other adjournment motions. If the 
Chair allows me to move other adjournment motions in the meantime 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact, the (,'hair has the right to take up any 
adjournnumt motion that he ma\ decide to tak(‘ u]) if h(‘ (“onsiders it urgent. 

But in view of what has fallen from Sir xVzizul llaqiie and the Hon'ble 

Finance IMinister I hope, Mr. Majumdar, you will agrim not to press your 

motion today. The Chair on its jiart will waive the (juestion of urgency if 

you have occasion to raise the matter again in the near future. . 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: If you will allow me to move further 
adjournmejit motions while the j)resent one still remains undisposed of 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that will be done, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Then in that case to a(*commodate my 
othei- friends I am i)repared to hold uj) my adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. will you kindly allow me to move 
my adjournment motion? 1 have tabled an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: With regard to M)ur adjournment motion there is 
one difficulty, Mr. Das. It runs as follows: — 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the situation '^hich has 
arisen at the high-handed conduct of the police today at d-30 p.m. 
within the compound of the Legislative Building in beating some 
members of the public and illegally arresting and preventing an 
M.L.A., Mr. Jyoti Bose, from attending the meeting of the 
Assembly.*’ 
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Now, I understand that this specific question was discussed in a way in 
the other House and the Hon’ble Speaker expressed certain opinion on this 
question. Therefore I do not think it would be proper for this House to 
tike up this adjournment motion, because it is not the practice and it is 
undesirable for one House to refer to the proceedings of another House or 
the views expressed by the Presiding Officer of another House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs May I have my say, SirP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You have always taken the view, Sir, 
tliat we should not take notice of anything that liapj)ens in the other House. 
Our position should he that we should know nothing Avhich happens in the 
other House. So we need not take any notice ot uhat Iia})pened in the other 
House about this matter. My first suggestion would therefore be tluit 
nothing should be decided on the ground that (*crtain (^])injon was expressed 
in another House on a particular motion. AVhatever might have been said 
by the Hon’ble Speaker in the matter, has nothing to do with my motion 
here which refers to the liigh-haudedm^ss ot ihe Police, rougli-handling 
and arresting a membei- of the liCgislalure. It is a matter of urgent public 
importance and you may kindly consider whether it should be discussed in 
this House or not. The matter is of gieat jmblic imi)ortance, it is of recent 
occurrence and it is urgent and so 1 submit that it ought to be discussed by 
the members of this House, because* it touclH*d tlu‘ honoui', res])ect, res- 
ponsibility and duty of the members of the Legislature — JiCgislateire 
covering both th(‘ Council and tlie Assembly. Whatever may have been 
said in the other j)lace, 1 submit you will kindly consider the i)oint on its 
merits. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact, I have taken all these i)oints into con8id(*ra- 
tioii. I feel that it is hardly possible to discuss the matter without referring 
to the proceedings of the other House or to the views (‘xpressed by the 

Ilon’ble Mr. Sj>eaker. It is extremely desirable that wo should follow the 

salutary Parliamentary practice of not discussing tlie proceedings of another 
Chamber or the views expressed by its presiding officer. I have therefore 
refused my consent to this motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTT: Sir, are you aj)]ilyiiig the principle 
of res judicata hereP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: it is not a (luestion ol res judicata. It is a very 

salutary practice that has develo])ed in the Houses of Ihirlianient. As a 

result of long experience I may say tliat this jiractice should be followed, 
and I would request you to stick to it. It would be difficult for either 
Hous^ to function smoothly or without conflict if we deviate from this 
practice. So in this case 1 have refused consent and the matter is closed. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sii, then will you take uji my adjourn- 
ment motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: It is about the lioliday on the Hltfi 
August. vSir, 1 would like to explain my position with regard to it. It 
is in connection with the declaration by the (iovernment that Kith August 
will be a public holiday. Sir, this Cabinet is a communal Caliinet. Practi- 
cally all the members of the Cabinet are Muslims 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Majumdar, you are not exjiected to make a 
speech. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: No, Sir, I am only making a statement. 
This was a day declared by the Muslim League as “Direct Action Day’". 
They have given no reason of course but most likely it is due to that fact 
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that the Muslim League Ministry of Bengal declared 16th as a public 
holiday. Sir, it is a partisan order and this declaration concerns the 
Muslims only, or to be exact, concerns the Muslims of a particular party. 
Therefore I think that this declaration should be cancelled at once. This 
cancellation is urgently necessary and unless this is done there might be 
communal clashes. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is he going to make 
a speech? 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I am giving my reasons for moving 
this motion. Sir, by this declaration of holiday they will demonstrate to 
the world that they have the whole of Bengal behind them in this respect. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your grievance? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: There will be dislocation of public 
business. Tliis is a very unreasonable order and it is urgently necessary to 
cancel this de(‘laration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I know Government views on this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, what exactly you want 
to know — whether this is a fit subjec.t matter of an adjournmeni motion or 
not or 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, T submit that under 
tilt' geneial discretion and the ])owers which Government ])ossess to take 
steps for the purpost' of preserving peace and order, Governint'nt have taken 
the step so as to minimise chajices of su(*h conllicts as may arise and it has 
been done in tlu' interest of peat'e and 1 think this is a far better w^ay, if 
1 may say so, of avtudifig conflicts than ])ers()ns going lound and throwing 
stones at shops oi* dragging peojile from the buses and motor cars or burning 
them and ther(‘by enforce one's wish on tli(‘ peoph'. Wt' hope that b\ this 
inethod the Kith of August will pass b> peacetull\ and th(*re will be no 
disturbance of any kind. I do not know whether an adjournment motion 
can be hi'ought if Government pass an (‘xt‘(‘utive oidei- in ])ursuaiice of the 
powers which art* vested in tht‘in. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: AVill there be any dislocation of trans- 
])ort services, such as, trains and bust's? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: AO orders have been jiassed 
in respt't't of tht'in b\ the Govenunt'iit. That is entirely with tin* peojile 
running the transport services or with the workeis. I do n(»t think this is 
relevant. Otht'r Goveiiiinents have talu'U similar stt*])^. My friends on 
the other sidt* wt*re ])robably rejoicing in tin* fact that a neighbouring Gov- 
ernment here has also declared a ])ublic holiday in ordt'r to observe tht* 
birthday of a person who is wellknown as a leader in India. In these 
matters such ordt*rs ai’e ])assed by the Governmi'iit in their discretion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are you refening to Sind? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You have no right to sjieak at this 
stage. 

Aow, usually no adjournnient motions are allowed when Government 
take action under any powers conferred on them under any statute, provided 
That tile exercise of the powers is in the ordinary course of administra- 
tion, but, if it is extraordinary or unusual, I think the Opjiosition has a 
right to question it, and it is the Government’s duty to explain under what 
circumstances the jiower has been exerci.sed. Moreover I find that there are 
])receiulents w’hen adjournment motions in this House were allowed though 
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Government exercised their statutory powers. In this view of the matter 
I give my consent to the adjournment motion. I shall now find out if there 
is any objection to the motion being moved. 

Is there any objection to Mr, Ilaridas Mojumdar moving his adjourn- 
ment motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Those members who are in support of the Motion 
will kindly rise in their seats. 

(The requisite number of members having stood uj)'), the honourable 
member has the leave of the House to move his adjourn- 
ment motion, and I fix 1-15 j).m. tomorriov for the discussion of the 
Motion. 


OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Motor Spirit Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. SECRETARY: Sir, the following message has been received from 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly, namely : — 

Mesi<a<)e. 

“The Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxalion (Amendment) Bill, 194G, as 
j)asse(l by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting luGd on the drd 
August, 194(), has been duly signed by me and is anmuxed luuewith. The 
concurrence ot the Bengal Legislative (Vuincil to tin* Bill is reiiuested. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker, 

Beiifjal Lepislafi re Asueaiblij.'' 


Calcuttv, 

The 13th Ainjast, 1043. 

Sir, I h(*re\^ith lay on the Table the Bengal Mutoi' S])irit Sales (Taxa- 
tion) Amendment Bill, 194b, which was pas.scd by the BeJigal Legislative 
Assembly, at its meeting held on the -{rd August, 194b. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Begaiding this Motor 
8])iii( Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, BHb, I would like to move that 
the Bill be taken into coiisiileratien on (he '..?t)1h instant and that tlnueafter 

1 would like 1(» move that the Bill a^ settled in the ('ouncil b(‘ jiassed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: For sending aiinmdments to tin' Motor Sjiirit Sales 
Taxation (Amendment) IBll, 194b, J bx the time, uj) to 11 a.m. on Satui'day, 
the ITth instant. Jt refers to the amendments to the motion that the Bill be 
takt'ii into consideration and to the idauses of the IBll. 

The Calcutta Rent Control Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ftle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I would like to move for cxti'iision of time for .submission of the ri'port of 

tin* Select (’ommittee on the Falcutia Bent Control Bill, 194t). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Fp to wdiat date? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It was to be submitted today, Sir (14th August, 1940), and 1 have moved 
for an extension of time up to the 22nd instant. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked by the Hon’ble Minister for 
extension of time for submission of the report of the Select Committee on 
the Calcutta Eent Control Bill, 1046, up to the 22nd instant. Is it the 
pleasure of the House to grant such leave? 

There being no objection leave is granted. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government Association, (Recognition) Amendment 

Bill, 1S46. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal I.ocal Self-Government Associations (Eecognition) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1046, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very short amending Bill. Under the existing provisions 
of the Bill the members representing local bodies who are affiliated to the 
juovincial organisation are entitled to draw their travelling allowance from 
the funds of their respective local bodies but there is no provision in the 
llill for travelling allowances to be drawn by representatives of the local bo<lies 
when they come to attend the meetings of the Executive (hunmittee. For 
the i)roper working of Local iSelf-Government Association it is nei'.essary 
that members should attend the Executive Committee meetings. There- 
fore this amending Bill provides to authorise the re])resentatives of local 
bodies to draw their travelling allowance from the funds of their respective 
bodies and it has als(» been provided in the amending Bill that travelling 
allowance for more than four meetings -will not be allow’od to the represen- 
tatives. This is a non-controversial measure and 1 ho])e tin* House will 
accept it. With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the a(‘ceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Moiioji moved that The Bengal 
Tjocal Self-Government Associations (Eecognition ) Amendment Bill, 11)46 
be taken into consideration. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I congratulate the Hon'ble Finance' ^finister on his 
bringing forward this b(dat(‘d Bill. You kriow. Sir, when urn wa^re the 
Minister in charge (d' Local Self-Government this Ben<^al Local Self- 
Government Association (Kecognition) Act was jiassed for the first time. 
At that time in 19-16 you heljied the Association to grow and after ten years 
today it has developed into a body whi(‘h has brought the municijialities of 
Bengal to the forefront and has been able to send representatives abroad to 
the wijrld munici])al congresstis. There has been a good deal of difficulty 
for the members had to meet in Cahmtta which is the centre of all adminis- 
trative activities and where the Association has got a central offii'e and they 
were trying to get the lIoiTble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government 
interested in putting forward some aimmdments to the Act, so that members 
could (*ome and meet periodically. An amendment has now been proposed 
in this Bill so that members wdll be paid their travelling allowances. But 
only one thing has not yet been allowed and that is the payment of a non- 
recurring grant to the Association by the munici])al bodies for the purpose 
of carrying on research for development of local self-government also in 
the matter of primary education and also to have a library and a house of 
its own. We wanted Government to help ua in the shape of recurring 
grants of 4 or -5 thousand rupees annually as had been done in 1937 or 1938 
by the Governments of Sind and Bombay. I could not give the House an 
exact history of the progress of these two local self-government associations 
in those tw’o proviiu’es but due to war j)erhaps they sto])])ed functioning 
at a time wdien there was great difficulty in finance. The Bengal Municipal 
Association has, however, been carrying on its annual conferences year after 
year in spite of all difficulties and was also consulted by the Bengal 
Administration Enquiry Committee presided over by Sir Archibald 
Rowlands and many of its suggestions were accepted as will be found from 
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the report about the grouping of municipalities in the suburbs of Calcutta 
and in the industrial areas and also in regard to other matters, namely, the 
behaviour of the I.C.S. and other district officers in relation to Local ^If- 
Government administrators and when dealing with an ordinary citizen. 
There have been caustic remarks in the Ftnquiry Committee’s Report on 
this matter but nothing has since been done by the Government to imple- 
ment these recommendations. This one lacuna could have been removed in 
this Bill, but perhaps this Bill was prepared when the Hon’ble Ehan 
Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed was the Minister and so he did not introduce 
anything new but I think the present Hoii’ble Minister will be pleased to 
take up this suggestion and bring in a fuller amending Bill during the 
next session this year or evtm next year by way of amendment. Mr. Morgan 
has tabled an amendment for a provision of travelling allowance being paid 
for not more than four meetings in any one year. l\*rhaps this is already 
there, for more than four meetings are not generally held in any one year. 
We do not want more than four m(‘etings t(» oe paid for in travelling allow- 
ance out of municii)al funds because most municipal administrators would 
hardly want their resources to be tapped in that way. With these words, 
Sir, 1 give my support to this very weleoim* measure ^^hi(‘h our young friend 
and Minister has brought before tin' House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I thank Mr. 
Biren Boy for all the very kind words he said. \ou will remember that 
this Bill was sponsored by you in the Legislature at the instance and 
request of my friend Mr. Biren Boy and at that time this Act was applicable 
only to the Jleugal Municipal Association. Now there is another asso(*ia- 
tion, namely, the Jh'iigal J)istri('t Board Association, d’herefore this Bill 
will be applicable to t\\o Asstx'iations. The Lo(*al Self-Government Asso- 
ciations (Becognition) Amendment Bill, BHb, \\ill be applicable to these 
bodies. The suggestions made by Mr. Biren B-oy will be examined by the 
Government but 1 eaiiuot at this sta^'e make any commitment. 1 am glad 
that members do not ojipose the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que. tion bef(ue tin' House is that the Jiengal 
Local Self-Government A.ssociations ( Be(*ognition) Amendment Bill lIHb, 
be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (’lause 1 stand part (d the Bill. 

The question before the Hou.se is that ctau.se 1 stand part of the BilL 

d’he motion was [)ut and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part ot the Jlill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the })roposed ])roviso to section 4 of the Bengal Jjocal-Self-Govc'ruim'iit 
Associations (Becognition) Act, 1940, the following proviso be substituted : — 

“Provided that the number of meetings of an executive committee lor 
attending which a member of a local authority may be paid 
travelling expenses under this sei'tion, shall not exceed four in one 
year”. 

I am not raising any objection to the passing of this Bill. But the 
Mordiug of the pioviso is very ambiguous and it may read to mean — if a 
member attended more than four meetings he would not get aiii/ travelling 
allowance at all. So in order to clear the meaning of the provi.so 1 have 
taken upon myself the task of putting in this amendment which reads — 
“that the number of meetings of an executive committee for attending 
which a member of a local authority may be paid travelling expenses under 
this section, shall not exceed four in one year.'’ Now", Sir, if you will read 
the proviso of the Bill, you will find that it is very ambiguous. It might 
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quite likely be read to mean that if you are so ambitious as to attend more 
tnan four meetings you will not get any travelling allowance. So I hope the 
Hon’ble Minister will accept the amendment to make the meaning more 
elear. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the pr()])osed proviso to section 4 of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
Associations ('Recognition) Act, lfl'16, the following proviso be substituted, 
namely : — 

“Provided that the number of meetings of an executive committee lor 
attending which a member of a local authority may l)e paid tra- 
velling expenses under this section, shall not exceed four in one 
year.” 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, there is no 
ambiguity in the Amending Bill which we have ])lac(‘d Ixdore the House. 
Tlie meaning of the proviso is quite clear that travelling allowance can be 
drawn to the maximum limit of four meetings. In other words, represen- 
tatives can draw^ travelling allowance lor attending 1, 2, •> and 4 meetings 
ainl tliat is the maximum. The fumls of tlu‘ local bodies wliicli a member 
might re})rosent can pay him the travelling allowances if he attends more 
than four meetings. So I hope the honourable member vill not press lor 
his amendment. 

Mr, C. MORGAN: Sir, 1 would like to tell the Hon’ble Minister that 
we have examined the proviso and found it ambiguous. S(» 1 have tabled 
the amendment which I find is better tlian the proviso oi the* Amending 
Bill. 1 can witlidiaw the amendm(‘nt hut the tact remains that the jiioviso 
as worded is ambigiums. 1 would ask leave of tlie House t(» withdraw my 
motion. But it is (juite open to ditt(‘reut intei prc'tatioii. The amendment 
that I have* ])ut says that a memb(‘r shall he* ])aid travel! iim expenses for 
tour mc'ctiugs. But if the Bill stands as it is then according to the 
in1eri)ietatiou a memher, if he attends more than 4 meetings, may not gc't 
anv tiavclliiig allowance. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, Mr. Morgan rightly points out the ambiguity. 
Because the proviso says that “Provided that tra\elling ex|)enses shall not 
be t)aid to a memher cd' a loc*al autluuaty for attending in one year more 
than lour me<*tings of an executive committee referred to in this section.” 
The juiditoi' may say that as he had attended more than four meetings he 
shall not hv ))ai(l an> travelling expenses. So, it Mr. Morgan’s amendment 
is jicccjhed tlic'n it would mean that a representative ma\ attend more than 
Icuii meetings hut he need not be paid tor more than foui meetings. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, if we read the 
main Bill we find that “Notw ithstanding an\ thing c*ontained in any other 
Act, aii\ memhi'r of a local authority which contrihutes to the funds of an 
Association recognised under sc*ction 2 who attends, as a representative of 
such local authority, a general meeting of the Association held in Bengal 
may, subject to the provisions of an\ rules made under section 5, be paid 
from the fund of such local authority the travelling expenses incurred by 
him in attending the meeding.” Therefore this is to f)e read along with the 
Government motion. If we do that then it w’ill be noticed that there is no 
umbiguity in tin* motion. 

Sir MOHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: 1 think there 
should he some sort of punishment for those ret)resentatives who w’ould 
edaim more than four da^s’ travelling expenses. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: [ do not see any reason why Government should 
not prefer to accept an amendment which clears the point further. There 
is a clear-cut proviso in my amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Theu you stick to your amenclnient. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I would like to. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: As sn}»:pvsted by Mr. Assizul Hai^ue, 
there should be some check tor any member who tries to draw more than 
four days travelling- expenses. The question then arises whether he is at 
all entitled to get any travelling allowance tor any meeting at all. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALh Ma> I move a short- 
notice amendment, Sir, which will still t'lirther clarif> tlu- position^ That 
is this. In the proposed proviso to section 4 of the Ihmgal Loi-al Sell- 
Government Asso(‘iations (Recognition) Act, Ihoti, in line -I. lor the words, 
“more than” the words, “any meeting in excess oT' be substituted. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I have to cb'ar one point regarding 
Mr. Morgan’s amendment. Ac(‘ording to his amendment not more than 
tour meetings can be called by the exei-utive committei* lor purposes ol 
paying travelling allowance to members but the Government’s Bill is to the 
ehect that even if there be more than lour meetings in one \(‘ar the member 
ot a local authority attending -uch meetings will not be paid lor more than 
four meetings from the colters of that local body. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable mem- 
ber Mr. Aahar has seized the point in our amendment. Mr. Morgan’s 
amendment is to the eltect that no Executive (aunmitt(‘e can call more than 
four meetings in one year by which he limits the number ol meetings, 
whereas if my amendment is aeceptial it means that the ri'jirescmtatives can- 
not draw travelling allowance lor attending more than lour nu'eting-s hut 
the Association has full liluu-ty to call six or seven meetings but if in excess 
ol tour the members will have to bear their own expenses. 

Mr^ GEORGE MORGAN: My friend is entirely wrong He has 
apparently not read iiiy amendment earefiilly “l*rovidi*d tliat the nunibei 
ol meetings ol an ex<‘cutive (-ommittee for (litvndnu) which a nicinhcr of a 
local aufhontij tnai/ he paid trarclJinij c,r/icnscs under fins sci'fion, shall 
not e\ei*ed tour in one \eai-.” Thert* is no limit to (he iiiimhei- ol meetings 
of the Executive ('ommitliM*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 1 KiV(‘ allowed soiiu* latitudi* hotli to you (Mr. 
Morgan) and the llon'hle ^linister '’Ihe llon’hle Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
All) to speak more than onc(‘ on this subject. 1 wish that Go\(*inment had 
<le[)ut(Ml someone tdse to s[>eak on their heliall, 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: I would like to know wln^her Gov- 
einmeiit insist on tiieir amendment or are adopting Mr. Morgan’s amend- 
ment. We are not in a jiositioii to know. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Gom u-nmeiit would 
like their shoit-iiotice ainendinent. 1 move th(‘ short-notice amendment: 
that in the jiroposed jiroviso to section 4 ol the jbmg-al Local Sidl-Govcrn- 
ment Associations ( Recognition) A('t, Ml-Ui, in line -1, loi- t[i“ words, “more 
than” the words, “any miM*ting in excess of” he suhstit iit"d. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. (,’an tlu^ 
Hon’ble Minister who moved the main motion move this aimoidmenty 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are quite light; it wull not he in ordiu*. Soni(‘- 
oiie else should move it. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I beg to move that in the ]u 'o])oscd j)rn- 
viso to section 4 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Associations (Recog- 
nition) Act, 1946, in line 4, for the words, “more than” the words, “any 
meeting in excess of” be substituted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Morgan, may I make a suggestion? Will 
you kindly consider the amendment suggested hy the Government so that 
if you are satisfied with it you may withdraw your amendment and there 
will he only one amendment before the House. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: I have not heard it yet. As long as it 
clarifies the position and removes the ambiguity pointed out by me I shall 
liave no objection to withdraw my amendment. In any case, Sir, I have 
moved my amendment and the Government can move theirs. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: tliat in the Bengal Local 
Self-Goveiiiment Associations (Kecognition) Amendment Bill, 194t), in the 
pro])()sed proviso to section 4 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Asso- 
ciations (Itecognition) Amendment Act, 193G, in line 3, for the words 
“more than” tlie words “any meeting in excess of” should be substituted. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May 1 a^k 

Mr. Morgan to consider this draft? I am indifferent as to which one is 
accepted, but apparently what Government now say exactly m^ts 
Mr. Morgan’s point of view. Government say “provided that travelling 
allowance shall not be paid” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 propose to adjourn the House for ten minutes for 
discussion of the matter. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE. Khan Bahadur: All right, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned for ten minutes. 

(The house then adjourned for ten minutes.) 

After adjourn m cut. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we accept Mr. 
Morgan’s amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the Hou^e is that in clause 2 

of tlie Bill, for the proposed jiroviso to section 4 of the Bengal Jjocal Seli- 

Governinent Associations (Becognition) Act, 19')G, the following i)roviso 
be substituted, namely : — 

“Brovided that the number of meetings of an executive committee tor 
attending \Nhich a member of a local authority may be paid 

tiavelling expenses under this seidion, shall not exceed lour in 

one yeai*.” 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question before the House is that clause 2 as 
amended stand i)art of the Bill. 

The (piestion was ]iut and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Preamble 
and Title stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Cattle Trespass (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I beg to move that 
the Cattle Trespass 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you not propose to move the third reading of 
the Associations Bill today? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. not today, 
but tomorrow. 
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I beg to move that the Cattle Trespass (Beugal Amendment) BilL 1946, 
be taken into consideration. 

Sir, the object of this amending Bill is to give power to the Chairman 
of Municipalities and Presidents of the Union Boards to conduct sales of 
unclaimed cattle im])ounded witliin municij)al areas and areas subject to 
the jurisdiction of Union Boards, respecHvel\ , and to authorise the (diair- 
men or Presidents so appointed to delegate their tumdions in this nvspect 
to their Vice-Chairmen or Vice-Presidents, as the case may be. The Bill 
also seeks to authorise the District Magistrate to delegate some of liis 
powers under the Act to subordinate Magi.strate^. Sir, the House will 
realise that the District Magistrate and the ])olice officers have now various 
important duties to i^erform — duties of a multifarious nature — in connection 
with the Civil Supplies Dejiartment and other departments that havt* come 
into existence. These departments are giving the District Officers and 
the police a lot of work in connection with management and enforcement 
and it is desirable that there should be provision in this Bill to authorise 
District Magistrates to delegate some of their powers to their subordinate 
Magistrates, also to authorise Chairmen of Municipalities and Presidents 
of Union Boards to conduct sales of im])ound(‘d (“at tie. It is a non- 
controversial Bill and 1 hope the IIous(‘ will acci^pt it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the ( attic Trespass (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, P)46, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, T siijijioi-t thi‘ motion for 
consideration. But, it 1 may say so, J may jiojnt out a veijy cuiious thing. 

Clause d, sub-clause (^), says “A Chairman or Ibcsidmit so appointt'd 

shall not directly or indiri*ctly, purcha.se any cattle at a sale iirnhu' this 
A(‘t’\ That of coui'se is very ditiic'ult. We know that iheie are sucli 
things as hcnanii transactions and cannot 1ra(“i‘ them. In ^ection 19 
of the Cattle Trespass Act of 1S7I it is laid down — 

“T^o officer of ])olice or other officer or i)ound-keep»‘r appointed und(‘r 
the provisions herein (‘ontaiiual shall, diiectlv or indiri'ctly, ])ur- 
( base an\ cattle at a sale under this Act”. 

In section 27 of the Act of ItSTl it is laid down that any ponnd-ke(‘per 
releasing or jiurchasing a cattle will be jienali.^ed. 

What is the g’ood of having a cdaiise in the bgi>'lati(<ii that the people 
shall not do this or shall do that, when there is no jicnalty attached to it. 
I may draw attention of the Government to si^-tion 27 v. h(‘rein no penalty 
is attached to any one exc(‘])t the j)ound-k(‘ep(‘r. In section 19 it is stated 
that no oflicer of the Polici* or any othei- officm’s shall dirinttly or 
indirectly juirchase the catth'. But no penally is attached wdiei’cas in the 
case of the pound-ki^eper theie is a penalty. Sir, wdth these remarks I 
sujiport the motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 may say in this 

eet that under clause 19 no officer of jiolic.e oi“ oth'*r ollicer shall diicctly 
or indirc'dly purcha.se any cattle and the reaso.i wh\ no jamalty i^ j»io- 
vid^'d in the case of these officers is that they ao* Government s(*r\aiils and 
it is within the coinjietence of Government to take any action against these 
officers departmentally in case of .such illegal purchase. So they do not 
come under the mischief of this penalty. On the other hand, a pound- 
keeper may not be a Government officer and unleiis a penalty is provided 
he cannot be dealt with. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before ihe Douse is that the Cattle 
Trespass (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

I'he motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
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The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The motioD was jiut and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was ])ut and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause -3 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Title and Preamble be added to the Bill. 

The question before tho House is that the Title and Preamble be added 
to the Bill. 

The motion was ])ut and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move 
that the ('attic Tres])ass (Bengal Aimmdment) Bill. 194G, tis settled in the 
(Council be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Cattle Tres])ass (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 194(), as scuttled in the Council be ])assed. 

The (luestion before the House is that the C'attle Tresj)ass (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 194G, as settled in the ('ouncil be ])a‘^sed. 

The motion was i)ut and agreed t<». 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, before you take 
up the next Bill, 1 would like to draw your attention to a circular issued 
by your otlice regarding the Beiig’al ^lotor Spiiit Sales Taxatit)n (Anumd- 
ment) Act, 1949. In the Statement of Objects and Keasons it has been 
stated that tlu' (ax has bt‘en raised “from three anna> to eiuht annas and 
a half ])er gallon". I think tlu're has been some mistake. It has perhaps 
b('en co|)i(‘(l from the original Bill but since tluui it has beiui amended and 
the tax is now sought to be raised from 3 annas to G annas. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVe shall look into it afterwards. 


The Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 194G, be taken into eonsidera- 
tion. 

Since the ])assing of the Dentists Act in 1939 wbieh came into force in 
May, 1940, the time allowed to jmrsons who have been hona fide engaged 
in the practice of dentistry from before the commencement of the said Act 
to (lave tlu‘ir names registered has already expired. There are still (luite 
a good number of sucl; dental practitioners who have not vet had their 
names registered. With a view to giving such dental j ractitioiiers a 
further opportunity of having their names registered, it is proposed to oro- 
vide that the Bengal Dental Board may permit the registration of a person 
who has been hona fide engaged in the jiractice of dentistry from before 
the commencement of the said Act, if such person not later than 31st May, 
1950, passes a special examination to be held by the State Medical Faculty 
of Bengal for this purpose. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Dentists (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Dentists (Amendment) 
Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

Tlu motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand ])art of the Bill. 


Mr, L. P. S. BOURNE: Mr. President, Sir, I am glad that another 
opportunity is being given to the unregistered dentists to register them- 
selves under tlie Dentists Act and we on tliese two benches are entirely in 
agreement with the objects and reasons of this annuiding Bill. 1 have 
really no comments to make but merely to tell you and the House that we 
support this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The (piestion bcfon' tlie House is 
that Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that Clause 2 stand j)art of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Preamble and the Title stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Preamble and the Title stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was ])ut and agreed to. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 beg to movt* that 
the Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as .settb'd in tlu* (hmncil be 
puss(‘d. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I ns(‘ to oppose this Bill. This 
Bill provides tor a furtlier time, namely, up to the dlst day of May, 1960, 
witliin which those dental j)raetitiom‘rs who are as yi‘t unregist(‘?(*d under 
the Act of 19 J9 are to register th(*mseiv(*s. I cannot und(*?‘sfand why these 
dentists could not register themselves since the 19'{!t Act uas pass(*d and 
why the Coveriinu'nt want to giv<' furtlu*!- time to th<*se quacks, they have 
not exjdained up to now. So 1 would opp(»se the Hill. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: W( do not want that . 
these (juacks should continue but the object of tins Hill is to giv(* th(‘ni an 
opportunity to i»ass the examination which is to l»e held b\ tin* State M(‘di- 
cal Faculty o^ Bengal. Tt is not (nivernnient’s int(‘ntioii that these 
quacks should practise without registering themselves and continm* to do 
so. But we w’ant to extend the time .so that they may pass th(* e.\a mi na- 
tion and have their names r(*gistered under the piovisions of this Hill. 
They have got to pass the J'ixamination wliich is to be held by tlu* Stalt* 
Medical Faculty of Bengal. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: In the meantime tliev will be ullow(‘d 
to practice before passing the examination. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Ilon’ble Finance 'Minister should 
have w'aited till other members gave out their view\s before the passing of 
the Bill l)ut he is replying to each mem])er. ]*robably he thought that 
others were not interested in the Bill or on the subject. My friend ]klr. 
Nahar has already opjKjsed the motion for the pas.sing of the Bill. One 
question may be considered. This is 1946 and the Hon’bie Minister is 
extending the period within which the unregistercfl dentists may register 
themselves, up to the end of May, 1950. In the meantime the.se people * 
without passing any examination will continue their nefarious trade and 
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do niiBchief to many people. No provision has been made to prevent them 
from practising before passing the examination. If it is the honest inten- 
tion of the Government, as a matter of fact, that the unqualified dentists 
should be given an opportunity to qualify themselves by passing the 
standards fixed by the State Medical Faculty of Bengal, then, vSir, provi- 
sion should have been made just not to allow them to practise in the mean- 
time, i.c., before passing the examination. So long as that provision has 
not been made Mr. Nahar was right in opposing this Bill. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Fresident, Sir I am not quite 
familiar with the different ]>roviBions in the Dentists Registration Act, but 
1 am familiar with the Registration of Medical Practitioners Act not only 
in this province but also in various other countries. So far as 1 am aware, 
they are Registration of Medical Practitioners A(*t only, and they do this 
much only, namely, the registrar enters the names ot those rersons who 
are properly qualified, huf iliere is nothing in the Act to prevent unquali- 
fied j)ractitioiiers from practising. Jwen in Great Britain tlie Medical 
Registrafion Act [)rovides that the register shall contain a list of those 
persons who are nualified so that the j)uhlic will know who are qualified to 
practise, hui if does not })revent any unqualified person from practising; 
that is doin' proliahly hy some other Act. I do not know ot the existence 
either in Great Britain or in any other country of such an Act as is sought 
to he doin* heie. 1 do not know what is the provision in tlie Bengal 
Dentists Bill. In the ahsencc' of the original A(‘t before me 1 must speak 

subject to correction. I sujipose the Act follows tin' lines of other Acts, 

namely, the Itegistraiion of Medical Practitioners Act under which a medical 
])ractitioners’ register is maintained. If that is so, then neither the present 
Act nor tlie amending Bill, neither of thesi', will pr(*v(*nt any (juacks from 

practising. Tin' point rais(*d by Mr. Bijoy Singh Aahar and Mr. Lalit 

Chandra Das is tliat they do not desire that anybody who is not a (jualified 
dentist oi any one whos(‘ name is not registerc'd under tin* Act should be 
allowed to ])ractise. In Bombay in the amended Medical Practitioners Act 
they hav(‘ ])rovided three kinds of registration. Ayurvedic*, Pnani and 
medical practitioners, and they have given suflicit'iit latitude for the 
enrolment of any one who is pi'ac'tising (‘itln'r of these three diffi'rent 
systems to i(*gister themselves and anyone whose name is not rt'gistered in 
that rc'gister is liable to a fiin* if he is found practising — I forget the 
amount, it may ho about Rs. 500 or so. A fine has been provided in the 
Act by which none is allowed to practise whose name does not appear in 
the register. But I do not know if such a jirovision is in this Bill. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL.MAHMUD: Sir, what Dr. Roy has said is unite 
sound fi'om the ])oint of view that no one should be allowed to jiractise who 
is mO ])ro])('rly (jualified. And my oth(‘r iwo frit'iids have* also suggested 
that (]uacks should not be allowed to practise in the meantime. But I may 
say, Sir, that the prt'sent Bill suggests nothing of the kind. Its objec't is 
only to give an opportunity to those dentists who liave not been a^ble to 
register themselves under the Act of And it must be noted that 

unless they can pass the prescribed examination they ('annot get themselves 
so registered. After all these men are going to be given an op])ortunity to 
register their names : that’s all the present Act jirovides and nothing else. 
Government may come forward with another Bill incorporating Dr. Roy’s 
puggestion if they consider necessary on merits, and that is a desirable one, 
but no .such thing is contemplated in the present Bill. Therefore the argu- 
ment advanced by the opposition does not apply in the present case. 

. Sir, I would refer tu what Dr. R(yv has said, namely, that unless the 
section is changed the dental surgeons cannot be forced to give up their 
practice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as settled in the Council be passed. 
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The motion was put and ^reed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: With regard to the point raised by Mr. Mohammed 
Ali in connection witli some error in the Motor Spirit Sales Tax Bill, 1 
may inform the House that the Bengal J.egislative Council office simply 
copied the message as transmitted from the other House. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL MAHMUD; Sir, with regard to the taking up 
for consideration of tliat Bill, may 1 request \ou to take it up on the 2l8t 
instead of on tlie 20th because a large number of members hero are of 
opinion that it would be couvenient if it is taken up on the 21st instead of 
on the 20th. 1 hope the House will have no objection. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: If Government have no objection I do not think 
there is any difficulty in taking it up on the 2ist instead of on the 20th. 
I think there is no objection. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then it will be taken up on the 2lHt. The House 
stands adjourned till 1-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 15th August, 
1946. 

, Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the (h)uncil 
held on the 14th August, 1946: — 

(1) Mr. Eamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Hllahi, 

(3) Mr. Latafat Hussain, 

(4) Mr. Mangiui'am Jaipuria, 

(5) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(6) Maulana Md. Akrum Khan, 

(7) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

*(8) Khan Bahadur Muklilesar Eahman, 

(9) Mr. Birendra Kishore Hoy Chowdhury, 

(10) Mr. Satish Ch. Sen, and 

(11) Mr. E. C. J. Steuart. 
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First Smion, 1946— N«. 14. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building 
Calcutta, on Thursday the 15th August, 194G, at 1-15 p.m., being the 14th 
day of the First Session of 194(>, pursuant to section G2(i^)(//) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad SiNiiii Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

Extra police arrangement in the Legislative House. 

LALIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, may 1 mention one thing. Today 
when we were coming to the Legislative Council Chamber we found a show 
of police foh'e all aloiig tlie gates and in the garden inside the compound, 
also in the Chamber, in tlie lohbit‘s, in every nook and corner of this build- 
ing with revolvers in hand. Now, if the Commissioner of Police wants to 
post police he <‘an do so outside our gates or outside our compound. The 
police could he posted outside our comjmiind to prevent the demonstrators 
from coming inside. But why there should be police inside the precincts of 
this House. We do not grudge any such force for tiu* maintenance of law 
and order but they should not come inside our compound. That is all 1 want 
to mention and 1 hope you will take proper steps to see that the sacred 
precincts. of the Legislative Building is not violated in any wa\ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, yesterday it was conveyed to me that the 
Commissioner of Police had orders from Government to mount guard in 
the compound of this House from 9 a.m. on Thursday, the 15th August, to 
keep out demonstrators from entering the compound and thaj: M.li.As. and 
M.L.Cs. would Ini admitted on identification by arrangement with the 
Speaker and the President. That is all I know about it and nothing more. 
Now, if it is the desire of the House that there should he no police within 
the precincts of this building while the Council is in session, it is for the 
House to express its opinion definitely on the question and that opinion shall 
be conveyed to the Government. The Chair is not prepare4 to take any 
responsibility in the matter, because maintenance of law and order is not tih^ 
concern of the Chair. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ DHOWDHURY: Sir, may I narrate my sad 
experience of yesterday? I came a little earlier yesterday to the House and 
saw a large crowd concentrated inside the compound and I felt great 
difficulty in coming inside the compound. It is a matter of very great regrei 
that the Government had not taken any steps at least for the purpose of 
giving protection to the members of this House wherein the utmost precau- 
tion is necessary to see that the members can exercise their full freedom 
without any sense of fear or coercion from anybody and this hali not been 
wdequtely protected by the Government. Tt was the second occasion on 
which the House was reduced to such a position yesterday. Therefore, Sir, 
I want to know from you, ^at steps you are taking in order to see that the 
member of4he Legi^ture are not in any way, either morally or physically, 
restrafhed from exercising thei^ duty without any undue influence or coercion 
from quarter. 

#.I>RE8IDENT: Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury will realise that there 
is ^naiderable divergence^ of opinion on this question as is apparent from 
wSat lie stated and what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition hw said. The 
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Deputy Leader of the Opposition regretted that there was police force in the 
precincts of ,the House. Let the House definitely exi)ress its opinion as to 
whether or not it wants protection from the police. If the House expresses 
a definite opinion in the matter one way or the other, it will be conveyed to 
the Government and certainly Government’s assistance will be sought in 
that respect. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May I speak a few words on this subject, Sir? When 
we were coming into the compound to-day — 1 was unfortunately a little bit 
earlier — we were actually stopped at the gate and after we explained who we 
were one of the chaprasis came and he opened the gate for us. When I 
came into the premises itself I found thal all the seats which the members 
should use — and that is the privilege of the members, I take it — were occupied 
by police sergeants and prdicemen and even the tea rooms were all occupied 
by them and most of the tea perhaps is consumed by them. 1 would request 
that this being' the privilege of the members- the tea rooms and the lobby 
where the members frequent should not at least be used by the police as 
the members cannol sit with them as it is derogatory to the dignity of the 
members of tlu' House. We do not want any juotection inside the iiremises. 
You, Sir, are the custodian of the privileges of the members and you can have 
your own walch and ward staff for purjioses of protection. If the police are 
to be ])Osted they ma\ be posted outside tbe iin'cincts of this Council 
Chamber. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, Mr. Ito\, pei'haps you know that it is the 
Hon’ble Speaker of the other House who is in charge of the Assembly 
premises and not the President of this House. Now as regards the point of 
privilege which was raised by you I would ceu'tainly see that the privileges of 
the members are not in any way infringed. 

Am n'gards Mr. Haridas Majumdar’s adjouinnuml motion 1 may inform 
honouiable membeis that the mover of the motion may iakt‘ 21) minute^ to 
sj)eak on it and the Hon’ble Minister may take 20 minutes to re])ly to the 
debate. Oil ler members get only 10 minu1(*s each. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: What hap}>ens. Sir, to the police force 
stationed within the premises of the Chamber. They should be ordered to go 
out of the eom])ound of the building and indeetl J think, Sir, the Hon’ble 
President has every right to do so when this House is in session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I just draw \our attention to rule 118 of the 
Council Procedure Rules. It reads: “The admission to the IViuncil Chamber 
of (1) visitors to the visitors gallery, (2) representatives of the Press to the 
Press gallery, and (8) officials during the sittings of the Council shall be 
regulated in accordance wdth orders made by th(‘ President after consultation 
Avith the (lovernor". The^e are the ])ower‘^ conferred on me under the 
Rules. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Are you going to consult the Governor 
in regard to police arrangements within the precincts and outside, 8ir.^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In this matter Mr. Majumdar, as I liave said, there 
should be a definib* expression of opinion by tlie honourable members of this 
House as to Avhat you Avant, Avhether you w^ant the police to be withdrawn 
from the precincts of this building or not. So long there is no definite 
expression of opinion hy the honourable members, I am in a difficult posi- 
tion specially in view of the considerable divergence of opinion on the subject 
amongst the honourable memhers, I am the mouthpiece of the House and I 
must voice the opinion of the House and not of its individual members. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: But within the precincts or compound of 
this building there should be no police force. 
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Hr* PRESIDENT: Mr. Majumdar, I think the best course will be to 
move a motiim and to make this suprgestinn. 

Mft LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then, Sir, 1 would like to move an 
adjournment motion just now on the subjec t, it was I who first mentioned 
the matter to the ('liair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But surely not now. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL MAHMUD: Then tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Rut tomorrow is a holiday, (an’t it he 
done today, Siri^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How can it be done today when there is already one 
adjournment motion on the agenda ? 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL MAHMUD: This may be done next wet*k. 

Khdn Sahib WAHIDUZZAM AN : I^erhaps it may he taken up toda\' if 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar withdraws his adjournment motion of today, which 
does not appear to be of great importance. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: I want to say that you, Sir, are 
not so powerless as you think you are. You can enforce* any decision of your 
own which you think to he necessary to he passed in or(i(‘r to jirotecd* tlie 
rights and jirivileges of the memhers of this House. There are ways and 
means. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^Ir. Hami<lul Huq ('howdhury, ;\oii must rc'alise that 
honourable nu‘mhers themselves must first of all come to an agreement as 
K'gards the rights that have been infringed. You say that no rights lhave 
been infringed hv the police coming within the compound whereas your 
friends on the other side think the otiher way. So there (‘xisis a difference 
of opinion in the House among tlie memhers themselves and unh'ss there is 
a definite expression of views one w'ay or the other J do not know what 
opinion I am to convey to proper quarters. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Sir, in your hand arc conc.ciit rat- 
ed the rights of this House. So iai as the o|)inion that I cxpu'.sscd jud the 
opinion exp?-(*ssed by the otlier side is concerneil I find that fliere. has hei^n a 
little misunderstanding. My friends have in a general way raised tlie ques- 
tion of police posting in and around the House. J rai.sral tlie (juestion that 
members must not he molested at the time of entering the House, hut vvlndJier 
the police should be posted outside or in the building— that is a nairower or 
smaller issin*. which may not lx* mixixl u]i with the (luestiou of jirotection from 
interference by outsiders. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Of (ou rse I agree that the lionouralile ineiuhms must 
not be molested. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the (|uestion of molestation does not 
ari.se but care must he taken to see that the sanctity of tin* House and of the 
HLamber be not invaded by any outsider. It (rovernment think that they 
should post police office! s outside the g.ites ami tiius pievent any outsid^T 
from coming in, we have no objection. But wa* object to the jn'csenci* (it tin' 
police within the building nr within the niamher ilsidl. My Irimid 
Mr. Hamidul Hik] ( howalliun became vei\ angry heiniuse on accnniil ot the 
crowd he found some difficulty in entering the building. That should not be 
any reason for supporting the presence of the police within tlie compound, 
What I say is this : let Government arrange to post the police in any way they 
like, but that must not be within the building. 
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Ths Hofl’bto MTi H. $• SUHRAWARDYs Sir, whatever steps Govern- 
ment have taken in the matter have been taken in the interest and security 
of the honourable members of the House. I shall be very glad to have the 
opinion of the House regarding the steps taken and I would certainly abide 
or attempt to abide by their wishes. There is no doubt about it that you, 
Sir, have complete power and considerable influence over the Government and 
your wishes even apart from the wishes of tlie House will have the greatest 
amount of consideration at the hands of Government. But I agree with you 
that it would be better to have a definite ojiinion of the House on this matter, 
and I Mould welcome an expression of such ojiinion, because what we have 
done is not for the ])restige of the Government but for the sake of the 
honourable memlx'rs themsidvi's. If, hoMa*ver, they desire to be molested, 
if they desire to be obstructcal, if they desire the House or the building to be 
turned into a bear-garden, Me cannot help. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May I inform the Hon’ble (diief Minister 
that the ])oli(a‘ Mas sitting in the lobbies and in the members’ seats? Was 
that not a misuse of their jiower? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; This has been brought to my 
iK'tice just noM and suitable action Mill be tak(‘n ; I can assure \ou of that. 
It IS ([uite a ditlerent thing from the point ot view expresstal before. 

Mr. SATIS CHANDRA SEN: I do not understand, Sir, mIiv there has 
been so much heat ov<*r this (pK'stion ol putting police MUthiii the compound. 
Our (*xperit‘n((‘ shoMs that it is sometimes necessjiry to ])ost ])olice inside the 
comjiound, la^caust* Me are sometimes obstrueteil b> the ])olic(* as also b> 
outsiders. W'luit 1 think is a reasonable napiest to be maih* is that the 
police oflicei's imiN (‘ome into the preiuncts ot the comiiouml l)iit it is certain] v 
not desirable that the> should o(‘cupy the lobb\ or chans insi(h‘ the building. 
So can thei-e not be an\ c.om])romise in this r(*sp(M'1 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: On this point 1 may sav that 
it Mas never intended that the jiolice jiosted should occupy the lobby or 
eeats in tin' rooms. They are posted round about the building. But they 
should b(‘ unobtrusive and st(‘ps M’ill be taken accordingly not to make their 
presence ]irominent . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We h ave got an assurance from the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister that so far as the ])osting of the polic(‘ M'ithin the precincts of the 
compound is conceriuMl lie will see that they should not in any way cause 
inconvenience to the honourable members within the compound. As regards 
the general (juestion a date will have to be fixed later M’heu the members 
should e.\i>iess their opinion M'ludher they Muuild like the police force to enter 
the comjiound or jnecincts of the buildings or not. Tlie general question 
Caunot be taken up to-day as there is another adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, Me Mill discuss it on another 

day. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: May I, Sir, move my adjournment motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move that this Council do 
•djourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the order ot the Government of Bengal declaring 16th August 1946 
08 a public holiday. 

Sir, I have stated on the floor of this House on more than one occasion 
that the Cabinet is suffering from a bitter communal complex. This is a 
communal Cabinet composed of persons who are practically out of tune with 
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the general electorate — Caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes, Christians and 
Anglo-Indians. Sir, I know the jyactice prevailing in the Secretariat that 
in course of this day-to-day administration His Excellency does not interfere 
and a public holiday is generally declared hy the Hon 'hie Finance Minister 
without any direct knowledge and consent ^'1 His Excellency. And this 
case may not he an exception to the general practice or convention. This 
Cabinet, Sir, has taken advantage of this situation for its party ends. 

Sir, what are the leasoiiN for this unprecedented action on the part of the 
League Ministry? To my mind tlie_\ took a cue from the Sind Ministi'y and 
they waiit(*d not to lag behind the precariou.N Eeagin' Ministry of tin* d(‘sert 
of Sind. Sir. here in Ifengal they have re(‘ruited goo<l advi.sers and patrons 
of tlie League from tlie lanks of the ex-manager of Dacia Xayvah Estate 
80 that the authorities sitting on the top may ht‘ k(*f)t advised in accordance 
witli the wishes of their League favourite.s - - 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; What are you talking about! 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; 1 am talking about League favourites. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is better that you avoid personal refl('ctuins. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, I am saying how th(‘y wiv utilising 
these League 1avountt*,> lot then own eiid.s. “Hight«‘ousMess exalttdli a 
nation” said tlie Kite Lord Kipon yvh(»st* naim* as one of the IxMK'ficmil 
Viceroys that came to Indi.i is a household vvonl in Ihuigal and is still borne 
by one ot our most poimlar c(dleg(‘s founded by th(‘ lat<‘ Sir Surcuidra Nath 
Banerjee. When Brilish memlieis of the ('ivil Service forgot the true 
interests of the dumh millions ])laced under their care and ally themsidves 
witli self-seeking commiinalists they ]>rov(‘ lalsi* to the rac(‘ of good British 
administrators like Ijord Northbrooke, Jjord Cornwallis, Ijord Ihuitinck, 
Loi’d (’aiming, Sii Henry Cotton, Sir (leorga* (’ampbidl and Sii' William Duke, 
to name only a few who spcuit the’‘b(‘st years of their liv(‘s in India and ahvays 
had the yvelfare of this country at heait. Bi-itish nih* would not liavc lasted 
here so long hut lor these nohlc men and it has hccoim* so uiipopulai' today 
because many Britons coming- out to India in Ihcsi' days ;(rc short sigh t(*d and 
think that th(\\ can remain ln*re long hy playing one* coniniunilv against the 
other. Sii‘, I shoiihl liki' to say that as regards the Biitish industrialists 
and businessmen if they can make two bhnh's ol corn glow w h<*r(‘ only one 
did before, they are yvelconie. If their motive Ix^ exploitation hy unjust 
means, wc yvill sliow them no ijuarters The present motion is an acid tixsf 
of their sincerity. AVhy should hanks, offic»*s, woiksh(»])s lx* (dos(*d while 
more than half the iiopnlation of the province consisting of Hindus, 
Nationalist Muslims, Indian Christians and Anglo-Indi.in.s do not suhsciibe 
to the creed ot Ihc Muslim L(‘agiic and do not lxdi(*vc in non-part icijiaf ion in 
the Viceroy's offer consi(h*rcd goixl enough hy the Congiess? d’hc action 
of the Ministry shows to wdiat length it may go in using the (iovcjnimmt 
machinery to furtlier its oyvn jiaity emhs. This unabashed imjmdcnce is 
shocking. This is of a piece yvitli communal a< fiviti(‘s which want to control 
even the transfer of suli-regist rars keeping all healthy stalions lor Muslims. 
The Rowlands Committee liad to record its ilisajijiroval of such intertenmee. 
Mr. Ahmad Ali, the editoi- of the .\<n‘n ) ttfja, has openly sfatixl in a public 
meeting in the I'niveisity Tnstiluti* Hall, Calcutta, that sugai- is (hmirxl to 
Nationalist Muslims in villages during the Bamjan fast. Ilow long yvill the 
British members of the legishiture aid and abet this seizuie of the adminis- 
trative poyver hy a party caucus to furtlier its oyvn ends? 

Sir, fortifying tlieir jiosition in the Secr(‘tariat they are fighting the 
British Government by declaring “Direct Action Day’’ yvith a sword not of 
steel but of Bengal bamboo. Sii-, they kiK)w in their Ixsirl of heart .s that 
not only Hindus but large sections of Muslims also w'ould not particijiate in 
their demonstration for Direct Action against British Government. They 
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have therefore designed this method of coercion by forcing the hands of the 
industrialists and businessmen including bankers, lawyers and consumers in 
general to take a holiday only to make it appear before the world that Bengal 
as a whole has sympathy with their plan and programme for attaining 
Pakistan even if they lead to Gorosthan as in 1943 where unlike Sind more 
than 50 per (;ent. of the people are against uneconomic or if I may be 
permitted to coin a new term unnational plan. Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy 
yesterday told this House tliat they had taken this step only to minimise the 
chances of bloodshed and communal clashes which they apprehend their 
demonstrations might bring aboui- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It lias just been brought to my notice 
that the two rc^porters wlio are expected to take dow'D only speeches in 
Bengali are rejiortirig the speeches. They should not lake down wSpeeches 
in any other language. The.\ have been lent by the (lovernnient for taking 
down Bengali speeches here. They are not expected to take down any 
speech which is not in Bengali. They are taking down speeches which are 
not in Bengali and this is very wrong. I would ask them to leave this 
Chamber. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: They should be asked to leave their notes. 
(The Bengali re])orters left the ('hamber.) 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, it is a fiinn.v argument, the worst 
irresponsible uttmunces falling from the lij)> oi a ('hief Ministm-. This, 
however, disclos(*s a very imimrtant fact to whi(di T draw the attention of 
His Excellency of the (iovernor of the province. Tlie Cabinet as formed under 
His Excellency’s guidanca* has ])ractically dislranchiseal half the ])opulation 
of Bengal. 3^h(' jioliey ami programme' that is lieing followed b\ the ])resent 
Cabinet are iigainst the wislu's of a majority of the people, so miudi so that 
the Cabimd had to take such an (*\tn*me imM^uu* to j)aral>se the peaceful 
activities of the peo])le of the land, just t(> avoid goondaism of a few street 
nitlians. Ami who ar<‘ lhe\ h Sir, may 1 ]>ertine]it ly emjiiire what is the 
economic loss oi the ])rovinc(* b\ this com])uis()iy (dosing of the normal 
husiiK'Ss and avocations of the jx'opler' Do the Ilon’ble Ministers lose the 
day’s salary for this party fad and fiin!^ Do these gentlemen draw their 
salary while they are away from their station in the Province to attend 
League me<‘tiugs at Bombay and Karacdiiy The poor tax-payers 
wdio are bowt*d down umh'r the dead w'eigbi of a deficit budget will 
wait for a re])l\ . “Others may suffer we will not" Sir, this is their motto 
and undei' tln‘ inspiration oi this jolly meriy prineiph' the_\ have decdaied a 
public holiday w'ithout realising foi’ a moment the implications of their 
conduct, the dire necessity of the i>oor day labourers and the total economic 
loss to the commercial firms and the Government concerned. Sir, may I 
further empiire if Pandit Nelirii takes in a Nationalist Muslim in the Interim 
Government and as a result Mr. Jinnah does not think it advisable to join 
the Interim (loverninent and if the Congiess observes a “Deliverance Day’’ 
or “Day of Relief” wdll the Government deedare the day a public holiday? 

I trust I sliall be favoured with a reply. Sir, the fact is that tlie only motive 
behind this oider is to demonstrate to the illiterate masses, Hindus and 
Muslims of Bengal, who are dying of starvation inch by inch, that the 
Muslim League is all-powerful in Bengal and even wdien they declare “Direct 
Action”, British Government dare not stand in their way. Thus they want 
to strengthen their party at the cost of the country. Sir, it is an ill-advised 
and wrong move whi(di will bring down the pjestige of tlie Government to 
the dust. Sir, im]Kirtial treatment to all — the basic principle that all civilized 
Governments sliould follow’ is going to he cast to the winds in this province. 

A “Kazi” rule is going to be established in Bengal. This is only the 
beginning. 

The Congress Ministries never’ declared a public holiday on similar 
occasions. Two reasons may be put forward for such action of this Ministry. 
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One is that it wants to impress upon the masses the greatness of the Direct 
Action the League is going to launch. In that case the law is going to be 
broken. Should men be in charge of the (lovemment, the repository of 
laws as they exist and promote breach of them at the same time? The 
Congress had to disobey laws in the past bu^- they chose the straightforward 
course of giving up the reins of office. Air. Suhrawardy in his pettiness 
declares that he will set up a parallel Government in Bengal if an Interim 
Government be in full swing, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Air. Alajumdar, I think the word 
“pettiness” is an iinparliameniarv exiiression. You should not use it. 
You better withdraw it. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: The Congress Alinistries could do like- 
wise when they resigiu'd office after tlie war was deidared. But the Congress 
being a bod\ having better jiolitieal sense has no faith in childisli pranks. 
The Congress and the Hindu Mahasabha in Hyderabad broke laws taking 
the full conseqiumces. In tlie lustory of the struggh' for freedom of other 
nations, say tlH‘ Irish, the law-hrcakers were law-breakers openly and 
avowedly. You cannot drink milk and smoke tol)acco at tlie same time, 
as the Bengali adage goes. If tliere be a mass violation of law by Aluslims 
later on, the present action may pave the way to tliat. Is it not, Sir, con- 
trary to all fundamental princijiles of administration that the Government 
machinery is used to biing about increasing breach of tht‘ law? 

The other excuse, as 1 liave already stated, is the avoidanct' of bloodshed 
and communal trouble. In (liat case the (iovernment must b(‘ taken to have 
abdicated its function. Will it be a fit couisc to pursue during post-war 
industrial unrest to show our (iovernment as weak beyond imNisure? Air. 
Nazimuddin has o])erd\ reburisl to violence. This is votx unfortunate at a 
time when the countT\ is volatile and expIosi\c. 

The following rcvsolutioii passed in a largely attended mmding yesterday 
shows the depth of feeling in the C()untr\. 

“This nu'eting of the citizens of Calcutta lepresent ing different shades of 
political opinion lecords its emphatic pr(»test at the jirl)itrar\, highhanded 
and indiscreet action of tfi(‘ I>eagiie (iovernimmt in Bengal in deedaring the 
16th of August as a juiblic holiday in <h‘fian(‘e oi public smitiments and in 
the teeth of popular opposition”. 

AVith tliese words. Sir, 1 reijuest the IJon’bh* Chief AfinistiT to rise above 
party and take (‘ourage in both hands and rescind tin* ord(‘r of ]Miblic holiday 
passed. This will enhance h]> juestige. With these* words I commend the 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Afoti on moved: that this (Amncil do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of uig(*nt public importance, namely, 
the order of the Government of Bengal declaring the Ifith August H)46 as a 
public holiday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Air. IVesident, Sir, T rise to sup])ort this 
motion which is to censiiie the Government for their highhambsl and indis- 
creet action in declaring the 16th of August, that is, tomorrow^, a public 
holiday in defiance of public sentiments and in the teeth of jiojmlar opposition. 

Sir, what is the reason beliind it? In the case of other holidays, we know 
what they were for, for instance, tlie Pujah holidays, the Id holidays, 
the Christmas holidays, the Bank hobMays and so on and so forth. Here 
no reason was assigned in the notification. Kvidently Government’s 
conscience was uneasy for they knew^ it was for the observance of tlie Direct 
Action Day of a certain political party, viz., the Afuslim Leagm*. Disrretion 
was the better part of valour and so they remained silent, so far as the noti- 
fication was concerned. But they could not remain silent for long. The 
Government was assailed on all sides, in the platform and in the press, within 
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this Chamber and outside it and so they came put with an explanation. They 
now say that it was for the maintenance of peace and tranquillity of the 
province. Clearly, Sir, this is an afterthought and therefor© not the true 
cause for the holiday. The real motive behind it was to make the Direct 
Action Day wear the appearance of success, come what may, and not for the 
interest of peace and tranquillity of the province, for which they cared very 
little. Here we must know what is this Direct Action Day for, of which 
this notification of the holiday is the offshoot. It w^as ostensibly to get that 
which the Muslim League failed to get by negotiation, but outwardly it is 
for getting Pakistan by force, is now the slogan. The 

Lengue leaders know in the heart of their hearts that the cry of Pakistan is 
a colossal hoax jmlitically as well as econoniicall\ . They know, Sir, that in 
the ])rovince of Pengal the non-Muslims are 4<S per cent, of the population. 
They know they can’t have it without their consent, and they know further 
that that cnrisiuit will nevei- be given. They cannot have it in the Punjab 
either. The\ know that the Sikhs who are an important minority and the 
other non-Muslims do not agree to it, rather ihe> resent it as vehemently as 
the Pengalees in Pengal do. They know. Sir, that the North-West Frontier 
Province is a (^ingress ])rovinc(‘ in which Muslims are 95 per cent, but there 
they wmn’t have it. What for then is this false cry Sir, this being the 
situation, this false cry of Pakistan has been raised as a lever to strike the 
(kmgresH with in the interest of British Imperialism. It has been raised, 
Sir, also for bargaining of coinlitions which are inijiossible of fulfilment and 
wliich in ultimate analysis will ensure the benefit of foreign rule. 

Sir, the British (libinet Mission while rejecting the Pakistan scheme 
very thoughtfully laid down suggestions in the State Paper of May 16th 
which tin' present-day Muslim ' League leadershi]) seized with avidity to 
carry on their agitation to which, let me say in passing, they are fully 
entitled evim to declare a jiarticulai day as a Direct Action Day. Sir, it 
is a thousand pities that at a time like tliis when everybody is for demo- 
cracy and indeiiendence, there .should be at llie jiresent moment at the helm 
of the g'reat Muslim community a leader lo lead them astray, a leader who 
is imjau'vious to all appi'als of ])atriotism, juslict* and fairplay. 

Sir, the fiat has gone foi th ]>arti(‘ularl.\ from Sir, now Mr. Nazimuddin, 
ex-(diief Minister of Bengal, that the Muhammadans know no such policy as 
non-violence and that they know how they must act to attain their objective. 
He imyilied. Sir, that the) must have hy unconstitutional nudhods what they 
have so long fail'd to gcd hy negotiation. It is to start such an agitation 
fraught with so duiig('rous const'ijuences tliat Kith August has been proclaim- 
ed by the partizan lit'ague (lovernment of Bengal as a jmblic holiday. In 
doing so the) have east all sens(‘ of deeeney and fairplay to the four winds. 
They have ignon'd tlu' best interests of the {irovince as a whole— the (lov- 
eriimeiit aet('d as a dc])artment oi the Muslim League. 

Sir, they ignored the fact that people allowed to attend to the ordinary 
avocations of life which would keep them engaged tor the day, would have 
minimized chances of clash between comiminities and communities, between 
ideologies and ideologies. AVith their exes wide open, Sir, they have 
increased the chances of colli.sion. Being a public holiday, the labourers 
would come <mi of the mills, the students from schools and colleges and the 
public from other normal activities of life, and they would loiter. The 
Muslims raised to the fever heat of agitation will he in no mood to suffer 
any counter views with the result that the breach of peace on such a holiday 
will he inevitable. 

Sir, a similar situation arose in Sind. The (lovernor promptly put it 
down cancelling the iiotiHcation of a holiday on the Ibth August in the 
interests of peace and tranquillity. Now to have it again the Sind Ministry 
is swearing before the Governor and is undertaking that there will be no 
outburst of violence or incitement to violence or any violent demonstration 
on the 16th. ' We ask, has the Bengal Ministry given such a pledge to the 
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assurance to the people even today? 
Will they bind themselves to assure that if the bazars are open, the students 
attend ^hook and co leges, there will be no interferen.’e from the side of the 
Ueaguer We hope the Government will clarity these points. Sir, we desire 
to know what arrangements have been made by the Government for keeping 
the peace and protecting the law-abiding citizen.s against League goomtaism. 

Sir the League leadership now at the head of (he Bengal Government 
know full well that without the holiday tomorrow, the strike should iirove a 
colossal failure. And so to give it tlie colour of a success thcv decided upon 

tj)G . 

Sir, a (r(A ei iiiiif'iil wJiicli (aniiol hold th<‘ halajK'o t'vtMi Ixdwooii jw'oplo 
and peoido uonmiitted to tlicir char^'o i.s no (lovtM-nineni . It l.s a faction and 
therefore can hardly he honest in its diallings. Soonei' such a (jloveniinent 
topplesS down the hotter it would he for all concerned. 

MTi Gu MORGAN: Mr. Pr(*sident. I wtdeonie this oppoTtunit\ of voicinjr 
the opinion of my party on tlie action taken hy (loveinnu'nt as rej^ai’ds this 
public holiday. We consider that the action, to say the least of it, is 
unwise, and it creates a very liad pr(‘cedent (Mr. Lm.it Cii\Ni)n\ Das: 
Heai, hear). Doth the lion hie ('hiel Minist(*r and tin' Finance Minister 
have stated that this afdioii on the jiart ot (lovi'rninenl was taki'ii in order 
to preserve ])eace on the da\ ot the Muslim Lea^’iU' demonstrations on what 
is (ailleil DiK'ct Action \^hatever that ma> nii'an. Ii sei'ms to us that 
this action is llkel^ to deteat it.s idiject in that tin' jmhlic., having nothin^ 
else to do on that (la\ , will he free to do anything they like and communal 
trouhle will probably arise. 

The (diief Ministf'r must he a wan' of the ilanger of trouhle aiising and, 
holding, as he does, the jiortfolio of laiw and Order, In* will lx* liard pul to it 
to keep the peace. 

Sir, w(' think th(*re is enough trouhle just now with strikes ever\ \vh(*ro 
without running tin* risk of more trouhle. In view of the n'lxuts in tin' press 
regarding the delicate jiosition oi tin* setting up of an Int(*nm (jiovernmeni 
at the (’entre 1 should liave thought that our Oovf'rnim'nt would have used 
its iiitiuenee to get the Muslim lif'agm* to cancel their df'iuonst rat ion iin*an- 
time. 

I have only taken pait in tins discussion hecause 1 j(‘el that ( lovtuaiment 
sliould he made awaie ol tin* fei'lings ot a large seidion of tin* public. An 
atmosiihere ot iiiicertaintN and tear has been creatf'd hy this action of 
Government, and that. 1 ma\ sa\, is a vi*ry dangt'rous almos])ln're. 

I trust (jovernment realises its responsibility in this matter and will a(;t 
according’ly . 

Miss ETHEL ROBERTSON: Sir, the Governmerit has announei'd (hat 
tomorrow is to be a holiday. Tli.ii is all vei\ W(*ll for otiiees, films, hanks, 
etc., hut what would lia])p(*ii to tin* k Nurso.s would have to go on duty 
or the patients must sutler, d’ln* t(*le]diom' girls have hei'n told I hat unilei- 
all circumstances they are to attf'ud tln'ir offiei's. I sjieak t(»da\ as a w'f>man 
of Bengal. Sir, when an_\ ])art\' d(*cides to liold demonstrations, I would 
like to point out that hy molesting women who have to go out in tin* dis- 
charge of their dnt> they an* not furthering their [)art\. I do not mean to 
imply that any women w'ill he molested tomorrow’, Imt I should like to point 
out that during strikes and demon.strations it is (he untort unate exjieriema^ 
of this town for w’omen to he annoyed fui the streets .and while I rf'alisi* the 
office w’orkers can stay at home, I fail to understarnl what tin* nuisf's and the 
telephone girls of raleiitta are to do tomorrow'. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, 1 beg to oppose tin* ad|ournmeiit 
motion that has been tabled by Mr. llaridas Mazumdar not (jn the ground 
that Government supports the holiday but on the ground that Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das has said that it would have been a colossal failure in case the 



260 


APJOIJENMENT MOTION. 


[15th Aug., 


Oovernment would not declare the 16th August as a holiday. I wish that 
the Government had not declared it as a holiday. I wish tlmt the Congress 
should not have taken shelter under the protecting wings of Lord Wavell. 
I wish the Bengal Government should have stood up in its true stature and 
declared it their Direct Action Day and from the Muslim League point of 
view they have directed that the lOtli of August would be a day for direct 
action. But 1 think in a cooler moment the Bengal Government in the 
interests of law and order have declared it a public holiday and the Congress 
thereby has found an excuse to attack the (ioverninent and to propagate in 
the press that but for the declaration of the holiday by the Government of 
Bengal the hartal would have been a colossal failure. Sir, it is a regrettable 
fact lhat Mr. Majumdai' has come forward with such a motion. Previously, 
so far as I remember, since 1920, the Muslims in all spheres of activities, in 
all hartals, in all processions were intimidated and were forced to join in 
other parties' demonstiation. They know that at no time the Muslims w^ere 
annoyed. Tin* Bengal Government, in the int(‘rest of the province as a 
whole, have declared to-morrow a public holiday. I do not think from the 
Miislirr) lasigue point of view that the Government were right in doing so 
because W'e also want a trial of strength of our organisation ; the 10 crores of 
Muslims of India have got the guts to stand and to have their demand exact- 
ed fiom Lord Wavell. We do not like to take our shelter under the pro- 
tecting wungs of Lord Wavell. Pandit Jawarharlal the other day rejected 
the Interim Government. Lord Wavell, duty bound, morally and ethically 
was bound to call the Muslim Ijeague to form the Interim Government. Now' 
the Muslims liave rejected and Lord Wavell has now' invited the President 
of the Congr(*ss Organisation to form the Cabinet. Therefore tlie Muslims 
want to (hunonstrab*, to show wdudlnu* they have got the pow'er to mobilise 
and force the British to yield to their demand for Pakistan. With these 
remarks, Sir. I oppose th(‘ motion that ha'^ been moved by Mr. Majumdar. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, r rise to oppose the motion moved by Mr. Hari- 
das Majumdar and supported by Mr. Tailit Chandra Das. J)e])uty Ijeader of 
the Congress Ihirty. It is as (dear as da\ light that th(‘ tdaim of the Congress 
to repK'sent all communities and parties living in this great continent is a 
fiubteifiigc and is not coirt*ct. Idieie is no i(h*ntit_\ of interest. Muslims 
form a s(‘])arale nation having their separate interest. s(‘])arate rights and 
privilege's and the Congrt'ss whicdi was so long mas<]U('rading under the garb 
of a Tcpre'sentat iv(‘ s])okcsman of all the* paities in India falls to the ground. 
Tt is unfortunati' that this motion has Ikmmi tabh'd and discussed in this 
House. Sir, wi' Muslims came to this land more than 1,000 years ago 
and we have been living togethm- with other communities amicabls and 
pea(‘efully. Sima' the commenc(‘m«‘nt of the British rule, after 75 \ears of 
their rule w'e Mmslims have suffered inhuman hardship. We have been 
reduced to a nation of hew^ers of w'ood and drawers of water. They have 
worked in full co-operation wdth all the sister communities all these years 
but now' ultimately they find that their sacrifices, supreme as they were, are 
all in vain. Their sacrifices have not been appreciated and their hand of 
co-operation, their generous offer of co-operation has been most ruthlessly 
reje(‘ted by the other parties. Coming to the subject matter of the Direct 
Action I ma\ >ay that the Muslim League under the great Quaide Azam 
Mr. Jiunah liave made great sacrifices. It is only in the interest of India 
as a whole that at Delhi the Mu.slim League agreed to postpone the attain- 
ment of their great Ideal, namely, Pakistan, for ten years. And for what? 
To w^ork peacefully with the Congress and all the other parties in India, and 
to evolve a constitution suitable to the principal parties in India. But, Sir, 
what wuis the effect? Thereafter it w'as stated by the top leaders of the 
Congress that they were going to the Constitiitent Assembly to make their 
own constitution irresjmetive of what w'as contained in the proposals of the 
Cabinet Mission. It was when clarification was sought and did not come and 
also a statenient was made in Parliament by the Cabinet Ministers to the 
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eilect that the claim of the Congress was uplield then there was no alterna- 
tive for the Muslim League but to stand on its own legs and to try to attain 
their salvation by themselves. As a result of that the Direct Action Day 
hiifl been declared. For long ITh years they have suffered and suffered and 
there is a limit to tlieir patience and suffering and endurance. It has been 
said that hut for tlie declaration of Kith August as a ]uihlic lioliday by 
Government it would he u failure. In answer to that I must point to the 
results of tiie elections. AVas there a public holiday in s\i])port of tliat wlien 
about 95 per cent. League Mussalmans were tdectedr' AUas there any 
coercion then? AA'hen hartals were declared on other occasions by the Hindu 
community no such cry was raised. Hut as pi'act* and onh'r might b(‘ broken 
during a hartal tlie Lovim nmcnt tlmuglil it their suprenu' duty to declare the 
IGtli of August a iiublic [iolida\. So 1 am sori\ to say tliat by this motion 
the ( ongress wants and othto- parties want that theu' should Ik‘ somi' soit of 
a disorder tomorro^\ . As I n^ad the ^iroccsMlnigs of the meeting at Di'shapriya 
Park yestei'day, it seemed to me that the\ wm'c imuting viidence. Sir, I 
warn the Hindu community that the Muslims are a virile nation and they are 
not going to tolerate un> more this sort of intc'rfertmce. ddu\\ will tiow stand 
for their own salvation on their own legs. u ill tr\ every ])ossible way 

now to depend entirely on their own <dforis. 

Sir, with these words I oppose the adjournment motion of my friend 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. tor some limi‘, since the 
decimation r(‘garding the o]>st'rvance of the Kith .Vugiist as a da\ of protest 
by Mussalmans, attimipts w(*re Indng made all omu tlu' ])ro\ine(‘, unfor- 
tunately, by the Hindu community to show that th(\\ are not in favour of th<‘ 
demand of the Mussalmans, The\ are also creating ditliculties in the way 
of the peace-loving Muslims to stage thmr piolesi in a pcactdiil maiim'r and 
to record their protest against tin* decision taken by tin' tlirc'c nuunlxu’s of tlie 
British (ahinet. Lver\ nation, (*ver\ group ot pi'ople. (‘sany section of 
peoph* and individual lias the light -and that is a iuiidamciital iiglil--to 
lead ju'occssion.s and (Wfuess tlndi \n‘ws in puhlic noMdings. ddicsi' aic some 
of the fundamentals ot all civil lihmties r<‘cogniscd in most coinitri(*s. IJi're 
the Alussalmaiis liavi* de« larml a da> of protest against d(M ision of the 
Cabinet Mission, and in fait Uie Congrivss know in tlimr lustit ot lusirts (the 
other groups also know and m.\ frimid Mr. Haiidas Ma jumdar, repi (*scnt ative 
of the Hindu Maliasahha, wlio has iinfortunalel v had no oih‘ witli him also 
knows) that 95 pm* emit, of (he Alnslims of India are behind the dmnand 
put foith hv the AJiislim Lmiguc. A\’li\, then, cr<‘ale ditliculties in the way 
of a peaceful demonstration, why stand in the way of their exercising an 
elementary right of recording their opinion. Man> Hindus often express 
their views that tlnne should he settlement hetwemi Hindus and Muslims, so 
they should know the Muslim mind, the\ should rmdise that it is a, solemn 
day for Muslims. Therefore no provocative language should be exjiressed as 
has been done by two members of the opp(»site benches, as are being daily 
published in so-called responsible ])a]>crs and as has been done by responsible 
leaders from tlie ]>ub]ic platforms. No one will obstruct if a Hindu slio]) is 
kept open. Hardly any one doubts that the Hindus nri‘ not with the 
Muslims ill their struggle. It is not binding upon the Hindus to close 
their shops. But if they are patriotic enough, they will re.spect the senti- 
ment of their Muslim brethren and out of respect for Muslim feelings, 
suspend their ordinary business that day. Bui no one calls upon the Hindus 
to stop their business, tliey can go wherever Ihev like. AVhy then this pro- 
paganda, why these public meetings everywhere and why this provocation. 
(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: AVe are not standing in the way of 
demonstration). Can there not he a peaceful demonstration? Then why 
this provocation? If you become generous, when you have won, there 
would be a greater chance of compromise. You should know that you can- 
not establish a Government and rule even if you are larger in number — far 
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less without the consent of the people — even a majority of the jpeople can- 
not rule without the consent and willing co-operation of the minority. It 
is not possible unless you look to the interest of the people. Like Fascists 
you cannot rule by issuing orders at the point of bayonet, and having big 
buHsinessinen at your command you cannot force people to do anything 
against Uieir will. I say it is not the Government of Bengal whicih has 
been creating occasions for disturbances. It is Government’s duty to see 
as t(j bow they will preserve ]»eace It is Government’s duty k) >ee that 
no obsl ruction is j)ut to legitimate action by a large section of the people. 
Government have declared a holiday. They liave given explanation. That 
does not mean that th(‘ holiday has becni given for the purpose of pro- 
paganda on belialf of the Muslim I.eague, They have made tliis arrange- 
ment only to prevejit breach of jieace. To maintain law and order, as they 
say, this holiday has been detdared. But at the same tinie you should not 
take advaJitage of the situation to ])ut fuel to tli(‘ fire. Do not put gun- 

i )owd<*r to a situation whicdi is already ])i’egnaiit wdth seiiouN consequences. 

icaders of the Muslini League have a])j)ealed and so have othei Muslim 
League organisations to o])Herve the Kith August peacefully. This action 
has been taken to fight for out own rights. If you find that at any time an 
occasion has aristui in whi(di there has been breach of peac e then > ou could 
suppress it by the force of arms whicdi \ou have. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR; Mr. Kresident, Sir, tlie Oovernmeiil of 
Bengal has decdaicMl the Kith August as a public holiday on acc-ount of tlie 
Muslim lanigue declaring Direct Action. This order lias beam given to 
maintain peaca* and order on that day. 1 do not know how the* Government 
could imagine that there would be no jieac'e or tranquillity in the province. 
There may be breach of jieace or there may not be. Why do they apprehend 
that there would be breach of pcnicc’? We have seen hartals and Direct. 
Actions. \\b* know that leadens organise hartals. We know ihat the 
leadei’s who have no hold on the* jieople or the massc*s sa\' that thcK^ w'ould 
be any brc'uc h cd pence. We‘ know that unle‘ss it comc's fiom the organisers 
or the dennonsi 1 alois themselvecs there* would he no breach of peace and 
order. Sir, Dire*et Aedion Da\ is Diieed Action Day, 1 do not know 
whether as Mr. llaniidiil II uq (’howdhur\ sa\s this Direct Action Day means 
that this against the decision of the (’abinet Mission. If this is so we 
have* nothing to sav agairisi it. Hut what we find from the speeches of 
other leaders of the Muslim Ijcngue of the different provinces of India as 
well as of Hc'jigal, that this is not onl\ against the British GoveTument but 
it is also against the Gongr<*ss as w'ell I think Direct Action has been 
envisaged generally for the freedom of India, really to drive out the 
Britishers. If reall> that is so then certainly w^e would all join them in 
their act ion. 

Now, Sir, we find that the Bengal Government has deedared tomouoAv a 
holiday. Why, Sir^ Why this holiday They want to show oi- rather the 
Ijeague wants to show that thc‘y want to maintain hartal on that clay (to- 
morrow). It is a forced haital. How can there be a real hartal on a holiday 
declared by Government P It is only for jnirposes of publicity that hartal 
was to be obsc‘rved on the K>th August that you have declai'ed tomorrow a 
working cla.\ a holicla.N and if \ou had an\ real intention to observe liartal 
tomorrow' you would md have* dc’c*lared it a holiday. You have only cai-elessly 
and thoughtlessly misused tire penvers that have been conferred ui)on you 
by the sheer majority in this iiCgislatiire. You are sim})ly misusing the 
pow'ers that have* becui conferred u])on \ou as a Government. Aon are 
closing all the offices. WhyP Is it becau.se vour party, the party 
W'bich you re])resent. the Muslim League, w'ants a hartal to be observed? 
Because you know' in your heaid of hearts that you cannot have a successful 
hartal and therefore you have come nut or rather the Government has come 
out to say that there will be holiday tomorrow. There is no other sense in 
declaring a holiday on that day. If the Bengal Government had not declared 
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it a holiday and you wanted to observe hartal tomorrow I would have welcom- 
ed it and there would be a real hartal. We want our friends to unite and to 
show that they ( an also stand against the British Imperialism and they are 
also coming forward to join hands with ns in driving out the Imperialist 
British Government. But that is not so. Tlierefore, Sir, we have to object 
to the procedure that has been adopteil by the Goveininont. And next, we 
do not want that any Governmeni should meddle in this sort of political affairs 
where one party in its whim dominales. As per the Muslim Tjcague resolu- 
tion let it be a Direct Action Day. Let there be an appeal to the Muslims to 
observe hartal, to take out processions and hold meetings. But why this 
enforced abstinence from work, wdiy the order has coim' from (lovernment 
declaring tomorrow a holiday:' It is a scandalous and shameful act of the 
Government to declare a holiday tomonow. With thesi' \\ords, Sir, I 
call upon the Chief Minister and the Cabinet to cancel the declaration of 
a holiday tomorrow. Ij(‘t (hem demotisl ?att‘ that ca!i i(‘ally observe 

hartal tomorrow hut not closi' down the normal activities of the city hy the 
Government fonnbly declaring a holiday. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY spoke in Bengali. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Box xou ha\e reached tlu* time limit. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sii, max 1 have txxo minutes:'' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot gixe you any more liim*. Tliert* are other 
spcakcis, so you must rc'sume xour scat. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: May I appeal to xou tor two minutes 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The rules do notallow it. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Thank you. Sir 

Mr. P ATI RAM ROY s])oke in Bengali. 

Mr. MOAZZAM ALI CHAUDHURI spoke in Bengali. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTT: Mr. Bresident, Sir, I am really happy 
to find that there has been a xery healthy chang(‘ in the attitude of my 
friend Mr. llainidul llu(| Chowdhury. 1 wisli it were sinceie tind if it is 
.'lincere I congratulate him. f xvould only wish tlmt tiie Picmiier would 
have taken a lesson from him and not declared tomorrow a public holiday 
and everything would have been all right. Sir, if it is possible for a (jovern- 
ment for the purpose of complying with the wislies »)f a ])ariicular [larty to 
declare a business day to he a puhlii; holiday, then, Sir, it gives us really 
a foretaste of a Ihikistan Day in Bengal. I appreciate the observations 
made by Mr. llamidul Huii Ch(»w(lhury that this particular day is to he 
observed for the purjmse of demonstration against the British Imperialism. 
Sir, in that w^ay the‘y would have* got the (5o-operation from the Congress 
and I think all this camouflage would have l>een unnecessary. It is the 
utterances of responsible leaders like erstwhile Sir Nazimuddin, now 
Mr. Nazim uddin, that really cau.sed apprehension in the minds of many a 
people. In one of his speeches that 1 saw in the papers it was suggested 
that this Direct Action might take any kind of action and not restricted to 
non-violence. These statements did arouse suspicion in the minds of many. 
Sir, Hindus and Muslims are living in the mufassal peacefully like brothers 
and sisters, if I may use that expression hut this spirit in towns, if that is 
allowed to go on in this way, I am .sure is bound to create disturbances. One 
of the honourable members on the other side suggested that the Congress 
was trying to live within the wings of Lord Wavell, if I remember aright, 
but my learned friend on the other side is forgetting that the present 
situation, these reforms and the Reforms Acts are entirely due to the organi- 
sational strength and the struggle which the Congress has been carrying 



264 


ADJOURJ^MEIS^T MOTION. 


[15th Aug., 


on for tlie laat forty years and all this is not for a particular section of 
the people but for everybody in India. (Mr. Hamidul Huq Chovvdhury: 
Question !) You may (piestion it but you will not forget and you should 
not forget that the position you are now enjoying here is due to the suffer- 
ings of this ('ongresK j)eople whom you have still kept behind the prison 
bars. 1 aiji really sorry for the utterances of a renegade, if I may call him, 
Mr. Amulyadhune Hoy, I am sorry he is not here . 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr, Datta, you sliould withdraw that expression. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: With your permission. 8ii^, I 
withdraw that expression. However, Sir, 1 am sorry for his utterances. 
1 am also stury for the observations ma<le by our Mr. Lai Mia. He should 
not have run down the tjongn^ss to which organisation 1 think he owes 
his j)re.sent position. He knows in his heart of hearts that the Congress 
cannot ally with the Hritish Imperialism, although he wanted to speak it 
cut in that way. Sir, does it lie in the mouth of a man of his position? 
We had all rtispect for him but the attitude wliich he is taking uj) now seems 
that he is only building up on his past assets which, 1 am afraid, he will 
very soon lose. Sir, inside this Chamber 1 find him a little diherent to 
what h(‘ is found outside. In his public uttci’ances in another place it is 
difiicmlt to recognis(‘ if it is the saim^ old Lai Mia who is seated here. Sir, 
what I do feel is this and 1 would ai)j)eal to the Premier to please not ride 
roughshod over the feelings of a large number of people who have been left 
in his c,harg<' and inij)os(' his will on those unwilling lot. He can by means 
of legislation render a day into a nigdit or juake a night a day but that I 
think would not enabh‘ him to carry on the administration peacefully. I 
would therefore im])lore him to see at least that the Ibth of August is 
observ(‘d in the same spirit in which Mr. Jinnah has suggested and that 
there are no communal (•lashe^ or disturbances anvwlu're and as Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury has suggested that then' will he no compulsion there should 
he no coinjuilsion or interference with non-Leaguers in carrying out their 
usual peaceful avocations of life. With these words, Sir, ] sujiport the 
adjournment motion moved hy Mr. Haiidas Majnmdar. 

The Hon»ble Mr, H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, it is 
after a long linn* that I have had the privilege of addressing the honourable 
immihers of this Hous(‘ and I see tiiat 51 r. Han das 5Iajumdar has lost none 
of his ability and tori ed attemjits at manuserijit nor has 5Ir. Lalit (.-haiidra 
Das his flair for irrelevancies. Mr. Majumdar starts it hy saying that this 
Ministry is a communal Ministry with bitter communal rancour. I deny 
that charge. It is true that most of the menihers of this Ministry are 
Muslims. But we have all along” paid the greatest amount of attention 
to the feelings of non-Mnslinis and have in vaiioiis ways attempted to 
meet their wishes. We stand, Sir, on justice and fair-play for all and 
hy mir actions we have not only proved it but we hope that we shall continue 
to prove it to the end of our tenure. He has said tliat this Ylinistry does not 
command the confidence of the majority of the ])opulation and consists 
of persons wlio are practically ont of tune with the general electorate, 
namely, Caste Hindus, Scheduled Castes, Anglo-Indians and, did he say 
Nationalist Muslims? Probably he did and I know where it exists, an 
extinct species of Nationalist Muslims. I fear that my friend is mistaken. 

I have taken the great Scheduled Caste community Init 1 think that there 
are sitting behind in supjiort of this Ministry a few rejiresentat iv(\s hacked 
by the Congress who have md altmial their views. Among my caste Hindu 
friends I know there are many who are sick (d Congress tyrannv and who 
are prepared to give a chance to the Muslim League to administer this 
piovinee in the interest, as I have said, of justice and fair-play. 

Then Mr. Majumdar spoke of British I.C.S. officers allying themselves 
with the communalists. At first I thought that ke was referring to the 
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C 0 ngre 6 s (’ommunalists, but latterly I understood that be was referring 
to us. Sir, gone are those days, when it could be charged that British 
I C.S. otticials were in confederacy or collusion with Musiims or the Muslim 
J^eague. Today tlie Congress stands as the champion of Britisli Imperialism. 
(Mr. Kii.rr Chandka Das: Question, quesU my 1 might say that 1 notice 
a change in the attitude of Mr. Morgan who perliaps prefers that he should 
bt? made to come out of his car and walk on the streets to sitting quietly 
and peacefully at home or in hi^ ofiice. It has been stated that tin* Congress 
has for the last forty years been fighting against tlie British and British 
Imjierialism and that the Muslims have never agitated against anything. 
But today tlie Congress stands out in its true complexion. It has fought, 
it is true, all these long years tor its own power and at last it liar, got this 
jKjW'er, or at any rate it thinks that it has got it now. And the British 
capitalists and busimvss men are cumhiiiing with tlie (kin^ress huniu today 
to perpetuate British Imperialism in this country. I do not think that 
if the Muslim League had stood against British Imperialism in its Direct 
Action the Congiess wmuld ever have supported it. The Direct Action of 
the Muslims is not directed against the Hindus, let me make that (juite 
clear. It is a light for Pakistan and it is a tight against all, be tliey British, 
Hindus or Muslims or anybody who obstructs this Pakistan. Mr. Nazim- 
uddm^s statement lias also been referred to in this House, and it has been 
suggested that it is tantamount to incitement to violence. Sir, I repudiate 
this suggestion. What Mr. Nazimuddin said was that he made it quite 
clear that Mussalmans do not swear hv non-violence and tloui commit viohuice, 
sabotage, bring about derailment of trains, cut down wires, commit jiillage, 
robbery, arson or sliooling. 11(‘ made it ()uite cliuir that Muslims when 
they enter into the fray they ent(‘r into it wu'tli cleaner hands. And every- 
body should know what is that standpoint. Bui it is not meant that while 
the leaders speak of iion-violenci* and such-like e])ithe1s they should at the 
same time glorify violence and terrorism, that is all that is dom* by the 
Congress, and, Sir, with tins huckgiound what alternative' wuis there for 
Government hut to minimise all cliam*<*s of I'isks of contlied in th(‘ intere'sts 
of ])eace and order, and declare Kith a holiday ; ami I hope* and trust that 
all sections and gi'oups of jieojilc will do their utmost to co-ojxuate in the 
preservation of ])(‘a(*e and order and will do nothing piovocat ive or otherwise, 
which may procijiitate a disturbance. I repeat, Sir, that this measure has 
been taken to minimise the ri.sk of disturbance and 1 trust that tlie fullest 
advantage will he taken of this facility. 

1 conceive tliat the Kith ot August is being observed by the Muslim lauigue 
as Direct Action Day to explain to the Muslims tin* reason why the* Muslim 
League has felt coinjielled to adojit its mwv jiolicy and to ascertain to what 
extent the Muslims arc behind the Muslim League in the jiroclanialion of its 
new policy. This is a matter whicdi deeply concerns tlie Muslims ami other 
minorities and the League have decided to give expression to their feelings 
by observing a complete hartal or cessation from work. The Quaide-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah lias declareil that this move is not aimed iigainst 
any people and tliat Muslims .sliould observe the day peacefully and in a 
disciplined manner. As will b(‘ seen, the Muslim League, wliile calling 
upon Muslims to ob.>erve hartal, have given them specific instruetions to 
‘.ee that the essential services are imiintained. I have it from them also 
that there shall be no interference with the running- of the railway trains, 
no interference w'ith the nurses or doctors or wuth others who go about on 
their avocations; hut I shall not he rer.pon>ihIc for Congress goondaism and 
as Chief Minister of Government it wull he my duty to preserve peae-o and 
order and to sec that everything goes on .smoothly. In spite, however, of 
all these precautions and statements there is always a danger and fear of a 
conflict arising. The manner in which hartals have been previously observ- 
ed and enforced on unwilling people anxious to pursue their normal avoca- 
tions in the discharge of their duties and for the purpose of earning their 
livelihood, causes great anxiety to many. It is amusing for me to hear from 
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the memWs opposite speeches against the declaration of public holiday oi 
the 16th August. This does not prevent persons from doing their business i 
they wish to do so. But will my friends on the other side who have beei 
responsible over and over again for the enforced hartals called for n< 
<»ccusions a< all, will they consider themselves responsible for the loss thai 
has accrued to the people of Bengal by their action. The stalwarts or mj 
friends on the other side have shown to the people the way of how to enforce 
hartals by violence and intimidation. The Muslims would naturally bt 
tcrnjded to follow suit and in the present political atmosphere it is bound 
to give rise to coininunal conflicts. It is this which I am most anxiout 
for. It is this perhaps winch Mr. Morgan does not wish to avoid. It ii 
t'» minimis(‘ the risks of such communal conflicts tliat I have taken thij 
measure and 1 feel that 1 am ampl\ justified. Hitherto work had beer 
HUHj)ended oji various occasions at the instance of the Congress and othei 
groups. The Muslims, to avoid conflicts, sf)me in sympathy and some undei 
presHUK*, have not interfer(‘d with such movements and demonstrations whiel 
have not h(‘en free from violence and inf imidation. It is regrettable thai 
on such occasions we heard of no public declarations from the organisers oi 
such moviMnents asking p(M)])le to refrain from intimidation or viohmce oi 
to jK'rniit otlnu's who might wish to keep tlieir shof)S o])en or to carry or 
their oi'dinarv avocalions to do so. Mav I not hope, ag*ain in the inhuests oi 
peace and ordci', (hat the non-Muslim peojdes will r(*s])(*ct the feelings anc 
scntimeiits of ili(‘ Muslims and co-ojuu’atc with them in their hour of agony 
clos(‘ their voluntarily, suspend their normal activities and earn th( 

goodwill of the Muslims vvhi(‘h, 1 am sure, will \ield good fruit in times 
to (‘ome]^ ('ould not the (k)ngr(‘ss call Upon the j)eoj)le in gt'iieral to respeci 
Muslim s(‘ntiments and to co-o[)erate wdth the Muslims on this occasion and 
at any i'at(‘ to k(‘ep p(‘aee and order and do nothing whicli may provokt 

the Muslims?' It is tlie fullest intention of the Muslim Ti<*ague not to reson 

to violence or intimidation and not to interlere w’ith those who wish tc 

carry on their business. Although it naturally exjiecds that the Musliim 

will receive the same measure of co-o])eration from the non-Muslim com* 
munities as tlie Muslims extended to them when those communities fd)serve( 
hartals in j)ursuance of their owui ideology and purposes, I should lik^ 
to make one further suggestion to the leaders of the Congress and oUie 
parties in the House wdiich would j)erhaps for all time to come minimist 
all (‘hances of conflict. 1 am sure if the leaders of the Opposition w^ere tc 
declare that all hartals or cessation of work wdiich might be sponsored b^ 
the Congress or any other political ])arty, wdll be a matter for the individual 
that tli(‘re will be no intimidation, no \iolenee, no stoning of shops, m 
holding up or huriiiug of ears, no foreing people to get out of their vehiclei 
and walk, no picketing outside shops or business houses or places of amuse- 
ment, no stoppage of transport should anyone he disposed to move ahou 
in the city, tliat in fact there will he no interference wdth those who do no 
flympathise with the objects of that particular hartal, or cessation of work 
that will, I am certain, have a great effect in preserving peace in future 
If a convention on these lines is accepted, then and then only shall we knov 
the true depth of feeling and sentiment and there will be no danger t( 
peace and tranquillity and there will he no need whatsoever for me to taki 
such an extraordinary step as declaring a public holiday. That is all ! 
have to say. Let us pray that the 16th of August, may pass off peacefulb 
and without disturbance and with the co-operation of all sections of thi 
people. 


Mr, ABDUL RASH IDs Sir, I beg to move that the question be nov 
put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is thai 
the question be now put. 

The question was then put and agreed to. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: Onlt'i. onltM'. The question before House is 
that the roiincil do adjourn its lmsiue>s to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent ])ubli(‘ iiu])ortaiict\ namely, the oidei of ihe (Jovernment of Ifeugal 
declaring Kith August, Util), as a Ibiblic Ifoliday. 

The motion ^\as put and a di\ision tlien taken witlt tlie following 
result : — 


AYES— 13. 


Mr. Syed Badrudduja. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


I Mr. Haridas Majumdar. 

i Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

I Mr. Biren Roy. 

j Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

I Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai. 


NOES— 31. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. Labanyaprabha Dutt. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Ayes being bi luid No(‘s 


Sir Md. Azizul Haquo, Khan Bahadur. 
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur S. M. 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Alhaj Yar Ah Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latilf. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea. 

I Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

I Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

j Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Miss Ethel Robertson. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


dl the motion was lost. 


The Bengal Local Self-Government Associations (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I beg to movi* that t he 
Bengal Local Sclt-( h)\ einmeni A^oeisal ions (Amendment) ILII, LMti, as 
settled in the Council he passtal. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Motion moved that t]i(‘ Bengal I/oeal Self-Govern- 
ment Associations (Amendment) Bill, LMtl, as settled in the (Council bo 
passed. 

The (jiiestioii before tJie flouse is tliat the Bengal J/oiail S(df-Gov(*rnment 
Associations (Anieiidnient ) Bill, IhKi, jis settled in the Council he passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The n<)U‘'(‘ stiinds adjourned till 1-15 pm. on 
Wednesday, the 21 st August, 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-15 p.ni. on Wednesday, the 2l8t 
August, 1946. 

29 
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Members Absent. 


[15th Aug., 1946. 


Tlie following- monihers wore absent from the meeting' of the Connr; 
held on the 15th August, 1946: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(5) Maulana Md. Akrum Khan, 

(6) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(7) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(8) ])i'. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(9) Mr. Birendra Kishon^ Roy Ohowdhury, and 

(10) Mr. F. C. J. Stuart. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1946>--No. 15. 


Thk CorNC’iL iiK’i 111 till* 0 (’haiiibcr ot iho Lo^i'^lative Buildiii;.?', 

^'alcMilla, on \\ (mIiii'v,!.! \ , tlio JLst Au^nisl, lb 4 (i, at l-lb ji.iu , tlit' Lbth 

ila\ ol till' St'-vidii n\ 1 !U(;, piii'Miant to MH'tioii of llii' (iovoni- 

iiR'ut ol Jiulia A(‘l, i!)bb. 

Mr. Proj^ideiit idlin' llim'liio Sir IBjoy Sini.h 1u)'\ , u.r I.E.) was 

in the Chair. 


Absence of quorum. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Sir, IS no ({uoruiii {iroseiit, 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1‘leaso nuix the Imll. 

(The hell ua,^ ruim lor two niiniites ) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (trdor, onlei As a (juoruin is still not present 
the [louse stands adjouined till 1-Id j> in. on tlie ^did Si'pteinher, ID-IG. 

Adjournment. 

The Coimeil ihiMi adjomned till l-]d p.m. on iMondu\, th(‘ 'Jiid 
^eiii('inber, lUKi. 

Members absent. 

4 he follow iiip nieiiii<er> weie alisinit from tln^ nnadin^' ol tli(> CotiTK'il 
lield on the sM^I Aui^iRt lij-lb - — 

(1) Mr. Ahduihi-al-alahiniid, 

(2; Mr. xNur Aliined, 

(3j Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Mr. Syed Ihidruddnja, 

(5) Itai Bahadui Dhiieiidia La] Baiua, 

{{]) Mr. Jleajuddin iihiiiva, 

(7 ) Mr i^. V. S Ibmrne, 

(8) Khan Jiahadiir Swd Abdui iLrIikI ('liowdhury, 

{\)) .Ml. Muii/zamah (’houdhni\, 

(lUj Mr. llaniidul Hu(j tdiomihui \ , 

(11} Khan Bahadur Abdul Latil 1 howdhuiy, 

(12) Mr. S^mmI Fa/le Kabbi (’howdhupy, 

(13) Mr. Vusut Ah Chow(lhui>, 

(14) Mr. C. L. Clarke, 

(15) Mr. Lai it Chandra La*-, 

(16) Mi. Ileniendia Kuiiiai Da's, 

(17) Mr. Bankim (.'h. Dutla. 

(18) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, 

(19) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(20) Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Kilahi, 
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(21) The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, 

(22) Khan Bahadur A. M. ShahooduJ Haque, 

(23) The llon’ble Khan Jlahadur Saiyed Moazzamuddin Hosairi, 

(24) Mr. Latafai HoBsaiii, 

(25) Mr. Mangturain Jaipuna, 

(26) Alhaj Khan Bahadur Sk. Mfl. Jan. 

(27) Mr. Satish Cli. Jana, 

(28) Mr. Ilumayun Z. A. Kuhji, 

(29) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(30) Khan Sahib Mabaiak Ah Klian, 

(31) Maulana Md. Akrum Khan, 

(32) Mr. Abdul Latiff, 

(33) Jiai Bahadur Brojiuidia M(dian Maiira, 

(34) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(35) Mr. llaridas Majunidar, 

(36) Mr. Na^'endra Math Mahalanobish, 

(37) Mr. George Morgan, 

(38) Mr. Tarak Nalh Mukeijiai, 

(39) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 

(40) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(41) Mr. T. 13. Nimino, 

(42) Khan Bahadur Gh\ :KshuddiTi Pathan, 

(43) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesui Ita liman, 

(44) Mr. Abdul Jtasliid, 

(45) Itai Hahadui Jo^eiidia Nalh Ho> . 

(46) Dr. Kumud Sankar lb)\ , 

(47) Mr. Amulyadhone K(\\ , 

(48) Mr. Biren Eoy, 

(49) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(50) Mr. Batiram Roy, 

(51) Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy (^Jiowdhury, 

(52) Mias Ethel Robertson, 

(53) Mr. (Jiaru (Tiandra Sanyal, 

(54) Mr. Satish Gh. Sen, 

(55) Mr. F. C. J. Stuart, 

(56) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, 

(57) Mr. Md. Taiifiq, 

(58) Khan Sahih Maulvi W’ahiduzzainan, and 

(59) Haji Md. Yousuf. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 
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The Council met in the Ij('^islative C’liamher el the LeLrislaiive Buildinf?, 
Calcutta, on Monday (he ‘2nd September, a( I -1-3 p m., ludnit^ the Kith 

da> ot tlu' Session ol 1940, pursuant to section ()2(2)(n) ot the Covern- 

meut ol India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (tin* ilon'hle Sir Buoy Pim^ad SiNiiii Pov. k.(’.i.K.) was 
in the Chair. 


Adjournment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahaur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Mr. 

P]('si(U>n(, Sir, in \H'\\ ol the recmit catastro[)he in (ailcutta. the inembeis 
ot the House, i nndei stand, are desirous tiiat the House should lie adjourned 
till the 12tli Septenibei, 1940. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: U lliat the di'sire of lion’hle nimnluo'^ (hat tin' House 
should be adjouined (ill (lie 12th Sejite-mbi'i ? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, so i'ai' .i'' the opinion oi 1113 paii\ 
Is concerned, (onsidciiii^ the presmit situation in ( alcutta mv paity \n islies 
that the House should lu' adjourned till tin' P2th Sepimiihei Hut, I have 
to mention fme thin;^ All. Lalit Chandra Da-' has ; 4 i\en not h'c of an 
adjournment motion and 1 would submit that it should In' ki'pt iiendin^ 
so that his motion may not lapse, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If (In Hon se adjourns today without takin/j;’ U]» 
any business then his motion will not be afVeeted. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: All n^ht, Sir 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, m> ]»arty h a^^reeable to the 
adjournment of the House till the I 2 lh Septenibei 

Mr. G. MORGAN: I aijrpe. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, tlurr IS a suggestion that the House should 
meet at 2-15 p.m. on the 12th Sejitembei as the Bamzan i.s over instead of 
at 1-15 p.m. Is that the desire of the House? 

(cries of “Yes, yes.'’) 

Then the House stands adjourned fill 2-15 p.m on the 12th September 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 on Thursday, the 12th September, 

1946. 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[2nd Sept., 1946.] 


Members absent. 

The following memberB were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 2nd September . 1946 ; — 

(Jj Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya, 

(2) Mr. \i. P. S. Bourne, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdui Rashid Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mrs. [iubanyaprabha Dutt, 

(6) Khan Hahadur Sk. Fazal Fllahi, 

(7) The lloii’bh* Khan Baliadur Abdul Cofran, 

(8) Khan Baliadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(9) Sir Md Azizul JTaque, Khan Bahadur, 

(10) Mr. Maugturam Jaipuria, 

(J 1 ) Alhaj Khan Bahadur Sk. Md. Jan, 

(12) Mr. Huinayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(13) Mail la na Md. Akniin Khan, 

(14) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(15) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(16) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(17) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(18) Mr. Biri'iidra Kishore Roy Chowdhury, 

(19) Mr. V. C. J. Stuart, and 
(20") Mr. Md. Taufiq. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S46— Ho. 17. 


Tin: Council met in the Legislative (^hamber of the liegislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Thursday, the r2th September, 1940, at 2-15 p.ni., being 
the 17th day of the First Session of 1940, pursuant to seed ion 02(2)(^/) of 
the Government of India Act, 19rJ5. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Ihun Pimsm) Sinou Bov, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. . • 

SITTING HOURS OF THE COUNCIL. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, before taking uj) the business of the 
House T would like to mention that etudain dillieult it‘s aK* being (‘xperienc'cd 
reg'arding the sitting ot tlu‘ otlou' House IxM-aiise, due to lack of conveyance 
towards tli(‘ eviming, it IxH'oines ratluu- imamveniiuit for tlu' imunbers to 
leave tlu' Legislative Buildings aftm 5 o’clock. So tin' other House must 
concduvle its daily sivssion Indbia* 5 ji.m., nhiidi means that we have to 
sliift our sitting hours accordingly. Now 1 hav(‘ consul li*d the Party 
Leaders on this matter and wv have conn* to this t(‘nlativ(‘ ihMUsion subject 
to the aiiju'oval of tin* lloust* that this IIous<‘ should meid, (‘veiy day at 
11 o'clock, and si( u() to 1 p.m That will lx* our sit ling hours at 
present e.\ce])t on Fridays. As regards tomoju’ow^ a Friday, we shall be 
meeting at 1(1 o’clcx-k and that is only for tomorrow and about Friday next 
we shall decide later on. So may I take* it that this mei'Is with the 
ajijiroval ot the llousi'^ 

Khan Bahadur MUKHLESUR RAHMAN: No, Sir, I would like that 
the House meet in the morning between 9 and 11 a.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have consulted the Farty L(‘adeis and they vvere 
in favour of the arrangi'meiit that 1 have stated just now\ Jl. has the 
support of tin* majority of the House 1 pr(‘>ume. 

May 1 take it that what I liave stated is the gem'ral ojiinion of the 
House ((Til'S of Yes, yes, from the members.) 

As for tomorrow, Friday, wt* im*et at 19 o’chx-k, and that is for tomorrow 
only. 

Obituary Reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, older. Honourable members of the Council, 
before we enter u])on the business of the House, 1 think 1 should make a 
reference to the death of Srijut Piamatha Nath Chaudhury otherwise known 
as Birbal. He was the last of a generation of writers whi(‘h included nam 
like Tagore and Sarat Chandra (Tiatterjee, His contribution to Jlengali 
literature in pojiularising the use of c(dl(xpiial languagi* in writing' is well 
knowm. He was the editor of the now defunct Sahuj l^atra^ one oi the most 
remarkable literary periodicals in Bengali. As a literaI.^ critic, his 
writings remind one of some of the essa\s of Sainte-Beaiivc, the famous 
French critic. May his soul rest in peace! 

In honour of the memory of the deceased, J w'ould reiiuest honouralile 
members to rise in tkeir places. 

(The hon’ble members ro.se in their places.) 

Thank you. I would send a message of condolence to the members of 
the bereaved family on your behalf. 

I will now take up questions. 
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[12th Sept., 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Plan for post-war reconstruction. 

68. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in (*harf»-e of the Chief Minister’s J)epai'1ineiit be pleased to state 
if the Governnient have prepared any plan for post-war reconstruction? 

(h) If HO, will the Government he pleased to place the same before this 
House for its consideration? 

(c) Have the Government taken up any ol the j)rojects for execution? 
If so, how many, and what are they? 

MINISTER in Charge Of the CHIEF MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy) : (o) A lueliminary ilrait for 5-year 

plan was prepared during the last 9d Administration. Ihiit of it has been 
adopted by this Government as an nitenin plan and the rest remains to 
be finalized. 

{h) A (!oj)y of the preliminary draft of th(‘ 5-year plan has been j)laced 
in the J*ibrary. A revised edition will Iw* on sale ^\hen com])iled and 
printed. 

(r) A statenieiit is ])laced in (lie Inbrary 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; Will not a lopv of the 
jdan when published be circulated to the members oi this Houst*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I sliall eonsidei that, but I 

hope that honourable members will take advantage ol the facilities oifereil 
to th(‘m ibat when published it will be plaeial on sake 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will he please 

s(‘e that copies aie easil\ available within tin* pit'cinct- oi tli(' Li'nisiative 
Huilding? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; 1 shall see to it that (hex 
are readily available. 

Price of rice purchased by Government for distribution to the rationed area. 

69. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department ol Civil Supi>lies be pleased to 
state — 

{a) what are the jirices at which they aie puiTliasing liee for distribution 
to the rationed area- of (hileutta and greater (\alrutta; 

(//) what is the amount of jiiofit the Government are making per 
iiiaund of rice by selling it at the existing* fixed price in this area; 
and 

(<“) whether the Governnient consider the desirability of reducing the 
price at wdiich rationed rice is to l>e sold in Calcutta? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CIVIL SUPPLIES (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran): C/) The average ('ost of procure- 
ment of rice distributed in the rationed area of Calcutta and greater Calcutta 
is Rs. lr)-2 [ler niaund; the cost of jirocurement includes the price at which 
the riee was purchased, freight, charges on account of storage and transport, 
and incidental costs. 

(h) No profit is made by Government in selling rice in the ratione<l area 
at present prices. 

(c) No. 
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Yield of rice in 1943 in Bengal and the quantity procured by the Government. 

70. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Miiiisler in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies l)e pleaded 
to state — 

(d) the estimated (piautity of paddy gi'own in Heiigal during the year 
I94d and the (juantitv procured bv the Government : 

(/>) the total yield of paddy in 1944; 

(r) the (luantily already procured by the Government freon the paddy 
])roduced in 1944; and 

(/]) the (|uanti<y wliiedi the Government intend to jjrocure during the 
rest ol the current year?' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: {a) The estimated 
quantity of paddy grown in Bengal during the year ]94d was dr)‘v\478,tHM) 
niaiinds. 

The (plant ity j)i'ocur(‘d hy this departimml (hiring the year 1948 wins 
4,824,157 maunds in terms ot |>addy. 

(h) 'I'lic total \ icld ot |ia(l(l\ in 19*11 wun 491 ,7 19,(M)h maunds. 

(<•) and {(I) 'lotal procui-eimuit in 1914 (in maunds) uas as follows 

Rice— 21,7<S1,2()5. 

PaddN— 9,855,019. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: With r(‘feren(a‘ 

to aiiswci foi. wlictlici (lie (piaiilil\ procuicd by tin* ( io\ (uri ment, in 1948 
onl> rc^tl^ to Bengal paddx <u p.iddy purclia'^cd troni otlnu' jirovincesr^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: So i.ii M'' I umhustaml . 
it is from Benoal onl> 


Supply of yarn to weavers. 

71. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the lion bio Minister in 
charge of the Depaitmeiit of ('ivil Sup])lies be. pleased to states whether it is 
a fact that the weavers of Bengal are unable to get ya»’n in consequenco 
of which many had to stop weaving? Is it also a fact that yarn, if avail- 
able at all, (ainnot be had excejit at the black-market price? 

(h) Wliat have the Government done so long to ease the situation and 
what they intend to do foi the weaving industrv in future? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: (a) It is a fact that the 
weavers ot Bengal are unable to get as much yarn as they reed and in conse- 
quence some have had to stop weaving while thc^ majority are not fully 
employed. It is not a fact that yarn, if available, cannot be had except at 
black-market price. 

(h) Tlie Government of Bengal is not responsible for production of yam. 
Available supjdies are distributed in all areas of Bengal in quantities propor- 
tionate to the number of licensed looms in each area. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whetliei it is a fact that for the purpose of helping the weavers in 
getting yarn it was proposed by the Bengal Government to start two 
weaving mills? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: I want notice. 


Supply of mustard seeds, 

72. Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Civil Suiiplies be pleased to state — 

(а) if be is aware that with the enforcement of the Mustard Seeds Control 

Order the supply of mustard seeds has been reduced beyond all 
proportions ; 

(б) if he is aware that many villages are going without mustard oil; 

(c) if he is aware that in the name of mustard oil bad oil is l)eing sold 
everywhere at black-market iirices causing ruin to the health, 
particularly of the jioor who cannot purchase rich substitutes ; 
and 

{d) what steps the Government jiroiiose to take (t) to remove the said 
ban, and (ii) to increase Ihe supjily of oil and oil-seeds sufficient 
for the Province without further delay ? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: {a) The Calcutta and 
Howrah Oil Seeds ('ontrol Order of POd jnovides merely for the registra- 
tion of all the larger dealers in seeds and the statement of weekly returns of 
8to(;ks rec(‘i])ts and d(‘liveri(‘s. Such an order (*anriot possibly affect imports 
of mustard seeds. As a matter of fact for some months after the introduc- 
tion of the order the import (»f seeds was on a satisfactory scale. The 
flubsecpient reduction in su])plies of s(‘eds wjis due to the imjiosition of 
embargo(‘s on (‘xports by the Governments of the Fnited Provinces, the 
Punjab, and Pihar as also the transport re.strictions im])osed by the War 
Transport Hoard. The Governnnmt of India, have formulated a Basie Plan 
(April, PMb — March, PMT) under which a (|U()ta of 39,875 tons of seeds 
and 49,500 tons of oil have been allotted to Bengal. It is no longer open 
to this Govi'rnment to arrange for im])orts from other Provinces and States 
outsid(‘ the Basic JMan and the order can therefore have no effect on the 
volume of imports. 

(5) Government are aw'are of the shortage of mustard oil throughout 
the Province but have been unable to obtain a larger provincial quota. 

(c) Govi'i'ninent are aware that cases of adulteration are not unknown. 
Munici])al authorities can draw samjdes to ensure quality. To preclude 
bl^ck-marketing mustard oil has been ])laced on the ration in Calcutta, local 
officers have l>een advised to fix and enforce reasonable prices. 

([/)(/) It is not ])ro}X)sed fo abrogate the Calcutta and Howrah Oil Seeds 
Control Order of 1943, which is considered essential to supervise distribution. 

(li) Vide answer io (o). 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that in many of the mofussil districts mustard oil is not being regu- 
larly supplied? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: No such complaint 
has so far been received by the Government. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Is there any system of ^ 
fixing a quota' for each district in Bengal? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Yes. on the population 
basis. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H : Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that so far as the district of Jalpaigun is concerned supply of mustard 
oil has been stopped altogether? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL.MAHMUD: The Hou’ble Minister has said that 
he has not received any complaint from the mofiissil. la he not aware 
that mustard oil is not distributed in the ration shops in the mofussil towns? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: There are only ration 
shops in (hilcutta, Dacca, (hmiilla, and F think— — 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to slate what ])r()c('durc is followi'd in distributing mustard oil in the 
mofussil towns? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Midussil tovsns are 
consideied as part ot the district exc(‘{d ration(‘d lo^^'n^. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May 1 ask with 

rcferem'c to .uiswcr to ])art (r/), ^\hat s\'>;(cm is a(h)|)t(*d with a view to 
importing scials within the towns? 

The Honb’le Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Ihimits art' granted 

to imj)oi(cis and thc\ import tli(* seeds into (’alcutta and alter imaTing the 
requii emeu t s of the ( alcutia rationed ari'as th(‘ balance is distributed all 
over the jirovince. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I understand 
that there is a permit s\steni introduced with a vkwv to asking t,li(! private 
dealers to imiiort mustard seeds from other [)rovinc(‘s. Is that true? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Yes. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: In view of th(‘ shortage of mustard oil 
in the mofussil do the (iovernment consiilcr it desirable to issue sufficient 
number of permits to the motussil d(*alers to imjiort oil from other pro- 
vinces ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: 1 hav(‘ alnady said 

that there is a (junta fixed by the (lovernnuMit of India and tluoidoK* it is not 
possible to do that. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Aie we to understand that the trans- 
port restrictions imposed by the War Transport Hoard will continue? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: ( ertain nstrictions 
referred to in this answer were imi)os(‘d during the prevalence of the war. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Do they continue still now? 



m 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


fl2TH SWT. 


Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: T think the 
Hon’ble Minister has misunderstood the question of Mr. Abdulla-al- 
Mahraud 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL-MAHMUD; He has aiiswered my question. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: As leoards Mr. 
Majumdar's question, 1 ask for jjotice. 

8ir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur; In view of the 
shortage of mustaid oil in I he whole of Bengal will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state; whelljer the (lovejimn'nt will consider the desirability of allow- 
ing certain iniiiiber of iin|)orters in the rlislricts of Ihuigal inst(‘ad of only 
allowing tlie (hileutta dt^alers to im[Mul muslard oiT-' 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: AVe have heard the leply that the 
quota is fixed by the (ioviu-ninent of India. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: A number of persons 
has be('n given jaMiniK m the' mofussil areas to i]ii])ort oil from other 
provinces. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the quantity of mustard oil 
allowed for I’alciitia th(‘ same as that allowtal for the proviiu'e as a whole? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: A larger (juantity is 

given to I In* lalioned areas. 


Compensation for properties sold during the last famine for maintenance- 

78. Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of (’o-ojier-ation, ('redit and Itidief l>e iileused to state — 

{(i) whether’ one Brojobashi Kaibarta and sixteen other fishermen of 
\illage Ihirbadhair, ]M)1ice-station Mmadnaaai’, district Tijipera, 
s(Mit a j)(‘tition to the Sadar Subdi visional Otiieer, ('handina, dated 
the Bllh Agrahayana, ld51 B.S., jnaying tor (lovernment grant 
of coiiqxMisation lor boats and nets which they had to sell for 
rnaintenanee during the last famine; 

(h) wliat action, if any, has so far lieen taken by that officer with respect 
to that petition ; and 

(c) wind her any money by way of rehabilitation of sufferers from 
faiuiiie were distribuU'd so far in that subdivision; if so, what 
is the amount and of persons benefited thereby, and wbat is tbe 
pereentage of Muslims aiul Hindus respectively? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COOPERATIVE, 
CREDIT and RELIEF (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abul Fazal Muhammad 
Abdur Rahman): ur) Yes. 

(h) The jietitioners were supplied with yarn for jireparatioii of nets. 

(c) Yes. A statement showing various kinds of relief distributed is laid 
on the Table. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the petitioners jiay for the yarn 
which was sTipplied to them? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How have they been compensated for 
selling their boats and ilets during the last famine for their own main- 
tenance ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN: They have been given free ,\aiii and other facililie.s. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ifut they had to pay lor the yarn. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN: Some j)aid and some, did not. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Who paid and who did not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN: Those who in a jinsition io ])ay, paid. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVIiai are ilie nanie.s of persons who 
paid ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN: I (tannot pive liie nainns olVliaml. J want notice. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVas it not a (‘as(* for conipcn.sation ^ 
They had to sell their boats and nets to maintain their families. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN: Thos(‘ who suifered dm’ to ftimine have beim pjvtoi free yarn. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the lion l ie Minister 
please look at the statement w lu’re it is stilted (hiit It) hales ot \arn lor dis- 
tressed fishermen and say whi’thm- this yarn Wiis disti ibulinl free or llie 
people liad to })ay for it If apjiears from the statement (hat 40 liales of 
yarn foi‘ distressed fisherimm were dist nhiited. \ras this quantity given 
free or they were eliarged for on file fisliermen!*' 

(No answer.) 

Scarcity of cloth in Chittagong and other places. 

74. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Dejiartinent of Civil Suiqdies Ih‘ pbuised to state if it is a tact that there 
is awful seareity of cloth, especially of decmit cloth, in almost all districts 
especially in (Oiittagoug owing to short supply, detective and faulty arrange- 
ment for cloth distribution 

(h) AVhat special measures Lave been taken by the (xoveriiment of Bengal 
to supply (doth on a most etii(dent and ecjuitahle basis to all jiersons of Bengal, 
especially to (’hittagong 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN. {a) It is a fact that there 
is a serious seareity of (dotli, esi)e(‘ially of decent cloth, in all districts, but 
not more so in (diittagong than elsewhere. This seareity is due to short 
supply and not fo defective and faulty arrangements for distribution. 

(h) The (roverninent of Bengal procures tlirough tbe Bengal Textiles 
Association the total allotment of mill-made ebdli admissible to tlie Province 
under tbe All-India Cloth Distribution Scheme, and distributes this through- 
out the Province on a quota system, which, in all places except where full 
urban rationing is in force, is based strictly on population figures. No 
special measures have been taken for Chittagong. 
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Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE> Khan Bahadur: What is iiioant by 
Merent’ cloth? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Ily Jeceut doth is 
meant ‘fine’ cloth. 

Taking over of the Tramway service in Calcutta. 

75. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY; Will tho 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what arrangements have so far been made by the (lovernment of 

Bengal lor taking over the Tramway service in ( alcutia and its 
suburbs from the Calcutta Tramways Company, Limited; 

(b) if the Government are aware that under the existing management 

of the Tramways in Calcutta considerable inconvenience is being 
daily caused to tlie travelling public of the city; and 

(c) if so, ^\llat steps the Government are contemplating to take to alle- 

viate (he present iruainveniences ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, H, S. Suhrawardwy) : (a) A scbenie for the forinatif>n of a (hilcutta 
Passengei’ Tiiiii^poi t Board to talo* over all ]»asseng(‘r tnnispoii s(‘rvic('S, 
including the Tihiunmin^, has been \\ork(‘d out. Th<‘ seluMne involvi's legis- 
lation, ])roposais lor which are und(‘r consideration. 

(h) 1 neon v(oii(‘nce cnusial to tin* tra\elling public in the city is not, in 
the opinion oi ( lovi'rniiK'iit, attribntabb* to tfi(‘ (‘.\isting ma iiagiMmoil of the 
Calcutta Trann\a_\s, but diu' to other causes which the ])roposed scheme und^r 
(a) is designed to rectify. 

(r) S(’c answer under (//). 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May w( have the advantage of 
knowing wh:it is the lil\(dy pcuiod hy which th(‘ Govaunment will come 
l)efoi'(‘ the House with th(‘ legislation iwdVrred to in the answer? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. $. SUHRAWARDY: Gov< •ininent liavi* had to 
considei matters which have taken piecedeiice over the con'^idet at ion of t!»is 
Transport Board. Tlieic' are many matters of verv gn'ut import a nee and 
I believe it will take some time before legislation of such a magiiilmh' can 
be nndertakeii. 1 think it is the [uactna* ot (ioveinmeiil lo'vm’ to state 
witliiii what time tli(‘y will be nhle to eonie Ix'fore the Jlousi' with legisla- 
tive nieasurt's hut I can assuie the honouiahle memhej' that we shall try to 
do this as exjieditiously as fiossihle. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: With reference to “all passmiger tjaiis|K)rt si'rvii'.es” 
in answer to id), does it mean that the lms(-s and the taxis are included? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, ] lielievi tiny an . 
Communal disturbances in Burdwan and Nadia in May, 1946. 

76. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVill the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be jileased to state — 

(а) how many villages within the ilistrict of Burdwan and how many 

in the district of Aadia wci’e involved in communal (list uihani'ea 
in May, BMd, and what were (hey due to; 

(б) how' many were killed and liow' iiiany injured; 

, (c) what steps were taken by the Go\ernmerit to jireveiit the riots and 

to jireveiit their spread, and what steps the Government adopted 
to prevent their recurrence; 
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[d) what was tlie nearest police-station from the affectod villages; on 

wliat da<(‘s the riots started and on what dates the Police and the 
Magistrate got the information and on what dates they visited the 
locality ; 

(e) what wouhl he approximately the loss due to destruction of properties ; 

how jnay huts were hurnt ; whether the Ctovernment will eom- 
])ensal(‘ the Milferers ; and 

ij) if it is a fact that two Ministers visited the riot-atfected villages; 
who are they and on what dates they went there; if any non- 
Muslim officer aia^omjianied them; whether they eiuiuired as to 
how far the non-Muslims suffered oi did they confine their 
erKpiirles to Muslims onlyy 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: ia) I’here were no communal 
disturhances in Nadia district. In Hurdw^an district four villages w'ere 
directly involved in the disturhani^es which developed from an altercation 
between a Muslim sweetmeat seller and a Hindu customer in tli(‘ cattle market 
near Jamal pur. 

(h) Nini^ killed, 21 known injured; the prohahle total of injured w^as 
about OIK' hundred. 

(r) Large lorccs ot jiolice were drafted, patrols instituted and peace 
meetings Indd, imduding one firesided over hy the Divisional Commissioner. 

(d) Th(‘ nearest police-station from the affected ^illages was Purhasthali. 
The riots started on th(‘ Kith May and information about them wuis received 
in llni'dwan on tin* saim* da\ . One Assistant Suh-Insjiector and 2 constables 
were on the sjxd when the (list urban(;es started. Jdu' Suh-1 nsjiectoi' of Police 
and th(‘ (hide Officer arrived at the sfxit on Kith /17th night. Jdie Sufierin- 
tcmh'iit of Kolicc arriv(‘d th(M‘(‘ with rt'inforceimnt.s on the I7th and stayed 
th(‘T(‘ fill till' 2f)th and made several suhseipK'ni visits Th(‘ Distinct Magis- 
trate' and Suhd i\ isioiial Otlici'r \isited the seem* of (list urhancc'S on the 18th. 
The District Magistrafe staged there till the Kltli and made another visit on 
the2ffih. 

(c) Accurate (\stimates are' not fxissihle. About dfiti structuies, of which 
manv ue'i'c' small kitivlut huts or stalls, we re hurnt and fxissihlv ti.fKH) maunds 
of foodgrains were* eh'stroye'd. Possible* damage' to other firofierty may be 
reckoned at about half a lakh of rupee's. (lovernment have* sanctioned relief 
in various forms, totalling IN. 1 ,1 1 ,(>()(). 

(/) The lloii’hh' Mr. Mediamnu'd Ah and the* Hon’hle* Mr. A. Pahman 
visited the* localities on the d(Mh /Ma> . Thev we'ie not ac('omj)a nieel hy any 
(lOvernment oflicials, excej>t a non-Muslim Suh-Insfeector of Police. 

Jdie\ made ('neiuiiie"^ re*gareling damage to life* and fU'ojx'its of all 
(‘ommuni t ie‘S. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD TAUFIQ: M i> I know what was the* actual disjiute 
betwee'u the .Muslim sw e'etnu'at selh'r and the feurchaser? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I rathe i ten get what the 
honourahh' genth'inan is now reminding me of. So fai as 1 i ('member it 
wuis that a Muslim swi'e'tmeat st'lh'r was told to make it clear that he w^as 
a Muslim so that the Hindu custoim'rs ma\ not he' inveigled into purcha.s- 
iiig from him. 

Assessment of Agricultural Income-tax. 

77. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : (a) Will tho 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Finance Defiartment he pleased to state 
if he is aware that the're is considerable dissatisfaction in the public miud^ 
owing to the rough and ready method adopted by Agricultural Income-tax 
•Officers for assessintr agricultural income-tax? 
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(h) Is it a fact that Government have given jjrivate instructions to the 
officers to find out agricultural income by multiplying the acreage with what 
the Government has fix(‘(l as the average produi'e jier acre and average price 
per maund in each district ? 

{(') Is such a method being followed in assessing agricultural income- 
tax? 

((J) If the re])ly to part (h) 1h‘ in the atlirmative, who issued tihem and 
undei what ])t()\ i^loll^ ot the law'? Do the (io\enimcat propost' to witli- 
draw' sucli instrm'tions? 

(e) It the rej)ly to jrart {b) be in the negativr', are the Agricultural 
Income-tax Otiicers adopting such a nu'tliod? If >> 0 , will the ( jovi'rimient 
be ])]eas('d to takr* st('])s to put a stoj) to it and ask thror oHicers to make 
ussessmeiit on tht' ha^i'^ oi actual income of as^es^e^‘s nrstead (d' on their 
hypothetical assumption ami inconu' on |)redet(‘i-nnned data? 

(/t Is th(' siipjrost'd income from fruit trees on agricultrirists’ homestead 
land being assessed ti^ agricultural income? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali): {< 1 ) Re]ir<'.N('niaiio!rs wcit' reemved irom 

the Jalpaiguii liandloddcrs' Association and the Dirrajpur Jotmlais’ A^so- 
ciatiou. 

(b) to (c) A c<)})v ot the instriK'tions issued in the inattei is laid on the 
Table. 

(/) No. Fruits grown on homevstead land for family consunijrtion and 
not used for an) husiiiess juirjrose are left out of assessnumt. 

Siatnneut refer ted to ni re pi if to fnirts (b) to i/) tif if nest ton Mo. 77. 
GGVFKXMFNT (>V BFNttAL. 

Offk K OF Tin; ('ommissionf.r, Ar.incr i/t i r \j. I\(omk-j\\, Hfn(.ai. 

.Memo No. 1 ' 

Caltittfd, the .lnnt\ l*tlfi 

To Am. AtatK'UI/n ItAF 1 .N( 'DM K-I’A X DFFlt’l-HS 

It has ]>een n'jrre’serjted to this Dit e< tora t(‘ lint some Agricultural Irnome- 
tax Othcers are calcuhitirig the \ U'hl ot crops on the basis of avr*rage figures 
of distraVts as givem in the ditferent statist na I ie|M)i1s irrespective of the 
class of lamls on wliich the crops are aelnall) grown and that much hard- 
ship is being* caused to the assp,ssf*es iii r’onsrsjm'm’c thereof. 

2. Such calcuhitioiis may not i*epresent tin* actual state' oi things or* its 
neaiTst approach and the\ are hound to give* rise* to discontent .imong the 
ass(‘ssees. In order be tail to tlo' asscssces it is desirable lliat tiic .Agri- 
cultural lncom(‘-tax OfticeTs should find out ditferent ( hcssiticatnuis of the 
lands of the asses.sees and comjrute* tln‘ vield on the Irasis (d smli ditfer’ent 
(‘lassifications. Tliev* should alsr) ]>av greater attention tr) find out the* kind 
of croj) actually grown and pr*oduc(*d on snr'h lamls and tin' actual incoim^ 
normally derived therefrom. 

d. It is accorfliiiglv directofi that tire Agrj<*ultural Income-tax Dtficr'rs 
should henceforw'anl base their assessment on different classifications of 
land, such as Dahola, Sahori (terms used in Jalpaiguii distrlet ), Shali, ]>anga, 
Suna or any other term nsed in any i>articnlar local area and on estimated 
average outturn of the crops grown on each kind of land and the income 
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<Ierive(l therefrom. Hiey should also satisfy themselves, as far as practic- 
able, from the jmpers pro<luced by an assessee and, in the absence thereof, by 
local encjuiries, that the crops under assessment were actually g'rown on the 
particular class of land owned by Ihe assessee. Facts must be found on 
evidence and tbe assessment based on actual facts and not on imaginary 
calculations. 


S. C. CHATTEIbJEE, 
Commissioner, 

Agricultural Income-ta.r, Bengal. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether previous to the instructions issimd by 
the (loveinment, as slated in th(‘ answer, there were any other instructions 
given ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Vn ‘vioiisly ? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Yos 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware 
wheth(‘r any otlier instructions were issiu'd earlier but T know that after 
my assumption of otlici’ several re])resentations wiue reia ived by me and 
then 1 found that thei’c* was some genuine grievance and it was only after 
that that these instructions were issued so that the rnattiu’ may be made 
nbsolut(dy clear without any danger of any assessee being put to any 
hardship, 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; Aft er he assumed office, 
did h(‘ siM‘ the files in his de])aitment , for th(‘i‘t‘ ni\ist b(‘ such files, to see 
whether tliere any instructions as suggested in question (h) ? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; As I have said, I am 
not auar(‘, but liat 1 could gather was that the pr(‘vious jiractice was to 
calcubate the yield of crops on th(‘ basis of average figures obtained or as 
given in the ditVenmi statistical re|)orts of the districts, and it was reported 
to me that there w(‘t«’ si'veral diflVrent idassifiiaitions, for instance, of 
jotedars ^^ho jiossessed land but were not cultivating them, and therefore 
an iniagimiry (‘alculation based on tin* average yield of land would not be 
fair to them. To make all these ])oinls clear a ( iriailar was issued to the 
various Agricultural Income-tax Officers. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; With reference to 
answer to parts (h) to (c) it is stated that a cojin of the instructions issued 
in the matter is laid on the table. Rut we do not find any such insiriictions 
laid on the table here. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; This is the statement 
which has lu'eu printed along with the answer. If the honourable member 
will please refer to memorandum No. 11)T0(22)( b, dated the 27th June, 
1940, ])rinied just below the answer, he will find it. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; Thank you. 

Permanent SulvJudge at Jalpaiguri. 

78. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and liCgislative Departments be pleased to 
state if he is aware that great inconvenience is caused to the litigants owing ^ 
to want of a permanent Sub-Judge at Jalpaiguri and that suits and appeals 
necessarily remain pending for a very long time? 
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(h) If so, do the Government propose to appoint a Sub-Judge for Jalpai- 
guri alone, instead of one for the two districts of Juli>aiguri and DinajpurP 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): Yes. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased It) state whether Governnieiit would bi‘ in a jiosition to 
come to a decdsion early? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Yes 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: May we know when? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: ()[ <ouise it will not 
be proper to give a definite date. The file lias beini [)ut iij) to me just now 
and so far as 1 have been able to gather it is desirabb' that tlu‘ matter should 
be decided as early as })ossil)le and I will look into tin' matter and try to 
expedite it. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: May 1 take it that this 
w-dll be done before the end of this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: There is dearth of 
officers in the Judicial Dejiartment because for tlu- last two yeans tluMt* has 
been no recruilineiit and a large number of munsills will have to be appoint- 
ed v(‘ry soon. The Judicial Dcpartimuit and the Public Scuvice Commis- 
sion are faking' steps to ri'criiit these otlicius as speedily as possililc and as 
soon as they are appointed, 1 think, GoveriiTmuit will lie in a ])osilion to 
apjioint a Subordinate Judge at Jalpaiguri 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: It is a question of only 
one judicial officer; so aie the (jiovm'nnnuit not in a jiosition to ap])oint zme 
judge for Jalpaiguri? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: I will try to place 

one officer at Jalpaiguri as early as possible. 


Assessment and collection of Agricultural Income-tax during the years 
1944.45 and 1945-46. 

79. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Will the Uon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Ei nance Dejiartnient be jdeased to state — 

(a) wdiat is the amount of Agricultural Jncome-tax assessed and collected 

during the years 1944-45 and 1945-4G ; 

(b) what has been the total costs of the department in these two years; 

and 

(c) what 18 the net revenue receipt under the head of Agrcultural 

Income-tax in tliese two years? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 


(a) Agricultural Income-tax — Ks. 

Assessed in 1944-45 19,806 

Collected in 1944-45 9,464 

Refund in 1944-45 Nil 

Assessed in 1945-46 1,00,55,457 

Collected in 1945-46 90,91,282 

Refund given in 1945-46 , 20,231 


as. 

12 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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{h) ExjMJiuliture on assessment and eollection of Agricultural income- 
tax in — 

Rs. 

(?) 1944-4.') ... 81,786 

Hi) 1945-46 ... 2,94,338 


Total ... 3,76,124 


(?•) 'I’otal net rc(ei|)t in the two years — Its. 90,80, 465. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Have the (joveiniiieat eared to iiiake an enquiry 
and reeoneile the dili'erenee in aKHessineni in 1944-4o, thal is Ks. 19,805 

only, and the assessinent in 194.^)-45, namely, Ks. 1 ,00,05,457 ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The jiosition should 
have berni el(‘ared up after the enaetment aiithofisiii^ the assessment of 
tax on af>rieultural iiieom(‘. The Dejiarlment started assessing hut the 
work of assessment eould imt he (‘omf)let(‘d IxToit* the (dost' of (he fiminrial 
yts'ir. So tti(‘ assessment in 1944-45 amountt‘d to Ks. 19,855-12 and^tlie 
rtmiaining assessment ot that year was done in tlie next finaneial >ear, that 
is in 1915-15, that is w h\ (Ikmc is sueh a disj>aiii> and tlu^ honourahle 
TTUMtihei' may lest assuied (hat it is not the assessjmmt oi one veai'. As [ 
hav(‘ said, tins Hueluation in assessment is dm‘ In iIm' laet that tli<‘ v\ork of 
ass(‘ssm(‘n( vnus started iii I941-4n and it was eairied ovei to 194o-45. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Will the lion hie 

Ministm h(‘ pleased to state it it is jmssihle to sa\ aftm eoiisulting the tile 

W'hat is the (‘xaet amount ot assessment in 1944-45 and what is the amount 

in 1945-15:* 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice L 
thiiik tile honourahle nn'inhei means tin' figure^ sepai.itelv tor l!)44-f5 and 
1 945-45 y 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; Yes 

Aeroplanes for the Governor and the Chief Minister of Bengal. 

80. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the lloiiio l)ej>artment Ive jdeased to state whether it is a fact that 
tho (Jovernment of Bengal hav(‘ decided to purchase an aeroplane for the 
Governor and another for the Chief Minister y If so, what would each costy 

(h) Has retrenchment in all jxissihle directions l>een made l>efore deciding 
to undergo this fresh expenditure in tlie })urc}iase of aeroplanes y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: {a) No. It has, howover, been 
deluded to juirchase one new' two-engined eight-seater De-Havilland 
“Dove” aerojilane for the use of His Exeellency the Governor of Bengal and 
the Hon’ble Ministers at a total cost not exceeding Ks. 2, 24, 000. 

(b) In view' of the obvious administrative advantages and economy of 
(juick air travel^ the question of retrenchment raised by the honourahle 
meiul>er appears to he irrelevant. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Have the Government purchased the 
machine in the meantime? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I believe, Sir, that attempts 
are feeing made to purchase it and contract has been placed but unfor- 
tunately we have not yet got delivery of it. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that the lias 

not yet been jiroflueed for use outside Knp-land and only one machine has 
been produced up till now? 

The Hon»bl0 Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do not think that the 
honourable member’s information is up-to:date. This aeroplaiu' is bcinjf 
produced for supjilies not only to England but also outside and we have 
with a certain amount oi difliculty been able to get a priority ])lace. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, my (piestion has not been answi'ied, J said 
that only one “Dove” has been produ(‘ed up till tl uly 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not putting a (juestion but supplying 
information. 


Disbandment of Bengal Home Guards. 

8t» Mr. NUR AHMED: (n) Will tlu' lIoiTble Minister in charge of the 
Home Dejiartment be pleased to state it it is a tact that the Bengal Ifome 
Guards will be disbanded on the Blst rluly, UMG? 

(h) Is it a fact that no prn\isi(in has been imule by the Government of 
Bengal to provide other ser\ices to Home (Jiiards, Adjutants and Assistant 
Adjutants who wer(‘ specially Miiled tor this job? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: {u) Home (luard parties 
excepting those engaged on l{ailwa\ [latrol duti(‘s were disbandi'd on the ddth 
June,, Ih-IG. The paid personnel of th(‘ organisation weie ri'laiiii'd u[) to the 
dlst July, 1J4(). Thereafter thos(‘ whose seiwicivs weic not nmicssary for the 
supervision of thi* Railway |)atrols uma* discharged. 

{}}) In filling up vacanci(‘s in Go\(*riiment ser\ices, th(‘ claims of dis- 
cliaiged jiei'sonnel of the Home Guard orgauisalion will he duly consid(‘red 
along W’illi those of other retriUKdied ci\]lian emploxm's lor whom 5(^ per (“ent. 
of the vacancies ha\e hc^m resiu'vcd 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon'iile Mmi.lei !>.• pleased 
to static how mans homegiiards are still in existence? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: i do n(»t know the figures. 

Derequisitioning of properties at Kadihati, Copalpur and other adjoining 
mauzas of 24-Parganas. 

82. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the HonJde Minister in charge 
of the Dejiartmeni of Hand and Hand Beveniic lie jileasml to slate tlu^ reasons 
why the liiind Ac(|uisition Collector of ‘J4-l*arg’ana.s servi'd a notii'e for 
dere(j[Uisitioning jiropcrties at Kadihati, Gopalpur and oilier adjoining mauzas 
of 24-Rarganas on the 22nd and 24th July, H)4t>, without making nee.i'ssary 
and jirojier arrang’einents tor road faeilities for acc(‘ss to th(‘ said properties 
as they used to enjo> lietoie tin* napiisitioii period thereby making it next 
to imjiossihle for the owners to take possession id' their lands? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadtir 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: A 

'•i*rtain length of Sir Ramesh Mitter Road has remained (dosed to th(‘ publi(j; 
but the area is still accessible liy village pathways. A new main road will 
l>e constructed in due course. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Am J to understand that without mak- 
ing ariangemeiits for road facdlities these reijuisition arraiigmnents will 
not be carried out? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It was a question of derequisition. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Yes, but without constructing the road 
how the owners will go to their properties? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The construction of the new road will be taken up as soon as possible. But 
there are pathways which lead to these properties. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Are we to understand that pathways 
are public roads? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

They are open to the public. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Do they not belong to private persons? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SA I YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

J’ublic have a right to travel by those ])athways. 

The Hon’ble Minister’s visit to some of the hospitals in Calcutta. 

83. Dr. K. S. ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Health and Local Self-Government be ])leased to state whether it is 
a fact that the Ilon’ble Minister paid an in cofjnito visit to some of the 
hospitals in (-aleuiia? 

(h) If so, will he kiiidly state his experience? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali): (a) 

Yes. 

(h) Idle (piestion is vague. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: Had the Minister any objecl in view 
when he made the in coqntto visit or he liad no objeid o] that the object 
was vague? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; My object was by no 
means vaguic 1 had some dtdinite (»bject in view. 1 wanted to find out 
what treatment is meted out to patients who conn* to th.e (bisualty Depart- 
imujt with some injuries, how long they have to wait before they are attend- 
ed to, in what manner the otficeis-in-eharg(* of these casualty wards func- 
tion and whethtu' they are alive to thc^ fact, that immediate attention should 
be ])aid to all persons who come to the casualty wards of the hospitals. 
These were some of iny objects. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: Was the Hon’ble Minister satisfied with 
the working of the hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I was not quite satis- 
fied. 1 found a lot of defects which 1 am trying to put right. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in general terms what defects he found? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: One of them I can 
state which I noticed during my visit. An injured person was brought in 
but unfortunately the doctor instead of attending to the wounds or to the 
injurit‘s ])aid greater attiuition in recording a statement from the patient 
and I thought that when a person is brought into the Casualty ward the 
first consideration of the officers-in-charge should be to attend to the injured, 
either give first-aid or medical assistance or medical relief, but instead of 
doing that they were first concerned with noting down a statement, a very 
long statement which took more than 5 to 10 minutes and when the patient 
was practically in agony and groaning. On enquiry I was told that that 
was a definite instruction which they were carrying out. I thought that 
was wrong. The first consideration of the doctor in charge of the casualU* 
ward should be to attend to the patients and only afterwards, when every 
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kind of attention has ])(‘en ^iven lo (ho patient, (hoft* >< 11 ( 1111(1 l)e tlu* record- 
ing* of his statement, wheie nt'cessaix. This is oiu' ot tin detects which 1 
noticed. Tlieie weri' iiian_\ otliers hut it will m‘I\c im iisctul j)uij)ose ti» 
enumerate tlumi at Imieih here hut I can arsine the hdiiouraldt^ niemhm’s 
that immediate u(‘tiou i" Ixdug taken m) tliat llle'^(' d('leel^ are removed. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What ah.mt the diet and 1 he disci imimition in diet 
and the (pialities theieoty 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tins ,het (luestion 
was not gone into duiing tin* iiutKjnito \isi( (h.ii 1 |i,iid 1 mav liowt‘ver 
t(d] the lionourahle imnnhei that I p.iid >eveial other \isits suhstM|uently 
and 1 did ^o to the kitelo'ii and alst» \ isiicd alinosi all (lie diflmCnt wards 
of the various hosjiitals in (’aleiitla So that is a diileKMit (|ii(‘stioii 
altogethei. 1 did visit llo- kitchen hni nn a dilh-icnl occasion 

Distribution of Civil List and Educational Section of ‘^Calcutta Gazette” 
to members of the Legislature. 

84. Mr. BIREN ROY: ill the ilon hh‘ Mmistei m charge (d ilit‘ 

Clind i\[ I II ist(M 's l)(>paMni('nf '-c' phased to stale - 

(a) it he would cunsniei ;iam*‘diatf'l\ the adMsahility ot distnlmlion uf 
lli(‘ Henga! ('i\il h-t !(> iIm' i(i(‘Tnh(*rs oi the j/egisla1uri^ ; and 

(/y) li lie would icsunu' pnldicahon ot tin* educational s(‘c(ioii of thi^ 
Cdh nfin oi . make a\ailal)le the edmalional poition 

of lh(' ('dliiilhi (td.tfh jo ihe meinhiMs ot lln‘ Leg islal ur(‘ '' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: o/) II (he jiajier ])Osition 

oeimits c()])ii‘s ol (he ik'nI issin* id ihe Himgal ('i\il List will hi* made a\'aiL 
ahl(‘ lo mcmlK'i s 

(/y) Till' ('ducational section id th(‘ ('ah'vltd (uizcfic is ioi jeasons of 
jiiipm ecoiioins. j)uldish(‘d s(>paiat(d\ once a month, and i known as 'he 
Heiiudl h'd u( dt ddi (idzrlh \\ hen IIk' pajim position piu’mils, cojiics ol (he 
lii’inidl I’jddtdiddi ild'.rih will he m.idi* a\'ailah|(‘ to m(“mh(‘is (d the 
i .egaslatiire 

Mr. BIREN ROY: U i(h n ti i ncc to alisu Cl ( /y) will 1 he 1 1 oii’hlc 
Ministei !)(' pleased to eonsjdei the [lo-'ition ahoiil (h(‘ liruijal F.d m dt ton 
(id:rtt<' which is piihlished onlx monthlx .ind sei* that it is made availahle 
lo tin- meinheis ol the Leg l sla t n i e 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Wh. n ih. p .ja i position 

permits 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZtZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur; riicM* are many 

nitmihers who aie willing to joiK hase the Bengal Cixil Ll^l and can it not 
l)i‘ made availahle t(t smdi meinher^r' 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The laid is not rm n ly a 

(question oi economy and (d stopping irf'e sup|d\ . d'he (jU(*stion l^ (d inade- 
ipiacy ot the amount ot [lajiei made a\,iilahle to us and it the pajim posi- 
tion jw*rmits w(‘ shall he ver\ ghid to .send .surplus copies to hon’lde 
mem hers. 


Dairy Industry. 

85. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Ilon’hle Minislei m chaige (i 
the Dejiartment of Agricult ip-e, Forests and Fisheiu's he pleas(-d to state what 
measures and stejis have been taken and wdll be taken and what sjieciaJ plans 
Ol schemes ha\e been put into ojieration and will he put 'uto opmaiion for 
the early development of dairy indu.stries in Bengal on modern scientific 
method ? 


nCb 
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(b) II i'O, wliat arc tliev ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries): 

UoverDment liave taken the io]h>\\ino measures toi the (leveloj)ineiit ol 
jlairy in Jien^al : — 

(1) A sehenie foi- Dairy Development has been undertaken in eollabo- 
ralion with the (Tovernment of Tndiij Idie stall employed under 
llii- seh(mie will, in ih(^ liist iiislauee, <-()llee1 relevant data in 
aii'as within easy reai-li ol ('aleutta, J)aeea and ( 'h itta^^oii^ about 
the ])roduction and disl i lhiition of milk. On the basis of these 
data suitable de\(dopmenl schemes \Nill be loimulated for augment- 
ing’ the milk sup|)l\ of those areas. 

(‘^) A sehenie loi tin* esl.iblLshiiKn I of a (Amlial Lisestock IJieeiling- 
en y/i- ht'seai ch 8iat]on at Haiinghala has been s.inctioned. Tile 
pi'ogi’aninie of work under this scheme oi n‘spce1 of dairy is as 
follows - 

(/j In impiovi* llie (|Ualit\ of \illage milk under limigai conditions, 

(n) to ascertain noimal \aiiations in the <)ualit\ ol milk and milk 

jjroduets and to fix suitable sl<indards foi iiidging the juirity 
and the (jualit^ of milk and milk juoduets nndei Hengal 
eondit ions, 

[III) to tackle difVeient piobleius < onmated with the i in pi o\ emeu I of 
milk sujipls of t’aleutta and othei smallm towns, and 

(//) to improve the nianulactuie ol milk piodin Is iii eonimon use in 

Hen gal. 

This scheiiu* also pin\idt‘s loi tin' siUting up ol an ('\pei mien ta I daii\ 
faim wheie tin* monomus o) inmmereial jnoduetion ol milk on 
motieiu lines will be si udnsl . 

(di A schimie lot the impioveimMU ot uott sfinhis and initjiii}ioJi\s in this 
l'ro\ inet‘ has b(M*n s.im tioned with finam ml assi^pniit^ ti’om lie-* 

( in\ i'j'nnn‘nt of Imim. This si licme, bi'siib's iiiaking bettei 
provision loi asvluins foi tlie un]nodueli\e slock, has a direct 
healing on the augmentation of milk suppK ami the im))i viv enmnt 
of livestock generally. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: Will thi llonhU Mini tei pleas, 
stall* w bethel aiiv jiraetical steps have heen taken in the mattei I'xeept tlie 
formulation of a sclii'ine and the enijilo) nient oi some officers?' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; A sthem.* has bein 

sanctioned 

Mr. ABDULLAH.AL-MAHMOOD: Yes, that we bave -.(‘on in the 
answer. AI\ (|Uestiou is whetliev anv juaetieal stej.s Imve heen taken exeepl 
the formulation of a seh(*me and tin* ein])lov nu*nt of ofbeers 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the hom.uiahit 
member jilease explain wbal jie means by “jiraetii-al" i*' 

Md. ABDULLAH.AL.MAHMOOD: What I mean is tliis, whether an^ 
effective steps have heen taken anywhere, ex])erimental oj whatever it may 
be, for file formulation of a sehenie; the emidoyment of a staff is not the 
only means to give practical effect to any plan. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Effective steps have 
been taken. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: What effeetive stei )s have heen taken ^ 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: What steps have been 
taken to augment the production of milk in the mofussil towns? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the honourable 
member ])lease repeat the question? I am sorry I could not follow him. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: It is this: In the 
answer it is stated that you are making certain arrangements for the aug- 
mentation of siii)plv of milk. What steps have actuall\ been taken to this 
end in the mofussil towns except in Calcutta, Da(“ca and Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have stated 
already, this is a ('entral Tdve-stock breeding Ileseaich Station when* r*er- 
tain experiments are undcrtaktui by (iovernment to ini])rovt‘ the (‘oudition 
of Jiiilk supply and so as to find out iindei- Jhmgal conditions how tli*' ''U]iply 
of milk can be im])roved not only in Calcutta but also in the mofussil towns 
of the province and effective steps on the basis of exp«'rienc(‘ of the woiking 
of this research station will hr* taken by (rovennnent in Hue course. 

Wheat from the Punjab. 

86. Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MOHAMMAD JAN: Will the 
llon’ble Minister in cliarge of the Department of Civil Siqqilies be pleased 
to state— 

(a) whcthei il is a fact, that as stated by Sir Clioturani, Revenue Minister 
of the Punjab, tin* Go\ei‘nmeni of Pongal pay to the mills Ks.4 
per mauiid for milling fHiarges; and 

(/P ]f he is aware that in (kih'utta private* mills without any commission 
to th(' hiokcr*^ diargi* R(‘.l-4 to Its I-8 ]) 0 ]- mannd for milling 
wlieat 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: (n) Vis; in 1943 Gov 
ornment paid a ditTereiitial (to cover actual milling charges, the cost of 
gunnies and inoidentals) ot Rs.3-8 ]>er maund of a/f^/ and Rs.4 per maund 
of flonr. These were, how^evor, n'duced gradually and finally Tie. 1-1 for 
off// and lls.3-9 for flonr on the Isf January, 1944. 

(h) No. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In view of answn {^/) would tlo' flon’hb* Minisfe? 
please consider the advisability of having an empiiry nnnh' ami gefling 
fhese mills refund this amount of dilVeiamce hetween Jis. 1-1 for //ffa and 
Its. 3-8 w'bicb w’as paid, as is Iming dom* in many militar\ contracts'"' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: 1 hav(* already said 
that 1 do not know whether an\ '-m-h commission wa> charged by the mills 
nnd therefore 1 do not tliink 1 am in a f)o>ition to start an ciM|uir\ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is stated tliat. Tts 3-8 wms paid and then -ubsc- 
f|ueTitly, by January, 1944, if was reduced to Its. 1-1, tli.- diltVrcncc being 
Its. 2-7: my fiiie.stion is wdietlo*!- an crujuiry can be inslitnrcd n )w and get 
the mills to refund the amount wbirdi is such a, lu'uvx s im 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur COFRAN; The money was already paid 
and the rate w-as gradually rc'diiced : so T do not think an\ (piestiou of 
refund arises at present. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; Will tlie Ilon’lde Minis- 
ter be pleased to sf:ite wheih<‘r. liaving regard to the abnormal higli cost 
of milling in the Punjab tbr* Government of llengal <‘otisid(*i it necessary 
to have their wdieat milled here in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: At juesent it is milled 
in Bengal. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBI8H : Is the entnv- wheat 
being inilled in Bengal. I)e(*au.>e in the rnofussil we do not get wheat at all^ 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Tliere is plenty of 

wlieat in the niotussil. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: ( ould ijot tile mills he asked ioi ,i retiind in \ i»‘\v 
of the high rale (dia?g(‘dy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Tin .mioiint has 

already been paid and Ihme i> no (piestion of reinnd 

Mr. HAMipUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: With ndeieiiee to answer toe 

will the Hon’hle Ministei h(‘ ploased to stale what wa^ Ihe basis oi fixiiiLT 
the rate oi IN d-(S pei maund oi dttn when limy sanctioned it!^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: 1 ask tor notice. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will the ilon bh 

Ministei be plejisnd to state whellno' it i> not a fact that at tin- time w Inoi 
the rate \\a> >,i net ioikmL the high rate had to bi' sanctioned on account of 
non-a vai laid 1 it \ oi wheat and high labour (harge> in Hmigal*'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Yes, that is so 

Mr. BUOY SINCH NAHAR: Sii, in aiiswfi to Ml Aziziil lla(jin''^ 
(juestion whether the high latc was sanctioned in \ ii'w ot the high biboiii 
fdiargc in Bengal the Ilon’ble Ministt'r ^aid “y<‘s” Will he phaise (‘Xjilain 
what he means b\ the aiiswet “\es”!^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: ()ii ,n‘C(iunt id all 

thes(‘ (‘(iiisiderat ions the ( hargc'. had to be s(» high 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; DmI iIh lion I.U Mini i.i 

colisidci nil llii'si' IliiJiy-' .il (lie liinc ol liMni.' llic intc .it IN i-S;' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir-, at tlnit tinu' th(*re was 
th(‘ Wheat AdviMUW ( 'oin m 1 1 t-a* tonned b\ the ( lovei niiieiit and it was 
this (hiinmittee that tixi’d the charg(‘s 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : ( hi .1 poi 111 ol ordei , Sir 

Is the Ilon'ble t he ( li let M ini''ter eiitithnl to an^wei on behali ol the othei 
IToihbh* Ministry 

Mr. PRESIDENT: d’h.it I> not th<‘ piaitne but it tin Chiel Alinistei 
is ])repai(‘d to satist\ the ciiiiositN oj the lloU''e 1 would not Niand in the 
way 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: At that tune tin* composi- 
tion also of the tiffd and Hour wa-> diHerent trom what it is now The\ were 
blacker. lAirther, tTOvernment could not guaraiilec constant "UppN to the 
mills X ow (rovernment is in a jiosition to do >i>. because* the (io\eiumeut 
of India are sending wheat legnlarly and tln*\ lia\(' be(*n abb* to put it on 
a ])ro]u‘r looting. So. all tlH‘se milling eliarge's were* fixed uinh'r the advice 
of the Whe‘at Aelviseu N (hunmittee that was set up hy ( Te)ve*rumeut . 

Stock of foodgrains freezed in 1943 in Bihar. 

S7. Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: in) Will the IIorThb* Aliuister iu 

eharge* e)t (he Dejuirtment of (bvil Siip])lie‘s he* please'el to stale whether it 
IS a laid (hat sto(•l^.^ of feioelgraiiis suffie ie'iit to te*ed 4t),()fH) adults for one 
Near we*re frea'zed last year <1944) in the traders’ geidowns in Bihar? 

(/>) Is It a fact that tliose grains were mostl\ piueha^^e'd by Alessrs. 
Ispahani & (\> as agents of the Government of Bengal? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN; (,i) Stocks purchasecl 

iy this (Tovernniciil in U)4f'i in liihar suliicicnt rouohl\ to tctnl -|0.(H)(> persons 
[or a y(‘a]' ancic frozi'ii liv llu* (iovernnient of' Ifiliar 

(b) It is a fact that tlic plains were niostlA nnichasiMl 1)\ Mi'ssr>. l.spahani 
^ Co. as agents of the (lovei iinient of Ben^'iil 

[granting of licetice for sale of cotton cloth and yarn to one Abdul Malik 
Khan of Faridpur and another. 

88. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (n) Will the llon’hle Mii.i^t.-r m .-har^^e 

)f the Dejiartnient of ('ivil Sup]>]ies he j»leas(Ml to stat(' i) it is a tact that 
loth 8ei)teinher, 1944. was fixed h\ tli(‘ Ihoxincial Controlho ol 'rextiles as 
he last (late for issin' of licenc(‘s tor sal(‘ of cotton cloth and xarii!'' 

(/>) Is h(‘ a\\aj(‘ tliat licence's on s])ecial efronnds were* issued h\ the 
Mihdivisional (ftlicej, Ikiiidjuii, to .Vhdnl Malik Khan, hrother of Ahdns 
hdaiii Khan, Sc'cietaix ot the* District .Mnslmi Lcai^au', on the “lOth No\ ('inhei-, 
944, and to aiiothci deaho- who is a ineiiiher ot the ^^llsI^nl la'af^mn on the 
st Decenihei. m\'f 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: id) d lc' l‘i o\ incial ( 'on- 
roller of T('\tiles had tivc'd -Itlth diinc', 101 f. nn| dOth Septeiuhc'r, 1044, as 
lie last date tor is^uc' cd' licence's tor sah' ot e'oilon c'loth ami \arn Hut 
he Suhd i\ isioiial Oliiceis in e-(‘n(*ral wei’e* adxised tee issm* liecnre'^ on spe'c'ial 
;TOUiids to such pc'i'sons as wc'rc' ne»t in the husiness fioni lu'tore. exe'ii atter 
'Xjiiry of tlie date fixt'd This diseoe'l lont'i \ powc'r was withdi’awn hv 
kinfideiitial ( io\ eiri men t Circulai No 0101(0d)-C(i . dated the' !?9th 
)ecenil)er, 19T1. 

(h) Lieemecs mi spee lal ^jiounejs wme* is^ue'd h\ the Suhd i \ isioim I ftflice'i, 
S'ldai, not onl\ lo Ahdul Malik Khan hut tee twentN-foiii otlieis 44ie issue 
f tlu'se licence's had iiothine* to do with the pait\ afliliatinus n| apjilicants 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL.MAHMOOD: Will the llon'hh- Miumi.'i h.> pleaoMi 

o state* wIicIIm'I he is iii a position to le-ad out the* '.,.M otln*! name, to whom 
lie' licence's wemc is-.U('d atte-r the* fixe'd date**'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: I w 1 n I not n e* 

Scarcity and maldistribution of coke. 

89. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : W ill the li n hi. 

finistei 111 chai^'c of the* Departnie'iit of Cixil Supplies he ph*ased to staff' 
la) whethi'i the* ( jo \ e'riinient eef lie'iipal ha\e eot an\' hand m the* niatte*i 
of alloc. ition of w'a^oens foi si|ppl\ ot ceike in the* distiicts (d 
Be'iic’al; if so, who is m chaise ol it, and, what pait the (loxein- 
ine'iit of llen^-al take in such allocatieui, 

ib) whethe'i he* is axvaie that theie is e-M*at seaieit^ of coke and e on- 
seefueiit mute distre'ss and seiious incoii \ on ie*nce to the* |ie*ople' in 
the' muffasil, if so, what st(*ps have* heeri take*u oi aie* proposed to 
he' taken to e'ase the* situation, 

ir) whethe'i’ the flox crnine*n1 have direefe'd the* Dislint Nla;j!isl i a te* eu 
Dejiartme'iit ot Civil Sup)flv to distrihute* the* eedxe* faiiK and 
eepiitahK among-st all, includinp officials and non-offie lals, and 
that without an\ jnefeieiu'e to anvbodx ; ami 

if/) whethei he projioses to ^’et the e ok(' (list j ihutf'el o(|uilahl\ ifiroueh 
non-official committees ot ac'emies? 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: m) No The rrovim ial 

ueita of wa^'oim i" tixf'd hy the (loxeinmcnt of India 44iis i> re'-al locate'd 
> the different ]>arts ot the* TVovince' hy the Dire'ctoi -(K*nei al of (ainsumei 
foods in the Civil Sup[)lies ]>e]»artmenl ed this Doveiiime'nl It is the 
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of the (^)al (V>iinius.sioner inuler the Government of India to 
arranKf* ff)r the HU])i>ly of wag'onn and also for the actual supply of coke to 
the iiaHies eorieerned who are, in all cases, the nominees of District 
M a^'i.strjif es, 

(If) Y(\s As Uie result of reprcseiitaf ion made hy the Government of 
flic Pro\in( i;d fjuota has heen increased hy 700 waprons i>er month 

(r) and (<1) 'Tlie Districf Ma^^istrate is responsible for equitable distribution 
ilhin his disf ri< f and it is not proj>osed to interfere with his discretion unless 
any definiti* coiipdaini has been received. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Older, order, f have received notice of an 
ad joiiriMiKOii motion from Mr. halit (Oiandra Das which runs iin follows: 

“ddmt I his Oonncil do adjourn its business to discuss a definite inattei 
of ur»»ent public importaiier and of lecent occurrence, nameh . 

I lie situation arisiin>- out of tlie failure of the Government to main- 
tain law and order, ])eac(‘ and fra miuillity in the city of Calcutta 
as from the Ibth August last for full four days, resulting- in riot^' 
(d' uiipjiralleleil s.ivanauw , casualties mounting’ to about 5,000 
killed and about 10.000 N\ound(‘d. besides bn'akin^* of shops and 
h(>Us(‘s. >t*ttin^ them on tire and 1o(din(>' of ])roperties worth erores 
(d‘ rup(‘(*s, no proper and timelv steps bavins be(‘n taken to prevent 
them occuiriuf^.’’ 

Nou I ha\(' L'i\(‘n m\ consent to this adjournment motion. May 1 
knov if the bonoui.ibb' immilx'r has tln^ liMve of the House? Tliose mem- 
bers who ai'(“ in siqijxut of the motion will kindlv risi' in thui s(‘ats, fThe 
membcMs stood in tlndr seats. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mav T sa> a word? I 

welcome all opport onit i<*s within the Lcfrislature to discuss one of fh' 
pneatest, if md the uri'atest calamity, wdiiidi has oMudakim Calcutta. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of 01 ‘deT', Sir. Those mern- 
Ix'is who snpjioitfi] ihi“ ail ioniaiment motion stood in their places but you 
ha\e not deidaied .i> \et wlietbei llie nMpiisite number stood. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: More than 1 I members have risen in their =eat^ 
'Idiat is all riedit 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable mem- 

bei’ need imi Inne laned :i point o{ oidei. As there was no olpjeetinn from 
anv (juarter in the House, ihe adiourument motion wdll h(' discussed .m tin' 
tlom- of tb(' House So the inu'stiou raisi'd by the honourable membef dnc' 
md aris(' at this stae-e 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir. I wadeome all oppoi- 

tiiiiities within the I .(‘nuslatiue to diseims one of the greatest, if not ^Ic 
e'reatest ealamit\ . whiidi has overtakim Calcutta. T had hoped, vSir, th.n 
the honourable member'' wamld discuss this mutter on a motion of no con- 
tiihmee. notiei' (d‘ wbiidi, 1 tind, lias lu'Cii placed on the table. But as tic 
bononialde membtus do not wish to do so J find m,\self in .somewhat of » 
predic.niient luMunise this matter is of siieli portentous dimensions that ’’ 
can bardh he eonsiderml within the limits and the limitations of an adiouie- 
meiit motion. If it had heen dismis'-iMl as a no-eonfldenre motion the IToim'' 
Would liave had anqde op]>ortuniti(‘s to t'Xprcss its view' and I too vvonhi 
bav(' had somt‘ time to ]>laee all the facts relevant to the riot before the Hou'*' 
which I could hardU place, say wdthin Id minutes, the time allowed f"i 
ie])l\ and. therefore, Sir, I am only making' a suo:<jestion to the honourahb 
members opposite for their consideration. Within the time allowed for an 
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adjournment motion it will not be possible to i)laee all ibe facts and argu- 
ments before the public and so far as I am concerned 1 too shall have to 
consider that my repl^ should be as conij^ressed as possible and put in a 
tabloid form. If 1 iiave to place the point ot \it‘w of IIk* (lovernineut 
before the House I do not think, Sii, that I \\ill l)e able to do it under two 
hours. 1 shall therelore liave to jilaci* betoie tlii.s House all the uiatciials 
in as conipresseil a i(»riu a?' ]K»>>ibl(‘ I would like to inaki‘ a suggi'st ion. 

, already the time is pas^^ed. Theie i.s no ui^ene\ troiu the point ot mi‘w ol 
in immediate discussion On tln‘ other hand 1 should think that an imme- 
liate discussion on thi‘ point belore we liaxe >ettled down in lhir> House 
[he legislative business to be dune in eonmation with I hi* intt max haxe 
anlortunate repercussions. 1 xxould sugpest lor tin* i ojisidi'i at ion ot the 
lonourable memher.s and of the b'aders ol all partii's li (hex could li\ >ome 
:ime next xveek, and J would suggest about (he ISth oi this inonlh, tor the 
purpose ol the consideration oi llie motion The leason w hx I make this 
suggestion is that, us J have said, I do not like to jilaee uix points in a 
abloid iorm, utherxvise i would assuie the hononrahle nieniheis I hat the 
•oiisideration ot this important mattci will In* most iinsai islaetoi ^ , and it 
rvould not he giving a lair ehaiiee to the (ioxeiumeni to jilaee then jioint ol 
,’iew beioie the public and the House. On Monday we aie going to ha\e a 

;ery imjioitant Jiill which xvill have to be placed beioie (he House .md 

vhich 1 hope the House xvill jiass without any demni. foi it eoneeiiis the 
ietting up ol a ( 'oiiimission of Kmjuirx , und it is iieeessarx (hat wi* gixc 
his (Commission of .Hiii|uiiy the iieeessarx jmxxei loi holding Ihe einjuiiy. 
riieii, if this mattej' is somehoxv left ovei and goi's on till Tm*sda\, I think 
Aeilnesda} xvould be the mo.st suitable dale when we shall he agreiuihh? to 
ilace all the lads belore the House. Thci’elore, I eaiuestlx (lusl (hat the 
eaders of the various jiarties xvill accept m\ sugg(‘slioii 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, so lai as the tixing ol a date is 
oncerned, xx'e xvould have liked to take up the motion exeii tomorroxv, hut 
t appears that the Hoii’ble the Chiet Hiiiistei wants that il should he 

ome day next week, preierably Wedne.^dax, convenient liom his jioint 

if view; but 1 think it is a matlei ol gieat urgi'in v and wi should have 
iioved the adjournment motion even on Ihe 2nd St'jilemlioi had (heie lieeii 
0 adjournment. Noxv it is getting too late. Ibit in spite ol that in oi'der 
0 accommodate the Chief Hinisim we may agiei* to iMondas at the lati'st. 
'he motion may stand over till Alondav at (he la lest. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (jrdei, oidej The usiiai jii.iiliee js jo take up an 
djournmeiit motion at the earliest ojijxutiinibv . I hcliexe in thi* Houses of 
birliament it is dom* on the verx day that an adjournment motion is tabled, 
lere, toi obvious reasons xve Lave got lo take up such motions on the next 
ay because an adjournment motion can bi* discussed loi two houi^ and onr 
itting is confined lo two hours. So it is almost impo'^silile toj this House 
3 take up an adjouinment motion on the saim; dax . Jl is now pioposi'd 
hat w^e should take it up on tlie 18th, tliat is (jovernment s suggestion 
nd Ml. liulit (Jhandra Has, the mover of the motion, sax', that it should 
e taken uj) on Monday, the Ibth. iMrllwiiDn. Hru ( ’iioxxoin in : No, 
ir.) Well, 1 liave not given any df'cision on tliis mallei. ()nl\ one day 
aterveiies betxveeu the iGth and JHth and 1 think that if the House is ieall> 
nxious to listen to the Government s view-point whose policy will hi* (uiti- 
ised — probably it would be belter to take up this motion on tin* bstli Mr. 
lutta, xvhat is vour view*' Should it he taken up on Hie Kith oi on the 

8th P 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Some members of mv party will he 
ery much inconvenienced if the adjournment motion is taken on the IHIh. 
fni- flip nth. Sir? 


.flTt 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H, S. SUHRAWARDY; Tlie legi.slation Avhicli we 
1(» move oil tile Hilli oi oven ^^leiitei importaiiee. If that 

projio^al 1^ eaiiied ovei tin oiit* (l.i\ turlliei, then we >liall have Id 

o() ovei to the ITth. (i oveiimieiit deMie that the le^l^latlOU that 
will he p.^^^('d h\ tln'« ilou^e on Monday should he jilaeed before tln^ 

AshenibK as soon a^ possible. Po-^sibl\ we cannot aftord to talce tlie motion 
eailim ; it b\ some mi'vidiaiKa^ tin* lem^lalion is caiiied forward to the ITtli 
that will intmtere so seiionsl\ with the budget business ot the other House 
that wo may not be abh* to ^et the lef^i, slat ion through. It is on this oromid 
that allm eousidei in^ all points oi view that this legislation must be ])Ut 
through this sessicm that I have suo^ested IStli There is no jioint in 

havino it one day (‘arli(*i and I do not think it will make a o-reat diftereiiee 

oj- it will caiisi* an\ ori*at ineonvi^nienee to the honourable membms if it 
is dela\ed by om* (lav inasmueli as the iactor involved is of tremendous 
imjiortance In these* eiicuiiu^tances, 1 hope the honourable members will 
accept tile pioposal whudi 1 have pul bi'toie them. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sii, sonn^ honouiable nnmibeis would 
be inconM'nienc(‘d if it is lak<*n n|) on the iSth So wr pii'ii'i to have it on 
the ITth 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Is it the adjourn- 
ment motion or the no-eonlidenc(‘ motion*'' 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: No-eonfidenee motion will not be 
moved heie in this House, we aie not ^oino to nio\(‘ it lone It can be 
b«‘1tei discussed iii .iliothel' place*, when* the uuiiibei o| r(‘pH*sent at ive 

members is laioei 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S, SUHRAWARDY: Sn , I hoja* tin' honourable 
immibeis \\ill aeccjit ISth lor dis( ussiny the adjouiiiment imhioii We* have 
got flirt'c veiy import. int thingv lo be lakt'ii up, om* is the (’alcutt.i Jlistui- 
bances ( 'ommisNion (d Km|Uii\ Hill, the otliei is the Hill legarding sjieeds 
ili8pos.il ot cas(‘- that too is ot ihe gn^ate"! imjxu'ta nee*, and there is 

the t'alcutta I in pi o\ (‘ni(*ii t (Howiali A iiK'iidmeiil ) Hill Tin* matters aris- 
ing out (d these I lot eas(*.s iiiusi n*eei\(* oni tiist atti'iitioii Wt* must get 
thiough these things betoK* wc* dispei^j- |oi tin* Huja holida\s The business 
has bt'en aiiaiiged aei'ordiiig to tin* da\s availaldi* and an\ disJoeation ma> 

cause* \ei\ s(*i lolls re])t'i cussuni on the iegislatne b^lslm‘s^ of the Legisla- 

tun*. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOH ALANOBISH : M in 1 ubmit one word 
Sii y W v W(‘ie to discuss tills niattei on tin* 2nd Septemla'i last but on the 
suggestion (d tin* h*adt‘is ol .lineueiit giouj)s it w.is j>ost])oned for ten days. 
Jf it is a (piestion ol taking tinn*, tlie\ had enough tinn* tor tin* ]>rej)aration 
oi a lull stati'iin'iit during tbesi* da\s So ihi'ie no rt'asoii wh\ tin* 

adjoin imn'iit motion, so kindly admitted b\ you 1oda\ , should st.iinl ovei 
till IStli H ( iovcT nnnmt could waste these ID or 12 da\s, 1 submit, Sir, 
Hie\ can wait <me da> inoit* Wt* can at tin* most wait till ITth as has been 
stalt'd l\v the l.t'atler ol the Opposition 11 it is taken uj) on tin* IStli it will 
cause man\ nn'iiibeis tm this side td the House t*xtri*nn' jnconveiiieine. 1 
wanild tliei't'l oit* most !‘espt*ct tull\ ask vtm to eonsnh*r oui \ n*w ])(dnt and fix 
tin* date. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, this is tin* hist time 
that 1 ln‘ar ( n)\ i‘rument being (*riticised toi having the House adjourned fi’oni 
2nd to r2th Si‘])tembei. 1 think it was done tor making every effort to 
ease the situation then prt*vailing whi( li would peimit the members to come 
to tlie House with safetv. 'J'he honourahh* membeis also rt'alised that the 
matter (‘ould not have* been taken u]i on the 2nd. lIoAvever, tliat matter is 
closed and finished. The legislation that we are [iroposing could not have 
been moved on the 2ud and consequently it is not a failure of duty on the 
Dart of Governmeut that we did not place the matter on the 2nd September. 
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It is after all a question of one day and I really fail to understand how 
the hon’ble members, in view of the important legislation before them, are 
fighting for this extra day. I hope they would be reasonable and now it 
is up to you, Sir, to make a reasonable suggestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Morgan, may I have your views on this 
matter? 

Mr. G. MORGAN: I have none. It makes no difference to us at what 
time it takes place. I would rather wish the legislative business going (»n. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, then do you stick to 17th September? 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: I find members of my party insisleiit 
on bringing this matter on the 17th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; All right, in that case I w'ould fix it for the 17th. 
Because it is certainly the privilege of the Oi)position to move an adjt)urn- 
ment motion. So, I should look to the convenience of the Opposition and 
I fix 17th Sei)tember for the discussion of the adjournment motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: At what time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At II O clock. 

The Calcutta Rent Control Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 
may 1 ask for extension of time for the submission of the Report of the 
Select Committee of tlie Calcutta Rent Control Bill, 1946? The Com- 
mittee could not sit during these days. So, the time may be extended 
up to the 20tli September. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Please do. Tip to what date? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

As some members want to extend the time up to the iidrd S(‘])tember, 1 ask 
for your permission to ext(*nd the time up to that date. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: L eave has been asked by th(‘ Ilon’ble Minister for 
extension of time for sulunission of tho Report of the Select Committee up 
to the 2drd iiist. Is it tl^e ])lea.sure of the House that the time be (‘xttuid- 
ed— - — 

Mr, G. MORGAN: Sir, if the Rent Control Oi(linanc(‘ (mds on 'lOtli 
September what is going to happen during the interregnum? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: When is the Ordinance going to (‘xpire? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

On the 30th September, Sir. A fresh Ordinance will have to be promul- 
gated. But in any case we want to get the Bill through in this House 
before we disperse. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House that the time be 
extended up to 2-‘lrd September, 1946. 

(Cries of “Yes, yes”.) 

The time is extended up to 23rd September, 1946. 

Governor’s Assent to Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have now to inform honourable mendiers that the 
Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946, which was passed by both Cham- 
bers of the Bengal Legislature has been as.sented to by His Excellency the 
Governor under the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935. 
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Message from the Assembly. 

Mr. SECRETARY: Sir, the following message has been received from 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly, namely : 


Message. 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 12th 
August, 194G, agreed to the Bengal Eepealing and Amending Bill, 1945, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council without any amendments. 

Sd. Nueul Amin, 
Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Calctttti, 

The 14th August, 1946. 


The Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I beg to move that 
the Bengal Motor S])irit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Assembly be taken into consideration. 

Sir, honourable memibers know that the Bill proposes to raise the exist- 
ing tax on motor spirit from 8 annas to '6 annas. Jt was originally proposed 
to raise this tax from 3 annas to annas and snhse(inently it was felt that 
suedi a steep rise will not be welcomed by the mein hers of the Legislature 
and by the people in this province. Therefore Government agreed to raise 
it from 3 annas to 6 annas only. The members of Ihis House are aware of 
the heavy deficit that we are faced with and are also aware of the big gap 
between our expected receipts and our (‘xpenditure and therefore every 
available sotirce of revenue will have to be lai)])ed and it was felt that by 
increasing the rate of ])etrol tax we shall not be ])utting any undue hard- 
ship on the i)eoj)le who are poor but that we will he putting this burden 
only on those persons who are able to bear it. So it was with this view 
that we suggested the raising of the tax in order to augment our revenues. 
1 hope the members of this House will readily agree to the proposed incre- 
ment in the rate of tax on motor spirit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales 
Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as passed by the Assembly be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, in opposing this motion I have to point out 
that we do not agree with the observations of the Finance Minister that the 
increase of this tax on motor spirit is not going to affect the poor or the 
common people. The other day he said that it might aft’ect the people who 
lor pleasure and other purposes use a motor-car but tliat is enfireiy besides 
the point because an ordinary jmrson's basic ration is not so much now-a- 
days as to give the Hon'ble Minister a substantial sum from taxation only 
on account of the basic ration issued to the ordinary motor-car owner. 
Most of the motor spirit is used by buses as public transport and by lorries 
which deliver the consumer’s goods to various parts of the country. The 
taxation in 1942 was 1 anna 6 pies per gallon. All on a sudden it was 
raised to 3 annas in 1945 and the Hon’ble Minister is not satisfied with it. 
As soon as he has come into his guddie he wants it to be raised. First of 
all he proposed to raise it from 3 annas to 8 annas and then some good sense 
dawned on him and he has reduced it to 6 annas. I did give notice of an 
amendment to reduce the figure from 6 annas to 4^ annas but I am informed 
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that that amendment is not going to be allowed to be moved as the Oovenior 
has refused liis permission to that ameudmeiit, and as such, 1 have no other 
option but to oppose this motion. Otherwise we could have agreed to an 
increase in this taxation from 3 annas to 4^ annas. The price of the motor 
spirit was reduced in Bengal on account ot the reduction of such taxation 
by the Central Government and the fioverument of Bengal try to take 
advantage of it immediately by an increase of the duty thereby adding to 
the price of motor spirit when the prices of consumer goods could have 
dropped a little. They have already taken into their heads to increase the 
sales tax and now the addition in this tax will merely add indirectly to the 
tax payable by the common rnan. Therefore we do not agree with the 
observations of the Finance Minister. Besides in the Budget Mstimates 
his original idea was to get approximately To lakhs of rupees from this 
taxation. In view of the fact that the basi(‘ ration is now going to lu' raised 
by 00 per cent, and the provincial tax on motor spirit at the jiresent moment 
in Bengal being three annas per gallon, that ])ro])osal to increase it to six 
annas is not necessary at all for if the tax was fixinl at four annas and a halt 
as 1 suggested in an amendment, then we should liave Ixvn able to compen- 
sate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his requirements. But instead of 75 
lakhs in that case he would now be expecting perhajis a (‘rore or a (‘Tore 
and twenty thousand. In view of all this, 1 say that this taxation should 
Jiot be imposed on the people of this province. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In order to nply to 
Mr. Biren Koy I would first of all like to draw his attention to the fact 
that as a motor car owner he is perfectly aware that for- a period of over 
two years he has been paying on an average Its. 2 p(‘r gallon as the price 
of jietrol, and it has bt‘en found that the overall price of pidrol has fallen 
by about 5^ annas. By raising the tax from three annas to six annas we 
are expecting to absorb only a part of this fall in the dealers’ overall pric^e 
of petrol. 1 should also like to draw the attention of th(‘ members of this 
House to the fact that the fares of taxis and buses in (Calcutta have all 
been adjusted to the two rupee price of ])etrol. Therefore, by this incnaise 
in the tax the fares of buses and taxis will not be affected at all; so that 
question does not arise. Therefore, if then' is a fall in th(‘ overall price of 
petrol that benefit goes to the Transjiort (aunj)anies. VV'e shall get a part 
of the profits of the transport comjianies and it will not aflVct tin* man in 
the street who travels by bus or taxi. Tlnuefore, tin* aigument of Mr. 
Biren Boy that the poorer classes of jx'ople wdll be ah(‘cte(l falls to the 
ground and is not entirely correct. Another jioiut that has been refcured to 
by him is that by raising the quantity of rationed petiol of a motor car 
owner the revenue wdll increase considerably. Tliat is a fallacy, for he has 
not taken into account the fact that w^e W(Te selling a lot of petrol to tho 
military authorities in Calcutta, but that that sale is gradually diminish- 
ing with the result that the revenue uncler this head is also diminishing. 
Therefore, if we raise the price by taxation to six annas wa? expect a sum 
of Eb. 40 lakhs. On account of this delay in passing this legislative 
measure some several lakhs of rupees have already been lost to us, about 
more than Es. 23 lakhs. Therefore, for the reasons outlined above, namely, 
that this tax will not fall on the shoulders of the poor I hope the House 
will not object to accepting my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, the question before the House is iliat 
the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment Bill, 194b, as passed 
by the Assembly, be taken into consideration, 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, o»der. There is one amendment by Mr. 
Biren Eoy to clause 2 of the Bill. But the Governor refused consent, so 
it cannot be moved. 
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Clause 1. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Clause I stand part of the Bill. 

The question ibefore the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Preamble 
and Title stand part of the Kll. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I beg to move that the 
Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as settled 
in the Council be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales 
Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as settled in the Council be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales 
Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946, ns settled in the Council be passed. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

The Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Tomorrow is a non-official day. But 
there is one very urgent matter which is an official business which has got 
to be included in the agenda for tomorrow due to the special urgency of 
the item, naimdy, the introduction of the Calcutta Disturbances Commission 
of lOnquiry Bill, 1946 — merely the introduction — and then we shall pro- 
ceed with the non-official business, namely, Special Motion and Resolutions. 

Distribution of Order papers and other papers to the members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is another point about the distribution of 
order papers and other papers to honourable members. We find that it is 
rather difficult to arrange distribution of order papers and other papers in 
time due to the difficulties of ])ostal service. Now the suggestion is that 
the system we have been following of late, namely, distribution through 
cvcle peons, should continue. Is it the general desire of the House that 
this system should continue? 

(Voices: Yes, yes.) 

Closing of visitors galleries. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is another question on which 1 woujd like 
to have your views. Today all the visitors galleries are closed to the pub- 
lic. I took this decision on my own responsibility without consulting 
the House. Now, should the present arrangement continue or should it 
be relaxed? 
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(SuvKlttT, voicKs : Tbf present an angeinent should continue.) 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Tt mav ho relaxed. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think tl u‘ ^oneiTtii opinion iN against it. I havt' 
a^(*ertaine(i the vit‘w\s nl the House. 

C)rflei-, order. The House stands adjourned till 10 a in. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The C^ouncil then adjourned till 10 a. in. on Friday, the FUh vSeptem'her, 
1946. 

Members absent. 

Th(‘ following' uit'uiheis were ahsi'ut from (he metdiim- of the (hmueil, 
htdd on llu' I'iili St^pltoiibei", 1946: — 

(1) Kliaii Haliiului Syed Ahdiir Itiisliid ( Omw dhur_i> . 

{' 2 ) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fa/al Kllahi, 

(6) Mr. Man^tiu'am Jaipuri:i, 

(4 1 Alhaj Khan Bahadur Sk. Md. dan, 

(6) Mr. Humayun /. A. Kabir, 

(6) Alaulana Md Akrum Khan, and 
(Ti Mr. K. C d Steuart. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1946 — No. 18. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Frida\ , the Idtli S(‘pteniber, at U) a.m., being 

the 18th day ot tlie First Se>sion oi IfHfi, pursuant to section {)2{‘J)i^a) of 
the Government ot Imlia Act. IDdo. 

Mr. Fresident (tin* llon'ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sincji Boy, k.c.i.e.), was 
ill the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Qualifications required for inspecting vaccine laboratories. 

90. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will (he Hon ble Minister in 
( liaige ot tlie J)e])a] linen t ol IF'allh and Jaical Selt-( Jo\ernnieiit, lx* jileased 
to stale — 

id) what an* the (|uaiifieat nnis laid down in tin* l)ingA(‘l, ID-Ilh tor those 
who ma\ ins|rt'ct sindi lahoratoiii^s a,s \hie(in(' Lahoi atones ; and 

ih) win'ther the thrci* doctors, vi/., Dr. Giant, J)r. Pasncha and J)r. 
(iliosal who i<'C('nll\ in'sj>ect<*d tin* Calcutta ( '’orporat ion Ahiccine 
Fahoiatoi\ and submitted j-eport legaidiiig its conditions to the 
Go \ ('III men I lia\ I Ih‘ necessar\ (juali li( at ions und(*r t lu* Jinn*' Act, 
FGO'r 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mohammed All): in) 

The Diiic.s Act. l!)-4t). (Jncs n<»t picsiiibe the (pialifica ( ions of inspectors. 
Pules uiidci tliat Ai't li.m*. howcvci, hi'cn lianied by tin* Provincial (io\('rn- 
nn'iil cail\ this \cai piebciibinn /nhr nhn the (| ua li lica t loiis ol i n^pccl oi s. 
As the Dni<^s Act lia*' not \ct bci'ii l)i'ounht, into opm-alion, tin* lulcs an* 
ino|)(‘ia(i\c a*' \ (*1 . 

{!)) J)o(*s not aijs('. 

Post-War Reconstruction Projects. 

91. Mr. NUR AHMED: in) Will the llon’ble Minister in charji,!*, of the 
( hief Minister’s Department be ph>ascd to state what an* the Post-War Pecou- 
^tiuction Projects, Scliemes and Plans (/) wliiidi hav(* ali(*ady be(*n put into 
o])eiatioii ill Bengal, and (//) which would be ]mt into oiieration within 
next five year.s irom PJIG, by the Go\(‘rnment of Bi*ngal‘:' 

{h) What will be the total cost of thest* projects, plans and s( ln*mes, and 
how’ much of total cost of this would be eontnbul(‘d by tin* Governm(*nt of 
India ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Post-War Peeonstruction Scheim* for fre<* and 
<^‘om])uls()ry primary education has not been ajijiroved by th(i Government of 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department); (o)(c A state- 
ment is placed in the Library. ' ♦ 

pi) A copy of the jireliminary draft of a FiveWear Plan prepared during 
fhe Section 93 Administration has been laid in the Library. The portion 
not included in the statement I have just referred to remains to be finalized. 
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{b) The total cost involved in these schemes representing* the Five-Year 
Plan as it stands at present is roughly Es.lGO crores. Government of India 
have tentatively agreed to a grant of Hs.GO crores on a per capita basis T>end- 
iog the adoption of a more rational basis of distribution of central surpluses. 

{c) No. 

Travelling by ferry beats in the interior of Bengal. 

»2. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; (a) Will the lion ble Minister in 
charge of the DejKirtment of Works and Buildings be pleased to state if the 
Government are aware that considerabh^ j>ortions of Bengal's interior are 
sensed by ferry l>oat8 and that travelling- by ferry boats is not only incon- 
venient i)iit fiaiight with gra\e danger to life and ])roi>erty? 

(h) Do the Government j)rojH)se to consider the desirability of getting 
these ferry Iniats registered, numbered and licensed and the (‘apacity of each 
boat mentioned and stncllv obseived and for this jniqiose apjKiint insjKH'tors 
to sujKU’vise and ins]>ect the condition of the lH)ats? 

(r) Do the Gov(‘rnment also propose to considin* in this connection the 
desirabilily of gelting lh(‘ names of the boatmen or /najhis registered to 
afford the j)assengers due ]>rotection against their rude behaviour or against 
their colluding with lhn‘\(‘s and <lacoiisy 

{(f) Do the Go\ernment ])ro})ose to consider these suggestions tor accept- 
ance? It so, will the Go\ernment cany them out without delay:' If not, 
why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of WORKS and BUILD- 
INGS (the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): (a) There arc* ferries 
all ov('r the Province, but tia\(‘lling ])\ them is not fraught with dangei 
to life and property e\ee])t during lieavy storms. 

{(>) to (d) Publn* ferries are managed l>y local bodies whii h lease tlnmi 
out Tin' less(‘(‘s ha\<' to execute l('as(*.s (‘mbod\ing (onditions under the rules 
framed under tin' Bengal t'errnss Act., and ar<‘ also leipiiied to mark the 
eapacll^ and otli(*r d(‘tajls on the fe!r\ Uiats Separate ri'gist rat ion oi boats 
and hoatmeri is not eonsideriMl nee(‘ssar\. 

Mr, BIREN ROY; Does tin' Uon'hh' Ministei (‘Oiisider tin' boats oi* 
the t('?ru's as a nn'ans of pnldie tianspoit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Of course this is a 
question of opinion and it ma\ be taken either wa> I’j) till now it has not 
been eonsidered as a public transport. 

Mr, BIREN ROY; Ilow is it? Munieipalitu's lease out ferries as lia.s 
alreads bei'ii jiointed out b\ the Hon'ble Minister in charge and tliey are 
a form of public tnius])ort — these terries. I do not know whether it is a 
i| nest ion of o]uiuon or fact. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; He has not taken olijeetion. He has just mention- 
ed it and gni'ii his ojunion. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It the boats are a means oi trans]»ort then as the 
rickshaws and rickshaw ])ullers are registered wii\ shouhl the boats and 
ninjhis should not lie registered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: I think the answ’ci 

to till' question jiist jmt h\ the honourable memlier is contained in my answi'i 
to ])ait {d ) because the local boilics while leasing out these terries have 
leases executed and eerlaiii conditions are imposed in them and 1 feel that 
tile answers are contained in it. 

Mr, BIREN ROY; Mill tlu' Hon ble Minister be pleased to considei 
that lie would authorise these local bodies to liave the iruijliis ami the 
boats registered under the rules framed hv them? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: It not iu‘('essarv 
for the Government to authorise them l>ecause tht‘\ are self-^^oveniiufj and 
autonomous. They can do it it they like. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: An sin^^ out of {(■), do the (iovernment 
consiiler that due protei'tion 'should t>e »:iv(‘n to tlu' |)a>j'enf 4 -ers (ravidhn^ in 
these terries as a^’^aiiist thieves and dai’oits and even against the rude 
heliaviour ot the rndjhsY 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: I p till now it was 

not consideied iiecessai‘\ h\ iht* (ioMunmenl because in a ieii\ a lar^»’e 
iiuml>er ot ])assen^'ers ^‘o to^aoher and thtwe is a certain nuiiiher nt nnij/iis 
aKo. d hei etore it wa^ not {‘onsidei tal lu'ct's^ai N tn trn e an \ prott'ctmn to 
the tr.ivellin^' public. Tlie\ weit* sullicnMitl\ stioiin h\ themselves .iml net 
many cases ot siieh dacoita's and tiu'lt.s e()mmitted in boats leaclu'd tin* 
notice of (iovernimmt So tai' as I nmnmibei one //c//( //o boat was atlackml 
b> a ^an^' ot daeoits in tlu' district ol itarisal and this matter was not raised 
in the press and it did not rmmve .in\ pnl)lic attention It the honouiable 
members so desiti* ot couTst‘ GoMonment ma\ e\.imim' the subjt'ct. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will tin (iovern- 
ment pleas(> stall* it there has been some a^»“ita(ion tor the o])enin^^ ot a r(‘ji.,Milai’ 
ferry service between the mainland ol .Noakliali and Sandwij> and llatia 
and if so what does (ioveTiiment propose to do with it!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: (M e nrse the (|U(s. 

tion ot a re^ailai leiTy seivice between the places mentnnieil h\ the honour- 
able membei was ncNcr i.iisod bi'ioie but theie is a proposal belore the 
Government to provide some steam launidi ferries vvhei'e boat ter lies are not 
safe. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: lias not the 
attention ot the Government b(*en diawri to the repetition ot accidents who h 
have hapjiened to tin* [lasserif^-ei -cai r \ iiig country boats opmatin^' between 
the mainland ot Noakliali and Saiidwij) and llatia and in view (d this tact 
will the (iovernment he jileased to iiiidnde this [)ro|)os.tl as an nrf.renl one 
in tlieir- jmst-war s(di<*mes and make an efloit to see that a I'c/jfular steamer 
servHc betwi'cn lh<‘ pbu ( s menliori<‘d is opened b\ the I'lid of this vear!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: ot (ouis. (i. vem 

mi'nt are }ue]»aied to take note ot it and ^rive piioiitv to tins pro)»osal. 

Increase in the cadre of I.C.S. and I.P.S. in Bengal, and appointment of 
Britishers in those posts. 

93. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVill the Ibm'ble Minister in char^ro 
of the ('hiet Minister’s Dejiart merit be pleased to state — 

(o) whetlier the (ioveinmeiit of India had asked tlu* (iovernment of 
Kendal for increase in (he permanent cadre of thi* !.(’ S. and the 
I.P.S ; 

(If) whether the Advisor iLC^ime rei oni mended such increase; 

(r) whether the (iovernment of India had asked the (iovernment of 
Perie-ul to accept iiritishers for ajipointment in war vacancies; 
{(]) if so, what has been the r'e])ly of the (iovernment of Penpal thereto; 
(c) Ijovv man\ sucdi vaeaneies are there now in Penc^al; and 
(f) how main havi* so far };een filled ufr and by whom — JAiroiK*iins or 
Jndians 'l 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): {a) and (M No: 

in the autumn of 1U44 the (joveinment of India appointed a Special Officer 
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to examine and report upon the post-war requirements of the LC.S. and I.P. 
cadres in all Provinces. Tlie fjovernment of Bengal have no information 
regarding the action taken on the Special Officer’s leport. 

(r) No. 

((/) Does not arise. 

(c) and (f) Prom 103!) to date the total casualties in the Bengal cadre of 
the hav«* })een 33 — 25 l<hiro]>ean oihcers and 10 Indian. Recruitment 

during this jx-iiod has Ixmoi 24 — !)' European officers oi vhom 3 have died and 
15 Indian. 

'Idle (‘ori'esjionding figures for the I.P. are — 

(hisualti(‘s 25 — 24 I'hiropean officius and 1 Indian officer. 

Recruit iiKMit 11 — 3 p]uro|>ean officers and 8 Indian officers. 

No a])pointmenl has been made to the I.P. since 1st January, 1943, and to 
th(‘ I.O.S. since 1st .lanuary, 1!M5. 

Combating malaria and mosquito nuisance in the suburban municipalities 

surrounding Calcutta. 

94. Mr. BIREN ROY: Will tln‘ Ilon’hh' Ministei’ in (diarge of the 
I )<'pai t nnuj f. of ll(*alth and liocal S(‘li-( in\ I'rnnienl he |)]ea''ed to stat(‘ it In' 
■VN’onld coiisi(h*r the advisability tor combating malai-ia and mosipnto nuisaina* 
in tli(‘ siibiiiban iininicijialil les surrounding raliuitta, viz., South Subur])an, 
'rollyg'unge, (lai’dmi Reach, Howrah, liai’anagar, Kaniarliati and South Duni 
Duni b\ making' a\ailabh‘ D.D.'lb in ])owd(‘r and s]>rav tonn with a])])liances 
lor \vid(‘ sjuaying loi' at hmst two It not, why not ^ 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali); The 

dul\ ol eombating' nialaiia and mo''(|Uito nui''iUn‘e in tin* area in (|Ues1i()n 
rt'sis i)iiniaiil\ with the municipalities conceiaieil . 

( io\'erninenl hav(\ howinm-, alread\ ari'angasl to make 1) D.T. in powah'r 
form a^’alb^bl(* to all local hoditvs at co.st ]H'ie(‘. Apjiliaiiees sueh as sjvrayei’s. 
etc., aj'(‘ now available in the market. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Is tin' llon’Iitc* Minister aw.iie that e\en now 
sub'.nlio ail' being gi\en horn the aiitimalanal tiiml to x'Vetal municipalities 
but seb'cted in a mo^t haphazaid mannei 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not agrei' to the 

sting in the (|U('stion, namel\ , (hat allocation^, from the ant i-mahu i<il fund 
ai'e mad(' to tin' vaiiou'^ hxuil hodu's in a haphazai'd maiiiier. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Is tlie Hon bh 

Ministi'i' awart' that in tin' I). I). T. (xnvdi'r there are some ingredients wliicli 
ar(' V('ry daugi'i-ous to human lifei^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mv information i" 
otln'i’wise; m\ intoi’ination is tliat llu' I). I). lb is not injurious to the human 
body. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, my (jiic'^tion lias not been fully answered 
because it refers to the municipalities just encircling Calcutta and li 
mosquito control is continued in (he municipalities, not only the city of 
Calcutta but its surroundings also, the city w'lll be free from malaria, and 
therefore subsidies should be given from the anti-malarial fund to these 
municipalities. My question is wffiether Government are prepared to 
subsidise the neighbouring municipalities in and around Calcutta for thi> 
puniose. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: in and around raloiiltaP What do 

you mean by the word “in'*? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I mean ajound (’atentta jnainly. 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a ver> bis- 
que, stion and it brnstle> with all kimU of ililliciilt ie>. Malaiia eaiiiiot be 
tackled M) easily, by a inert' ^'lant Irom the anti-maiarial fund. 1 may 
iiifoi'm tile House that ( lovt'rniuent ait' eoiisiih'i in^' a selu'iin' b,\ which they 
can tackle not only the destruction ot mostiuito b> inst'ci icidcs but by 
larvie contiol. That is a question whit'h is cn^'aginu tin' attcntioi. of 
( 1(0 eriimeiit and 1 ma\ ttdl tht' Houm* that ( i( 0 ’('rnnieii t art* e\ pt'i inu'iit in”" 
with two pilot schemes and we ait' awaituio the resiill'^ ol belli the st'liemt' 
ot larvie conlitd and the use oi D. I). T. as an inst'ct lenh' alone wnh il 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Pending tlu' results ot expetimeiii wlncli iiiieht 
])eiha])s take one or Iwti \eai.s, will llu' lleiTble Ministei’ jih-ast' consnh'i' 
tlh' advisability td subsidising tin* municijialit it's nientient'd in tin' i|Ut'stion!^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We haM no such 

])ro]»osal betore iis and we cannot consnh'i it at this staj^s'. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: If such pitqiosals ai(' maih' h\ tin' iiiiinn ipalitit's 
cont'eriU'd, would the llon'bh' Ministt'i lu' ph'as(‘d to (onsnh'r tln'm!-^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If helpiul proposals 
are made and in a jiratdical w a\ , wt' shall c('itainl\ consnh'r tln'in. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H : Is the 11 n il. Minister 
aware that in man> of the municipalit k's in tin' molussil tht'ie is no nn'thod 
ot tackiifie th(' ([Uestieii ot lualaiia 1)\ tin' dt'stiuction of mos(|Uito, and will 
tht' Iton'hh' .Minislei pleast* sa_\ it an.\ stt'p has be('n laki'ii h>' him le eiisurt' 
that t'Vt'i,\ municipality may adopt Unit mt'an.s!'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would hkt' to state 

that muni(‘ipaliti(‘s ait* selt-fTovt'i nine local bodit's and W(' do not likt* to 
inteitere with then intt'i'iial aitaiis and fore.' our decision on tln'in. It 
tli.'y are 1 liemselv.'.s willine to taki* up tin' lai;.^(' scuh- mos.juito control 
scln'iut'. tin'll we shall ceitainl\ ht'lp them. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Was iht' 

npinion ol tht'se local bodies takt'ii when then loads weu' d('stio\ed hy 
liiihtaiy loines, ett*. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: that (jU(''-lion has not bei'u answered \el. 

Giving effect to the recommendations of the Rowlands Enquiry Committee. 

95. Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Ilon’hb' Minister in char--.' of the 
Dejiai'tinent (d Jli'iillh and lax'al Scl l-( 'iiv.'ininent Ik- jdi'as.'d to stal.' 

( 0 ) wlu'U the (Tovernment aie noin-^ to ei\e elfect. to the n-eonnin-ndat ions 
ot the liowlands l-hniuiyN (’omnnltee in re<jaid to tin' amalea- 
niatnm ol the South Suhuihan M iinicipalit v with tin' ( oi'j.oiation 
ot ( 'a lein ta ; and 

(/>) it T(dl\ eun< 4 (', South Suhuihan and (rarden Iteach M unici]»al it ii'S 
will be mit immcdiati'h iin oi }»oi ated with tin' ('oipoiafam of 
(hihutta; it not. if In' will (oiisider the ineorf.oiat ion ot tin' 
de\(‘hq-e(i poition ot the South Subuiban Muinh ijialif \ eomj.risinf,'' 
tlu' thr('(' wards, jlehala, I’.tal^hata and Sahajiin, (ontieiious to 
Calcutta with the ( 'oriioial ion at once leaxinj^- the ri'st .d' tin' ari'a 
meastirine- .nei' 7 .squaie miles a> the futuri' Soulli Subniban 
M nnieijiality ^ 



308 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [13th Sept., 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) No date can be 
assigned. 

(h) Tloi whole matter is under examination in consultation with the 
aiii lioriti('s com*(‘rned. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Is tlie Hon’ble Minister aware that the authorities 
coiHierned, namely, the Soutlj Suburban Munirij)ality and the Corporation 
(jf (.'alcutta havt* n()\^ agreed to amalj^’amation ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice, liut 
I know that tin* South Su)mr])an l\Iunici[)ality, ot which Mr. linen Koy 
hapjions to lx* tlu* Chairman, has af^reed to the ]uo])osa] 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The other jiait aUo w.is published in the newspapers, 
and lh(‘r(do]e this (|U(‘stion was ]uit ]»\ me. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whuh fpiest ion y 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Tim llon’ble Mmistei sa\s tliat lie is not a\^'ai'e 
wlietluM’ tin* (’aleiitta (Oipoialion h.is a<^ieed to the aiiia [uamatiou oj not 
I Ills is a tact. Sii . and it lias alieadx Ix'en jUildished in the pa])ei's and still 
he '>a_\s that the niattei is nndia eonsidoMt ion with the a ii 1 hoi it los (oneeiio-d 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I havi ilieilv said 

that f do not know \\lietli(‘r t!i(‘ Caleiitta ( or])oiatioii has aLil'eed to the 
pioposal wliieli the ( liaiiman oi the South Suliuihaii Munieiji.ilit n has plaeed 
hefor<‘ ( iovernnien t . 


Anti-malaria operations by the army during the war. 

n KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of 

Pr. K. S. Ray): Will di,. ilon hie Minister in cliai^^’e ol th(‘ Dejiarlimuit 
ol Ih'altli and Local Seli-( iov(‘rnment la* |»leas(Ml to statf'-- 

(u) wlu'thei lu‘ Is awai(‘ that duriiie tlu' ]ieiiod oj tlie last war w]u'nev'’r 
th(‘ aim\ was |)os((m 1, intmisMa* ati t i-malaria o|a‘ralions w (‘re 
( a I I'K'd out h\ I liem , 

{h) it h(' IS a\iaie that diU' to thes(‘ iiitensi\(> anti-nialaria op(‘iations liy 
the aim> ineid(‘ne(‘ ol malaiia had lieim K'llmed, it so. now that 
the ^\ar is o\(‘r. wh(*tlu*r the ant i-nialai la opi'ratioiis are still hein^ 

( ai'?'i(‘d on or ha\f' hemi aliandoned ; 

<d Ihe reemit tlood.s and the dtnirth of (iuinim‘, whether the 
( I o\ t'l n iiK'ii t eoiisidcj’ tli(‘ (h*"! I a ill 1 1 1 V ol not onl\ eont in nine’ th(‘se 
anti-nialana opei at nuis, which weia* eairii'd out h\ the ai’iiiy, 
hut also oj eonsiderahly siijijileim'iit ine^ tin* sanu*; and 

((/) it ( oi\ ('rniiieiit ha\(* pit any seloum* in this eonmx tinn ; it so, whether 
t h(‘ lion hh' MinistfU' will he ]>h‘ased to siip])lv details ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) No. 

(h) ^ (‘s, hut aeeuratf' data an' not available in the Directorate of Publie 
Health; a n 1 i-niala i ia o]M>rations hv tin* military authoiities lia\e Ir’cii ahaii- 
doiH'd ('xet'pt in jdaet's wlieri' troojis aia* still jiosted. 

(c) (TO\erimi<Mit an* tnHx alive t(( tin' desirability of anti-malaria opera- 
tions wliere\(‘r tonnd m'(‘<'ss;n'\ M ith this end in view' an elahoi\ite post-war 
anti-malaria seiu'me has been diawii u]) to deal iiiTeiisivtdy with the malaria 
piohlein in this Li'oxinet'. At jiresent xum' of the local bodies are beiu*^ 
finamuallv Indiied^^ tor earryine* ,)ut anti-malaria measures within thefr 
ri'spt'ct 1 \ (‘ ai’f'as. 1 hrt'(* liumli’i'fl and five mobile medii al units are also 
ei.p'apvd 1 lironeliout tlu' Province in intensive distribution of anti-malaria 
(li'u^s. Four iiuiidred ami thirtv-two Sanitary Assistants ineludiuo’ Sanitary 
Insjiei’tors are similarlv en^'afved in the distribution of anti-malaria drugs, 
live Imiidred Health Assistants are being recruited for the same purpose. 
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{d) Anti-malaria operations have l)eon included in the post-war develop- 
ment scheme. Details are available in the publications issued by the Gov- 
ernment on the subject. A copy of the stdieino is placed in the Library. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; With reference to answer {c) wherein it is stated 
present some of the local bodies are beinj' financially hel]>ed .. will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which are the local bodies that are 
financially helped ? 

The Hon’b^ Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I am afraid 1 cannot 
^ive you the names of the local bodies offhand. Hut I can assure the 
iionourahle momher that a very lar^'e number of local bodies tinancially 
helped by Government. 

Holding of ration shops by persons in employment in the Department of Civil 
Supplies in benarni. 

97. Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Will th. Hon bio 

Minister in chai'^e ol lie* Department of (’i\il Supplies be pleased In stale- 

ill) wh('ther it a tael that >onu‘ lalion shop'', both in tlu' eil\ of Galeutta 
and in the niutas''al, are liidd bv pei'sori'^ in the emplo\ iikuiI in his 
departJiieiil in the IniHmn ol olher>: 
ih) whether it i-' a tail that tlu' llon’bh' Ministi'r himself deb'cled a 
ea'^e (d thi> natuie at Harrackpon'. ami 
(f) if the aii^wei' to part ih) be in tlu' aliiniiat i\ e. what .st(‘p has laam 
taken aij^aiiist llu' olIi<‘(‘r <•onecrm'd? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: (r/) I ha\e no sm h 

<h finite III for mafion 

(h) A ea^e ha> Immmi (hdi'cied in which there aie rt'asonable o-t'ounds for 
su">pi( ion. 

(c) Tli(' mattm’ i^ yo\ umhu’ iiiN esf le'at mn. d'lo* oflieer conei'rtUMl has 
[>(■(‘11. ill the meanfinu'. placed under suspension. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon bh Mmisler 

be pleased to discdose the name (d the oflieer who has hetm susjX'mhMl 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Mr. S. N. lb>y. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon hh Minister 
he jdeased to state what po.st thn> otlieer is oeeupun^y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN; Inspeetf)! of (hvil 
Sui)plies. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon hlc Minister 

be j)]ea.''.ed to state who eondnetin^^ the en(|un\ and when the (*n(pin\\ 
^foin^ to be eom])leted? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: The enfjuiry is bfdnfr 
conducted by Mr. U^oodford. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS ; Is it a ease of hrnarni or 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: lifruinn. 

Medical help for the public. 

98, Mr. NUR AHMED; {a) Will the Tlon’ble Minister in charpfo of the 
Department of Health and Ixical Self-Government l>e pleased to state if it is 
a fact that the present arrangement for medical help for the public is most 
inadequate ? 
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(h) Do the frovern merit prof>ose to prepare a sclieme and to put it into 
opf^ration as a jiost-war measure to make medical help available lor every 
citizen of Jleng'al by a scheme of compulMiry Health Insurance? 

(() If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED All: {a) No. 

{h) No. A scheme lor compulsory Health Invurance tor industrial work- 
ers has been s]>onsored by the (jovernment of India. This will be applicable 
to all-India. 

(c) A scheme lor (aiminilsory fleallb Insiiiance foi every citizen ol Jlen^^al 
is not consideied jiracticable at this stap-e. The ( r()\ (uiiment of Bengal have 
pn'pared and an* iTn]>h‘ment in^ f^iaduallv the Development Schemes lor the 
improv(‘im‘nt of jmblic health and medical rebel as mentioned in the state- 
ment which IS jdaced on the Table. 


SfafcnicJil referred io in rejdif io (pir.sf/on A c. !JS. 

(/) Scheim* for incr(*as(‘ in the numbei' ol rural disjiensaries. 

(//) Schi'iiH* for r(*habili1ation and nnprovc'ment ol existinp’ hospitals. 

lilt) Scln'im* for improvement of Nursing- S_\s(em. 

(tr) Schf'ine lor control and ])revention ot vi'iiereal dis(>ase in Benpal. 

(v) J']stablishm(*nt of mat<*rnity and child wf'lfan* c(>ntres with facililiesi 
lor 1 nstit.ut loiud and domiciliary midwifer\ s(‘ivi('(‘. 

(ri) Schenn* for jirovision of hospitals lor sjiccial lieatmi'iil of tuberculosis. 

(rii) Schemes for increas(‘ in the number of hospital beds. 

(/'///) Sclu'ine for provision of infection'' dis(*ases ho^pltal in (’alciitta. 

(/./■) Sclu'ine for (Tnldn'ii’s Waid, Medical ('olb'in* Hospitals. 

(.r) Scheme for tin* crc'ation of an Ambulami* Seiviia*. 

i.rt) Schenn* lor the eNtabli'^hment of L»‘])(*r ('(donii's. Stejis are beinp" 
taken to establish a h‘]>(‘r C(don\ loi bOt) int(‘etious lejier^'. at Bankura, and 
another for l,(10t) infectious lepers at lh*ardoba. The lattt*r will be exjianded 
to accomniodali* b‘,()00 lefu'is. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Hav(* (lovern- 
inent an\ schenn* belori* tln*m foi com])ulsoiy nn'dical msui'aina* of those 
riii'al ]>(*opl(' who aitualU piow food, in otln'r \void,s, tilh'i.s of the soil, like 
tin* industrial w'orkei’s ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So lar as this (xovem- 
meni ar»* coiicc'nn'd , 1 am afiaid w havt* no such sclH*nn‘. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will the lion ble 
Minist<*r consnh'r tin* d(*sii ability ol taking- some nu'a''Urt‘ loi’ ajipointinp' 
.sp(*cial committi*!', or s])(*(*ial otheer (O' a ('(iinmittee oi tin* Il(*use to at least 
(h*vis(' sonn* si'ln'im* b\ which the tilh'is of the soil, that is. who f^row food, 
nla^ ha\(* sonn* form oi medical insuianct*. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am ^ratitul to the 

honoiirabh* nn'inln*! for tils vahiablt* siiir;r(*''t ion which des»‘r\(*s consnh*] at ion 
by the (ioM*inm(*nt . It is cei'tainl\ the duty ot (lovernment to ]U‘ovide 
adeiiuati* lu'alth insuiance for tin* ^«-iow('rs (.if iood. But tin* subject is v.ist 
and bristles with diHic'ulties. We of {'(onse realise the utility of such a 
sclu*uu* and wt* shall attem})t to tai'kle this probh*m. AVe will look into the* 
matter and cousi(h*r carefully the valuable sii^n-estions made by him. I 
very much ajipn'ciati* the jooposal that has emanated from him. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Mi IV T also {.rive 

this information that the Tndustrial (’ommittee sponsored b} the (Joverii- 
meut of India appointed a Special Dfiicer to eiujuire into these matters. 
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The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Wo shall certainly 
consider the sclieme and any proposal whicli tlie hoiiourahle ineinher ini^^ht 
put bet ore the CTOverninent. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur! 1 am snij^ijestinp^ 

whetlier (jovernnient will consider the desirahilit\ of a])pojntin<x a small 
committee, an expert committee, to j^o into these (juestions ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (Jovcnnmnt will 

certainly consider it hut before that 1 noiild like to have a talk will' the 
honouiahle member as to how t(* ])ro(‘('ed -w het lim we should ap])omt a 
committee at this sta^-e or wlietlim- we should iiist settle the tm'ms of 
reference. 

Pay and allowances of the staff of the non-official hospitals. 

99. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of 
Dr. K. S. Ray): Will the llon’ble Minister in cluo'^^' of tlu' Dejiartment 
of Health and Local Self-Government be pl(‘ast‘d to state' 

(<i) it he is aware that jiav and allowances oi (he mmiial stall, nurses 
•ir (I doetor.s of non-oflicial hospitals are' mueh lowe-r than tliai 
})aid ill G()\ernnient hospitals; 

(/>) it h e i> aware' that pavme'iit of such inere'ase'd (>av and (h'aiiie'ss allow- 
aiK e^ in (io\ e-rnimuit Imsfiitals isad\('rsely alle'ehn^’ the non-ollieiiil 
linspitaL and eharitable dispeiisar le's ; and 

{( ) it Governme'nt projKise' to eonside'r the' de'sii'abj 1 it \ ed’ su hsid isin^ 
tht'>e liospilaL and d isjie'iisai les to euiabb' them to pa\ ad('(|uat.e 
])a\ and de'airie'ss allowance' to their stall more' or less on a uniform 
>eal(' .Ks in ( io\ e'rniiieiit hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; (a) Go\ernm<nt have 
r o inforniation in the matte'r. 

{h ) anei (e ) Do not nnse. 


T.B. Hospital in Kanchrapara. 

100. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf Of Mr. Patiram Roy): 

{(/ } ill the Hon’ble Minnste-i in e harpe ot the 1 )f])a 1 1 mon ( (d' Hfsalth and 
JiOcal Sel f-( b)\e'] li iiieiit Im- ph'ased to '.late li it is a taet that the Govern- 
ment ha\e' ie*ee‘ntl\ ('stabl ishe'd a T.IL Hospital in Kamdii apai a in the dis- 
trict of LG-Pare,nias ? 

It M), will lo‘ please state' whether some.' Jioaln al ollieeis aie* ‘^oiing’ 
to be r('( ruited t lime vooji I-' 

<e') Is i( a fait that the advertisement w'as maeh' in tin* newsjiafiers and 
a numhe'i ot eandielates a])]died aieordiii'rlv for the' posts? 

(tl) I> it a iae t that no Sedie'diiled Caste (‘andidate' has hee'ii taken tdiouf^h 
their w <‘ie' ^uitalde Sehedub'd ('aste* eandidate'sr 

{( ) Will the' Ibui’lde Hini’'-ter be Td«'a''('d to state* whetlo'i the' ap[>olni- 
me'iit'. have he'e*n made' up till now in ihe* hosiutal in aee'oidanee will) the* 
Communal Ratio Rules? 

(/) not, whv not. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: i«) y,, (i,,,! tl,* l.osi.ifal 

are'a is in the' distiiet of Nadia). 

(h) and (r) Ve's. 

{(I) No. 
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(e) Yes, the appointments are being made according to Communal Ratio 
Rules. 

(f) Does not arise. 

Admission to Shibpur CoMoge. 

101. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that he has ordered admission to the Bengal Engineer- 
ing College, Shibpur, to be made this year on the basis of 50 per 
cent. Muslim representation irrespective of qualification of the 
candidate ; 

ih) if it IS a la(‘< fliat on fliis issue there was great disagreement 
helween liim and th(‘ Director of Public Instruction, now^ on 
!('a\e, ami 

(c) if it IS a fact that the admission of candidate without adequate 
({inilifji'ation has been jiroved h;\ jiast experience to be waste of 
public nH)ne\ ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): ia) and {In No. 

(c) Only candidates with iukuinate (pialifications are admitted. 

Questions No. 102 and 103. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As the Hon ble 

Minister is absent I re(|uest that tins question and the next one may be held 
over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right; thcM' two questions are field ovi'r. Ques- 
tions ovei . 


Calcutta Disturbances Commission. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I have an important matter to mention. 
It is in c-onneetion wuth the appointment of the Disturbances Committee or 
CoilllIllSMlOM. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, on the 11th instant a notification 
appeared in the (Aleutta newspapers 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, how he can raise it? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: It is in the best intere.sts of the 
Qoveiiimt'iit as well as of tlu* jieople 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Majumdur, whal are you driving at? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I want to give some suggestions for 
the efficient working of the Commission. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Book here. Mr. Majumdar. this is a very irregular 
procedure to mention a subject which is not on the agenda. T cannot u11ot\ 
you to mention anything like that however important the subject may be 
whi('h is not on the agenda. But if vou are keen, realU' keen, and tmnk 
that the matter would he of considerable use to the Government as well as 
to the public, it is alwa>'^ ojien to you to meet the Him hie Minister ami 
make your suggestions to him. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Then I am submitting a short-notice 
question. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: But short-notice question cannot be taken up now. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Very well. I am sending- in a short- 
notice question and I hope you will please admit it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If it is possible I shall admit it. 

Special Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the a^^enda is the ('aleutta 
Disturbances (Omnnssion oi Enquiry Bill, lb4(i (introduetion, considera- 
tion and passing). But 1 find tint the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Bill is not pr(‘sent, and there is the pri'cedeiit that t lie mot am cannot be 
moved by ariv Minister otluu' than the HonTile Minister in charire of tile 
Bill. I shall take this ili'iii up a httli' later il in the nimintinie the llon'hh' 
Mr. Suhi'awardv tiniis ii]). I shall now takt‘ iqi itmn Vo 111 on tin* a/^’-enda, 
the Special ^lotion under rub' fhi ot (he Bciiira! lii'i’aslat im* Courn'il 
Pro( ediiu* Hulcs by Mr Xin- .Vhined. Vi's. Mr. Nnr Ahnn'd 

Mr. NUR AHMED: M a\ I have \(»ur peimission. Sir, t(» move (1 ) that 
tin* linn* toi' suhinil tini; M'poit on tin* Indian Euna<'\ B»‘n;H’al .\ meiniim‘ii f 
Bill h\ ihe S(‘!eet l (miniitle(' he exleinh'd up to .'list 1 leei'iii ht‘i . and 

that tin* time lor suhmittiiio M'poit hv tin' Seh'ct t'onimittei' on (In* 
Easteni Bengal ainl Assam l)isord('rl\ lloiisc Amendment Bill In* exteinled 
iij) to d 1 st I It'ct'm her, 1 44h. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOH ALANOBISH : W hat (he honouralile 
iiieiiiht'r IS moving' is not the spei'ial motion winch st.inds in Ins name, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr Nur Ahnn'd, vou take up the spc'cial motion 
now. 1 called upon soil to mo\** the sjircial motion iirnlei Mile IMl ol the 
Ben<,ml liC^islat jvc* Couneil Procedure Biih'S. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: All ri^-hl Sir, I sliall mo\i' it liist. 1 l»e^^ to move 
tliat this ( ouiieil is nl opinion that in view of tin- intense su1Vi‘nnf.f and 
haidship to more than d lakhs oi pi'oph* of about ten thanas ot ( diit laf,ron^, 
total dest niet ion oi tii/s crop and ol IM) jn*! (cnt of mnan sf'('dlin^*s worth 
iiiaiiy lakhs ot rupees, destruction of about d(),(l()l) lious<‘s in tliesi* areas 
and loss oi cattle and poultrv h\ the tlood oi iinpii'cedented ma^Miitiide 
wliieh oeeurred in ( 'hittu^’on^ in tin* dnd week <d’ .Inly hist, the liovi'rnnient 
of Bengal In* sItoii^In ni^ed u])on to undeit.ike tin* tollowanf^' M*li«d 
measures on a still hii^»-er inisis imnied)at<*l \ , namely, oi ;,,»-anisation of M‘lief 
by wm^ ot siijjjily ot all foodstiilhs. niedieiin*, j)lon^h cattle, huildin^' material, 
(iitKin seedlln^^ a^Mueiilt ural and Inmse-hni Idiiij.'- loans, fre<> distribution of 
rice and huildin^r materials to tin* d('stitnt<* .irni declaration of flooded area 
as famine an'a, li (h'enn*(l necessary. 

Sir, I think I owe an exjdanation to the learned nn'inhers of this Ilonse, 
why 1 am moving this (piestiori so late. I am sofr\ and it is M*”'r(*l ( a hie, 
Sir, that this iiii])Oitant lesolution could not In* taken u]) tor discussjon in 
tills House eailier than ioda\ whnh, liow(>\ei, was dm* to tin* afljournmeiit 
ol tlie House fiom time to iiiin* for a numlier ol days for various reasons, 
thou^di 1 tabled tliis motion in the last we^*k of .Iidy last. 

Mr. iVesideiit, Sir, mine is a rion-eontrover.sial resolution on a vital 
question oi relict to acute and intense siilferiiijr. Sir, in the dnd week ol 
July between cStli and iDth Ju)\, as then* wen* vi'ry ln*avy tarns j>reviousl> 
botii on the plains and in tin* hills, a tlood ot unprecedented ma<jrni('ide and 
all-devast.itiij^- natuie oeeurn*d in most areas ol tin* l‘J thanas ol ( hitta- 
fjon^**. A vast jiart of these thanas e(i\t‘rin;r an ar<*a of 700 ''(juan* niil<*s 
aecordino* to non-otiieia] estimates and hOO s(|uan* miles aeeor(l]nf»- to 
Government estimates w'as inundated eaii'-in;^^ the g-reatest hardsluj) and 
distress to more than o lakhs villagers. Ki^»hty-t\v() out of iTd unions in 
Chittagong were atf(*eted. Sir, there weie lieavy rains jiri'vlous to this 
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flood and bolli tlK* Kornafuli and Ilalda rivers were flooded. Water 
also j)f)iired down fioiii the lulls near about. It is inosl unfortunate that no 
wanHn<»' was jj-iven to the peoi)le in the flooded areas of Ihe coming- flood. 
All on :i sinlden the ]>eople heard a loud sound of the rushing of waters and 
within half an hour the water eaine in mountain high and the i)eo])le living 
in that ai-ea had hardly any lime U) fle<‘ away wilh tluoT- women and 
children; in many eases they lan awa\ uilh their wearing apjiarel only, to 
the near(‘st high ground, h*aving e\erylhing: tli(' flooil was so sudden and 
devastaling that it took away eveiylhing lhe\ had. According to the 
statistics lak(‘n fiy Ihe authoiilies and tlie 7-(diet workeis it is said that in 
soim* ariNis f(/r ]ns1anc(‘ in liangonia, Haozan and in other aieas about 1)0 
pel' cent, id' t,h(‘ mud-built laitiha hous<‘s fiad to])pled do^^n. .tnd (' V(n'\'t lung 
including livi^sjock, plough cattle, poulir\, domestic aniniiils and t'vi^ry 
liirnitaue wei'(‘ all earned a\\a,\. Paddy, nc(‘ stocks and cvtui stacks of hay 
and straw w(mc all earned awa_\. 0(1 pei (cnt. of //i/v cro])s whii h was lipe 
for cutting and food foi three* months and 80 to 00 ])cr cent, nnudi sct'dlings 
weic dcstrou'd in the flooeled area. Phis was not corifimal to flooded areas 
onl\. d’li roiighout Chiliagong ////s- (-ro]), (except on some liigli land, was 
desirow'd, so also in eas(‘ ol (inuni seedling. In some' ar(*as the wat('r was 
(jiut(‘ Pd t,o 111 f(*e( high and those* ar(*:is were cut off eiitind_N Irom the 
(Oiitlagong town lor four days. I'or instance* tiln* villages of Pajagonia and 
tjomordliara W(*r(‘ eiil ofl" liom the* ( ‘hit tagong town .and tin* District Officer 
and K'liei workers tn(‘el to re-ae'h the* ])laee hut re)ul(l not (*xee])l 1\\ air. 
In these ('ireumstaii(*e‘s the‘s(' iinioi t iintite* people w(‘re involveal in great 
hardship and I must thank the ( iove‘niment and ihe District Magistjate for 
the lie'lp tlie'A gave* and thus save'd the jX'ople Irom starvation. In the 
opinion of the District jMag-istiate* the* flood ot this magnitude* was more 
(h'vastating than that ot the Tamliik flf»od in the district ol Midnapore. 
According to non-ollicial V(*rsion, a flood ol this magnitude was uiiiirecedeiit- 
ed since* the* flood ot 18fl7 The* ])cople‘ aie* still sufleriiig verv se*ve*ie‘1y and 
1 have* i'(*c('iv('d ruime*roiis lctt(*is and jietitioiis eif distiess tiom tlmse* areas, 
which still ie*(|Uiie‘ man> things. As a result of this flood the* hndges on 
roads and the emhankment of the* sonth(*Tn ]).irt of Chittagong we'i'o hre'aehed 
or bloke*!! away and the* roads and hndges and e*ni ha nkmeiit ha\-(* not yet 
Ix'en rejiaire'd. As re*gaids ie*lie>l m(*asure‘s the* dist J(*sse'd ar(*a has not vet 
bt‘e*n d(*clai('d a famine* are*a and it is only those* who w(‘i<* (h*sti1uP* that 
aie* givt*ii li'(“e* rations accoiding to (lie old list h\ Du* I nioii Hfiard 
Pre'side*nls bedoie the flood. Put this flood has chaiige*d tin* sPiiatioii. has 
cie‘ated a new (*lass ot de*s( it iilc wlio wcie* not tbe'i'e* belon* the* flooel ^fany 
w'e'l 1-1 o-do and middle* class jicojdc have lost ev(*iy worldly thing and have 
become de'slitiitc for the* tirst lime*, but no m»tic<' ed this class is taken in the 
di'-t 1 ihul loll of tree* dole*. Cla-'^ilie at ion A P C. has bee'll made on tlu* basis 
ot pie*-flood time*, 'riie* svste'in lollowe'd h\ union hoaieU dining the last 
Pe'iigal famine has lu'cn lollowe'd in |)re'])aruig the list ot tlu* ilesiitute. 
On aeeouiil of this flood ihe* condition ot mans middle class ])eoj)le lias ]»e*en 
enda iig(‘i'(*d . d’h(*st' middle das'. jK‘ 0 }>h' are* gt*iit'iaily sli\ and th(*v iiivaiiahly 
he*si(ate* (o chum (lu‘mselM‘s as dcs(itnte*s Thc\ would lalhei siaiM* than 
admit this condition, that tlu‘\ aie* distitutt's, Dit'y cannot go to the* rclit'f 
ce'iitie* for dole's. This is causing great hardshij) to the middle e lass and 
()tiie*r ju'ople* in the* Ihxxl ar(*a, 1 do not like* to gn e* a moit* minute detail 
ot the* eoiidilion ol the* people in the iloex] aie*a and 1 think it is known to 
tile lionouiahle im*mbei-> of the* House*. Tlu're* has ht'Cii loss of lives during 
the* time* ot flood and Us afte*imatli fiom dise'ases. The wlieile* ot the 
Chittagong district has been greatly afle'e o'fl b_\ tlu* fli^od Tlu'ie has been 
great scarcity ol food and som<*tliuig should be deuic v\ithnnt del.iy to lemove 
this ditHcnlt\ . In this connectum 1 am gral»*iiil to the ( Tove'rnment and 
specially the* Hon’ble* Ministe'v in cliarge of IC'lu'l and also the* District 
Magistrate* of ('Inttagong tor giving jieople* ot ( hittagong all possibli* help. 
1 also (hank the District Dllice'is tor wluit tlu*,x lulve done to mee't the 
crisis. Put the help is not adeepiate. The Midna]xire flood relief was 
on ei nun'll larger scale and for a longer poriod than the Chittagong which is 
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siiHeriu^ very Diucli. But relief measures have been slaokeued. In this 
eonneetion I inust sa\ that \vh<‘ther it i.s a Lea^-ue Ministry or a Progressive 
Ministry Chittagong: lui.s ahva\s been negleeted. We tiiul from tlie Eamine 
Encjuiry l{e])ort that in November and Deet mher (d lf)4‘J ])eot)le were dying 
in tins district in great numbers and both the I)i>triet Magistrate and Divi- 
sional Commissioner submitted reports asking tor lielji from Oovernment 
and tihey were dying on the streets and roads tlnna^. No aihaiuatt' h<dp could 
1j<* given and Chittagong InManne a jilace of death from starvation and 
diseases. Many more ju'ople du'd ot cholera and malaria in Clnttagorg in 
1944 and had there Ihh'U adeiiuate distribiiticm of (|uiinne more than oO.OOO 
li\t‘s could ha\e Ikhmi sjned. Chittagong i'(‘coi(h‘d highest mortalitv in 
1944. Its mortalitv rate in that year was higlNU* b\ lot) per cent as against 
tihal of 1944 and the liigliot in Bengal. So, m\ w hoh' ])ur]>ost‘ of bringing 
in this motion before the House is to (h'si'rilx' the terrihh' conditions which 
are {ircvailing in (liittagong. I suggest that tlnu'e should be two kinds of 
nliet — long-term ndief tind short-t(‘rm ndiet. 1 must say that ( iov<‘rnnicni 
hav(* nuidm-ed r<diel on short-t(‘rni ni(‘thod in an adinirabh' w'a\. As regards 
long-term ndief tiheri- i^ a ndaxation. Thest* bnaudies in the mnbankmmits 
and also bridges on roads have not Ikhui r4‘paired and tlu‘ result is that 
('hittagong has been cut off from Cox's Bazar and Araktin ar(>a will n'lnain 
(‘Ut oil Ilieie art' \'ast uncnltixated lands mostly btdonging' to ( lox t'rnmt'nl 
hitii'i i/ialidl wlindi could not lu' ciiltixatt'd unh'ss t'mbankmt'iils an* rt'pairt'd 
or ii'(‘onst melt'd Jt is tht' dut\ of ( Mivernint'iit to set* that brt'aches in tlit* 
embankments ai't* rt'paiicd and bndgt's on roads n*jmired and propi*rlv 
reconstructed. 

d’ht'st* tlood-strickeii people (d‘ Chittagong- have lost their hoiist's and 
on mc)d(‘st, (Estimates about d(),()t)ll houses collapsed as !)() pei’ cent hoiist's 
weie made of mud waills Stdiool Imildings, mos(|m's. temples, ;i|| havt* 
colla])st'd. 4’lieie is not a single niostjut* oi temple in that allectt'd ait*a. 

I suggt'st that buihling matt'rials should b<* su])i»ln'd to tlit'se ait'as so that 
pt'ojde nia,\ (‘I'cct tlit'ir houst's and lepair lliei? hous»\s wheie i('paiis arc 
necessaix. In a mt't'ting W'hert* the ba-al oihcials weic pie'-t'ol tlu' (|ii('slion 
t)l the "UfiplN ol building nialt'iials w.is aCo mentioned ami the (dlieials said 
that bamboos and other matt'rials wen* not availabb' Tlu'ii w e suggested 
the suji])!\ ol coiiugated non shet'is wlinh wt'it' abundant in Chitlagong 
but tbe\' well' thoug-ht to bt' ver,\ g-ost 1 \ . 

Aga'in some |)et)ple Irive h)st then moans of lixelihood and for tln'ir 
bt'iieht ct»' 0 ])ei at i\ »' societies '.hoiild be oiganisod ami the p(' 0 [)ie should bt' 
eiicouiaged to takt' to cottage nidustiies, sut h as, net making, pajiei 
making, basket making ami so on. In this w.ix the jieoplc tlieie can bt' 
rehabilitated. 

Then tht're is t,he (jiiestion oi tht* rt'habilitat mn of tlu' t'diicational 
institutions. 4die scdiool, madrassah buildings have citdlajised d'lit'X 
should be re-built. Sir, education in Chitt.ig-tmg has suilert'd on account 
of the last iamim* and tiit'n on aootnint ot wai eint'igeiicv' ami imw owing- 
to this flood. Chittagong was j»rat'tically in tht* wai zftnt' ami siiifeied enemy 
attack. As a result Chittagong has suHt'K'd vt'ix mueh, espeeialU in tin* 
matter oi education No special eiicttuiagernenl has ia'cn gi\en to ('hitta- 
gong in the mattt'r of education. In this rt'gard (’hittagong is iar bt'bind 
other districts and retiuires sjiecial facilities. 

Tliere is another matter to wliii-h J xvould likt* to draw the attention of 
tlie (jovernment. It is in legard to agricultural loams. They should be 
given to tlie ne^'dy jieople on a lilieral scab*. The grou]) s\stem that has 
been introduced is sometimes cau.sing hard.ship to tin; needy jicojile as they 
find it very ditlicult to find other persons to support them for agricultural 
loans. That rule .shoubl l>e relaxed and the loans should be given on an 
unlimited scale to enable tliem to rehabilitate their surroundings. 1 do not 
like to give details in otlier respects and I wanild only draw the attention of 
the Government to the miserable condition of the people affected by the 
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floods and aro in a distressed state, and to relieve such distress. My sugges- 
tion is tills. The flood area should lie organised on a famine basis and relief 
measures organised on that basis. AvS a result of the heavy rains the ann 
crop was destroyed not only in this area but throughout Chittagong except 
some hilly portions. Aman w^edlings have been destroyed which is 50 per 
cent, according to our estimate and which is more than 25 per cent, accord- 
ing to (iovernnient. Chittagong is a deficit area in the matter of foodstuffs. 
After tlie c<*ssation of the last war which gave em])lo;\ment to many, many 
jK'oplc hav<‘ become unem])lo\cd and to aild to that the\ have been rendered 
homeless having lost tlieir houses, their croj) and their belongings due to the 
floods. Jf more adcfjuate ludji is not lorthconiing to thmn I am afraid there 
will be anotloT famim' grcatm- than that of 1043. 

With these words, Sir, I commmid my resolution to the accejdance of the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved that this ('ouncil 
is of opinion that in vi(*v\ of the intense suffering and hardshi]) to more 
than 5 lahhs of ])eoj)le of aliout ten thanas of Chittagong, total destiuction 
of cro{) and of !)0 per cent, of lundn se(*dlings. worth man^ lakhs of 
ru])(‘('s, destruction of about oil, (100 of house.s in thi'.st* areas and loss of 
cattle and poultry b\ the flood of unpr(‘c(‘dented magnitude w hu h o( curred 
in Chittagong in the 2nd wi'ek ol .Iul\ last, the (io\eriiment of Hengal b<" 
st r-onglv urg(‘d upon to under take tin' following ridnd nu'asuies on a still 
larger basis imim'diatidy, namel\, organisation of relief b\ \\a^ of sup])i\ 
of all foodstuffs, itKMlicimy jilough cattl(\ building material. niiKin seedling, 
agi iculluinl and houM'-lmilding loans, fn‘<‘ distribution of rice and build- 
ing matmials to tin' destitute and dm laration of floodml armi as famine area, 
if (h'eiiKMl necessarx . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: in lecordm g m,\ s\mj>alh\ to tln^ movcT' 
of the r'(‘solution 1 can sa\ without an\ fear ol contradiction that a flood 
of iin])iec(‘dented magnitude ovmtook ten thanas of Chittagong and in th(‘ 
course of its fuT\\ carried destiuction (‘V(‘rvw hert* 4'heie was (‘orujilete 
destruction of (Uis crops and also of a large perctmtagi* oi <unan smalliiigs 
and manx houses wer't* also washed awa_\. In fai't the flood was of such a 
naturi' as was not seen in living memorx . J also know and I think the 
jmblic is full\ await* that after this catastroplo* tin* public started many 
relit'f organisations and (Joveinmeiit also took steps to relit've iht* distress 
of tlu'se ])eople and the llon’ble Minister in charge of Jfelief \isitm] the 
locality and did what could ami shoubl have been done for tlie reli(*f of tlie 
distrt'sscd and jiromist'd fuitlu’r relief >iow, Sir, all that tlie mover of tlie 
Tt‘s(dution likes to ^ax is to pit'ss for furtht'r rclit'f mea.surt's on a still larger 
basis. That is what has been askt'd lor in the ri'solution and I have no 
doubt that (iov(*rnment will make thorough en(|Uir_\ into tin* nature of the 
r<*li<'f that is re(|uir<*d in tin* loi'alities affected and will do the needful. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Mr President, Sir, 1 liaxe everx sympathy with the 
motion before the House, but it is quite impossible for me to sax whether 
flu* facts stated in it aie correct or not. I knoxv tliat (ioxerninent has been 
faking considerable action on relief measures but 1 would like to bear from 
the (iovernment as to xx hi ther tlu*\ are extending those relief measures in 
a little more detail about what tliex havi* doiu* and are doing. ]lut I 
symtiathise with the motion mov(‘d liy the lionuorable member. 

Mr. ABDULLAH«AL-MAHMOOD : While rising to support the 
motion moved by ^Ir IVur Ahmed I xvoiild only like to bring the main facts 
of till* case before the House, and it is this that the havoc wrought by the 
recent flood in Chittagong beggars all description. We need not recount 
,the ])ast human misery ex]ierienced in the famine of the year P143 hut 1 
would like to knoxv from (Tovernment the (h*tailed steps taken by them witli 
regard to the relit*! measures, namely, gratuitous relief to the distressed 
jieojile, distribution of food to them, supjdy of medicines and clothings, 
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arrangements for housing, etc., that are necessary for r^^lhahilitation. I <lo 
not like to dilate upon the matter any longer but I should be vary glad if 
the Hon’ble Minisier would kindly tell the House that in view of the 
unprecedented nature and the considerabh magnitude of the distress 
brought about by the recent flood they are going to continue the relief 
measures for a considerable period of time till normal time returns. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Mr. President, Sir, 1 rise to support the 
motion. There is no galima\ing tlmt the Hood that took ])hH'(‘ in Chitta- 
gong was terrible and a great (ailamity o\er-took the ]>c(tj)h'. It has been 
suggested tliat Government should arrange for more and more relief. Sir, 
we liave some experience of Government’s method oi granting relief or 
administering relief. 1 would like to place betore the House at h'ast one 
such instance and it is this: When tli(‘ aeroplanes were thro\Mng down 
bags containing food at various tiiiK'S thost' bag.s tidl on th(' roof of some 
houses and peojih' died of this relied'. 1 ihojie therefore tliat the* Govern- 
ment Aull not give sm h relief so that more miser\ iiia\ not ovt‘rtake the 
peoiile. 

second jioiiit is that not only in (’hittagong bet throughout the 
jirovince \\ e aie having floods and tainine. There is no (piestion that Govern- 
mmit hav<‘ got to give ndn'i hut that shouhl not lie smdi that the jioor jxmjile 
ma> h(‘ ledueed to the jiosition ot ht^ggars Sir, w<‘ do not want that our 
nation should liecomr a nation ot h('gg-ars, and that at taudi and ever’V tinit* 
ili(' Go\ ei'iiiiient sliouhl como f(uwaid and gi\(* doles |o the fiood-st riidvim 
peojde hut I would urge upon Government to take special can* that famines 
and Hoods do not oeinr in oiir provinei' iioni ever\ uair. S])<M‘ial imeisurcs 
should }h‘ takmi [)\ them a.^ soon as possihh* so that laiimu' and Hood may 
he pr(‘vent<‘d lor all lime to come. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir. I am 

glad to g(‘t this opportunity of making a full statement on the Hood situa- 
tion in Chittagong. 

1 may nnmtion that w<‘ took the i»uh!ie into eonfid(‘iK(‘ from the very 
hegiiiHing and that lull information regarding tin* eximil of distri'ss and the 
progress ol relief work in Chittagong'' ha,s ijemi g.v(‘n to the Pi(‘ss in a senes 
of conferences. 

It ajijieais that roiiglilN an area oi 4t>d s(|ijare miles was aHi-etfal hy Hood 
water. Of tins sijuai'e miles may he clas.sed as {)addv g'TOWing lands 
One-third oi this area find ays ('rop on it when tin* floods earne, with the 
result that except in the high lamls, tin* entire aus crop has been destroyed. 
The loss in crop is estimated at about o, til), 00(1 maurids of (nis nee. The 
a?na?i seedlings lared f)et{(*r in that the Hoo<l water -started receding (|niekly 
and the loss in seedlings may not e\t(‘nd beyond ‘do per (‘«*nt. ot the sown 
area. 

The immediate action on the jiart of the (list, net anthon(i(‘s w'as tin* 
mobilisation of all staH' irrespeetiv(* ot departmental duties for r(‘li(*f 
operations. Assistance from the military was railed in and suj)pli(*s wf‘rH 
conveyed to the atl'eeted areas h\ air. At the moment eommurueations 
have improvi'd sufficiently and air-lionie assistanc(' lias ('eased. 

The area ailec'ted has het*ii sjilit up in I'd t lianas eharg''(*s and each ot 
tliern has been ]daeed under one officer of tlie status of Suh-])(‘j)ut \ (‘(diector 
or l)(*ht Settlement OHieei These I'd eliaiges hav(‘ h(*('n divided into 7S 
su])-('liaiges w'lth further .subdivision into a number of wards. 

Ity arrangement witli the lioard ol Ht'veuue lo kunung' 0 (*.‘i witli pri'Vious 
Hood relief exjierumee have been deput(‘d. J wo re]i(*f offieer.s hav(* also 
been po.sfed. Hesides. a.s many it'* dll discharged revenue oHieers hav(* f)(‘en 
temporarily appointed as relict ofticer.s. 
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A large number ot pJiiianthropic and other bodies — fourteen organisations 
actually— who volunteered their aid were welcomed and assigned specific 
duties in definite zones. They have up to present been engaged mainly on 
medical work having 40 health units in operation. I am glad to say that 
their lelationship with Government Jiave been most cordial. 

I will now go into details of what relief has actually been provided up 
to now by Government. 

Our first task was to safeguard public health and prevent the outbreak 
of epidemics. Large stocks of water purilying tablets and bleaching powder 
was rushed to disinfect water leserved contaminated by hood water. I am 
hap])y that our stringent measures have paid handsome dividends and that 
no epidemic — barring cases ol dysentery and diarrlKna — has made its 
appearance on the scene. 

The Public Health Directorate has now' 74 sanitary units and 31 mobile 
medical units already at w'ork in the aflected areas. In the matter of 
technical personnel the Directorate has deputed one malariologist w^ith six 
assistant epidemologists and ten sanitar}^ inspcctois and has accorded sanc- 
[tion for local appointment of one doctor ami 20 health assistants. Large 
stocks of medical stores have been di'sjiatched to supplement stocks already 
in tile disinc-t. 

Arriing(*in(‘nls are being made for sinking lOU lube-wells, rt‘sinking 100 
derelict tul)(‘-W(dls and repairing oOO dereli(,*t tube-wells. Materials for 100 
new' tube-W(dls have already laam reached C'hitlagong. 

In 4 thanas alone, o,331 tanks ha\e Ixhui di.sinti'ctcd. A large* number of 
anti-epid(‘mic, inoculations have been gnen, 02 milk cainteens are iumdion- 
ing in the arc'a. 

Some 00,000 maunds of st‘eds have reached ( 'hittagong. Of these 14,000 
maunds have* lu'cn found ncce'ssary foi’ free distribution. 

Th(‘ Dircctoratt' of Agruoiltun* ])ro])os(> to import a large number of 
cattle fi’oni Piliar foi di^tiibution in tin* ailected ai<*as, it and when lound 
ni'ce^sary. A sum (d Rs. 1,20,0011 has alrnads beem sanctioned ioi“ distri- 
luition bv w'a\ of catlh* ]uirchas(* loans in case* ot nec('ssO>. 'rin* Agii- 
cullure' Dll ('edorate* has aUo saiictione'd the* fre'c (list rihution of 1,000 maunds 
e)f soil e‘ak(*s as eaitlle* fealder. A huge*!' ejuaritil\ ot artificial te'itiliseTs have* 
bee'll distrihuted tre*e'. Se*ve’n ty-lour Agiicultuial I, 'nits and 18 Veterinary 
Units an* op(*iating in the alle'cte'd zone. 

o2,000 maunds of rie*e‘ was alre'ady a\ai1abh* with the Disfiict Controller 
feir distribution. A further epuintily of 4d,000 maunds was made* available* 
fremi the stoe'ks of Assam lice* lying on the Chittagong jetties. 

I p to tirst w'e'ck of August 30, (Kid maunds of nee, 80 mauiuls of dal, 
404 maunds of e7i/r<i, ete*., and 208 mauntls of bise‘uit,s have been su])j)lied 
tei the* alVe*e*(e‘d are'as ley all available means eel commuiiieation. Large 
stoe'ks ol barle'y feir invalid feieiel has also been sent. 

Weekly despatches of rice to the Hood affected thanas are made by local 
Civil Su])ply De*})artment Otiicers accoreling to a programme drafted in the 
Ceillee'tor's Relief OHice. Tlu'se supplies cover gratuitous doles, subsidised 
sales and sales at controlled rates. At one time 87,001) people were getting 
gratuitous doles. The present arrangements are to jirovide d0,000 people 
wnth free doles, 1 lakb people w'itli rice at subsidised and the rest of tbe 
population with rii’e at controlled rates. 

These figures are always variable. Now* that communications have been 
partially restored, and our relief officers are in a jiosition to move more 
freely, the list of recipients of various relief measures wdll be constantly 
revised. We have impressed upon our relief officers that they must attend 
to all cases of genuine hardship most sympathetically irrespective of the cost 
of Government. 
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The iininediate des})ai(‘]i of t),000 ])uiulles (if C. I. sheets lhas Ix'en 
aiTaiij^'eil . Ihese will distrihiited iiK)stl\ vSii])pl(Mueiitaiy cash 

o-rants for the purcliasc ot otla'i- hiiildino* matciiaL will aUo he niad(\ 

We have dcspalclicd u]) to hst week ot lLTd‘>? hlankcts lS,d2() 

dhuties and saiaxv^, d“d.S!).‘i childreir.s ^-aniicni.s, lO.loO Ihs. ot harle\ . 1(1 ions 
of milk powdi'i and ,siindr\ oilier artiedes. 

rjitii no\\ \Ae lia\e conctMitralinl all our attention lo fna' paits. This 
does not mean tlial we aie unmindtul ahoiil the i‘;sn(‘ ot ai>n( ulhnal loans. 
A.s a matter t>l ia< t the l)i''lri( ( M ait i^'t i .it(‘ lia^s now heoii ]'* ejiai iio* an 
o.stiniate of ap'iuai 1 1 ni a I loaiw. Hut i\s|]inale oi no oslimaic we ^havi* 
empowenal the Divlnct Ma.i>'isjiate to ad\anei‘ a*^ i iciilt m a I loans m noiinine 
Las(‘s of hardslii]) wiihout wailino for (io\eninhMit v. no 'ion \\’i‘ have 
made adecjuaii' pioMsion tor a^nculiuial loans and I can assuit' (lie House* 
that a^‘rieultural loans will lu* distnhutt*d on a lil.iiad scah>. 

Since Goveinnu'nt has ^Aen udud on such a iihma! siaie \ do ot Ihinh 
that any us<d'iil ])i!i])os(' would lx* served h_\ declaiinp- Hu* liood ath'cled ari'a 
as famiiK' aiea. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, in r('ply I th.ink tlu' honoiiiahh' iiKunhi'i-s of 
(h(' House toi ae'coidini'' a (oidial suppoil lo the r<’s(du t ion . Sii, in this 
('ouiK'cl ion I niav sa\ thai (’hitl.iuon”' has heen sulfeiiii;^' fiiun recui’renci' 
of floods for a vim,\ lon^- tinn*. (hitta^onn' has heen cr\ino- for re-excavn- 
tion ol khals wliiih is om* •ol th(* causes ol (lu* lloods and also iiiij^’alion and 
refdanial ion of mitaiii olhci aieas and U'paiis (d (un ha nk men ( s Ahoiit 12 
yt'ats auo soim* woif' in l!im con ncci ion \\as iimlmiaken hut tlial was not 
continued. | ajiimal to tin* t i o\ ei n iinui t to ''oe to tlu'sc mattels 1 apaill 
thank the hoiioinahle incmhcis ond a|s(» the Hon'ide Miiiistm loi ^iviii^ a 
svmjuithetic iepl\. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: tlidei. ordel . ddu' (jUevlion hedoK' tin* House is 
that this ('oiincil is oi opinion that in view ol tin* inteuisi' sullmin^ and 
hardship to nioie than d lakhs oi ])coph‘ <d about t(*ii thanas ol ( diit tan-on*'-, 
total (h'st ] uct Ktii (d o//> (lop .ind oi ltd pei cent ol annni si-cd 1 1 n n-s, worth 
many lakhs ot lujx'Cs. de'stnntion oi ahoiit ’)tl,t)(l() oi house's m tlu'se are'us 
and loss ol e-altle am! poiiltiv hy the Hood ed' ii n ju e'ceeh'it I cd inannitiide 
wine’ll occUMcd in ( h'M noU'C in the second Wes'k oi dllK hist, the (lioVf'in- 
me'iit oi Heiinal he stidHuU ui;t<’d iijxui to undcitake* tin' iidlowinn le'lied' 
iiK'asuies on a still hu eci hasm ininicdiatelv , nanndv, oi n,i n isa t ion ed te'lief 
ly wa\ oi sujiph id all loodstulls, medn im-, idoiiph eallle, huildin^ 
nate'rial, (Una/i s(>cdiin_n. aniicultuial and housc-huildinn loans, lice disti'i- 
hutjon ot nee' and huiidinp matciials to the' destitute’ and de’claiaiion of 
Hooded ai-e*a as iamine aiem. li dexune’d nece’ssaix 

d'he' niotmn wais put ainl apje-i'd to. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sn , 1 h(‘n to infro- 

duce the* (’alciiita Disi ni Itanecs Hoinni msioii ed En(|ui]\ Hill, 19dh, and to 
teepiest that \ oil will he jd'Ms(M! to waive’ the* rule, to permit the motion for 
umsiderat ion ed the hill to he- move’d at shojte*i nedicc. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : On a p unt of (uder, 

^ir. d’he Hill whicli is eoinu he nitiodue’e’d lias ncithei he'e'ii puhlished 
Ol the' Gazette* neu a eopv eij it ;iive‘n to the* nu’inhers, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hiivr N(M‘ii if jmlilislifil III fill' (l.izcffi'. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: \V> Imvi not iKcived 

If a.-i yot. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: r uTiderstand the Bill is going* U) lx* distrihiited 
just now. 

37 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : I slujuld think, Sir, 
tluit copies of the Bill should he in the hands of the nieinhers before the Bill 
is sou^^'lit to h(* introdii(‘ed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I nl<‘ss .1 Bill is intioduced tiist tlic House is not 
Mipj)OS(‘d to he in seizin oi tlint le^islnti\(‘ nieasiire and eopies of the Bill 
e^innot he exjiected hy the nieinhers before int 1 (Mliiet ion of the Bill. 

Now as regards aniendnunit s l<j the motion that the Bill bo taken into 
eonsideiat ion and to the elauses dj ihe jiill, I would ti\ that the aniendnient> 
should he juit in liy 11 ohdoek tonionow. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: The time is too short. 
Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: \\'h\ ! Von have oot hours time ladore then. 

Non-official Resolutions. 

Mr. LATAFAT HUSAIN: Sn . I 1 m‘o io jiiove that tins ( oiineil is ol 
o])inion that in th(‘ matter ol siT'ction and aiijmintnuMit of lation H'taileis 
of diflertmt eommodit les in the disincK oj llooolilx, llowiah and ‘Jl-Pai ;ianas 
(Mimmunal latio he maintaimsl e\(ml\, and to sa_N a tew words in suppoit 
ther(‘ot' and to appeal to the lloii'hle Minister to siippoit tliis resolution 
’riiis i-esoliit ion is not meant t(» eieate an\ eoinmunal iiassion or (omnuiiial 
eh‘aNa;j('e as the suhj<*et ot tin* r esoi u t ion is a sim]de oiku It is tai ironi n!\ 
mind to do an_\ injustni' to otlou r-ommuiiil les hut in ni\ opinion the (iovein- 
nient liav(‘ not dom* juslu'e K'^^aidiiio il,(> stdeilion ot K'tail sliop-keeptu s 
aeeordino to the communal ratio 1 1 oimin a l^le nit‘nil»eis sliould not think 
that I want to obtain ilh'^.il ju i\ 1 le<.*e ; it is not inx int(Mition at all An 
emjuirv should he made to find out it eommiin.il lalio has Imumi inaintaintMl 
If it lias not Ikmui maint.iiiM'd it should he done iinnn‘diat(d\ without k«‘ep- 
in^- it in ahe\anee. 1 th(*r(‘t(U(' .tj>peal to tlo' llon'hh* ( ivil Supplii'^ 

Minister' to accept the ri'sidution and to constitute an einiuiiv eommilt(‘e 
consisting of otfieials and non-otlieials imdudin^ the local M.ToAs. and 
M . fo(’s. to p'o into the nmttei 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Onhi, oi(h'i Kcscdution nio\»‘d that this Couneil 
is of ojiinion that in 1 In‘ matt(‘i (d sideition and a |)|)oint immt of ration 
retailers of diflVient eommoditn's m the distiiels ol liooo'hl\, ifowi'ah and 
‘.J4- Parp'a mis eoinmunal ratio he imiintaimMi e\enl\ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Su', much as 1 would dislike to speak at this 
juiietuie on a suhjeel whiidi pmhaj)s ootvs apaiiist eomnninal disharmonv 
or tiarniony whicdu'ver mio-ht h(‘ the point ol ni\ honourahle triend. 
repr(‘sentino' as I do, tin* muniei[Kil it n-s ot flowiah, Hoo^dily and 
‘.vM-Ihii^aiias, 1 cannot kt'ej) siUml ovei this niattei. Mr. liutatat Ilossain 
has stated that (Jovernimml hav<‘ not done an\ justice in the matter of 
selection of ration dealers ot tlu' ditlmaml commodities in tin* districts ot 
Howrah, Hooe-ihl\ and ‘J4-]hn eanas— w In'llier he means the urban areas 
in particular, or the areas outsiih' the urban are<is, 1 do not know 
But if he insists on ratioit retailers seb'cti'd in these nuinieipalities 
he will find to his amazement that peihaps the pudiuenee is in favoui oi the 
eominunity in thosi* munieijialit ies where their iieremitaf^e is far less. 
Speakino- on ludialf of several munieijialitu's of which I have personal 
kiiowledoe I know that in the matter not oni\ of ordinary eoininodities of 
food luit in the matter also of selection oi shops for cloth distribution the 
percentage has been very much in favour ot the community which is fai 
less in nuinbtu- in that particular anui. And if ^tr Taitafat Hossain desires 
at this sta^e to retiuest the Govmnment to change the alieaily selected shop^ 
I w'ould certainly not stand in his way hut his other resolution which has 
been placed as item No. I), where he wants the local M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. 
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lu I'o in tlie Advi.soiN ioi lo-orjiaiiisutinn oi shops I ^^oul(l wolconio 

Milt it will not he — 1 am stating this lieie iiom my dehiiite knowledf^-e — to 
liis OI his comm nil i t. \ \s ad\jmta<>e ami theieion' it \m 11 he hettei' from (he 
\en hegiimiii^' not to tiN to ninve that leMdntion and hrin^- nhout dis- 
liarniony ainoii^’.st the eonimnnilit's ha\e a lot of it at prt'stoil and in 

th(‘ matter of M*leetion oi <anc(dla(i<m o( >lio])s .uni ntln'r thing's, (In' 
diHerenee.s lietween (he eOmmnnities .should not he accentuated at least tor 
lh(‘ piesent. In an\ ease, tin* s(dt‘etion miisi he hast'd it .it .dl on (he hasi.s 
(d preeiuitao't's m it'sjn'elnt* .treas and not e\(‘nl\ .is sUf^^ested. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABIS: Mi President. Sir. I 

.un (‘\ 1 1 (‘iiHMi l^ sori \ to have to ilist uss this (juestion ot eommiinal leprescn- 
t.ifion in Imsiio'ss and tiade, hut as tin' rooliitum has heen moxt'd h\ 
Ml', laitaiat llossain. 1 think it m\ dut\ to disciiss (his communal i|U('stion 
ti'om all its as])eets The lesolution ilst-H deals with the (|Ues1i(>n o( 
communal jiarity, — it I nia\ usi' .i woid whndi is now hein; 4 ' \or\ ollmi used, 
with regard to ration ii't.iihus o| ditleitMit commodities I do not know it 

the honourahh' nienihc] w.ints (o resliirt it .is he* seems to ih) in the K'sohi- 

lion to the letaileis onl\ The n.itui.il suspicion aiises ihat so (ar as other 
dealeis, dealeis othei th.in letaileis, aie eoneeriU‘d , the honoiiiahh' mimiher 
Is (|Uite satisfied. Aii_\ wa\, the ret.iileis dealing with the ditliMiml eomnio- 
ditu's in lationed ^oods must lia\e he»m si'h'ctiMl 1>\ (he tood eomm 1 1 tees, 
suhdi visjoiia 1 tood eoniniit tees, distnet lood committees, union food eom- 
mitlei's .ind umhu' the oaiid.inee and direction (d (he distnet aiithoi it i(‘s oi 
(he distrnd tood committees and iheK* has heen eeitainh some diieidioiis 
i^neii h\ th(' (lovmnment .M \ liiem! in Ills speeidi in siippoit (d the 

lesolutioii has not lu'cn ph'asi'd in slate what is .ndualK tli(‘ percimta^’e 

of jiojiulation ot tin' dith'ieiil coinnniiiil les Now. Sn. the movei ot this 
lesidiition wants (|ia( (ommunal ratio should hi' maintained evoiilv . 
Tlieiidoi't* it js oh\ lous (hat thi' honouiahle memix'r wants .'il);")() panl\, 
llmt i.s 1 hi'lievt' tlie ide.i Itehind this resfdution. Ihii hefori' wi' discus, sed 
this ])oin1 it would h<i\e heen hetti'r it the honouiahle memher had said 
wdiat were llie ])opulation in tin* distinl towns ot these thiee districts, of 
the imdussil aieas and also id the uihan .iieas. Hut nothin;^' has lieeii said 
.ihoiit it, lull 1 am told that tin' population oi non-Muslnns in the iirhan 
ariuis excf'eds vei’\ nimdi that ot (he Muslims in those uihan areas. It 
that is so then what is thf* paitn-ulai leason that the honouiahle memhei 
should expect that shops should he distnhiited eM‘iil,\ amon*^' the two com- 
munities!'' What is the justification toi thaty When in areas wdieie the 
eomniunity represented h,\ the honouiahle memhei is in the maiority they 
very justly (laiin that the\ hi'in^^' in the majority they must have their 
representation acroidin^ to th<' nuniltei Mot where t]ie;\ are not in 
majority wdiat is the just ifii .n ion for this (daim ? I have not heard 
anytliino' about it fiom the li]»s ot the honourable inovei . Fntort unateh 
in this country w’e h.ivi' lieeii fi^htinp with each othei toi the loaves and 
tishes of ofiiees Communal ijuestion is in the torefiont here in ever,\ mattei' 
that comes liefore the public. Fven in these .small petty dealers ot rationeil 
eoinmodities it is in the foicfiont Hut hetore we support this communal 
ratio theoi} we must eoiisidei w hetliei w'e should allow this communul 
poison to he permeated into tin* ])od\ politii; I tdiirik it should not be allow- 
ed to permeate furtliei It has done a lot of mischief to the body politic and 
when the communal tension is so hij'li I think it i.s undesirable to allow it 
to go further. In the wdiole of India wdiere my friend’s community is Ifes." 
than 2-3 per cent., they are pie.ssing for parit\ . In Bengal w’here my friend’s 
f^ommunity is Yi oi 34 j>er <ent and tlie non-Muslims are 45 or 46 per cenf., 
they claim that t1ie>' are in a majfuit,\ and they have h^^en given 
eomm inial awaid iii their f.»\oin (Mr. lIvMioir Hio ( 'now om h v ■ 

The eomnninal award is against ns. i The honouiahle menihei' sa\s that 
communal award j*. ao;iin^t ihom! d'heiefoie no question of parity can 
arise in Bengal. 1 do not know with what reasonahh'ness aii\ hononrahle 
nieinher can uige tliat there shoiihl he jiarity at one place whi'io they are 
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less than 2^) per cent, and there should not be parity in another place wher 
another coininunity represents 4o per cent, of the^ population. That is 
question wliieh has been hauntinjr me for all these y(*ars and 1 have ne 
been able to solve it and 1 would be grateful io the honourable niembei 
opposite if they can put forward some reasf)ns ....(Mr. Hr 

CnowDHi av: Oiviiig o(| pov cent, to the Fasi Rengal tiindus) . ..Than 
you. But not in Howrah, Hooghly and 24-Ihnganas. Anyway, tin 
communal rei)res(‘ntation has been iritrodueed in the services and the ivsul 
has been that in almost every dej)artment of (loveiiiment our triends o])po,sit 
predominate and outnumlier the other community. In every thana in Eas 
Bengal or ])ra(‘ti(‘a]ly in the whole ol Btuigal yoii find that (dhcms-in-charg 
are i)erson.s bfdonging to my friend’s community. 1 see in mo.st of the sub 
divisions the Sulxlivisional Otlioers belofig to that ]>a]tieular communitN 
I may be coriected if 1 iun wrong. But this is my im})iession . Even ii 
the Hepartrnent of Educatif)n IK) ])er cent, or 7(1 })(U' rent, at least of tli 
Insj)ectors and Sub-I nsp(‘clois (*ome from that connnTinity . AVhat I wan 
to say is this that every ])Osition of vantage in thi.s countiy has been occupiec 
by memb('rs of iny friend’s community and it is i)e]ha])s wellknown to al 
that in many ])oIice stations where there are ^tii>lim Siib-Insix'ctors am 
officers-in-( harge tlu' eases against the culpidts wlio gamerally af)duet Hindi 
women the first information is not even recorded. Tlies(' an' the conqilaint 
whicli have been appc'aring in the ])ress for >ears and u'ar.s. I submit tluu 
my friends w1io are now (ontrolling the Govc'i nment do not take an\ si'rioii' 
notice of that biit tlo'y are complaining now that th<'\ liaM* not got e([ua 
number of ration shojis in the mofussil in .some of the distiicts. Taki 
anotln'r instance. The ohice of tlo' Public Pi os('cutoi s. In liengal jierha])' 
more than 7") per cent, of the Ibiblic Pro.seentors are appointed from thai 
conimunitv. (Mr. II wiioi i. Ih o (biowDiii im . Wdiai about Governmeni 
Pleaders h) Well, mWIi a view to making a show that Hindus are given th( 
ofhce of (lovernnu'n t Ph'adeis there hav(' b(*en sevei’al jiosts of (io\(‘rnmenl 
Pleaders s])lit up, one in the Public Prosecutor and tin* other in the post ol 
Government Pleaders and tlu' Ibiblic Piosecutoi's ])ost invariably goes t( 
my friend’s community and a Hindu gets a Govt'riiment IbeadVr’s post 
Sir, the reason is not far to seek. Peojile are not so tool as not to under- 
stand wdiat is the im]dication but Hindus hav(* not raided this question ot 
communal representation in these ])osts. They do not grudge it. Do a- 
you like. But when you come with this complaint about the distribution 
of retailers ration shops T think the climax is readied. Every honest man’- 
patience is found to be taxed to the extreme. Now, I submit that the 
question of this parity .should not be allowed to be raised. This is a small 
matter and this is not a subiect which ought to be brought up before thi- 
House. This is a very small and a petty matter. This is decided by the 
Union Food Committees and the Town Food Committees wherein all com- 
munities are represented and the selections of retail distributors, etc., are 
done in their meetings. So, Sir, I do not find any justification for thi- 
resolution. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN; Sir, I was rather surprised to find that 
of all persons Mr. Tiatafai Hossain should have tabled such a resolution. A*: 
far my relations with him for the last 15 years are concerned, I know he 
has been connected with the labour movement whose principal policy is that 
there should be raised no communal question by any of the leaders. But 
unfortunately — and I do not know how — he ha.s become communal-minded 
by his coming down here and this is news to me. Really it is surprising 
to me that communal considerations should be allowed to enter into the 
question of selection and appointment of retail distributors of I'ationed 
articles. In this matter the interests of the ])iib]ic only should be taken 
into consideration and the matter should not be viewed from the standpoint 
of the religion of the distributors. I would have appreciated him if he had 
said or suggested that tbi^. distribution work should have been taken up 
by the Government themselves in the greater interests of the public 
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eliminating the agency of private shop-keepers or private retailers. If iha( 
sort of resolution Avouhl have come up hefore the ILuise J would rather 
have welcomed it. But we art‘ not interested in raising communal issues 
over the present distributing aira!igemen>?> or regarding the existing 
retailers. As I pointed out, it should he looked at trom the intei*(\sts oF 
th(‘ general ])uhlic and m^t from the interesjs of the !-etailers nor from a 
communal ratio hnsis. I do not know tlie jiiesent ])('rceiilag(' of tlie Hindu 
and Muhammadan retaiho’s. Even it it is 100 per cent. Muhammadans or 
100 per cent. Hindus I am not at all interested provided il is etficitmtly 
distributed and ])rovided it is honestly di.strihuted and that should he the 
criterion to judge the issin‘ in this Housi' too. So, Si?. I nould i at her 
request tin* honouiahle mover to withdraw his le.snlution 


Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Mr. Jh't'sidtMif , Sii, IIk^ i'es(»lution 
deals with rationed area which means higgi'r Cahuitla as W(dl as ])arl ol 
modified rationed area. 1 do not know il tin' (io\ernmeiit is following any 
definite policy in the matter of dist rihution ol shops hut 1 Ilk?' to niaki* some 
suggestions with regard to distribution ol conliolhal commodities thiough- 
out the Avhole of Ihmgal as the suhje<*t mat1(*i has got h-'niiag with la'gard 
to 24-]hi7'gaiias, a major ji.ut of which is ;i modified latiom'd area. So 
far as I am aware, tin* Avhoh* of 24-Barganas is lud (‘ovcued h,\ complele 
rationing. I'mlei’ s(‘('tioii fid n'ginn* with tin* issue of a ('iicuiar oi an ordm* 
by GoATniment tin' modified rationing scln'im' inli’odiiccd to tlu' whole of 
the rural artni hA the prt'vious (lovernment was gi\en a go-li\ E\(‘ryl]iing 
done by the District Magistiat?* or tin* Suhdivisional Mapast ?at(' and in 
many cases by tin* Distiict Contndler or tin* Siihdiv isional ( bntrolh'r. 
What the iirc'vious (Jovi'niment wanted lo do was to hav?* tin* co-opi'ration 
of the juiblic and with that t‘nd in vi(‘w the lood commilt<'('s wck* constituted. 
These food committee's becann* detunct dining s<*c(ion fid lenim,*. Though 
1 cannot sa\ that that is the jiosition in alt the districts, hut so far .is 1 am 
aw’are vvitli legai'd to sonu* districts T have go] lUMclical expi'iiem'c that 
that is the position. Therefore* I would i(*(juest the ( iove'rnnjent to sei*, if 
they really Avant to curry out tin* modified lationing schcnii*, that tlmA’ (*nlist 
the co-operation of the public Avhicli means the Food Fommitti'i's. In tin* 
rural rationing scheme it was .suggested that (*ith(*r tin* l)istiM*t Magisti'at?' 
or the Suhdivisional Otiicer or the District (’ontro!h*r oi- tin* Suhdivisional 
Controller as the case mav he would he piacticall\ in tin* jiosition of a recep- 
tion agent. Tin* (*ntire distribution, aiipointment of tin* wholcsah*rs, retail 
dealers and the allotment ot commodilies —everything shonhl he done by 
the food committees. I am not aware whether this scheme has h?‘.*n acted 
upon or is being acted upon by the pres?*nt (TOV(‘riimciil . 1 won hi therefore 

suggest to GoA^ernment.... 1 am not .so mueli k(*eii almiH oh il my frienrl 
Mr. Latafat Hos.sain says Avitli regard to the fixation ol j* iitag<* in the 

whole of Bengal in regard to the selection of sh(»ps !m>c.iusc I do not know 
whether Government will he in a position lo <lo tiiat, hut it the Govei’n- 
ment really Avant the co-operatioii ot the public, that is to sa,A . wilh the 
food committees as a whoh*, Government must '•ce that these food committees 
are taken into confidence and aic not suffered to remain as so manv defunct 
bodies. So, Sir, at the time ot giving a reply to this resolution I hope 
Government should say .something definite aliout the existing tood com- 
mittees, distribution and allotment ot commodities and that thev are putting 
everything on the light track. The public as a Avhole are not prepared to 
take the burden upon themseh^e.s in places Avhere Government is itself 
inactive. If Government want that the public should co-operate with them, 
let them say and sec that Dj**lrict ^fagisti.iles, District Coiitrolh is of Civil 
Supplies, Suhdivisional Magistiatcs and Suhdivisional Controllers of Civil 
Supplies, etc., do irall'. act umicr the orders ot (iovcj'nnu'r't ami give full 
scope to the.se food committees for exercising their function as laid dowui 
in the scheme. T would like to hear what the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Civil Supplies has got to say with regard to this matter. 



The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Mr. President, Sir, in 
the matter of selection of ration shops it is not possible for us to observe 
the communal ratio rules which have been prescribed for appointment oi 
Government servants. Some of my friends have raised the question that 
there are very few people probably, livinpr in the districts of Howrah, 
Hooglily and 24-Parganas, who are Moslems and therefore Moslems are not 
entitled to have an equal number of shops with Hindus in those areas. 
Similarly, other members may also reply that there are many districts in 
eastern Bengal for example, in Noakhali, Ti])pera, Dacca, Mymensingh, 
etc., where the percentage of Moslem population is about 80 j)er (!ent. oi- 
more, and if shops and licenses are to be granted according to the commuiKil 
ratio then we cannot say that an equal number of sho])s should be given 

to either of these two communities, Moslem and non-Moslem 

(Mr. Amilvaohonk Boy: What about the scheduled castes'') and the 
scheduled castes, certainly. 1 had said “non-Muslim’’ which includes the 
scheduled castes. (Mr. Amclyadhone Ro^ : Have \ ou flone any justict* 

to them?) ( ertainl> we have done justice to them. Tn the j)ast, so far 

as 1 find, justice was not done to them; 1 admit that, but we have been now 
proceeding so that justice ma\ be done to them also when tht* (rovernment 
distribute loaves and fishes of office. 

My friends also raised the question that there should hi' an en(|uir> 
committee in order to ascertain what number of shops is held by each of 
these communities. I think there is no hard and fast rule regarding the 
appointment of retail dealers and no useful purjiose will be seived by the 
appointment of any such emjuiry committei*. Really I am vei'y anxious to 
do justice to all the communities and 1 assure my honourable friends that 
in matters of selection of the retail shop-kee})ers and dealers justice will 
be done to all. 

Mfi ABDUL-AL-MAHMOOD : Sir, in my speech 1 made some obser- 
vations and put some questions to the Hon’ble Minister and T expected to 
have replies to those questions. My first (|uestion was whether the Hon'ble 
Minister or the (Tovernment as a whole is alive to the fact that there was 
a scheme of modified.. .. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you putting a question to the Hon’ble Minister 
now ? 

Mr, ABDUL-AL-MAHMOOD: Sir, I have already put my question to 
the Hon’ble Minister in the course of my speech ; but he has replied to that 
question. I shall be glad if the Hon’ble Minister reply to that question. 
My question was whether the food committee throughout the whole province 
which was constituted should have the co-operation of the public as a whole 
and are working or are now defunct: will the Hon’ble Ministei please 
say whether these committees will function according to the scheme of 
1943. 


The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: AVith regard to the food com- 
mittees the policy of the Government has been that these food committees 
will be reconstituted as early as possible, because these committees were 
not properly functioning. But it is not I believe the fault of the Govern- 
ment, because food committees were formed from among the members of 
the public. (Mr. Nageshira Nath Mohalakobish : • there were Government 
servants also) Yes, but the members selected from the public were not 
doing their duty. There were Government officers but there were also 
members electee^ by the union boards and district food committees: they 
are not doing their duties according to the rules prescribed and if they are 
not doing their duties it is not the fault of Government. I have already 
stated that the question of reconstitution of these food committees is under 
the consideration of Government. 
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Mr. ABDUL-AL-MAHMOOD; Again, Sir, I put another question. I 
said that during section 98 period these committees met with interference 
by the officers. Now, my question to Government is whether Government 
do really mean that these committees should now function. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: That question is also 
under the consideration of (Tovernment. Government is thinking what 
should be the composition of food committees and how many should be 
elected from the public. So the matter will receive due consideration and 
J think my friend will be satisfied after we have gone through tliat question. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; On a jmint of information. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 caniin( allow (lueslion al’tor (}ue.stioii to be put 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, it is not a question but a ])oint of 
information. AVliat I wanted to know from the lloiride Minister was when 
these committees would b(‘ formed whether Government will issue iustrms 
tion to the effect that proper rejircsentation of the scheduled caste will be 
secured according to population. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Do ^ou propose to reply H 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Yt*s, Sir. Of course 
certainly we shall see that tlu're is jmqier representation of the various 
communities in the Food ( ommitt(‘es, [ will issue iristriu'tions to that 
effect. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; With regard to the Sclnnluled (’astes 
also 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Yes. 


Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN : (Began his reply in Urdu.) 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, Ml'. Hossain movinl the resolution in English. 
How then can he now speak in t^rdu? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: He can .speak in English l)ut it he feels that he (*iin- 
iiot fully e.\pr(*ss himstdj in English — he hais his limitations — hi' (*an 
speak in llrdii. 

Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN; (Keplied in I rdn.) 

Mr, LATAFAT H088AIN: Whether the selection has heen made 
jiropcrly or not is what 1 want to know. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: 1 will do it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do I understaml that you projiose to withdraw your 
Resolution? 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD; Ma> 1 .speak on behalf of Mr. Eatafat 
Hossain to express wdiat he has in view and wants to exjiress? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am afraid that cannot Ik* done. The honourable 
mover is capable of speaking and has already spoken on his re.solutiori and 
can take care of liimseli. 

Do I understand Mr, Latafat Hossain, that you ask for leave ot the 
House to withdraw your resolution ? 

Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: Leave has been asked for hy Mr. Latafat Hossain 
to withdraw his resolution. Does the House agree to grant .such leave? 

(Sevktial mf.mukrs; “Yes, Yes’M 

The resolution is, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 
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The Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May I have your 
permission, Sir, to make the mol ion that Ihe Calcutta Disturbances Com- 
mission of Enquiry Itill, ]94ti, he taken into consideration at shorter notice? 

Non-official Resolution. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Sir, T he^ to move that 
tills Council is of opinion iliat the administiation of civil and criminal 
justice should be carried on ]»y judicial officers and not by exi'cutive officers 
and there should be a comiilete sejiaration of judicial from (‘xeciitive func- 
tions of ofHcms at an early date. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (UefeiTinjr to Mr. Biren Boy who was coming’ back 
to his seat from the other side of the House.) The honourable member 
should not cross the floor. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: May I emiuire at this 
stage with unir ]K‘i’mission whether just coming from the other side to this 
sid(* not changing tin" yiarty would amount to crossing the floor? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, that is tin*, technical exi)ression. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: It a member irom the 
other pait_\ (oines to join this party that would be, stricth' speaking, 
crossing tin* tloor. 

Now, Sii, tlii^ (jiK'slion of sei>aration of the judiciary from executive 
functions has be<‘n agitating th(‘ minds of the public*, fiom tin' earl\ times 
of British lulc in India. It is a vei y vc*!y ini])ortant ([U(‘stion and vt‘i‘> 
vcM'v inipoilant tor tin* pur])ose of administration of justice in this countr\ . 
WhtMi tin* India Coni])an> came to occu])\ Bt'iigal, wadi, foi’ sonic* time, 

as was (|Uile natiiialh to be (‘xpc'cted, the country was govei’inul under the 
inilitaiw law and at that period om* could not ceitainly object to the amal- 
gamation of the hi act ions of the prosec’utor and the judge in one person. 
But giadual[\ w lo'u the countrs cann* under tin* rule of the honi])any and 
wIh'U ]ieace and t l atKjuillily were assured then also that amalgamation 
continued in oio* foiiu or anollu‘r. Now we find that in the system that 
Avas in \ogue and that is still continuing in one form or another, that the 
man avIio was the accusei’, had himself to invi"^tigate into the offence, In* 
had to colb*ct idence, and had to sit on judgment, try and convict or 
acquit. But \ou can c*:*sily und(‘rstaiul the position of a man who finds 
that his accuse*!' himself was colh'cting evidence against him in his owm waiy. 
His accust'T himself was examining all the wdtnessc's, w’as recording that 
evideiH'c* and was trying the case, and it so happened that in 99 cases out 
of H)() the accused thought hims(*lt doomed. But that system did not 
continin* long before eminent Briti.sh jurists in that period of time found 
that this was an absurd jiosition and should not be allowed to continue much 
longer. Idierefore, even during the ('ompany’s time there were enquiries 
and emiuiry committees which irn’estigated into this matter and there Avere 
many eminent jurists w ho at that time recommended that this system should 
not be allowed to continue. Now, Sir, in spite of this the system has 
continu(‘d because of the objection of one or other executive officers who 
thought that the taking aw'ay of the judicial power from the hands of tin* 
executive would undermine their prestige and jiarticularly the prestige of 
the district officers. Now, Sir, it is w^ell known I believe to all honourable 
ineinbeis of this House that what is done in Bengal wT\en a criminal case 
particularly wdiere the Crowui is interested, e.g., cases against political 
offenders comes up." These political offenders rvant political rights and 
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Government are or were determined not to concede those rights and Govern- 
ment issue a private circular to all Commissioners of Divisions in the first 
instance, then to the District Magistrates, tlien to the Subordinate Magis- 
trates, who in their turn write perhaps to every officer who has got any- 
thing to do with these political parties. Government consider or did 
consider this to be so at a time when ilie eVjne.ssion “Baiule mataram’’ was 
held to be oft'ensive and there were persons, District Magist Kites and others 
who would shudder at the sound of “Hande matarani”, iiu ludlng a renowned 
Lieutenant-Governor. Now, when the District Magistrate thinks that such 
and such a person belongs to a certain iiarty and is getting obnoxious to 
Government he instructs his police chief, the Su])erinlendent of Police to 
have an eye upon him whom they regard as oficnsive and then that Superin- 
tendent of Police sends on to liis subordinates a circuiai letter; that circular 
letter reaches up to the village chowkiilar and people are arresti'd on the 
ground that they belong to the Congress or to some other party or tliat they 
are creating a disturbance in the villages by slioiiling Bande inaiaram, or 
boycotting foreign salt or the like, and some ol IIumu supposed to be the 
ringleaders of the party are arrested, brouglit betore a Magistrate and 
they may not even be allowed to plead before tbal M agist rat(‘ that the use 
of the slogan Bande matarani is not offensive. Tlim-e is no si'ction in the 
Indian Penal Code or in any other law in the conntrv nndm wliicji a man 
can be prosecuted for shouting Bande malaram. 'Hint man is however sent 
to rot in the hajaiy and after a few days is brought IndoK* tln‘ District 
Magistrate, not in the first instance before the Disirici Magistrate, but 
before the Suhdivisional Magistrate or other Magist ratios. Tlu‘ matter was 
known to them long before for they knew what was the intention of their 
chief, the District Magistrate and he sits down to n'cord evidence about an 
offence which really did not exist in the eyes of law and soimdhiug is added 
and the man is convicted and jailed. Now, Sir, thi'se things have hapjiened 
in this country for years and years till there was a very strong agitation for 
the abolition of this system and as a matter of fuel llnoi* was a l^aw 
Member of the Viceroy’s Council who saw ilio just ifi<‘al ion of the agitation 
that there should not be any system of combinalioii ol judicial with the 
executive function. T will give you references of cniimmt Jurists who long 
long ago had stated that this system should go and theri* should lie an 
immediate alteration of tlie system of administration oi jusjic(‘ in Bengal. 
But for reasons which many of my frimids know, this could not be done and 
has not been done up to this time. We peojile ot Bengiil tliouglit that when 
we were having Provincial Autonomy under the ( iovcrnrmuit of India Act, 
1935, when the popular Ministry would take oflici*, these grievances sliould 
in the first instance be removed. Now, Sir, popular Ministries in the 
different provinces in India took office in 1937. Nine long years have pass- 
ed but unfortunately those who had tried for this reform, (bose who had 
vociferously wanted to abolish this pernicious system became silent and if 
1 may say so, during these long years opinion of those gmitlemon, seems to 
have changed and none of those who wanteil this reform cared to say a 
single word for this much needed reform and wi' are still here in the same 
position as we were in the year 1833. Now, what is th(‘ cause? The cause 
seems to be the love of power of those who come to tiie head of Government, 
because it is a very very strong engine to be used for having your own way. 
If you want your executive officer.s to do what you like him to do, you can 
get it done easily by this method of dispensing justice tlirough (‘xecuiive 
officers. Then, Sir, there is another aspect of the matter. Decently there 
have been occasions 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mohalanobish, your time is up now. 

Mr. NACENDRA HATH MOHALANOBISH: I believe I stall take 
some time more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tou may continue on the next day. 


38 



328 


MEMBEES ABSENT. 


X13th Sept., 1946.] 


Extension of time for reports of .Select Committees. 


Mr. NU9 AHMED: Sir, may I have your permission to move formally 
the two motions, namely (1) that the time for smhmitting report W the 
Select Committee on the Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly House 
(Amendment) Bill be extended up to "list December, 1941), and ( 2 ) that the 
time for submitting report of the Select Committee on the Indian Lunacy 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, be extended up to 31st December, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked by Mr. Nur Ahmed that the 
time for submitting reports by the Select Committees on the above two Bills 
be extended to Slst December, 1946. Is there any objection f' 

(Voices: No, no.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Time is extended to dlst December, 1946. 


The House stands adjourned till 11 a.m. on Monday, the 16th September, 

1946. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 11 a.m. on Monday, the 16th September, 
1946. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 13th September, 1946: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid ('houdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(5) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan, 

(8) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(9) Dr. Kumud Sankur Ray and 

(10) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATE} 


^ 

First Session, l94S-'No. 19. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calgutta, on Monday, 16th September, 1946, at 11 a.m., being the 19th 
day of the First Session of 1946, pursuani to seel ion 62(2)(fl) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1936. 

Mr. Prevsideut (the Hoii’ble Sir Buoy Phasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Want of <iuorum. 

Mr. ABDUR RASH IDs Sir, 1 do not think there is a quorum in the 
House. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS Let me see Ring the bell 

(While the bell was ringing.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, in view of the extra- 
ordinary lain and hoods today \\ hicli ha\(' prevonU'd most ot tli»^ members 
irf)m attcMidiiig the House, 1 uoiild i-equest >ou to adjourn the House till 
tomoirow even if by some change a (pi(»nim migtht be present. 

(After the bell had ceased ringing.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Order, order. In view of the thiunesi of the 
attendance I do not think we should take up any business in the House. 
The House stands adjourned till 11 a.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till II a.m on Tuesdai, the 17th September, 
1946. 

Members absent. 

Tile followuii}.; members v (‘re absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 16th September, 1946: — 

(1) Mr. Abdulia-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Fial Barus, 

(4) Mr. L. V. S. Bourne, 

(6) Khan Bahadur Syed Ahdur Hasid Choudhury, 

(6) Mr. Moazzemali Choudhury, 

(7) Mr. Hamidul II mi (.'howdhury, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury, 

JOl Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Choudhuiy, 

(III .Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

U2) Mr. G. L. Clarke, 

(18) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(14) Mr. Lalit. Chandra Das. 

(15) Mr. Hemendra Kr. Das, 
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(16) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(17) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt,. 

(18) Mr. Kamini Kumar Butta, 

(19) Khnn Bahadur Sk. Fazal Ellahi, ^ 

(20) The Hon’ble K. B. Abdul Gofran, 

(21) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(22) The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Moazzemuddin Hosain, 

(23) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(24) Al-hadj Khan Baliadur Sk. Muhammed Jan, 

(25) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(26) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ah Khan, 

(27) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan, 

(28) Mr. Abdul Latiff, 

(29) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(30) Mr. Haridae Majumdar, 

(31) Mr. George Morgan, 

(32) Mr. Tarak Natih Mukherjea, 

(33) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(34) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(35) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(36) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhur\', 

(37) Hiss Ethel Robertson, 

(38) Mr. Satis h Obandra Sen. 

(39) Mr. Mohammad Taufiq, 

(40) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman, 

(41) Mr. Hazi Md. Yusuf. 





BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session,* 194S->No. 20. 


The Council met in tlie Le«^islative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 17th September, 194G, at 11 a.m., being the 
20th day of the First Session of 1940, pursuant to section 02(2)(rt) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr, Lalit Chandra Das will move his adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I find. Sir, that the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of Law and Order is absent. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : He will soon be coming 
in, Sir. 

(The Honourable Chief Minister immediately entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent publio importance 
and of re(*eut oc'curreiice, namely, the situation arising out of the failure of 
the Government to maintain law and order, peace and tranquillity in the 
city of Calcutta, as from the Ibth August last for full four days resulting in 
riots of unparalleled savagery, casualties mounting to about 5,000 killed and 
about 10,000 wounded, besides breaking of shops and houses, setting them 
to fire and looting of j)ro]K‘rties worth crores of rupees, jio ])roi)er and timely 
steps having been taken to prevent them occurring. 

Sir, it was on the 29lli July last that the Muslim League under the 
leadership of Mr. fliiinah decided to put back the clockhand of progress. It 
reversed its jirevious decisions to enter tlie Interim Government as also the 
Constituent Assembly. The League resolved to rely on its own strength to 
win Pakistan and fixed the IGth August as the date for Direct Action #nd 
what that Direct Action Day would be like, tJhe Quaid-e-Azam explained. 
It would be a day for the Moslem League Branches all over India to explain 
to the Moslems its dissatisfaction against the Government for not ceding 
their demands in the future Government of India. 

The League President was a])prehensive of violence and so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, would you mind ipeaking from the 
microphone ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; All right, Sir. (The honourable mem- 
ber then went over to fhe microphone.) The League President- was 
apprehensive of violence and so advised his co-religionists to observe 
restraint and discipline. I will not do Mr. Jiniiab the injustice to think that 
he did not know the fanatical nature of his own followers who roused to 
frenzy wmuld rush in where angels fear to tread. But Mr, Jinnah is a 
lawyer of eminence and so be bad to uttei those w-ords of caution knowing 
full well that those, words will never be heeded. 

Not lo lag bebiAd, the past and present Chief Ministers of Bengal soon 
appeared on the scene. The Hon’ble Mr. Subrawardy boasted that be would 
declare Bengal independent and cursed the Congress as is his wont. Sir, 
40 
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now Mr. Nazimuddin cast all discretion to the, four winds and declared that 
non-violence is no part of the creed of the Muslims and that the Muslims know 
what the^ should do on the Direct Action Day. The eh'ect of such a speech 
on fanatical, illiterate and half literate Leaguers could easily be imagined. 
Sir, the meaning of the word “Action” is plain and when you prefix the 
word “Direct” to it, the implication becomes apparent. The Leaguers 
easily understoocL it to mean that they have been given free licence ^to commit 
atrocities not against the Government which was theirs and of whiidi the 
Leader of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League is the Chief Minister but 
against the Hindus. 

Sir, to proceed chronologically, the Direct A(;tion Day was fast approach- 
ing; leaflets and literature were being issued from day to day. The Muslim 
League papers, such as, i^att Monung Newti, Azcul, Star of Itului in Bengal 
and tiheir other jiajiers outside Bengal were vomitting fire and brimstone. 
In this connection 1 would like particularly to mention that a leaflet purport- 
ing to lx‘ signed by Mr. Osman, Secretary to the Calcutta District Moslem 
League, who is no other than ihe Mayor of Calcutta was circulated amongst 
the Moslems in mosques but not to the Hindus, telling the Moslems that it 
was during* the Ramzan that the Faithful beat the kafirs and won Mecca. 

Sir, last August was the Ramzan month. The incitement was direct and 
clear. Sir, Mr. Gazdar, the President of the Provincial Moslem League 
of Sind, and Raja Gaznafarali Khan and other jirominent Leaguers of the 
Punjab and some Ministers also w^ere equally emjihatic in words which could 
leave no doubt that violence would be the panacea for all the evils from 
which the Moslems were sufiering. They even went the length of suggesting 
Russian intervention and a Moslem deputation to Russia. 

Sir, in this atmosphere, the Muslim League Ministry in Bengal declared 
that the Kith August would be observed a ])ublic holiday. This led 
Muslim League (joondas to believe ea.sily tiiat in all that they might do that 
day to enforce the observance of holiday the Government will he at their 
back. In this, they were not far wrong as the events suhsecpiently showed. 
Sir, the public were taken aback at the declaration of the holiday and they 
began to scent danger. The Press wa-s outsj>okt‘n in its condemnation. On 
the 12th instant, an attempt was made by tabling an adjournment motion in 
the Assembly to dra\N the attention of the Government to its folly. The 
adjournmimt motion was disallowed. Then on the 14th August, a huge 
j)ublic meeling was held in the Deshajiriya Park. All the leaders of note in 
Calcutta took ])art in Ihe proceedings. The Government was requested to 
cancel the holiday and to adoj)t all precautionary measures for the Kith 
Augu-st m) that no untoward incident might hapjien. On the same day, Sir, 
another adjournment motion to censure the Government for declaring Kith a 
holiday was tabled in this House, and you. Sir, allowed it with the result 
that on the 15th August a full dress debate followed. We all had our vsay 
and the Chief ^linister was present throughout. We pointed out the very 
great danger the city would be running the next day on account of this 
holiday and wanted to know from the Minister for law and order what 
arrangements were made to keep the peace. Mr. Morgan, the Leader of the 
Euro})ean Grou]), passed very stringent criticism and jiredicted with precision 
wdiat followed the next day. But all to no piu:i)Ose. Mr. Suhrawardy as in 
194d when during the Incumbency of his office as the Minister in charge of 
the (Uvil Supplies Department, ^0 to 30 lakhs people died of starvation, 
assumed this time also a complacent mood. Indeed, Sir, his pride is 
enormous and his comjdacency know^s no bounds. As between these two, his 

? :ood sense often lies submerged. And so he remained adamant but. Sir, he 
ost all excuse for pleading that no due warning was given to him. In fact, 
it seemed as though his action was a part of a well-laid plan as to what must 
be done on Uie Direct Action Day. 

Sir, the Madras correspondent of the Hindu gave out that a League 
member Of the Moslem League Working Committee in course of a reply to a 
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query from a well-known American correepondeut as to what would be done 
on tte Direct Action Day gave him the tip that to know what the Direct 
Action Day would be like, he should take a trij) to Calcutta to see the fire- 
works. The/ American correspondent took the liint, came to Calcutta by air 
on the 16th August, saw what hap])ened anti then went back to Delhi the 
next day with notes and photographs. All these point unmistakably to a 
premeditated plan according to which the Leaguers Would tlo their worst in 
Calcutta. 

Sir, this j)rovince is the only major province with a Muslim League 
Government, This city abounds with i)oo)id(U. In addition more Moslem 
(jooridas were imported for the Direct Action Day and with (liem (‘ame also 
many externed f/oondas of wliom the i)olicc can sav bow tlu'v csca]>ed their 
vigilance. Lathis, daggers, swords, knives, s])enrs, petrol and lorries were 
all kept ready. 

Sir,* with the rise of the sun on the Kith, there rose the cry from thousand 
throats ''Lorckv hiujc Pa kt start'* just as I predicted on the day previous. 
The streets of Calcutta were empty of bus and tram and no veliicles i)lied. 
The sliops remained mostly (dosed and where open wmt' forced to (dose. As 
tlie day advam'cd, looting started with arson and assaults. At first in 
tlie morning tlie cases were stray and sporadic in almost all i)arts of the citv 
in all cases Moslems Indiig the aggressors. Midday jiassed. Procession of 
Moslem rioters headed by Muslim League leaders began to pour in through 
all the different streets of Calcutta into the maidajj. On the way to it, tliey 
began to break the heads of the i)eopIe and doors and windows of shops and 
houses carrying terror into tiie hearts of the (itizens. Thus tliey rea(died 
the inaidan meeting wliich was piesided over first by Mr. Nazimnddin and 
then by Mr. Siihraward\ , our Minister for Iniw and Order. Fiery sp(‘erdies 
were made, tlie one ma(^e by the Muslim Mayor being particularly violent. 
Many of th(‘ piocessionists carried with them daggers, laifus, knives. Sonn* 
of them had ])etrol and lorries too with all necessary imjdenuuits for 
dejiredation. What f(d!o\\ed (»n their return march from the meeting you 
all know. Eiots ot un])aralhded savagericvs shook the whole city. The 
Great Calcutta Killing started. Mass massacre, arson, loot followcul in 
indescribable horror. Cries of the innocent men, women and (‘hildnui dying 
helpless filled the sky. Eiot and loot and arson, rape*, rapine con tinned for 
full four days mostly unchecked by lauful authorities, (kisualties mounted 
to about o,()()() killed and to about K),0()0 wounded. Savageries of Oh(‘iigiz 
Khan or Nadirshali paled into iii.significance before wind liajipened on the 
first two days of the riot. 

Sir, the Government conimuni(pm mentioned that the disturbances began 
in the Manicktola area but reinaim*d silent as to who started the dist uibancjes. 
Sir, 1 think. Mi’. Suhrnwjird) will not deny that the Mosbun hooligans came 
Ironi the Eajabazar .side with lorries full of daggaTs and Jathis and many 
of them also came from the (‘astern side of the canal, The\ then attacked 
the shops in Manicktola area because they were open on tb(‘ so-calh‘d Direct 
Action Day. They forced the slio]» owners to close tin* sh(»p,s and while 
doing so committed uiispeakahle atrocities in the locality. Sir, while thi.s 
is a fact, it is also a fact that in this chamber on tbe pr(‘vioiis day 
Mr. Suhrawardy gave a clear understanding that tbo non-Moslems, if they 
so pleased, were quite at liln^rtA to keep their sihops open and further 
observed that peace and tranquillity would be maintained. 

At thii^ point T desire to .say that the law of the land has giv(‘n lh(‘ right 
of self-defence the cjitizens. That right under certain circumstances 
extends even to the infliction of death on the atta(?kers. Sir, the Hindus 
had to fair back on self-defence and offered resistance witboiit any pre- 
arianged plan for it. If came alioiit automatically us the n*.sult of an 
instinct for a^lf-preservation. And when on tbe second day it was found 
that things w'ere not going on for tbe Moslems quite according to plan, 
the military was called. Sir, the military took the field at about the eveniifg 
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on the 17th August although Lieutenant-General Sixsmith was ready to 
take the field on the previous day. At that time the situation had gone out 
of hand. Tlie military had to work hard on successive days to restore order 
and remove panic. 

Sir, in this motion, the point is not who were the aggressors, who got 
the most wounds or larger killings or who won the fight. Sir, the point 
is whether the Government did its duty by the people committed to its 
charge irrespective of the question whether they were Hindus, Moslems, 
Sikhs or Christians. Sir, on the eve of the Black Flag Day, i.e., 1st 
September, disturbances started in Bombay. The Government there from 
the very start called the military, deployed all the police, imposed curfew 
and promulgated section 144, Cr. P. C. In about a week's time they 
brought the situation under control with tar fewer number of casualties 
and far less loss of properties than what obtained in Calcutta. The point 
is what the Government of Bengal here did to keep itself abofe censure. 
Wliy was not curfew imposed on the first day? We ask why section 144 
was enforced 48 hours too late? We ask why was the military not called 
out even on the first day to watch tlie i)rocessioni8ts go to the maidan and 
see them return home peacefully? Sir, not only the Government were remiss 
in these matters, the Ministry or at any rate some of them made the ])olice 
very generally inactive during those days of horror and terror. The polici' 
simply looked on and allowed the things to happen. You must have read 
the correspondence in newspapers where it has been repeatedly alleged by 
person;^ from difl'erent parts of the city that the i)olice in the first two days 
did not try to save the c.itizems or their ])ro])erties even when called upf»n 
to do so Sir, Territibazar which is within a stone’s throw fi'om Lalhazar, 
was looted on the Iflth and many non-Moslems were killed. The police 
hardly did anytJhing to prevent it. Similar stories came from Mallickbazar, 
Colh'ge Street Bazar, Jtadha Bazar, Seahlah, Kalabagan, Coloolola, 
Bowhazar, Manicktola and in fact from all paits of the cil\. Cohl-bloo(h‘d 
murders Averc* committed Ixd’ore theii’ vtuy eyes, jirojierties worth crorc's of 
iu])ees were looted, houses ov(*r 1,700 in number were set fire to without 
any effective action by the jmlice. Sir, such inaction can l)e explained 
by a liigli levid decision asking the ])olice to watch and do nothing else. 
There was jiractically no Government for the first two days, the IGtli and 
the 17th August. If Government meant business, it should have taken 
steps to round u]) all the f/oorulas and the hooligans. They did nothing of 
tlie sort. It Avas Avidely re])orted tliat for the first tAvo days, the Minister 
for TiOAv and ()rd»‘r, Mr. Siihrawardy, was in the Control Boom of the Lal- 
bazar lOiana. Was he fiddling there while Calcutta Avas burning? Or Avas 
lie directing the police to remain inactive? 

Sir, Moslem League activities and gangsterism have become convertible 
terms. Tliev gaAc a taste of it during the last General Election. They 
have noAV followed it up with appalling carnage in Calcutta — all in the name 
of observing their Direct Action Day. Sir, the Bengal Ministry as the out- 
standing League Ministry should have been scrupulous in ensuring that the 
political demonstration in fulfilment of the League’s declared policy of 
keeping the Direct Action Day peaceful caused no disturbance. What it 
allowed proves beyond any doubt that it decided that rioting of some sort 
would be good for their cause of Bakistan. Sir, they have given us a fore- 
ta-ste of Pakistan and now every non-Moslem worth his salt would fight to 
death to keep himself out of this hell. Sir, the bloody shambles which 
Calcutta Avas reduced to and to prevent Avhich the Ministers took no timely 
steps loudly call for their immediate dismissal. Where honour demanded 
tihat they should of their own volition quit, these Ministers, leech-like, are 
still sticking to their jobs, no doubt being sure of a brute majority of votes 
at their back. 

Sir, for a time, it seemed that sanity dawned on Mr. Suhrawardy. On 
his being entrusted by His Excellency the Governor with the task of form- 
ing the Ministry, Mr. Suhrawardy called the Leader of the Opposition to 
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form a Coabtion Government. But the communal supporters of the Govern- 
ment proved too.strong tor him and he formed an undiluted Moslem League 
Province where non-Moslems are 48 per cent, of Oie 
impulation. Sir, this 48 per cent, is now without anv representation in t e 

fSrihe^piw;' fonnulating policy and^o carry them out 

for the PrOTince. Sir, under the present arrangement, the Lender of the 
Provincial Moslem League is also the Chief Minister of Bengal ' The Ukase 
issued by the Moslem League Party is unrelleetinglv acted uimn bv the 
(xovernment and the people committed to its charg-e no longer .onsider 
themselves safe. It is reported Sir. that out of 28 police-stations in Calcutta 
which IS predominantly a Hindu area, officers in cliargt> of most of them ^ 
Moslems with axowed Moslem League sympathies. Besides tiie pidice 
serxuce, the same policy of Mo.slemising the key positions by perso ns of 
League views m being sedulously jiursued. Now the communullv-mindml 
Government oftcer.s have liecume the greate.st danger to the peace and 
progress of the Province as a whole. Their intiv.tie.s*^ have thrown into 
insignificance the reactionary activities of the Mollas and Maulvis who are 

nin'^M^V’ *" <1"' secnrity of lives and properties of the 

pn-Moslems. Sir, all these phenomena are oi receiU. growth and liuve come 
into existence with the growth of a communal Ministry since 1987. 

Sir, the poison .seed was first planted by the institution of separate 
eWforates .so sedu omsly encouraged and allowial by the British Imperialist 
polilKiaiis m iurtliunnuT of ihvir jiolicy of ^'Lhiudc ft Itnpcra'\ Sir iu 
(ho rednvss of fhtor pnovaiHos in s(‘rviro or in odiKalnni or in ol’lior 
maffor.s, tho Loapuors iirood (h(‘ oaso of flio Mosloms as Ixdonoini.- fo a 
iinnority ooinninnif y and as .sucdi thoy ivcoivod all dm* consiihoalion That 
poison seed has now frucfifiod into a hi- (roo. Mosloms now claim fo ho 
a soparafo nation althaii^h tho truth is that !)() por cent, oi tho Mosloms 
aro nothin- hut convorts from Hinduism. Mr. .linnah has ho-un to oall 
himself as not oven an Indian €aii it ho a matter for sur])riso if his 
followers take stops inimioal to tho unity of India? Tor a]] this 
unwholesonio and misdirootod an-lo of vision our rulers ar(‘ mainlv ivsiions- 
il.Io. Fhp ou-ht to roctily tlio ^>Toat wrong done to India. Sir, tin' war 
was fought tor ostahlishmont of Domooraoy and to make J)omo( rao\ .safe 
(ommunalism must ho laid low so that atrocities such as wo aiv witnossinn- 
may he a thin- oi tho past and that Domooraoy may thrivi*. Sii- Kiissia is 
peopled by various races and (•roods and Indds a oonsidoiahio numlH>r of 
-Mahomodans and so is the oa.so in ('hina. There is one (lovoriimont only 
in each of those countries and there is no Paki.sfan. In size both fhe 
couiitries aiT hig-tw than India. In Kngland and other eountriius of the 
^^(^st, Catholies and Trote.stants fought each other more vieiouslv than the 
ilindiis and Moslems have eviw done. But for all the.se, Kn-land, Fram^e. 

portion of it to he ruled’ hy the 
tatliohcs and a portion hy fhe Protestants. 

Sir, Enghind owes .a debt l« Indiu. After l.uving .succssfullv fought 

TrV 1 .S under the obligation to cut that poison 

lee to its roots and help Jndm establish a true Demooratie State. That way 
lies peace, that way lies freedom and independence. Peace ('ommittees are 
aiere patch up works and are reminders of our differences, (kiaiition 
Ministries are temporarv solvents. But League comrnunalism and League 
[1 eo ogles are diametneally opposed to those of the Longress. Tin* League’s 
ideologies are .<40 inimical to growth of Democratic imh^pendence in 
India that tliey should be eradicated root ami liranch through the operation 
d joint electorat(^s hefore we can hope for true demoeratie ind(‘peTidenre, 
lurable peace and a strong defence of India against aggression. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved flint this Council do 
cljourn Its business to discuss a definite matter oi urgent imhiic importance 
nd ot recent occurrence, namely, the .situation arising „ut of the failure 
'I tne Government to maintain law and order, peace and trantiuillity in the 
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city of Calcutta as from the IGtli August last for full four days resulting 
in riots of unparalleled savagery, casualties mounting to about 5,000 killed 
and about 10,000 wounded, besides breaking of shops and houses, setting 
them to fire and looting of properties worth crores of rupees, no proper and 
timely steps having been taken to prevent them occurring. 

Mr, KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: 1 rise in support of the adjournment 
motion relating to the (*ommunal (carnage in Calcutta from the 16th August 
for some days continuously — a catastro])he of un])recedented magnitude in 
India’s history. Jjarge-scale cruelly ami violation of all social canons 

f erpetraled in this carnage constitute a diabolical crime against humanity. 

rrespective of party affiliation the subject of this motion must be discuss- 
ed in a, diH])assionale manner as llie lulure of Bengal depends upon the lesson 
we learn froni this un])aralleled tragedy. One journalist has aptly described 
it as a “Eury", an expression taken from mediaeval history. The apjialling 
result has Ix'en the slaugher and wounding of over 20,000 people, mainly 
Ihe innoc(‘nt ])oor of both communilies — unfortunate victims of political 
demonstration. The financial loss has been gigantic. 

Itioiing arose from Muslim League’s i)oliti(;al demonstration. Bengal, 
a major Indian Province, has a full Muslim League Ministry. The Ministry 
in charg(‘ of administralion of the province Jiad identified itself with the 
demonstration of the Direct Action Day and did notify it as a public 
holiday. Maintenance* of law and order is any Ministry's prime oliligation. 
As tin* outstanding ]a*ague Ministry in India, scrujnilous care and ])recaution 
ought to have been taken against every jiossibility of disturbance. But 
tin* (’ours(‘ of tin* rioting, slaughter and ]>illagt‘ and tin* jiarticipation of the 
armed and organised Muslim mob ostensibly assembled for the demonstra- 
tion of the Dir(*ct Action Day had the irresistible conclusion that there must 
iiave been sonn* deliln*ratn)n and organisation to set this camjiuign for 
slaughter and jiillage on its way. ’Phe political public demonstration 
organised by the Muslim League had its outward manifestation in acts of 
violence ami attempt to enforce its in.jnniction u])on the jiublic. On 2hth 
July, 19J(), the roiincil of the All-India Muslim League passed the Direci 
Action resolution at Bombay. It was reported in the jiress from New Delhi 
on the 7th August, 1946, that Mr. Liaijuat AH Khan, General Secretary of 
the All-1 mlia Muslim L(‘agu<*, d<*clared that “Direct Action means resorting 
to non-i‘onstitutional methods’’. He furth(‘r ex])lained that it can take any 
form and whatever form may suit the conditions under which we live. He 
further said, 'H\e cannot eliminate any method. Direct Action means any 
action against law". This was a clear dt*claration of sanction for violence. 

Muslim Leagm* jiress for days before the Kith August had been persistent- 
ly poisoning the Muslim mind through writings calculated to inflame bitter 
communaL liatred and was openly advocating violence and publishing sinister 
significance of the Direct Action being inaugurated in the month of Kamjan. 
This can be verified by reference to the writings of the influential League 
dailies — English and Veinacular. AHirious jiamphlets were circulated in 
lirdu througli mbsiiues appealing to the fanaticism of the Muslim masses. 
Even Sir Nazimuddin asserted that Muslims were not non-violent and 
Bengal Muslims know well what Direct Action means. Thus the ground 
for the Direct Action Day demonstration of the Kith August was laid. 
That there were reckless slaughter, arson, looting and pillage and other 
atrocities, committed on the Kith August is an undeniable fact. The onh 
problem is to ascertain the genesis of the tiouble and origination of thi'' 
carnage. It was a patent fact observed by all that Muslims on the public 
streets on that day carried latJns, crow-bars, iron rods and other kinds of 
offensive weapons. From early in the morning the offensive was taken by 
the Muslim volunteers and proce.ssionist^ in different parts of the city. 
Muslim national guards were inciting the crowd. After the maidan meeting 
looting, burning and killing of Hindus started on a large scale simultaneously 
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throughout the city. Loads of dangerous weapons were seen being distri- 
buted by red-ribboned Muslim volunteers from a number of lorries. An 
open outbreak of violence of the most atrocious character in the city on the 
l(>th August is an admitted fact, but there was significant complete police 
inaction on the l(Jth and ITtli August evidently under superior directive. 
Troops were not requisitioned till after 12-d(l p.in. on the 17th August. A 
careful scrutiny ot the statement of Brigadier Sixsmith, officiating Com- 
mander, Bengal and A.ssam Area, to the press does reveal that (1) 
on tihe morning of the Kith August reports of certain cases of violence 
reached him, (2) outbreak of lawlessness, looting and of ra])id deterioration 
of the situation had readied the authorities lad'ore 2-45 p.m. on the Kith 
August. The Chief Secretary to the Government with the Governor 
was at Lalhazar. Brigadier Sixsmitih met them there and they were 
given a rapid appreciation ot the situation by the Commissioner of Ihilice; 
they were told tluit there had been a considerable amount of loot- 
i!jg. Brigadier Sixsniith said, the riotous crowd olfennl no opjiosition to the 
Police — a ver\ significant fact clearly indicating that the Police was fully 
inactive and the looters had been assured that there would be no Ihilice 
interference Avith their dejiredation and the (U'owd was very friendly to the 
i’olice b,\ mutual understanding. This jiacific attitude of the crowd engaged 
in looting and arson towards the Police and tihe reciprocal inaction of the 
Police can onl\ he atti'ibuted to direction to the Police to he inactive and 
authoritative assurance to the plundering mob of instrinded Police inaction. 
Brigadier Sixsniith furthej’ said “Ihilice had hitherto not a single round.” 
His eonvoA was not attacked. He also said that he made it (juite clear to 
the authorities that h(‘ coii.sidejcd that the Police should r(‘stor(‘ oi‘d(‘r. Ht' 
decided, howevei , that the .situation was such that th(‘ military must make 
some mov(‘. He* oi'dered a battalion to b(‘ r(‘ad\ to move immediately. 
JiUter in the day Brigadier SixMoith and the Chief Seciidaiy loured the city. 
There was no threat of violencu' to his })arty. ddiey met a certain numbtT 
of jirocessioiis but the> did not bar the way. The croAvd of hooligans was 
a])])arent]y undei (hdinite ilirindion and instruction as to tluoi' hkhIu.s 
ojH'i'dtKh . The aiincd nnd) wind) was so active^ on plnndming, arson and 
murder was extiaordinaril\ ])a< ific to the Police and tlu' Ih)lic-(‘ also 
reci])rocated b,\ magnanimous inaction. At 12-40 ji.ni. on 1 7th August he 
was infoT'ined by telephom* that the Ihdici* considered that th(\v could no 
longer control the .situation without military as.sistance. Appar(‘ntl\ r(‘])risal 
b\ th(‘ Hindus had then begun. He further says tliat a iilan was discussed 
on the Kith ludween the civil and military authorities by wliicli it was decided 
only to keej) o])en certain main roads. So on the Kith the hooligans were 
left (juite tree to cariw on their work (d’ maiislaughtei', looting and ai’son 
though the authorities were fully apprised of the situation. On the 17th 
morning he and the (lovernor tiuired the city. The attitude of the crowd 
was different — evidently it was not the unchecked marauding crowd of the 
Mu.slim jirocessionists of th<‘ Kith who were assured of the inaction of the 
authorities to all their acts ot defuedation, but those who were bent on 
reprisal for the atrocities of the Kith. He saAV three men being beaten to 
death on that day. Then on returning to Headquarters after consultation 
with the civil authorities be ordered the military forces to b<‘ fully used to 
restore order. Report of a serious situation at Matiabruz ri'ached him at 4 
I).m. The inhuman slaughter of innocent Hindus there was not checked. 
Brigadier Sixsmith being asked whether conditions in by-lanes wdiere much 
of the fighting took place on Friday afternoon, i.e., Kith August, were such 
as to reijuire the calling out of the militarv, he said that it was not the 
business of the military to maintain order. Military w’as to be ein]doyed in 
the last resort. Intervening Mr. R. L. Walker, Chief Secretary, said that the 
decision at the time was in the hands of tlie Governnnuit, <.c., the Ministry. 

Major-General Bucher said that military had been able to restore order 
by I9th August. Reference to details of the appalling incidents of those 
days is not possible in this statement. It is said that Hon’ble Chief Minister 
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was in the Control Room at Police Headquarters on the 16th and subse- 
quently. Dawn writes “It was this much-mali^ed Muslim Premier, who 
eat for hours on end througihout the three most disturbed days and nights in 
the Control Room at Police Headquarters to ensure that the resources of the 
Government were being used properly for the suppression of the orgies that 
were going on”. Indeed the Police was effectively controlled to inactivity. 
His action in the Control Room would be fully inquired into in another 
forum. 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN; Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I wish Mr. Das had not moved 
the motion at all at this present situation of the country but when I find 
that he has taken ui)on himself the responsibility of provoking the Muslim 
community once again, when 1 find that it is their policy to do this once 
again — and this time the responsibility of moving this motion has 

shifted from the leadep of the Congress-controlled Hindu Mahasabha 
to the Congress itself — it is a good sign and we should take advantage 
of it. Sir, on the 16th August and the days following we have/ 

seen how the Congress were determined to see that Muslims of 
India do not talk of Pakisthan, not to think of achieving it. That 

determination of the Congress had practically led to the incidents 

of the 16th onwards. On the 14th at the Deshapriya Park leaders of the 
Congress Party urged upon the young men to see that the ]\fuslinis did not 
succeed in taking their processions out to the maidan. (Mr. Lujt (hiANDR.^ 
Das: (Question. It is false.) May bt; false according to you hut they 
were not false but hare truths. Sir, 1 had an opportunity of going to the 
(hilcutta Medical College Hospital on the 16tli at 11 o’cloc^k with Mr. Ahdur 
Rashid, the Parliamentary Secretary in the Department of Medical and 
Public Ilealtli, for his own personal reasons and with another gentleman 
Mr. Ranjit Kumar Mukherjee, a Christian gentleman, and \vhen we went 
there we found that there were already about dO injured, almost all of 
them were Muslims, only one or two were Hindus. When the number of 
the injured reached 50 or 60 I ran to the Chief Minister to tell him what was 
the situation. Park Circus, which is considered to be the centre of intelli- 
gentsia of the Muslims, did not know what was }iapi)ening in Calcutta. 
That locality did not know what was happening in Calcutta even up to 
5 p.m. on that day. Now, Sir, at alwut 12-30 p.m. I ran to Mr. Suhra- 
wardy and T found that he had already gone out. I left a note saying 
that about 60 injured persons had arrived at the Medical College Hospitals, 
most of whom were Muslims. I then came back to the Medical College 
Hospitals. From that place we i)roceeded to Campbell Hosjiital at about 
1 o’clock. At the junction of Amherst Street and Bowbazar Street we 
found the Hindu mob led by no less a person that Mr. Netai Ghose who 
is supposed to be somebody of the I.N.A. Relief Fund had gathered on 
both sides of the road to see that the Muslims did not pass tliat way. When 
we approached tlie junction the Hindu mob pounced upon us like so many 
mad dogs and began tlirowiiig brickbats and stones and started hurling 
lathis and rods on the car. What the police was doing we do not know 
but at that time, Sir, the police was led by Hindu Deputy Commissioners 
on both sides. On that particular day. Sir, I am told that Mr. Doha went 
on leave for reasons of health and the charge of this city was held by 
whom I do not know ; it was perhaps held by the de facta Police Com- 
missioner Mr. Hirendra Nath -Sarkar and by’ the Deputy Commissioner 
Rai Bahadur S. N. Mukherjee. Anyhow it was a fact that the police 
did not come to help us at that time. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHARs Is not the Minister in charge of Law 
and Order responsible for this? 
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Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: The Minister in charge of 
Law and Order is cptainly responsible but he must look to his officers to 
properly administer it and if his officers do not come to help, well, certainly 
you cannot hold him responsible till he can find better officers to administer 
law and order. 

Sir, we reached the Campbell School Hospitals and were standing in 
the compound. At about 1 o'clock, Hindus, Caste Hindus, from within 
lanes, Serpentine Lane, for example, and other lanes on the Lower Circular 
Itoad threw brickbats, soda water bottles and stones on the passersby when- 
ever they found that Muslims were passing that way, and whenever a 
Muslim truck carrying Muslim volunteers was passing that way tliey were 
throwing brickbats, soda water bottles, etc. It is only then that 10/12 
Muslims collected together and started protecting themselves against this 
assault and immediately after that hand bombs were thrown on them 
from witl)jn that lane. Sir, if this is not evidence of determination, 
premeditated determination to thwart Muslim processionists from iHuiceful 
demonstration, Sir, what else is premeditated determination, I do not 
know. Why these hand bombs were kept there I do not know. If 
these Avere kept tliere for the purpose of protecting themselves, 
well, Sir, 1 do not know wlietlier that was a (iir«ctioii of that saint 
advocate of non-violence and their non-violent followers i do not know. 
Well, Sii*, r found at one corner that a double-barrel gun was fired at but 
none was fortiinatidy injured. At halt j)ast two avo took courage and moved 
out from that place becaiisi* anotluu* procession Avas coming near Moulali 
and joiiK'd that at tlie Moulali corner, lint Avhile the procession Avas in 
front of the Lengal Crovineial Congress Committee Office Ave found that 
that procession Avas iKung attacked by the Hindus and stones and brickbats 
Avere being throAvn Ij'oiii the building AvhicJi the llengal Vrovinchil (knigress 
Committee Office ha])j)ens to oeeu|)y. 1 do not know, Sir, wind her this was 
a premeditated plan or tliis was an afterthought. Sir, from there we then 
eaine back to our ])laee and then proceeded to the maidan metding and we 
found that the Muslims, in spile of the determined efforts of the Hindus 
to prcA’ent them from coming to the maidan, came to the maidan as direeded. 
We went to the maidan. What Ave found there P The different Muslim 
pro(.‘essionists coming from different areas told us tlieir tales of woe, how 
they Avere injured by fjricdvbats, etc., on the way and asked ns “What are 
you going" to do?” They appr(»ached tin* (fhief Minister and the Chief 
Minister said “Well, it is the direction of the Quade-Azam not to do any- 
thing iintoAvard ; yon must be very j)eaceful.’’ In Hi)i1e of all these 
happenings, Sii-, the sjjeeches at the meeting Avere not at all inciting. If 
the mol) Avas incited by fiery speeches Ave do not know what would have 
happened that day. I knOAV aidually, Sir. that om* of these processions 
wanted to go to the Jfhowanipore area to retaliate. At this tlie Chief 
Minister came in and asked “Are you going to act against tlit‘ dircudions 
of the Quade-Azam r'” Only that could jirevent the mob from going towards 
lihowanipore area. I can tell you, Sir, if the mob was not prevented by 
the Chief Minister from going to Ifhowanipore area I do not know what 
haA^oc would have been wrought tliere. At least perhajis the Muslim lives 
in the Bhowanipore area could have been saved and they could not have 
been butcliered in the manner it was done. Muslim houses (M)uld not have 
been demolished in the Avay it Avas doms but certainly, Sir, some Hindu 
lives would have been lost. They did not go to Bhowanipore to retaliate 
because it would \}e going- against the direction of the Quade-Azam and 
yet I wonder Iioav the Opposition can come forward and tell us today that 
it was the premeditated action of t)he Muslim league that led to the riots. 
You know very well what it means because you come forward to tell us that 
this is not what we wanted, this is something else. You talk of provo- 
cation. What happened in Kushtia the other day? The Sikhs, who are 
your soldiers, you call them goondas^ or bhadralogs^ or anything else, but 
they are used as your goondas. What did they do at Kushtia? 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: Your time is up. 

(Tlie member then resumed liis seat.) 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I rise to support tile motiou moved 
by my honourable friend Mr. Jjulit Chandra Das. 

Sir, we meet here under the shadow of a great calamity, and this Council 
in its history was never called ujion to consider a more imijortant matter 
than the loss of thousands of lives and crores of rupees at the hands of the 
unruly elements of (hilcutta which is described as the Second City of the 
Em])irc, honeyt'ombed us it js with Ihe Police and the military. Last time 
1 spoke here, i.e., on the 15lh August, 1 cxprosed my apprelieiision of what 
might happen and my views were shared by the leader of the European Group 
who rei'erred as 1 had done to the general industrial unrest and the 
inopportune character of the Government declaration of the Kith as a jiublic 
holiday, ft is seldom that the JAiro])ean Grouj) (lifters with a Ministry in 
power and wlnm it does so it must he acting with a due sense of responsibility. 
The Ministry notoiious lor its scant regard for Indian members of the Oppo- 
sition should have paid heed to this warning from a representative of the 
Kritish mer(‘aniile community em])loying and handling- lakhs of labourtjrs 
in the vicinity ot Calcutta. Sir, Mr. Morgan said in clear, unambiguous 
terms that to kec]) this large number of men oft from their work was very 
unwise. This (Council through some of its spokesmen did its duty in trying 
to dissuade the Ministry trom a dangerous course bul this (Jhief Minister 
Mr. Suhra\\ai(]y with his chronic plethora of self-esteem has brought about 
the death of thousands ot God’s creatures who, I am sure, we!‘e mostly 
innocenl, the (/(foiidds ahsays making their escape. Last time 1 mentioned 
the unfortunate speech of Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin \\hich acted as an incite- 
ment to violence at a time when, to quoUi from my last speech “Bengal Avas 
v(datile and exjilosive”. If Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin who was the custodian 
of law and order' in Bengal too long and had managed to maintain a deceptive 
ujipearance all the whil(‘ had becm warned by the authorities that be the 
news w’ould have produc(‘d electric eftect and the unruly elements of the 
Muslim League w’ould have been sufficiently unnerved and the city w^ould 
hav(* been spared revolting scenes uiijirecedented since the days of Ahmed 
Shah Abdali and Nadir Shah. If avc take all things together, w’e are led 
lo the irresistible conclusion that this orgy of murder, loot and rape w-as a 
Avell-laid cons])iracy of the Muslim League. The xizad iiew-spaper, the organ 
of the League in the Bengali language, published on the Kith August a 
scurrilous article for which the editor should be prosecuted, l/eatlets were 
distributed and jiasted on w'alls declaring w-ar uj)on the Hindus as the 
Prophet had declared w'ur on unlndievers on this date of the Kith August. 
The Azad article was couched in similar terms. But these modern Chengiz 
Khans should not lay the flattering unction to their souls that Hindus have 
been taught a lesson of their lifetime because loss of Muslim life has been 
as appalling as that of Hindu life. As a resident of this city for the last 
35 years 1 have never vseeii so much solidarity among all classes of Hindus, 
from the Brahmin to the mehtar, from the Sikh to the Vaishnava, from the 
Bengalee Hindu clerk to the up-country goalas to repel the attacks of the 
assailants. Still the loss of life and property among Hindus and Muslims 
lhas been colossal and I shudder to think what w'ill befall the districts unless 
the Government turn a new* leaf and take prompt steps for controlling riot 
at its first appearance. Had the Government acted swiftly here on the 
16th and opened fire at tihe first oiitbreak of violence, 50 lives onlv instead of 
thousands would have l)een lo.st. To aAmid conflagration specially in East 
Bengal this Council should exjmess its opinion w-ith all the emphasis at its 
command. AVe must do everything in our i)ower to put an end to what is 
nothing but fratricide before our common father. In this connection, Sir, 

I want to put certain straight questions to the Chief Minister. The Ministry 
have failed to maintain law- and order — the primary duty of a civilised 
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GoveiDiiieiit ; tluis they have failed to save lives and properties of the 
governed. The (/hief Minister as the President of the Bengal Provincial 
League... (cries of No, no)... Has he nothing to do with the League? 
(Voices: Nothing.) He was President at the meeting* held on the IGth 
declaring the “Dii-ect Action” and was practically playing a double role 
which as an honourable gentleman he ou^^ht not to have done. Like Congress 
he ought to liave resigned before presiding over a mass meeting on the 
Direct Action Day. 1 would ask the Chief Minister why the processions 
were not projierly escorted by the Police. ■ The Chief Minister being in 
charge of Home portfolio ouglit to liav© seen that all the processions are 
under proper Police escort — which even religious processions are bound to 
have. Did lie do it? Wlien jirocessions are found unruly and disorderly 
the Chief ought to have declared them unlawful and would certainly take 
steps to see them disiiersed. Did he do it? 

I need not dwell on the control room controlled by the Cliief. When 
Pome was burning Nero was fiddling, l^lay I ask here if “inaction” of the 
Police during the Kith and a pait of the 17th which brought alM)ut the gveat 
killing and looting was not the outcome of the deliberate conspiracy? Will 
the llon’blc Minister rejdy to these points? 

These facts are sullii'ient to give him cause for resignation. He has 
failed to maintain law and ordci* of (he city and of tlu‘ Ib’ovince and therefore 
he should resign. The Ministry should lie ri'shutlied and with Hindus and 
Mu.slims a good Ministi-} should be formed in order to save the country from 
further trouble. 

Mr. Cl MORGAN: Mr. Ib-esidenl, Sir, 1 rise to speak on behalf of all 
peaceful citizens of Calcutta and residents in Bengal. 1 am a resident of 
Bengal. It is no! a (pK'stion of who thianv the first brick. That aspect can 
b(‘ d(‘alt with by the C’ommittee of Enquiry which w’as asked for by both 
parties. It is a i|U(‘stion of what steps wviv taken by (Tovernim'iit to prevent 
any one throwing bricks. We are not criticising Cfovernment because it 
l'a])p(ms to b(3 a Muslim (Tovernment. Had any other Governnnmt been in 
power, our critici>jn Avould have been the same, if the failure of maintaining* 
law and order liad had similar r(‘sults as that which, in our opinion, brought 
al)out the disaster of Kith to Pith August. If a (yornmiltee of Emiuiry had 
not been appointed 1 would {indiably have niov(‘d an uniendnient for the 
setting 11]) of such an Emiuiry, Now that the CommittiM' has Immui set iij) 
we can await its n'port Ixd'ore taking an\ definite action. We will then 
have the facts liefore us and can judge (rovernnHuit on those findings. Wo 
hojie the Commission of Emjuiry wdll submit its rejioi't at an <‘arly date. 
We particularly want to know whether the Child' Minister, who was in 
charge of the portfolio of hnv and order, ordered adequate preparations to 
be made as would jireveiit trouble. We do not know what orders w'ere given 
to the jiolice on Pith and 17th August. From jire.ss reports it wais not till 
12-d() p.m. on Saturday 17th that the Police intimated they could not control 
the situation ; and after consultation with the (diicf Secretary, the military 
were called out in supjiort. 

Sir, in view* of what was said by the Op])osition, and by me on Thursday 
the 16th and from the rejily given by the Chief Minister, it w^as evident to 
every one that trouble w*as to be expected. What orders were given to the 
Police in advance to meet possible trouble? 

We know the Police force is ((uite inadequate to cope wdth rioting in 
Calcutta and in the mufassal. As (Tovernment must have known this why 
was military aid not asked for in the first instance. Other plac.c.s in India 
did this. Why not Bengal. This is a question, Sir, of tin- failure of 
Goveniment, how'ever constitut(‘d, to jirotect the people committed to their 
charg-e. On that score the present Governnient could not escape criticism. 

1 do not know what the Chief Minister will say in reply to This debate, 
but, unless he can give this House facts, w'hich we are not in possession 
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of at present, which will show that all possible measures were taken to 
prevent trouble arising, and that the Police did all in their power to prevent 
and stop the rioting and wholesale slaughter on the 16th and 17th, but 
were overpowered, we cannot but be convinced that, whatever precautions 
were taken by Government they proved inadequate. I think, Sir, only a 
Coalition Government can function with any chance of stccess in Bengal. 

In our opinion a Ministry formed by either of the two major parties 
alone cannot l>e completely successful either in restoring peace and con- 
fidence, or in tackling the many urgent problems confronting the province. 
We consider that a Muslim T/eague- Congress Coalition is essential it we 
are to have peace and progress in this province, and I would appeal to the 
leaders of both parties to get together and form a Coalition as soon as 
possible. , 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, at the outset I must say 
that it is very unfortunate that the Opposition had selected an Adjournment 
Motion as an occasion for discussing one of the worst calamities that 
has liappened in the city of Calcutta as only two hours time is given to 
the motion an<l only 10 minutes for each member to speak on and all 
the members will not have even this 10 minutes to express their views 
in the matter. On an occasion like this I think we should put on record 
our sun pat hy and sorrow at the colossal loss of human lives 

of all communities and the sad plight to which the relations of the 
dec(*ased have been put. Sir, it is not time that we should now try to 
a])])ortion the blame. Time has come when we should take stock of 

the present situation. It is a fact and it is realised by everybody that 

the province is buried in sorrow and the feelings are high and that a 

spui'k h(‘re or a spark there may develop into a huge fire and be 

detrimental not only to the city but to the entire countryside and fresh 
conflagration may start. My Hindu friends know very well the scare that 
is jiow ])revalent in the villages. We art' anxiously watching the 

atmosjihere and we are trying to do our level best to see that the 
disturbances do not go beyond control wliitdi is possible to exercise in 
the city, but in the villages it will be impossible to control. The 

atmosphere is already tense and the least violence shown in the 

speeches hero or elsewhere will expose the people at large to dangers 
of mob violence. Sir, at the outset I should say tlmt Mr. Morgan's 
appeal for a Coalition Government is to a certain extent shared 

by me and 1 also admit that a coalition is essential for the purpose of 
bringing the two communities to an understanding of each other’s 

feelings, but a Coalition Government here in Bengal should have its 

countei-part in the Centre and in the 10 other provinces. As there is 

no coalition in the Centre and in the 10 other provinces a coalition here 
alone may not prove much of a success as those of the other communities 
who will be taken in us Ministers in the Coalition Government may fight 
outside their office rooms on communal lines and put counter proposals. 
Therefore it will l)e an absurdity to have a coalition here alone, Bengal 
being divorced from the rest of the country where the Government are 
not run on an all-party basis. Therefore, Sir, let us have the support 
of all sections of the people, Bengalee Hindus in particular, to press upon 
the Congress elsewhere to see that a coalition is really brought about, 
to start with at the Centre, and then let it be a coalition all over the 
country. Then only we can have a really progressive administration 
working for the people of the country and having the confidence of the 
people. 

Now, Sir, coming to the riot itself. My friends opposite and the 
Leader of the Congress have viewed the question entirely from one side, 
from the point of view of their community. May I remind him what I 
said on the 15th August, i.e., the day previous to the Direct Action 
Day. I said that day that there was no apprehension so far as the 
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Muslims were concerned of any riot or any trouble brewing as the 
Muslims • were only exercising their legitimate right of having a 
demonstration td express their political convictions. The trouble, if 
there was any, will be from the Opposition, from the Hindus, and, as 
a matter of fact, everything was being done by the Hindus from the 
r2th to thwart the Muslim demonstration. Here 1 have got a pamphlet 
in my liand issued over the signatures of Hindu Malmsabha leaders like 
Mr. Ashutosh Lahiri, Secretary of the Bengal Hindu Mahasabha, 
Mr. Nareiidra Nath Das, President of the same, Mr. Makhan Lai Bisw^as, 
Mr. D. K. Ghosh and others belonging to the same organisation, on the 
14th August inciting the Hindus to see that the Muslim Direct Action 
Day and the hartal that was observed the same day, namely, the Kith 
August, was not peaceful and ended in a fia.seo. What they w’ished for 
had actually come about leading to riots, looting, etc. Perhaps it ivas 
their fear that if the hartal succeeded Paki.stan would be established. 
What greater incentive could there Ix^ to exeite the Hindus to see 
that the peaceful demonstration that was declared ('ii the Kith is 
obstructed and declared a failure ^ Once you have started a campaign 
of obstruction, is it any w’onder that it will end in the way it did*:^ On 
the IGth, the earliest cases of woumled and dead to come to the liospituls 
wnue at 7-30 a.m. and came from the Shambazar side, and hospital 
records will show lhat right up to 1-30 p.m. in the afternoon of that day 
practically 00 per cent, of the injur(‘d who were coming in were all 
Muslims. It is a fact that most of the Muslim imocessionists were 
attacked at the veiy beginning of their start and this Avill show the 
amount of piepaiation the Hindus liad mach' to j)iit up this obstruction. 
But tlic Liuiuii) (Commission will go into tlicm, and 1 need not go into 
them now. \V(‘ have got enormous details tliat Avill show bow the 
Hindus had been j)r('p!iiing tb(*mselves, liow they at first assaulted the 
Mussalinaiis in the Hindu quarters and how th(\v wa‘re taken completely 
1)\ Mirpiise. School bo\'.s and girls of a t(‘ndei- ag(‘, old imm and 
women were murdered tliat day. It cannot b(‘ conceived that anybody 
who was going to attend a meeting would Ibink that his life would be 
in danger on bis way to the imuding or on his way back home. But, 
Sir, that is what has liapiicnod and these, unarmed pcojilc w(‘rc massacrcrl 
on the K)tli afternoon, and it went on right up to the ]8tU 
and Muslims were being kilh‘d, but soon the Muslims w'ok(^ up. Gn the 
17th morning, I tried to contact some Hindu leaders and came in touch 
with some in order to impre.ss upon them the necessity of going 
round the city and calling a halt to this killing. But, Sir, on some 
excuse or other, they were unwilling or thought that it would be useless 
to do so, for the Hindus knew that they were fully prepared 
to carry on the campaign of killing wdiich they had started after a good 
preparation beforehand and would be able to d(‘al with the city and 
the poor Muslims according as they chosi*. But on the 18th the Muslims 
too began to stir and retaliation came from them. It is true and I am 
most grieved that so many Hindu lives were lost, as I am grieved that 
so many Moslem lives were also lost. It is also a fact that those who 
were quite unarmed were assaulted and done to death in the 
most brutal manner. Sir, the wamst feature of the riot was the j)art 
that organised Hindu educated young men took. It was not a riot 

limited to goonclas, and carters, or to Sikhs as it happened in the case 
of past riots, but this time it is organised Hindu educated young men 
that have started cowardly attacks and assassinations on unarmed and 
defenceless Moslems. Even children of seven months were not spared 
and the tragedy of the whole thing is that in most cases when the first 

blow was struck “Jai Hind” was the first word that was uttered. Instead 

of being a word characteristic of the Hindu nation’s political 

aspirations this expression will go down in history as the invocation of 
the most cowardly fury for attacking unarmed and helpless fellow beings. 
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Tlie question of police not taking any action has been raised and I 
may say that on the 16th we did not see any police On the 
17th also right up to 2 o’clock in the afternoon practically there was no 
sign of the police. We have asked the Hon’hle Chief Minister to explain 
tliis as to why there was no police on these two days, while 
fhe hooligans were engaged in killing and looting. Speaking a few 
hurried w’ords as he was very busy, he said that he had already ordered 
for the military to be brought in, but uj) to 2-60 p.m. on the 16th, we 
saw no military on the streets of Calcutta. But w^e want to ask: was he 
properly advised by the executive machinery to keep order in 
the city. Either Ihe police w^as deliberately inactive or could not cope 
with Uie situation throughout— wdiei her they are Muslim or Hindu, I 
do not like to know. But w’e want to know^ lunv the police behaved 
wdien information w'as given to them that at Jagu Balm Bazar about 200 
Muslims wdio w^ere coming from south to north y^^ere attacked by 10,000 
Hindus. The Bhow^anipore police w'ere informed that hundreds of Sikhs 
^were moving wdth drawn swords and creating road blockades. 
The Bhow'anipore police-station reported that they did not find any Sikhs, 
that they were working peacefully in the workshops. Thus when 
actually Muslims were being slaughtered, the Bhow'anipore police took 
no action 

(Here the member reached the time limit and resumed his seat.) 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, the jiresent situation of the country 
wdien the public mind is greatly agitated over the tragedy which befell the 
city of ( alcutta 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, come to the microphone. We can’t 
hear you. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: You will hear. Sir, now 

Never wos the calamity befalling India greater than the inhuman 
slaughter o\ humanity during the civil war at Ahmedabad, Bombay, 
Calcutta and other iilaces. Never was needed a gi-eater control over one’s 
languagt', tone and temper than it needs at the moment. 1 have been 
most extnmiely shocked, my leelings have been most dee])ly wounded 
on account of the general massacre of men, W'omen and children. 1 
am quite in agreement with my colleagues of the Congress benches that 
law; and order, peace and tranquillity should be maintained: But, vSir, 
owing to the atmosphere noAv ])revailing, 1 honestly differ as regards 
the course adopted by tbem. Are they not going to endanger the peace, 
life and property of the i)eo])le by the path they have chosen? The real 
remed.N lies not in moving or canning an adjournment motion, but in 
our good will and sincerity. The solution depends on the political 
settlement betAveen the different communities concerned on the basis of 
recognition of mutual rights and claims and by the abandonment of 
the idea of domination, surrender and submission at the point of bayonet 
borroAvt'd from alien creditors. If anybody deserves condemnation, it 
i.s the policy of shamele.ssly appeasing one community and mercilessly 
sacrificing the others, followed by the Viceroy and the British Cabinet 
led by the Labour Party in England. 

1 shall now' deal w'itli the latter portion of the adjournment motion 
Avhere it is stated that no proper and timely steps liaA’e been taken to 
prevent the occurrence. 

Sir, the Leader of the Opposition has also said that direction was 
given to the judice to be inactiA'e. Sir, I do not knoAv whether timely 
and proper action Avas taken. Sir, I do not know' whether the Ministry 
W’as c()nfronted wdth the difficulty in the w'ay of communal and sectarian 
prejudices of the police service whereby Hindu police officers might have 
shot tlie Muslims and Muslim police officers might have shot 
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the Hindus and the Caste Hindu police officers might have shot the 
Scheduled * Castes. But I know, Sir, that His Excellency having been 
invested under the Act of 1985, with discretionary power, individual 
judgment and special responsibility for the prevention of menace to 
tranquillity and peace can reduce the Ministry to a nullity, if he merely 
wills it. The fact that His Excellency did not interfere raises to a non- 
observer of the occurrence, a reasonable presumption that timely action 
was not taken. 

Now, Sir, I shall deal with another part of the resolution, wliero 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das said that the Ministry failed to prevent the 
occurrences from occurring. Sir, I do not assume that the honourable 
mover of this adjournment motion, Mr. Lalit (‘handra Das, is ignoiant 
of the realities that hiAv and order cannot prevent a crime, but, Sir, law 
and order can sup])ress it. Ct^nld the Congress (irovernments in the other 
pj'ovinces backed by th^ experience of the disturbances of Calcutia, 
being armed with bayonets of the British at their disposal and determined 
to shoot the people to save the face of the Interim Oovtwnmenf at tJie 
Centie, prevent riots from occurring When ])eo])le are determined to 
fight for their conviction, no amount of suppression can prevent a riot. 

Sir, with tliese few words, T take my seat. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Sir, I beg to support 
the resolution moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. The terrible 
massacre of tliousands of men, women and children and the wanton acts 
of arson and loot tlial was ])eri)etrated in ( alcutta on the Muslim League 
Direct Action Da> , i.c., on the Kith day of August, and subsequent days is 
unprecedented and un])aralleled in tin* history of India. 

At the lowest com])utation about fiv(‘ to seven thousanil men, women 
and childrcm were killed and butchert*d and 80, ()()() or more W(*re injured 
and maimed in the shoi)s, residential houses and streets of ('alcutta. 

It was a surprise attack on the Hindu residents W'ho were lulled into 
a false sense of security by the declarations of some of the leaders of the 
Muslim Iveagin*. 

This \vas intended to strike terror into tlhe hearts of the Hiudus by 
nia'>s massac*re, arson and loot in purely Nadir Shahi fasliion. But tin* 
ultjuiate result was that both Hindus and Muslims had to die vi(dent 
death at the hands of riotous mobs and ]H'operties worth crores of rup(‘es 
mostly belong-ing to Hindus were either looted, burnt, or otherwise 
destro^ ed. 

Let us enquire w'hat led to this horrilile carnage. 1 would like to 
ask honourable members to recall some outstanding facts that took place 
in recent months. First, the open threat, of civil war by Muslim League 
leaders unless Pakisthan was conceded. Secondly, the resentment of the 
Muslim League at the Cabinet Mission’s “No” to Pakistan demand. 
Thirdly, the Muslim League Couiicil’s resolution revoking the a(‘(’eptanc<i of 
Cabinet Mission’s plan as a whole and the further resolution of Direct 
Action. Fourthly, the adoption by the Muslim Iveague of the slogan of 
“Larke Lenge Pakistan”. Fifthly, the mischievous public declaration by 
Kbw^aja Nazimuddin, Muslim League Working Committee Member, saying 
that Bengal Muslims knew’ what was meant by Direct Action and that the 
Ix*ague (lid not believe in non-violence. Sixthly, the Bengal Chief Minister 
Mr. Suhrawardy’s statements in -which he practically declared that if any 
Interim (jovernment at the (Centre w’as formed w’ithout the League, 
Bengal w’ould declare independence. Seventhly, the declaration by the 
League Ministry of Bengal that the Direct Action Day would be a public 
holiday in the teeth of the opposition of all other sections of the people 
of this province. 
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The cumulative effect of all these was to excite the Muslim Leaguers 
to a very high pitch of frenzy and they were made to believe that as 
Bengal was already a Pakistan area they could do anything they liked 
with the Hindus. 

It is well-known that Mr. Suhrawardy, Bengal’s Chief Minister, 
exercises considerable influence over the Calcutta goondas, and this influence 
has made him what he is today. 

On tile 15th August, he declared in this House that the 16th was 
notified as a public holiday, with a view to prevent any possible disturb- 
ances. But while he was giving this assurance to this House, 
his agents were importing goondas (including many externed goondas) 
from outside and his followers in this city were collecting lathis, daggers, 
swoids, brickbats and other lethal weapons for Direct Action. 

Though every procession in Calcutta requirt^ a licence and police are 
deputed to see that no disturbance can take place, the Direct Action Day 
processions of the Muslim League had no licence and no police was deputed. 
ProceBsion after procession started from all parts of the city and 
moved towards the maidan with all sorts of lelhal weapons. On their 
way to and back from ihe maidan, every Hindu sho]) either open or closed 
was broken into, looted and destroyed and persons found therein were 
killed or murderously assaulted. 

The innocent Hindu pedestrains wherever found were attacked, 
mercilessly assaulted and killed. Hindu sho])s were looted, burnt and 
destroyed. Hindu residential houses were broken open, inmates, men, 
wonnui aTid childi’en, were either instantaneously killed or dragged out 
on the streets and mercilessly beaten to death. Even babies in mothers’ 
jirins wer(‘ not spared. They were cut to pieces before the eyes of their 
mothers or thrown out of windows or from the roof to perish on tihe streets 
below. School and (‘ollege students were dragged out from their messes and 
hostels and backed to death. Family after family of Hindu residents were 
wiped out on(‘ after another in a most cruel and brutal manner. As if these 
were not sufficient the Muslim mob paraded the trunkless heads and headless 
trunks of murdered Hindu men and women in the public streets. While all 
these were being done by the Muslim mob, lorries and taxis with loads of 
lathis ^ daggers, brickbats, petrol and kerosene were being driven to several 
fronts to supply them to the Muslim goondas and rioters. 

Mr. Suhrawardy's own motor vehicle and vehicles under his control 
were seen moving about — to supply bread and milk and other provisions 
to the riotous imd) and he himself was found to move about 
amongst the rioters in perfect safety and to talk to them heedless of the 
calls and cries of the unfortunate victims for help. This carnage went 
on for two days and two nights without the slightest attempt on the part 
of the Government of Bengal or on the part of Mr. Suhrawardy, though 
he was often seen in Lai Bazar police office. The police was conspicuous 
by its absence and wherever one or t \\'0 stray constables or sergeants 

were found, they stood like statues, save ana except when they were 

found to join in the loot. They paid no heed to calls for help, if they 
cared to reply, their reply was “Hookum Nehi Hai”. 

The most distressing part of the whole affair was that Muslim oflicers 
in charge of police-stations, w^ere actually found to join in the zehad 
against the Hindus. Muslim citizens supposed to be respectable were 

found to use their guns against their Hindu neighbours living in their 

houses. And the corainander-in-chief of the Muslim National Guard in 
uniform — one league M.L.A. — led the guards in action. 

The Police Commissioner and Deputy Commissioners and several 
thana Officers were repeatedly phoned by many Hindu residents for 
immediate help, but in most cases there was either no response, or no 
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help with the result that most of the unfortunate men who could not 
escape had to die at the hands of the hooligans. But Muslim calls were 
promptly attended to and immediate help was ordered. After a time 
the telephone system was adapted for the. benefit of the rioters. While 
Hindus in danger could not have connections with the authorities or 
relatives, the rioters could. It is shocking to hear that even in the carry- 
ing of the dead or injured discrimination was shown and while Muslims 
injured were promptly taken to hospital, Hindus were left to die in the 
streets. The Muslim dead also were picked up and carried away while 
<he Hindu dead were left for the vultures. 

It is said that the Chief Minister himself had passed orders definitely 
asking the police not to interfere even if there were any disturbances. 
The Chief Minister who was apprehensive of disturbance on the 15th 
August, did not take any precautionary measures against any possible 
outbreak of violence and did not raise his little finger during the first 
two days to ])iit down the disturbance by rigorous police measures. The 
reason was obvious. This cannot be the conduct of any man who did 
not know anything about what was going to (lappen. It is the conduct 
of the man who appears to have deliberately ])lanned it and who wanted 
to see it through according to his plan. Fortunately for Calcutta, the 
Hindus after recovering from the first shock of the surprise attack had 
to organise defence and began to resist the hooligans. But for this the 
loss of lives would have been ten times greater. When the defenders of 
Hindu Calcutta took uj) the defence successfully in various parts of th(^ 
city, tihe header thought his game was up and the military wavS called up at 
the last moment. The sacking of ('alcutta could not succeed to the fuilcsi 
extent, but even then the loss of life and property was appalling. 

These facts clearly show that the Muslim League leaders deliberately 
created the situation which culminated in this carnage; that what happened 
in Calcutta was pre-arranged and Mr. Suhrawardy’s hand was distinctly 
visible in the plan and its execution; that be deliberately and with a purpose 
omitted to take any ))recaution to prevauit any outbreak of violenc.e; that he 
deliberately and with a purpose definitely jirevented flu? police frrun doing 
their duty in maintaining law and order and made the police pawns in his 
nefarious game. 

It has been suggested that the Hindus were responsible for all this 
as they had first attacked the non-violent and peaceful Moslem proces- 
sionists when they were not even prepared for tluu’r defence 
Nothing could be farther from truth and there is overwhelming evidence 
to give the lie direct to this false defence. If really the Hindus were 
aggressors and if Mr. Suhrawardy was anxious to prevent disturbances 
he had no excuse for his conduct. He had no excuse for not taking an\ 
precautionary measures beforehand; he had no excuse in not taking 
any action for two days when according to him his innocent faithfuis- 
his Muslim Leaguers, were being attacked and killed by tlie Hindus. 
Mr, Suhrawardy signally failed to do his duty to his God, to his 
community and to his country, leaving aside the ((uestion of the protec- 
tion of the Hindus. A repetition of such carnage can never be prevented 
unless Mr. Suhrawardy, the man responsible for all this, is put 
on his trial. Bengal demands a public trial of the Minister in charge* 
of Law and Order. The tormented souls of those Hindus and Muslims 
who met with such violent and cruel death for the acts and omissions of 
Mr. Suhrawardy are crying for justice and they wull not rest in peace 
till he is brought to hook. And in the meanwhile Mr. Sulirawardy and 
his Ministry having proved themselves unworthy of the trust reposed 
in them, having proved themselves unfit to protect the lives and properties 
of the people of the provimMJ — must abdicate or be dismissed without any 
further delay. 
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Before I conclude I must tell all concerned that the Hindus of Bengal 
are determined not to submit to terrorism and goondaism — that all your 
attempts to terrorise must fail. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: 1 consider it 
singularly inopportune, Sir, to discuss a matter of such grave calamity 
in an adjournment motion. But I shall take this opportunity of convey- 
ing the sympathy of every one of ' this House, our deep sense 
of condolence for those who have suffered and fallen victims, innocent 
victims of this disturbance in Calcutta. I entirely agree that if there is 
any value of a motion of this character it is, as Mr. Morgan has pointed 
out today, the prevention of any recurrence or recrudescence of any such 
trouble not only in Calcutta, but anywhere else in Bengal; it has got no 
other value. 

Sir, I feel that this is an occasion on which tempers and conduct should 
be so guided that they must not have any reaction anywhere outside. 
And we should l>e wholly untrue to the traditions of any Lt‘gislature, if 
by any single sentence in our speech anything is done which might create 
conditions of violence and disorder anywhere, so that we should all be 
very careful about the language we use in the Legislature. But I am 
very sorry to obseive that there has been one such speech here which may 
well flare up the feeling of both communities, particularly when a 
(hmmission is sitting over the whole affair. 

Sir, in discussing this matter, one aspect is forgotten. First of all 
I say there is actually no value in saying just now, who began it. 

Nothing is more disastrous than to apportion blame at the time when 
there is still tension. At present this should be in the background. I 

think the Muslim community under the great leaders of the League 
should be given some intelligence, .some sense and saniiy; it is sheer 
madness to suggest that they ])lanned to create troubles on the Direct 
Action Day in fVilcutta — in this city oi (alcutta where the Muslim 
po])ulatioii is very small in comparison with the population of other 

communities, where the Muslim community is suirounded by thick 

population of other communities, a (dtv which is ]>o])ulated not by one 
community, but by various communities, again a city in which other 
communities are large in number, well provided and organised, with all 
strategic and economic advantages, with many organisations in social 
services, education and culture. Tlie Muslims must be insane to begin 
this Direct Action Day, as suggested, not anywhere in Bengal, hut in 
the city of Calcutta. T at least think that no sane person could work 
for that. There are so many aspects of that question that ^t is far 
better to avoid the issue. Much has been said about the action or inaction 
of the police or the Government. It is a complaint of a large section of 
the Muslims that they have suffered much due tt) that. I am giving you, 
Sir, one or two such instances not from a Muslim pajier, but from a 
reputed Congress paper of this cit> . Every Muslim shop from Sliamhazai- 
to College Street was burnt between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. on the 16th. 
Only Muslim shops were burnt. Books of every Muslim book shop were 
taken out and hooks were burnt on the street to avoid Hindu 
shops being burnt. 1 do not want to say now, how it was done, but this 
is a fact. What I want to .say is that while members of tihe 
Legislature have been saying all that they have said with such a tension 
still existing, they should realise that tliere is the other side which is 
also to be considered. 1 have seen press reports about the occurrences 
and these reports are matters for investigation. Being a lawyer I do 
not want to pass any judgment on it. Then there is another report about 
some incident that happened in Bhowanipore. It is the report of the 
17th in the press. Immediately after the procession passed Bhowanipore 
every Muslim shop in Bhowanipore area was looted ; these are also 
matters for investigation. These are matters which are to be considered. 



Then, Sir, with regard to police we should not forget that ordinary police 
organisations are not organised on an extensive riotoasis. Ordinarily it is 
organised on a peace-time basis. If rioting goes on on a large scale and 
if the rioters begin rioting on a large scale, there is no police in the world 
to stop it suddenly 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDARs There was no judice at all- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: These are matters 
which should be considered. In this connection I would make an a]>peal 
to the press as 1 do feel that the pre.ss can create a situation and uucreate 
a situation. There have been certain circulations of reports and rumours 
through the press which exasperate the jieople. False rumours have In^en 
given publicity. This should not be done. It is very important that in 
publishing news, they should be very cautious. I appeal to the press not 
to bring in matters of a communal character. 

How^ many .lorries and cars w'ere burnt in the past after accidents, 
with no communal colour given. Men were maltreated. Hut today the 
slightest incident is given a communal colour. On the street w^e find 
twm men fighting and we give it a communal colour, saying tliai Hindus 
and Muslims are fighting. It may be a Hindu and a Muslim fighting, 
but that does not necessarily mean that it is of a communal character. 
Let there he a peaceful atmosphere. For .(jod’s sake do not think that 
the entire Muslim League consists of gooiidas, or that the Muslim 
League gooiuhis came out with daggers, latkia and swords in (Ailcutta 
during that time. Let us also not forget that taking advantage of these 
disturbances in Calcutta unruly elements of all communities 
participated in looting. Unimpeachable evidences are furnishe<] by the 
Congress press which show that looting was done by unruly elements 
belonging to all communities. I know' of a report io show that a wine 
shop was looted by persons not belonging to the Muslim community, but 
by persons belonging to anofher community. 1, therefore, appeal to 
the press that they should try their level best to create a situation 
which might bring about peace and amity. Unfortunately, 1 have seen 
that even Chief Minister hs peace speeches did not esca]>e most adverse 
comments in the press. If you scan the papers in which speeches of the 
(diief Minister appeared, you will find w'hat reaction they had. I api)eal 
to the press again to be peaceful. We Hindus and Muslims will have to 
live in Bengal together. I believe and it is a fact that no minority 
can be crushed. The Jew'ish community after 2,000 years of persecution 
is still a vital community, not to speak of a minoiity of 4b per ceni. 
Why should you think that the Muslims are trying to crush th(‘ Hindus'' 
The Muslims are not such fools as to believe in crushing the Hindus in 
view of their economic, educational and social conditions. The Muslims 
will rather improve their own position than try to weaken the position ot 
the Hindus. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Mr. President, Sir, I am 
sure that the House will bear with me, if 1 am unable in the very 
inadequate time at my disposal to deal with all the points raised during 
the debate. I shall endeavour to be selective and deal with some of the 
high lights. I consider this very unsatisfactory as this will give ample 
opportunities to those critics and new'spapers, w'ho have done nothing 
else, but accused me, maligned me, abused me, to attack me further. 
In the Great Calcutta Killing — a very appropriate definition of 
the senseless slaughter and butchery — in w'hich even men supposed to 
be civilised and cultured descended to a level worse than the cruellest 
beasts has found its reflex in the senseless, merciless, brutal 
and whoEy unjustified attacks on my person, no less savage than lathu 
or. knives, and I do not expect that these would-be murderers will so 
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soon letrace their steps or confess to their mistakes, however irrefutable 
and true my arguments may be and however false their charges and 
accusations/ I do not blame those newspapers which in their first flash 
of this overwhelming tragedy put the blame on me as the chief 

ciil])rit. Generous feelings must have been wounded to the quick at 
the holocaust that was spreading around us and if some got hysterical 
joid some allowed their imagination to have full vent and some their 
spite, one can hardly blame them. It does not matter what steps I 
took or could have taken. It does not matter what the resources of 
Government w^ere. It does not matter what my powers are or the extent 
of my responsibilities, the Chief Minister stands out as the mam 

target at which everyone, big or small, can have his fling ! These 
attacks undoubtedly took a political turn as anybody wlio had eyes 
could see for himself. J could not meet those attacks at that time, for 
all my energies were directed towards the restoration of peace and 
anything which I might have said in reply may have retarded the moves 
they were making. Thank heavens, they were able almost miraculously 
to bring about peace in two days’ time. I was nol wandering, 

Sir, into a political discussion in dealing with the main jioints arising 

out of this tragedy. It will be difficult, 1 am in a difficult position so 

far as that is concerned, if I began to give the history of these riots 

and an indication regarding which was the party that was mostly 

jesponsible for it. I shall leave that to the Commission. But it is 
certain that these riots would never have taken jdace had not the political 
situation been what it was. llartah have taken place l)ef()re. There have 
been harfah' during liolidavs and yel such a sihiation never aTose. There 
can be no doubt about it as I have said not once or twice 

but several times in my speeches before the fateful IGth of August, that 
if there is internecine warfare in the country at large, anybody who has 
any sense of fairplay and justice will place the jnain blame on the 
(’abinet Mission and the manner in which it has played with the feelings 
of the Muslims and of the Hindus. There can be no doubt about it 
that it was they who have been responsible for this estrangejoent between 
the two nations. There can be no doubt that it is they who 

brought about such a situation, that feelings of hatred were aroused 
between the two peoples and found their expression on that day. 

And then there was the backgi’ound of lawlessness coming from the 
fateful decision of August 1945, a background wdiich it was (|uite clear 
had led the peo})]e to feel that they could continue lawlessness in the 
city with impunity, and a background which had paralysed the police 

into inactivity. For this responsibility must be undertaken by those 

who are responsible for this w^ave of lawlessness which had sw^ept over 
('alcutta for the last year, and for the mannei in which the police had 
been baited, which probably appears to be almost the only solution, 
the only reason for the police inactivity regarding which both Houses 
liave complained. I ^vender, Sir, if really Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar or Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish believe for 
a moment that I should have been responsible for these riots — that J 
who had been working night and day for the welfare of the 
province should have suddenly entered upon a scheme in order to see 
the people of Calcutta die in their thousands. I am glad that the} 
have raised certain points which I can meet, certain points which bordei- 
80 much on insanity that wTien the honourable members w’ere speaking 
I was wondering whether I w^as listening to speeches in a 
Council Chamber or to the outpourings of mad men. To suggest that 
I could have passed orders to the police not to interfere with the riot 
or disorder — that anybody can make a suggestion like this absolutely 
passes all bounds of imagination, and yet they have been deliberatel.\ 
uttered W some spokesmen of their community on the floor of the 
House. But I am glad that those words have been uttered, because I 



1946.] ADJOJiRNMElSLJ MOTION. 351 

believe that those are the kinds oi whisperings and talks and statements 
that are going round the Congress press. Sir, I have been asked 

as to what steps had been taken on tlie Kith August by the police and, 
more, I have been asked by no less a person than the leader of the 
European group — what did I do to warn the police that things were 
brewing? As a matter of fact I did wawi them, and all my speeches, 
as he has confessed, show that i had told the police that danger was 
looming ahead and that they ought to he taking precautions, but even 
if I did not send out any warning, does the honourable member think 
that I am in charge of the Criminal Investigation Department oi- the 
Intelligence Branch that it is for me to ask the police, to inform the 
police regarding the conditions in the city or is it for the police lliemselves 
to know how things are brewing? It is rather for tlie police 

to inform me what the position is. I never knew tor a moment that 
it is the duty of the Minister to inform the police about the j)osition. 
In Bombay, when the riots broke out, the Hoirble Minister in charge 
of Law and Order was staying in lh)ona and never visited Bombay 
before the first four days. So it is something so jmerile, so (diildish to 
place the responsibility of informing the police regarding tlie condition 
in Calcutta on the Minister that I think the honourable member does not 
even appreciate what is the constitutional and moral lesponsibility of 

the Minister. 

Mfi HARIDA8 MAJUMD.AR; What about the pro(*-ession and escort? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Wait. But let me tell 

you that the police were fully aware of tin* danger and I have reports 
from them as to what steps they took in this Indialf. On the Kith 
August they put into action what is known as emergency scheme, but 
whether that emergency scheme was satisfactory or not, that is a 

matter for the police and not for the Minister. You must know one 
thing which has been well brought out by an honourable member arnl 
that is that the police in Calcutta are not mobilised on a basis of such 
a general conflagration. They maj^ deal witli riots here and there, 

uprisings here and there and disturbances in localised jilaces. But is 
there any police or armed force, or any army, wJiich can meet anywhere 
a situation when fighting was going on in ever> sCeet, every bye-lane 
and lane? The police came out and mobilised theii' emergency scheme. 
[ ask you one thing more and 1 give you credit of some 

intelligence to follow what 1 am going to say, and that is — could 1, the 
Minister, have told the police “do this and do that”? Could I order the 
Police Commissioner or the police to mobilise in a particular manner ? 
When there is a Commander in the field mobilising his forces no Minister 
can possibly interefere and say that he should mobilise in some 

other way. If the Commissioner of Police thinks that for the proper 
utilisation of the force at his disposal, he can do so by lorry 

patrols, I cannot tell him to utilise the force by means of putting uj) 
pickets — I cannot ask him to place the armed pickets in such and such 
a manner. If I were to tell him that, he is not going to listen to the 
Minister. Law and order and responsibility for maintaining law and 
order in Calcutta is that of the Cojnmissioner of Police and no Minister 
and no higher authority can interefere with him. It is absolutely 

stupid, puerile and insane to suggest that I could have told the 

Commissioner of Police, while I was in the Lalbazar Control Room, 
not to interfere, not to attack and not to fire. One honourable member 
has asked why curfew was not imposed on the first day. As a matter 
of fact, curfew was imposed and not only at my instance, but it was 
enforced, because I forced the issue. Order under section 144 was also 
issued. Then, Sir, I was asked why the military was not called out. 
I may say that military was called out, but I do not know whether 2, 
3, 5 or 10 battalions were called. I do not even know how much there 



are in one batiulioiJ. All I can say is that I appreciation, when 

the military should be called and it was ^>‘iveft' on that very day, Friday. 
It was on this very day when the ipcident took place that 1 
went out on a tour of the city. It is said b> an honourable member that 
my car was seen at various places: true it was found at various places, 
because I went out with the Chief Whip of the (.'ongress Group of the 
liower House and a jnembei of the ('omniunist Party. We went out 
for the pur])Ose of trying to see whetlrer we could not bring about peace. 
The Muslims listened to me and they dispersed from the held 

but when we went to the Hindus in Burj*a Bazar those two gentlemen 
got out, but nobody caim* to listen to them. As far as 1 am concerned 

1 got brickbats, d'he fj-ont avIk'cI of my car was smashed as also tin* 

windscreen and my car Avas hammered. The police wanted to shoot 

and J implored them not to shoot and this was the hrst time that 1 
wanted the i)olic(' not to do a thing Avhich they wanted to. That is 
what 1 did on that daN . It is said that my car was moving about from 
place to jdace. 1 again came back t<j the area and implored both the 
Hindus and the Muslims to be peaceful and then came to Lai Bazar at 

2 o’clock and told the (.'ommissioner of Police that the military had to 

be called out. Bui certainly it was not my business to see how many 
jnilitary men came cmt, Avhere the> were j)laced, how they were 

j)lac(^(l. These are not matters whicdi a Minister should h)ok into. 

Certainly it was not tin* Minist<*r's business t(j see as to what i)ositions 
tin* military should occupN , which way they were going to travel, where 
the ])iekets ought t(> he })laced, whethei' the\ \\ (*]e going to iiave mobile 
])eti‘ols. This Is a matt(*r wliich is eiitiicly between the ])olice and tin* 
militai\\, but so fai' as 1 am concerned I can give the In* to the libel 
u’hicli I found r(‘])(‘at(‘d (‘Ven in Bomba,\ that foi' two da\s the mihtaiy 
had not been called, 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Will the Hon’ble Mimstei please tell 
us at \Aliat hour seetioii 144 was ]>romulgateil ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: At niglit. (Mr. Lalit 

CliAMUtA i)\s: And when it was enforced hi 1 do not kuo\^ whether 
the order nas eni(U'((*d or not. I could not go througlioiit the whole of Cal- 
cutta, and sa\ to the polic(‘men \ou go and hit tliat man or kill that man. 

I could ])ass oiders and of (‘oiirse it was the duty of the ])olice 

lo sec lhal IIiom* ordt*rs uei<‘ <d)served. (Mk. B \NK1M Cn \ xMjk.v Datta : 
You ought to s(‘t* that tin* orders Aveie carried out.) II tliat is your 
answer that 1 had to see whether ev(*iy policeman was not 

doing his duty oi that it Avas my duty to he iu 4, ()()() places at onee 
then I am alia id I cannot hring you to reason. What I do say is I 
giv(‘ the lie to lh(*se statements coming from your mouths that I gave 
direction to the iiolice lo be inactive. J Avas there undouhtedly in ilie 
Conti'ol Jtooni. 1 was there Avatehiug the situation and the ('ommissioner 
of Police Av.is dealing Avitli the reports that were coming iu. 
He Avas sending out the parties to the various places and it was for me — 

J took ujion myself to say — again 1 tell you that the appieciation should 
Jiave come fiom my advisers and not from me to tliem — that the military 
should be called out. (A aoick : Wlieiii^) At 2 o’clock on Friday 
afternoon. It Avas at my request that His Excellency came out to 

appreciate the situation and we then came to La] Jlazar and then Avith the 

General made a tour of Calcutta. (Mu, Lalit Chandra Das: When you 
found that the military had not been called eA’en after your request AAdiy 
did you not resign K) 1 believe there is one thing more you should know 
and that is the roJe of tlie military. The military are not prepared to come 
out iu the beginning. 1 think Mr. Morgan’s information is wrong when lie 
says that the military was placed in position in the other province at the 
beginning of tlie riot. At any rate over here the military definitely 
took up the position that until the police certified that they were un^ible 
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to deal with the situation or were overwhelmed they were not 
coming out. They pointed nut that they wert‘ not here in order to do 
the police job for Calcutta and that they would (uily come out if and 
when the situation passed out of the control of the civil authorities. That 
is the position whicdi the military took up «nd lln'rofore il was not possible 
for us to pui the niilitary at various places. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: Sir. I iiiovr llial tiu' 
(piestion he now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Onler. The (juestioii hidorc lli(‘ llousi' is 
that the Motion be now put. 

(The question was put and agreed to. i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jU(‘slion befor(‘ the ffouse is tliair tliis Council 
do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgeiil ])ublic iniporl- 
ance and of recent occuirence, namely, the situalinn arrsing out of ilu' 
failure of the (jovorniiKMit to mainlain law and ordei, peaie and lran(|uillit v 
in the I'ity of Calcutta as from I be Kith August lasi lor full four days resull- 
ing in riots of un])ai’alleled savagerx . ca'^ualties mounting to aboui 
o.dOd kilh'd and about ld,ddd wounded, bi*sides brmikiug of shops and 
houses, setting them to fire and looting ol piopml ies worth crores of 
rujiees, no pioper and timely ste])s having la'cii takmi to prevmit them 
occurring. 


The motion was put and a Division was lakeii with the following 
l esult : — 


AYES— 17. 


Mr. Lalit Ch. Oas. 

Mr. Hetnendra Kr. Oas. 

Mr. Bankim Ch. Oatta. 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Ch. Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar. 

Mr. Nagondra Nath Mahalanobish. 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 


Raj Bahadur Nagendra Nath Ray. 

Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Ch. Sen. 


NOES— 29. 


Mr. Abduila-ai Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 
Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 
Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Moazzamuddin Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

AlhaJ Yar Ali Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mabarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlosur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 17 and Noes 29, the imition was lost. 


Official Resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ordei. Government jiroprisi* to mov(‘ a 
motion under section 103 of the Government of India, Act. Copies of 
this motion have already been circulated to bonoiirable members. 

SEVERAL MEMBERS: No, Sir, we have not received any copy yet. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: They were posted yesterday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We have not even received Order 
Papers for the last three days. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: That is why you have also not received any copy 
of the Motion. ' ■ » 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It would be better to follow the exist- 
iii^^ system of sending lists of business by messengfer peons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I think so. So the practii^e of sending 
papers through peons should be continued. What about the date of 
sending amendments to this Motion? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, we do not even know what 
the Motion is about. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, we sliall take up the matter tomorrow: 
we must wait till tomorrow. Tjet the honourable members receive their 
copies of the Motion. 1 adjourn the House till 11 a.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The (council Ihen adjourned till 11 a.m. on Wednesday, the 18th 
September, 1940. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 17th Se])tember 1940: — 

(1 ) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

) Khan Baha<lur Sk. Fazal Ellalii, 

(d) Mr. Mangturam daipuria, 

(4) Alhaj Klian Bahadur Sk. Muhammad Jan, 

(d) Mr. Humauin Z. A. Kabir, and 
(0) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 
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BENGAL UEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 


First Ssssi^, l94$—No. 21. 


Council met in the Lagislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 18th September, 1946, at 11 a.m., being the 2l8t 
day of the First Session of 1946, pursuant to section Q2i2){a) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Preaideni (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sinoh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Circulation of Order Papers, 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBiSH: Sir, I beg to bring to 

your notice that we are not getting our order papers for the last 3 or 4 
days and your order that t]ie\ should be sent by some messengers is not 
being carried out. 


Obituary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Arrang ements are being made 
Order, order. As a mark of respect to the memory of Lt.-Col. Sir Halan 
Suhrawardy ■\^ho u.sed to bo tlic Deputy President of the old Bengal Legis- 
lative Council the House stands adjourned till 11 a.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 11 a.m. on Thursday, the 19th September, 
1946 . 
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MMibers absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 18th September^ 1846: — 

(1) Mr. KT^. 8. Bourne, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid, 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Htiq Chowdhury, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Ellahi, 

^ (5) The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, 

(6) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(7) Al-hadj Khan^^hadiir Sk. Muhammad Jan, 

(8) * Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan, 

(10) Mr. T. B. Kimmo, 

(11) Dr. Kumud Sankar Boy, 

(12) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart, and 

(13) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1946 — No. 22. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of Ihe Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 19th September, 194G, at 11 a.m., l>eing the 
twenty-second day of the First Session of 194G, pursuant to section G2(^)(n') 
of the Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bljoy Pkasad SINGIi Koy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

Obituary Reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ITon^ble members, before we take up the business 
on today’s agenda it is my melancholy duty to jefer to the demise of 
Dr. Hasan Suhrawardy which event took place in the Calcutta School of 
Tropical Medicine on T'uesda> last where he had been admitted for treat- 
ment. i)r. Hasan Suhrawardv was an elected member of the old Bengal 
Legislative Council from 19*il to 1925 and was elected as its Deputy 
President for a term. He had been for a long time a Fellow of the 
Calcutta University, a Dean of tlie Faculty of Medicine and was Vice- 
Chancellor of the (University ot (Calcutta. He led the Indian Delegation at 
the British Funpire Univ('rsity Congress in Ijondon in 1931. He was one 
oi the first Members of the ihmgal Public Sm vice Commission constituted 
after tlie introduction of the Government of India Act, 1935, which ap]»oint- 
ment he resigned for ttiking up his duties as Adviser to the Secretary of 
State for India in Londan. Tie held this office up to 1944. On his return 
to India he took up })olitics in right i‘arnest and was ele(‘i(‘d to the (.-entral 
Legislative Assemblv at the last General Eh‘ction from Presidency cum 
Burdwan Division Muhammadan Kiiral Constituency. A man of chaming 
character with manv social 'sirlues and of considerahh* ability, Dr. Suhra- 
ward\ used to he liel'd iii high lespeet 1)\ the Hindus, Muslims nnd Furopeans 
alike all over India. Amongst them he had many friends and admirers. 
His death has Temoved from this Province one of thos(‘ ])ersonalities whoso 
services are hadl> needed to-day for re-establishing communal harmony 
])ctweeii the Hindus and ]\luslims throughout India. I personally have lost 
in his death a sincere friend and a well-wisher for whom I had great 
admiration, love and respect. 1 would request >(iU, gentlemen, to rise m 
your seats. 

(The members having stood in their j)la(;es.) 

Thank you. "With \oiir consent i would convey the condolence of the 
House to tile members of the bereaved family. 

(Several memrers : Yes, Sir.) 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
High prices af fish and milk in Chittagiong. 

104. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the HQn’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state if 
it is a fact that the prices of fish and milk in Chittagong are very high? 

(h) Is it a fact that fish is not available in sufficient quantities in 
Chittagong? 

(c) If so, do the Government propose to take adequate steps to bring down 
the prices of fish and milk to a reasonable level? 

(d) li not, why not? 
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The Hon’tile Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, may I answer 
the question on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain who happens to 
be absent from the House at the moment? 

Mt. PRESIDENT; Yes. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister-in-charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries): 

(a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Government have started some local schemes to aup^ment tlie supply 
of fish. A survey has also been undertaken with a view to increasing The 
fish and milk supply in Chittagong^- 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the HonM)le Mhiister be pleased to give a 
brief description of the local schemes that have been put into operation in 
Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, at present a 
survey is being inacb*; the scheme has j»ot been l.inncluMl into operation. 
The nature of the scheme will d(‘j)end on the result of the survey. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH ; Is the Hon hie Ministei 
aware that the price of fish has gone up abnormally throughout Bengal, 
not alone in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in tin 
affirmative. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH; And, if so, is there 
actually any scliemi* by vhich the (lovernmeni propose immediately t( 
bring down the price of fish all over the Ihovinee? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the price of al 

essential eonnnodit ies has gone up, and along with that ot Oonist‘ the price 
of fish, and Government are going to ])nl into operalion s(‘veral stdienie 
as OIK' of th(‘ I’c.sults of whi(di tlie su])j)h of ti.sli ma\ ineri'aso and with tin 
iner(‘as(‘ in the supply ot fisli tin* price ot tish is ex})tH‘t(Ml to eonu' down. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Arising ont o 
the aiiswi'p, is thi‘ Uon'hle Ministc'r aw an* ot I he tact that >^o tar as the 
food arti(d(‘s aic' eonetMniod ioeluding fish tlieir pi ices hav'^ risen to ove 
400 per cent, of the i)re-w\ar level throughout the eoiiniry and as such i 
is hard for the middle classes and the poorer people to purchase thei 
requinmienls at those liigli ])rjees ami have the (htvernmenl any scliein 
or taken any eonee'rted action to bring down the prices of all food artieh' 
imdiiding fish ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 am not awai 
■wli(*tli(*r the of tish has gone U]) to dOO to BIO per cent., hut 1 knoA 

that the cost oC living index is now about 200 taking the hasii; period a 
till' 1st of S(*ptemher, 1030. Sir, Government are Kally anxious to brin; 
down the prices of all essential eommoditie'^. There is sonu' .nnount o 
inflatioii also which is responsible for the high prices and the effort in ad 
in this direction is tlu* National Savings Scheme as a l Oiinti r-inflatifuiar 
measure, and other sc hemes are under the examination of the Government 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur; I am afraql th 
answer given by the Hon hie Minister does not correetly answ’er my questioi 
Tli(‘ index figure of 2()0 jirohahly the figure arrived at after taking int 
consideration a number of articles in addition which are not food iteans a 
all. My question was only witli reference to the food articles, namely 
w^betber tbe Government will die prepared to find out actually what is th 
increase in tbe price of food articles in Calcutta and elsewhere and if th 
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iacrease is so much as we find it today » apart from the question of itfflation 
which is general throughout India and the steps taken to combat it, what 
other specific steps are being taken bj' the Government to bring down the 
prices of all food articles H 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The ((mtention of the 
honourable nieiuber is cnrreet, namely, that the figure that 1 collected as 
260 includes iiol only the i)riee ol tbo<htufts but also some otluu- essential 
rommodiliivs. So far as ilie acUial rise in llie prii'es of food grains and food 
articles is concerned, I am luU aware oi th(‘ exact figure, but it is neces- 
sary tliat the jirlces of essential comimulities including food should be 
brought down. I am not also aware of what actual steps are being taken 
by the Government. 1 am certaiiilx alive to the necessity of bringing down 
the ])rices ajiart from the question of taking auti-intlationary or detlat ionary 
measures. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon ble 

Minister jilease consider the «lesii^abili.(y of conMUPug a conference of 
the leaders of parties both ot the Assembly and this House with a vi(‘w^ to 
discussing the matter so that some tangible iiroiiosnl may be made regarding 
them 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALU The suggestion is 
very helpful and will rec-eivi^ very cai-eful consideration from Governimmt. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Will the llon ble Minister 
please say whether Government is only scheming or doing anything? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, (lovemmeni 
never schmne; that is rather the monopoly of the O])))oslti()n. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, as th(‘ Hai Jlahadur is not prt'sent, 
may 1 put question No. 10b on his behalf? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 

Enforcement Division of the Civil SLpplies Department. 

105. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Jogen- 
dra Nath Ray): (e) Will the Tlon'hlc .Minisl«‘r in charge of llo' l)(*part- 
nient of Givil Siij)]dies 1 k‘ jdeased to stale if the Ihifoi (•(‘ineiil Diyision of 
tin* Gi\il Snp})li(‘s Dcpaitmeiit i> going to be abolisli(‘d and merg'('d with tb(‘ 
Polic-e hnforcmiKUit ? 

(b) It tbc aiis\N(‘r Ix' in tbc allinnati\c, are all the eni])loy('es of llu' Ibi- 
foreenumt l)i\ision ol ( ixil Snpjdii's l)tq>ai tment going to be iliscliargi'd ? 

(r) Will cases ot jimsoiis who will bt‘ discliai gi'd b(‘ considered? 

{(]^ WJiat is the jiroposixl sdieme gi\ing ibdails as to tln^ jKM’sons .vlio 
will be mergeil with the Jditorcement Police, their i;o.sts, pay and all other 
matters connected iherewitli? 

ie) Js tile (diange contmnjdated in Galintta only or all over Ihmgal? 

(/) Is it a fact tliat thcie is a question of utilising tlic (hvil Supjilies 
Enforcement Division for the jiroposed Aiiti-( 'orrupt ion Drive to he launched 
by the Government? If so, what is the position now*? 

MINISTER-in-charge of the Department of Civil Supplies (the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Cofran): in) Tin* proposal is under eonsidcTafion. 
No decision in this sense has yet been taken. 

(6) to (c) f)o not aiiso. 

(/) Tlie Enforcement Division is eontinuou.sly engaged in combating all 
forms of coirupt practice relating to the administration of Civil Supplies. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Is the honourable 
Minister aware that this Enforcement Branch has practically nothing to 
do in the mofussil save and except to put forward vexatious cases for the 
purpose of statistics? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: I am not aware, 
Sir. 


Deaths due to malaria, cholera, etc. 

106. Mr. NUR AHMED : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the total number of deaths, district by district, in Bengal, during 

the years 1930, 1937, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1943 and 1944 respectively 
from (/) malaria, (ii) cholera, (Hi) smallpox, (iv) other fevers, and {v) other 
causes ; 

(b) what is the percentage of increase or decrease in death rates in those years 

under above heads ; and 

(c) what special measures have been adopted by the Government to prevent 

and check mortalities from malaria, cholera, kala-azar and smallpox ? 

MINI8TER-in-charge of the Department of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mohammed All); 

(a) and (h) A slaieinent is laid in the Library. 

(c) A statement is laid in tlie Library. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; May I request tlie Ilon’ble Minister to modify 
his answer that a statement is laid in the Library because if a statement is 
laid in the Library, it do(‘s not form part of tlie answer? May 1, therefore, 
appeal to him to omit the word “Idbrary” so that such a statement may 
appmir along witli the answm’. I find that figui'es have heen collected and 
iliese hgnr<'H will be veiy belpful for future reference by the honourahle 
members or liy the outride public. So I ajijieal lo the Ifon’ble Minister 
to modify his ansuer agreeing to publish the Statement along with the 
answ'er and omitting the word “Library”. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The usual practice 
is that wilt'll a statt'inent is short and can he ])rinted and incorporated in the 
answer, llit'n it is laid on the Table which means that it is printed in the 
answer pa])t*r, hut when a stateiiK'nt is a very big one and could not be 
accommodated in tlie question and answer paper, then it is laid in the 
Library for reference by honourable members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T think that has heen the usual practice. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: But, Sir, could not this 
be printed in the proceedings? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What has been stated by the Hon’ble Minister has 
been the invariable practice. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; So far as I understand 
the rules, Sir, if the answer includes any statement published by Govern- 
ment then that is to be placed on the Table, but if that is not a published 
report or other documents, then it should be placed in the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (showing the state- 
ment) : The honourahle members may please see how big the statement is. 
It is not possible to print it in the answer paper; so the easiest course was to 
lay it in the Library. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: But, Sir, could it not he printed along with the 
answer so that for purposes of reference we can again find it? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: Well, that is a matter 
which rests entirely with the lIou,’ble the I’resiilent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not always possible to incorporate sucb big 
statements in an answer. 

Mfi NACENDRA NATH MOHALANbBISH : I want to make a dis- 
tinction between the reports publislied by the Government before a question 
is answered and the reports which are compiled after a (piestion is put; 
those things should come before the Rouse and not simply be laid in the 
Library. Tliat is the rule, and I think that if you will' please refer to 
the rule you will find that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I may read out from the Stamling Orders “All 
papers placed in the Library of the Bengal Legislature sliall not form part 
of tlie proceedings of the Oouncil though they may be referred to in reply 
to a question answered on any particular day.” 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : With regard to that we 
have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That is in reply to Mr, Boy. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: I was going to submit, 
Sir, that there is distinction in the rules between the reports published by 
the Government and those sought to be incorporated as part of the answer. 
In that case they are correctly and rightly placed in the Jubrary. If a 
statement conijiiled in reply to a particular question is long, even then it 
should be placed in this House, if not as part of the answer incorporated 
in the answer paper, but it must be in this House: that is, T believe, the 
rule. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I think, Sir, 
this procedure is followed, because I have seen it in the Chamber, 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes, what Mr. Azizul Haque has said is correct. 
In fact the statement is here in the Chamber. 

Public Prosecutor of Faridpur. 

107. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Ron hie Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Ihqiartment b(‘ jileased to state if Maulvi Abdus 
Salam Khan, ai.a., n.L., Secrelar\, Karidjmr District Muslim Tjoague, has 
recently been ap])ointed Cublic Prosecutor in place of Babu Nagendranath 
Das Gupta ? 

(h) Is it a fact that there are many police reports against the said Mr. Khan 
for jury tadbir and other offences ? 

(c) Is it a fact that his liousc nas some time ago searched in conruic.tion with the 
abduction of a Hindu girl ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the said abduct(‘d girl in her statement alleged that she was 
kept concealed in the house of Maulvi Abdus Salarn Khan ? 

(c) Is it a fact that both the *Superintcn<lcnt of Police and tin; District .Judge 
objected to his appointment as tlie Public Prosecutor ? 

(/) Is it a fact that Babu Nagendranath Das Gupta, the former Public ProH(‘Cutore, 
worked in that capacity for about eight years ? 

((/) Is it a fact that tin* said Mr. Das Gupta was Assistant Government Pleader 
for about fifteen years before he became the Public Prosecutor ? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister please state the reasons for the special preference 
for Maulvi Abdus Salam Khan ? 

MINISTER in-charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): (a) Yes, towards the end of January, 1945. 
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(b) There is no such information. 

(c) His house was searched in connection with the Rajbari Police case No. 1, 
dated the 6th January, 1942, under section 363, Indian Penal Code. 

(d) According to the Investigating Officer’s report the girl was recovered from 
the house of a Brahmin pleader of Faridpur. In her report before the Police the 
girl stated that she used to visit the house of Maulvi Abdus Salam Khan off and on 
but this fact was omitted from her statement before the District Magistrate. 

(e) The Superintendent of Police was not of the same view as the District Judge 
about him and did not report anything against him in connection with his appoint- 
ment as Public Prosecutor. 

(/) Babu Nagendranath Das Gupta, the former Public Prosecutor of Faridpur, 
worked in that capacity for 6 years, U months and odd days. 

(^) Babu Nagendranath Das Gupta was a Panel Pleader from 1923 till he became 
Publics ProH(‘CMjtor of Faridpur. 

(h) Maulvi Abdus Salam Khan was api)ointed Public Prosecutor on the recom- 
mendation of the District Magistrate. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale why the District Magistrate reconjmeiided him as a Public 
PiostMMitoi 

The Hon'ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: The District Magis- 
l?'at(‘ of Fari(]j)ur knew well the reason why iie v.is lecoinmeiided lor the 
I’liblic Pi osc'cutorship. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: A\ as no reason gnen? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL; Yes, he was 

api)oint«*(l on the recommendation (d’ the District Magistrate, but the 
reasons of the recommendation aie not kno\Mi to tlu' (io\ eminent. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: What is the name of the District 
!Magistiale ot I'aridpur of that time!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL; 1 cannot say offhand. 
Sir, in this connection 1 beg io draw yonr attention that 1 do not know 
windin'!’ this (pn'stion was sent irom your Dt'jiarfment to my Department at 
all. AVln'ii 1 asked for the question and answer with the file it was not put 
uj) hefore mo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the answer has been received from your Depart- 
iiU'Tit. 1 admitted this question, 1 rememher. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: AVhen I asked my 
Department they said that they had not recei\od tliis iiuestion. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, in that case do we take it that this 
qiH'stioii may he held over? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; liel us pass on to the other Questions for the time 
being. There are some questions which have been held oyer from the 13th 
instant. Question No. 61 stands in the name of Mr. linridas Majuradar. 

Arrests in Gopalpur, 

61. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the HonTde Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be ])leased io state 

(a) if he is awaie that a large number of Moslems including many 
village morals (i.e., headmen) have been tidien under arrest on 
suspicion in the village of Gopalpur, polic’e-station Kajarhat, for 
the alleged murder of two soldiers who, as alleged, liad rai>ed 
some Moslem women; 
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(b) if lie is aware that the village has been cut off from the outside 

world with the result that no news of such happenings is apiiear- 
ing in the Press; and 

(c) if the Government propose to take adequate steps so that these poor, 

illiterate Moslems are not harassed and they are represented by 
good lawyers at the cost of the Government. 

u ^"N^SJER-in-charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hoii’ble Mr. 
H. 8. Suhrawardy) : (a) Seventeen villagers ^vere arrested in connection 

with the murder of two Gurkha soldiers. The allegation of rape is 
not true. 

(h) :\h). 

(< ) Xo action is ne<‘es>arv as the accusetl have all been discharged. 

Weavers in Bengal. 

102. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; {o) Will the Tron'hle Minister in 
charge oi the J)e])arti]iont ot Commerce, l.ahour and Industries hi* ])leased 
To state what is the total number of weavers in Bengal up till Di'ceinher, 
PJfo. and how many handloom factories are o])erating in Bengal:' 

(h) Mhat particular iacilities were offered hy the Government to the 
weavers' cottagt* industries to produce more cloth in 1944 and 1945 and to 
meet the scarcity ot cloth in Bengal ? 

(c) Is it a tact that many weavers went out of work tor want of va’U 
in 1944 and in 1945? 

{(1) Is it a fact that tin' Government of Bengal before Section 94 Govern- 
ment cann' into being intmuh'd to start two sninning mills to meet the 
demands of weavers to sujijily more yarn and plans w^ere complete to start 
them ? 

(c) It th e answer is in the affirmative, will the Government lx* jdease^l 
to carry out the jdan immediately with a view to sujqilying moie yarn to 
tlie weavers of Bengal and to give impetus to the cottage industry of 
w^eav ing ? 

(/) It the ])lan of starting the mills is no longer in (‘xisti'iK'i*, who 
cancelled it and why? 

(//) Do the Govei‘nim*nt jiropose to consider the desirability of restoiing 
the plan to start the mills to hel]» the weavers to jiroduce work and more 
cloth to mitigate the scaicity of cloth in Bengal? 

MINISTER-in-charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) No 

aulheiitic figures are available hut on the basis of the refiort, of the Fact 
Finding ('ommittee apjioiiited by the Central Government in 1942, the 
number of looms operating in Bengal about that time was 126,21 1 and tliat 
of handloom weavers 290,625. In March, 1946, the number of handlooms 
in respect of wdiicli licences had been taken out was reported to he 489,011. 
The number of weavei's, however, is not known nor is the number of hand- 
loom factories as such. 

(h) Tlie facilities offered hy Government to weavers’ cottage industries 
to produce more cloth have always been restricted by the sujijilies of yarn 
available. Sinc e the introduction of the All-India Yarn Distribution Scheme, 
how’ever. Government have l>een endeavouring to make available to the 
weavers the largest possible amount of yarn and distribution has been made 
throughout the Province in proportion*^ to the number of weavers in each 
area. Moreover, in jnirsiiance of the scheme for the rehabilitation of desti- 
tute artisans, ot whom the weavers- formed tlie largest group, the latter woue 
su]>plied with cotton, yarn, handlooms, handloona accessories, chemicals and 
dve-stuff at cost price and in some cases at subsidised rates and also free of 
cost. 
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{c) With due regard to the number of licensed handlooms in operation 
in (he Province, it is considered unlikely that many weavers went out of 
work in 1944 and 1945. The effect of reduced yarn supplies has been rather 
a j eduction in the number of full working days per month. 

((/) to (/) A scheme for the establishment of a sjunning mill in Bengal 
and not two was sponsored departmentally so far back as 1940 with the 
o])je( f of suj>plying yarn to the handloom weavers of the Piovince but owing 
to difficulties arising inter alia from non-availability of plants and acces- 
sr)J'ies re({uire(l for the mill it was not proceeded with further on the expert 
advice of the Bengal Industrial Survey Committee. 

(y) The matter is receiving consideration but I may state, for the infor- 
mation of the honoujable member, that the ([uestion of the expansion of the 
c’otton textile industry including handloom on an all-India basis has recently 
been examined very exhaustively by the Post-War Textile Planning Com- 
mitte(‘ set uj) by the Cential (loveinment and that the quota of spindles 
allocated b) this Province towards the establishment of new mills and the 
expansion of the existing ones in pursuance of the recommendations of the 
(.'oiTimittct; includes ])r()vision for the handloom industry as well. Distribu- 
tion of spindles among the eligible jiarties has been made, keeping in view 
the recpiiiements of handlooms, within the (piota available. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any attempt was made by the Government to get plants 
and accessories for the purpose of starting a yarn mill ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Well, it has already been 
stated in the answer that it is very diflicult to get macliinery at the present 
monu'ut and even if the orders be placed at the present moment, even then 
suppli(‘,s will take years, not to speak «)f accessories now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did you place any order? Instead of 
lecturing you better give a plain answer. Did you p]a(‘e any order any- 
w'here for the jiurpose of securing jdants and accessories for starting a 
spinning mill. That is a very simple question. 

The Hen»ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: You have seen that not 
two but one spinning mill was being considered and Government have not 
placed any orders. This is under consideration of the Government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister jjlease con- 
sider the desirability of placing an order inuiiediately foj tlu' purpose of 
getting plants and accessories for starting one spinning mill at least in 
Bengal ? 

The Hon»ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Already the quota that 
was available to B(‘ngal has been distributed and we are trying to get the 
target figure for Bengal raised and if we get more spindles certainly the 
Government of Bengal would launch that scheme. At th(^ present moment 
it is not possible for the Government of Bengal in spite of its utmost efforts 
to start a sjunning mill in Bengal, I can assure the honourable member 
that Government will do its best for starting a spinning mill. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state in 
general what was the cxiiert advice of the Bengal Industrial Survey Com- 
mittee? Did the experts say that spinning mills are not necessary in 
Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: They pointed out the diffi- 
culty of starting a spinning mill by the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In answer to (d) to (/) it is stated, * *but 
owing to difficulties arising inter alia from non-availability of plants and 
accessories required for the mill it was not proceeded with further on the 
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expert advice of the Bengal Industrial Survey Committee”. What was 
their advice? Was it their advice that the machinery was not available? 
If so, what is the moaning of the expression “further on the expert advice 
of the Bengal Industrial Survey Committee.” 

Tho Hon’ble MTi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED S The Survey Committee 
explored all the possibilities of starting a mill in this Province and if the 
honourable member wants to know details I will place the details at some 
other time. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Then, Sir, this question may be i)ostponed because 
that involves a matter of ])oli(‘y — uhai was tins Bengal Industrial Survey 
Committee, what did they do, etc. ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not postponed. If you want to put further 
questions you can put them. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Was the Bengal Industrial Survey Committee 
brought into being as an expert adviser just to state that the machineries 
are not available? 

The Hon'ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Is the llon’hle Minister aware that 
very recent 1;^ the Chief Munster of Bengal, Mr. Suhrawardy, expressed the 
opinion that there should be a number of spinning mills for the purpose of 
supplying yarn to the weavers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes, and T have also 

already explained to you that there are proposals for starting a new textile 
mdl as well as ffivinp aihlilional spindles to the old h-xlile mills, hut" the 
difficulty IS you cannot set the spindles today either from Great Hritain 
or anywhere. These are the difficulties. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The complaint is that you are not doing 
your duty by the weavers. Will, therefore, Government he pleased to say 
why no census has yet been taken of the number of weavers ns well as the 
number of haudlooms operating in Beng^al? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Is there any reference to 
that in the (piestion ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Please look to your answer (a), last 
line, namely, “the niimher of weavers, how(‘ver, is not kiifiwn nor is tlio 
nuiiiher of liandlooin iactorie,^ as such”. Tliis is 3 'oiir answi'r. Will the 
Hon ’hie Ministei- ther(*for^^ please say why no census ha.s yet bi'cn taken 
by the ( ioveinnient for the jmrpose of ascertaining the true number of 
weavers as well as the number of handloom factories operating in Bengal? 

Th© Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, if in addition to what- 
ever answei- has been given in answer {a), fiiitber information is required, 
it Avill lie available. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD; AVill the ITon’ble Minister plea.se 
state wliether the distribution of yarn to the weavers has got anv beai’ing 
on the distribution oi cloth to tlie disliicls as well as to tin* sulali visions ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Distrihution of yarn on 
the distribution of cloth? 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: Yes. I did not put in the 

question in the first inslanee because 1 did not know if it concerned his 
department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: If you can supply yarn 
in larger quantities, then you will get larger supjdies of cloth, that’s all. 
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Mfi ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: Sir, my question has not been 
replied to. My question is whether distribution of yarn to the weavers in 
districts and subdivisions has got any bearing on the distribution of cloth 
to the flistriots and subdivisions in an inverse ratio? 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sir, may I make 
the question clear to the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD : Sir, my question is sufficiently 
clear. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sir, the ques- 

lion of Mr. A lnlullali-j»]-Malnnood is simply \^helher the (juaiitity of hand- 
loom prod lift ion is taken into eonsideial ion in distiiliuting tlie \arn. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, jna\ I reply to this 
point on hehalf f)f my eolleapiK' j»artifularly in view of the fact that a 
lefeie/ife lia^ hemi niadi* to a refent s])eech of mine? Apparently Mr. 
Mahimtod wants to know whether the Hup])]y of cloth has any bearing on 
the distribution of \arn; that is a diflerent matter alto^iether. Yarn will 
})(' distiibnti'd to vaiious areas in acffjrdanee with the number of weavers 
and tli(‘ number ol liandloonis ie])oi'led. Jt is only after that that tlie 
qmrslion of su])pl\ ot ehdli to that anm comes and when the cloth 
su])ply is high tin* amount ol the _\arn distiibuted to the area is taken into 
considei'ation and is accordinpl.v d(‘fieased to the extmit- that yarn has been 
supplied. 

As regards the establishment of spinning mills in Bengal, the question 
has not yet been decided as to wind her the spinning mills vshould be 
established by the Government or by private agencies. But T am firmlv 
of the opinion that we should ])roduee yarn here on a very large scale 
in ordt*r that we mav be able to feed our weavers rather than put up more 
weaving mills which will pjodme mill-made cloths. Now, in order to 
get a pro])er {|Uota of spindles to weave more yarn it is necessary that the 
Government of India should allot to us a sufficient number of .spindles. That 
is a (piarrel wfiicli we have been having Imtweeii ourselves and the Govern- 
ment of India, which has surrendered all its powers to a Textile Board in 
Bombay in which Bengal i.s barely re])resented, and 1 think our hands will 
be (;onsid(uably stiengt hened if it is knowui that all sections of the House 
supjmrt the liovernment of Bengal in its efforts to increase the supply of 
fipindles in Bengal. 


Telephone system in Calcutta. 

163. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the llon’hle Minister in 
charge of the IXqiartment of Gommerce, l.ahour and Industries he pleased 
to state — ■" 

(^ 7 ) if the Government of Bengal are aware of the fact that the public 
of Galcutta has been greatly inconvenienced by the present work- 
ing of the telephone system in Galcutla in the matter of resi>onse 
to calls, wrong connections, etc. ; and 
(//) if, in view of this fact, the Government propose to take up the matter 
* with the Government of India for the removal of grievances of 
the (\ilcutta public? 

The Hon’hie Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: (u) Yes. 

(h) The ]iriinary causes of poor service are excessive load, worn out 
apparatus and inexperienced oi>erators. The Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
ment has lieen hiking steps to provide additional exchange equipment with 
more operators’ positions with reduced loading and more experienced opera- 
tors. it has been ascertained that the Government of India has made special 
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representations for early delivery of materials on order and the manufacturers 
have promised earliest jxjssible delivery. It is understood that the Indian 
Posts and Teleguaphs Department are preparing- a memorandum explaining 
difficulties and measures adopted to overcome them. This is proposed to l>e 
circulated in due course. The Government of Bengal projvose to forward 
the questions in tlie Assembly on this subject to the Government of India 
for such further remedial action as may l>e possible. 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Is ilu HonTde Minister 
aware that to have telephone connection one has to pay a salami of Rs. 1,000 
to the officer-in-charge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: W ill the ITon’ble Minister 
be pleased to em]uire if it is a tact? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Wliat is your question? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Whether the llonhlo 
Ministei- is aware that now a da\s one has to ])ay a salami of Rs. 1,000 for 
having a telephone connection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is much easier to get a 
telejilioiu' cojinection now a (la\s. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 hoi>e tlu‘ hononrahle niemlxM* will not make a 
vague allegation. AVlnm Non put a (|n(*stion von nnisl he sp<M’ilic. B(‘fore 
a qiK'stion admiltcMl, tlu- (dunr's dut\ i.s to tind out that tlu‘ honourable 
nnmilx'r takes i-(‘sponsibilit\ lor what he s,i\s. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: (ertainty, Sir, 1 have 
made th.at statement Nvith lull knowledgi' and 1 taki‘ the lavsponsibil ity. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 cannot say that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the llon’hle Mr. Mamlal’s reply to 
qiK'stion Ao. 107, I find th.it the (|uestion was admittial on tlie 20 j'( 1 Maicdi, 
104”), and heri' I hold in my hand tin' a])])iov('d reply 1)> tin' Hon ’hie 

^linister. So it is not a fai t that the (jiK'stion was not si'iit to his Di'part- 

meiit or he h.id no knowledge of it 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MAN DAL: The answer was 
approved by the Ministei- concerned. But tin' piintcd answer and (pu'stion 
W'as not sent and so it w.is not submilti'd with the fib* and jilaced before 
the Ministei- and 1 wanted to know wdn'tln'i- it wars sent by >our Dejiartment 
to my Dejiartment . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will >011 kindly make enijuiries in your 
Dejiartment. 

The Hon’ble Mr, JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Yc's, Sir. But the 
file was not put u}) in spite of asking for it . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it was actually si'iit two days before, llow- 

evei if Mr. Maiumdar Nvant^ to ]>ut an> supph‘mentar\ (juestion he nia\ do 
it tomorrow'. Questions over. 

COVERNMENT BILL. 

The Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We shall now take up the Calcutta Di.sturbances 
Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946. Tlie Ilon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I move this bill for 
consideration of this House. This bill lias been drafted . 
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Mr. G. MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, may I draw your attention to 
the fact, before the Chief Minister makes his statement, that we only 
received just now the 24 amendments at about 11 o’clock and so how can 
we study all the amendments. We have not had time to consider them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Morj^an, these amendments were sent to you 
by post on Saturday and only the consolidated list was placed on your 
fable today. The list is the same as sent through post. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the point is whether members got 
them all right. We have been complaining a1)out the non-receipt of these 
paper.s regularly. We have beeii urging upon you to distribute these 
papers through cycle peons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been so arranged now. Government has 
been good enough to sanction three peons for this purpose and that arrange- 
ment will continue. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, you told us that these amendments were sent 
through the j)ost office. Now, Sir, we received onl}'^ the first seven amend- 
ments before and the rest we got this morning. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Most of the amendments 
were sen! earlier and if the hon’hh* members had placed them side by side 
with th(‘ bill they would hav<‘ been at the present moment au fait with 
them. J do not know whether these amendments will he moved or not or 
whether they are of sufficient imj)ortance. I think. Sir, in respect of the 
new amendments the honourahle members might wait without raising any 
objection now. 

Mr, MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, I am only drawing attention to a 
matter of principle. When the bill has been brouglit before the House 
let it go on. 1 am not raising any objection to its consideration and it 
may also lie tfiat most of these amendments may not be moved at all, or 
may be got rid of very quickly. What I object to is that the bill is put 
before the members of the IIous“ and also many amendments are placed 
on the table a few minutes before the bill is being’ taken up for discussion 
and passing, there being hardly any time for the members to consider so 
many amcmlnients and iheir etfecl on Ihe clauses of th(‘ bill. I am only 
ohj(‘cting to that. I am not objecting to the Chief Minister moving that 
the bill 1)0 taken info consideration. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Well, let us now proceed with the bill. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: And so far as placing the 
amendments on the floor of the House is concerned the usual thing has 
been th.il if an\ paiticular hill is nndly embarrassing because an important 
amendment is jilaced before the House which riMjaires more time for deep 
('onsideration (toverninerit always takes that fact into consideration and 
gives lime if it is at its disposal. 

Now, 1 movt‘ this bill for the consideration of this House. This Bill lias 
been drafted on tlie lines of tlie recent Government of India Ordinance — 
The Royal Indian Navy rommission Enquiry (Ordinance, 194G, as subse- 
quently amended. 

I have considered it necessary to set up a rominission of Enquiry into 
the origin and course of the recent disturbances in Calcutta. W^e are 
deeply grateful to Sir Patrick Spens, tlie Chief Justice of India, for having 
responded to onr request to ai’cept this very ditfi( nit charge. He w’as also 
reiiuested to seleid two colleagues for liimself from amongst the Judges of 
India and he has selected the Hon’bie Sir Fazl Ali, Chief Justice of Patna, 
and the Hon’bie Mr. Justice Somayya from Madras. How the enquiry 
will be conducted, in what manner the evidence wdll be placed and sifted, 
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ia fact all the details have been left entirely in the hands of Sir Patrick 
Spens. It is he who has chosen his Secretariat and has indicated to the 
public how the public can assist him in arriving at the true state of affairs. 
It is necessary to invest this Commission with those powers that are 
exercised by the highest Judicial Tribunals., and this bill is the result, and 
is placed before this House with the consent, knowledge and concurrence 
of the Chief Justice himself. 

In this connection I would like to say one word in answer to the criticism 
which I find in the papers and the suspicion voiced by some leaders of 
the Hindu community regarding the submission of statements and com- 
plaints to the Commission through its Secretary, Mr. Saddler. 1 have 
seen the communicine that lias been issued only yesterday by the Chief 
Justice himself which, I hope, will clear the air. Somebody has clearly 
got to be appointed as Secretary and it is well if tbe Secretary is a 
European of sucdi a position tlmt no charge of bias can be legitimately 
raised regarding him and who is of proved integrity and ability. 
Mr. Saddler was selected by the Chief Justice himself with the concurrence 
of His Excellency the Governor at a time wlnm 1 was in Bombay. 
Mr. Saddler’s office is at present, or was till recently, I was told, in 
Writers’ Buildings, but it has been proposed all along to remove it to 
another place, “Belvedere,” as soon as the place was suitable for occupa- 
tion. I believe this has been done, or will be done very shortly. The 
papers that will be presented to Mr. Saddler will be entirely confidential 
and will be the papers of the Commission itscll’. No cue. not even myself, 
will have access to its papers, no one other than tin* ollicers of tlie Coinmis- 
sion, and 1 need hardly assure this House and the imblic outside that the 
business of the (/ominission will ])e conducted in the most impartial 
manner and without the slightest interference from any one, that the 
officers of the Commission are and will be absolutely independent of the 
Provincial (iovei nment, that all the i)a])(us, documents, evidence, state- 
ments will be a matter entirely for tbe Commission and will not be placed 
before any officer of the Provincial (lovernment unless the Commission so 
desire in the course of its work. This (Jovernmeni lja\(‘ no comu'rn with 
them. All the pa])crs and docuimmls and pnxa'cdings will b(‘ in the 
custody and control of the Commission and thm’r disjmsal will be depen- 
dent on the order of the Chief Justice of India. In re.sj)onse to re(|uests 
received from various quarters I have considered it luopiu' to (mlargf^ the 
territorial juri.sdiction of the Emiuiry Committee and for that piirj)ose T 
propose with your leave. Sir, to move an amendment substituting the 
word “neighboiiJ'hood ’ ’ for the woi’d suburbs in th(‘ 1 rcaamble, and in 
clause 2 trradd in respect of the notification of the 11th September, PMfj, 
the words “as amended from time to time”. T propose to amend the noti- 
fication so as to include the police-stations of Matiabruze and Tollygunge 
in the district of 24-Parganas and to imdude tin* municipality of Howrah. 
These amendments will give liberty to the Commission to examine the 
incidents within the poli(‘e-stations of Matiabruze and Tollygunge and 
the municipalitv of Howrah as well as those round about (-alcutta, lor 
instance ovmr Howrah Bridge, Ballygunge Station and beyond, Beliala, 
Maierhat Tiljala the railwav stations of Bally, Belur and such contiguous 
places Sir, I commend my motion to the House and hope that they 
will pass it’ without anv amendments so that we can get along with the 
work as soon as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order: Motion moved that the Calcutta 
Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H: Sir, I was just listening 
to the Chief Minister’s speech while he was moving for the consideration of 
his bill He said— if I understood him aright— that he was going to have 
some amendment in the resolution appointing the Commission and in the 
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preamble of the bill. So that at the present moment we do not exactly know 
what the bill is, and what is the exact resolution on which the bill is based; 
therefore, is it at all in order to take this bill into consideration at this 
stage ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think so, because Government can certainly move 
an amendment to their own motion, 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Also with regwd to a 
bill that is now being placed before tlie House for consideration? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Government can always move aji amendment for 
enlarging the scope of a bill introduced by them. I do not think there is 
anything to prevent tlnun doing sa. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: But in that case should 
not jneitibcrs of the House know beforehand what is the l)ill that has come 
])efore it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The amendment does not change the character* of 
the l)ill hill it enlarges tlie jurisdiction of the bill. 

In fact I was just going to ask tin* IB)n’ble the Cdiief Minister to kiiidl.v 
hand over to me his amendment in a concrete form lieForehand, so that I 
might eAamine it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But wo loo woiilil like to e.Miinitio it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: [t is f.n this leason that at 
this stage 1 was tr^ing to inform the House of some amendments that we 
proposed to move so that the House might be fully apprised of tliem, w’ith 
a view tliat towards the end tbcv would be mo\eil, and so that the House 
would g(‘t an o[)poi'tunity of ruminating on those amendmenis. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Sir, ] l)eg to move tliat 
Hie Galentta Hist url)anc(‘s Gommission of Kmjuir.x Bill, 1940, be eirenlated 
for the j)inpos«> of eliciting o])inion thereon h) tlie 01 st I)e(‘eml)er, 1940. 

Sir, a( the outset I want to assure honourable members tliat I am not 
willing 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; As leader of Hio Barl^N, I do not allow 
you to mov(* tin* amendment. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; But I have already 
moved it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Am T to understand that Hie 
boiiourable member wants the emiuiry to be postponed? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Kindly give me time (o 
exiilain m\self. 

At the outset I want to make it perfeidly elear that h is not my intention 
to stifb' an en()uivy. It is not my intention either that there should not be 
anv (Nmimission to emjuiro into the incidents Hial happened in Calcutta. 

I \]o mlt >ield to auvbodv in this House in my desire to have an enquiry 
without delay. But what' I want to say is this: that this Commission that 
has been ai>pointed bv the Government of Bengal .should have been appointed 
by a bi'>-her authorit\ and that is the point which I want to place before the 
House. Now, 1 can at once say that there was a (hmimission that was 
appointed in 1944 lo enquire into Hie incident of famine in 1943 and that 
wVs appointed by the Goveiiiment of India and that the Government ot 
Bengal was involved 
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Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: On a point of 
order, Sir. May 1 point out that that Oommission was appointed not only 
for Benj^al but also for other provinces, lii this (‘ase tliere is constitu- 
tional difficulty and it is extremely doubtful if the Government of India 
have any authority to appoint a commission here. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Sir, I beg to differ from 
the lionourable member wdio Avants to say that tlie Government of India has 
no autliority to appoint a Commission of Enquiry to enquire into this matter. 
If the law and order in a particular province is not preserved by the provin- 
cial authorities and if the provincial authorities are themselves accuised for 
their acts of omission and commission, then it is only the Central Govern- 
ment who can appoint siicli a (\nnniission (Mu. lluiinri. llru ('iioav- 

j)HrKY: Yes, Mr .laAvaharlal Nehru). You may taunt plawaharlal Nehru 
as much as you like, but there he is — that is a fact. Now, my ])oint is that 
since that tragedy there were serious allegations made against tlu' llon’ble 
Chief Minister in chargt‘ of Luav and Order and practically all those who are 
concerned Avith the administration of law and order in this Province, and 
from that time onward till the P.2th of Si'ptemlxu' no statement Avas mad(‘ by 
anybody in charge of tlu‘ portfolio of law and order as regai'ds tlu* part that 
the (jovernment jilayed, and the Ministt'r played in this affair. The only 
thing that we heard on the air from Mr. SuhraAvardy was tliat lie Avas not 
going to a))])o^'i ion blanu' het\N<*en ditl('r(*nt pai‘ti(*s, he had got notliing to 
say about the eliaiges levelh'd against him and his Gov(‘rnment . lie said 
that tliat Avas not the time to ajqiortion hlanu* and that lie was loo busy then 
and reserved this mattei’ till a later date. Th(‘n the sitting of tlu* Tiegislatnre 
Avas adioiiriUMl till 21st August. On tlu* PJth S(‘pteml)(‘r we wu*re told that 
a Ifesolution aahs passed by the Governnu'nt of Bengal for the appoiiil nu'ut 
of a ('ommission which is tlu* basis of Ibis bill. Now, Sir, 1 (‘onsidi*!’ this 
Avoiild have been sinqily impossible in an\ other civilised conniry wlu‘re Jiny 
(‘ivilised government functions. ^Ilie Legislature was nu'iding and Avas going 
to liuAC its meeting TU‘xt day and without making any stai(*ment, on b(‘balf 
of the Government, without consulting the Legislatnia*, without consulting 
public opinion, tiie (jovcnim(‘iit which \vi\s so s('rionsly accused ot various 
acts of omission ond commission was going to appoint a Commission and 
lias appointed it. I submit tins is not (miy impropi*r and impudiuit but it 
is an insult to the numibeis (d' tin* L(‘U-is|;it uie Th<‘n‘ was absoliitidv n > 
difficulty ill waiting for 21 lioiiis in whiidi liim* the Government, 
or the (diief Minister could make* a stujcmierit in tin's lloiisi* 
and after consulting the meml)ers of this House a Commission 
might haAe Ix'en appointed. I oh)ect on f»rineiple_ that llien* 
should be a CommissK'ii appointed by the Gov(‘niment wliicli is aecns(‘d 
of such serious cliai’gcs to go into its own condiiei It is just lik(*^ an 
accused cluHising his'own tribumd. It cannot possibly be allowed. E\e)i 
in ])rivate disj)utcs between two ])artics one of the paiti<*s cannot, choose its 
own arhitiator. (Mr. AMirA\nno.Nh Pov; AVhat alxmt Bombay ('ommis- 
sion M Tins Commission ought to lia\e heeii appointed by the ('entrap Go\- 
ernment. The (’(Uiti’al GovcTnmeiit is comixdeiM to a])poiiit a commission. 
The imbiic and even \ho wludc world is complaining against the Bengal Gqv- 
ernmenCs acts of omission and (-ommissinM. h'ort inialcl v, the Muslim 
League is not the whole -jnihlic ojiinion in Bcngal_ or in India. Therefore it 
is in the interest of tlu* Government, it is in tibe interest (d' Mr. Siihra\yardy 
and it is al'^o in tlie interest of all emieerned in Bengal that this Commission 
phonld be appointed by sneb an authority that there may not be any possible 
room for any eomjilaliit about it. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, I am auiazed to bear 
that merely beeanse the Bmigal Government has set up the Commission— tJbe 
Commission Avhicli is going to be presided over by the Ilon’lile the Cbi(‘f 
Justice of India— tliey do not Avaut it, they object to it. I intend not to 
reply to this. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H; I do not see the reason 
for amazement of the Hon’ble Minister in char/^e of I>aw and Order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8> 8UHRAWARDY: I have high respect for this 
man. The mover is liable to contempt of court. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H; Law of contempt of 
court ! He left court long ago. He lias to re-learn his law of contempt of 
court. (Mr. Hamidul Huq CTiowdhurt: In the Deputy Comissioner’s 
Court at Jalpaiguri?) Yes, Jalpaiguri is a much better place. However, 
in order to have a Commission beyond all reasonable room for criticism, you 
must not proceed with this idea of having your own Commission to try 
charges against yourselves. 

My next point will be that the reference or rather the terms of this refer- 
ence that you have included in the resolution — those terms are too limited 
and I am afraid they have been framed with a view to sidetracking the real 
issues. I find from the copy of the resolution tliat was handed over to us 
along with the bill that the terms of reference will be to “enquire into the 
causes and the course of the disturbances in Calcutta between Friday, 16th 
and Tuesday, 20th of August, J040, and into the measures taken to deal with 
them and to submit to the Government of Bengal a report of their findings. 
I am told just now that this reference will be a bit enlarged by including 
occurrenc<*s at some other plai'cs and perhaps the time also is to be extended 
from the 20th of August to some later date. Now, Sir, we all know the 
real caus('s of this disturbance. Perliai)s the public of Bejigal do not 
very much like to know the causes. That is almost well known. Neither 
are we very much interested with regard to tin* methods or measures which 
were taken to deal with them. Perhaps many wlio were in Calcutta and who 
are in Calcutta know perhaps to their hitter experience w'hat were the 
measures which were taken by the Government during those fateful days. 
We are also not very much concerneul witli the measures taken. It is prac- 
tically known to us all. Bui what we want to know, what the public of 
Bengal would like to know is who were tlie persons who were actually res- 
ponsible for this ghastly tragedy. That is the thing, Sir, which I think 
everybody in Bengal would he anxious to know. You know, Sir, what 
happened and we have also heard from the lips of the Minister in cliarge of 
Law and Order as to what he did or what he did not do. He was trying to 
place the entire blame on the Commissioner of l^lic(* and his staff. The 
puhli(‘ lio\V('ver lane rightl> or wrongly charged ^Ir. Suhra wanly for acts or 
serious omissions which either led to these disturbances or which permitted 
these distiirhanccs to coniiiiue for days without any real attempt to check 
them. Now, Sir, I am not going to deal with the merits and demerits of the 
charges and the defences whieli have been put forward on heihalf of Govern- 
ment or on behalf of the Minister in charge of Law’ and Order. That may be 
veiw pn)p('rly lefi to the Commission that wall he appointed. But what I 
want to ask is, are not tliese charges serious eiiouplh which should engage the 
attention of the Commission for the purpose of finding out not the hands that 
killed, not the hands that looted but the brain that caused these things to 
be done. But you find, Sir, in the reference to the Commission that there 
has been a careful avoidance of that particular thing that is so very neces- 
sary, but the people in Calcutta, in Bengal or for the matter of that in 
India and the outside world, are anxious to know' who is that person or who 
are those persons who left Calcutta to the mercy of the goondas for at least 
two days and two nights. That is what we definitely want to know hut that 
is what this reference to the Commission has deliberately tried to avoid. 
Now Sir, it wmuld be useless for us to know after six months as to what 
were' the causes; it would also be useless for us to know what were the 
measures adopted if we will not be in a position to know who were actually 
responsible for all that happened. I would therefore submit that this 
reference that has been framed for the purpose of consideration of the 
Commission must be widened with a view to have the real matter sifted and 
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the responsibility fixed. I therefore commend my amendment to the mem- 
bers of the House that they should refuse to allow an enquiry by this Com- 
mission. I may say that I have got the greatest regard for the Chief Justice 
of India; I ihave also got the greatest regard tor the other Judges who have 
been nominated or appointed for the Commission but that is an entirely 
dilterent matter. 1 object on principle that an accused should be given the 
fight to select a tribunal for his own trial. That is a principle wliich I hope 
honourable members will rigidly adhere to. There is no question of any 
delay. You can have another Commission appointed by the Government of 
India in two da>s' time and that Commission ma_\ set to work at once. But 
if you allow this Commission to work in the way in which the Gov<‘rnment 
of Bengal are trying to have it done, 1 submit that mui will be doing a 
great injustice not only to Calcutta, and lo Bengal, but t(» all India. ('Fhe 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SriiiiAWAiiDY : Does he not know that lie is an accused 
himself y) Yes, I know 1 am an accused myself. Sir, I am not going into 
the merits or demerits of the defence as 1 have said. Mr. Suhrawardy in 
his defence has said that he was in the Contrtd l{(»om in the Police head- 
quarters, but he was not actually there to dictate 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. !Mr. Mohalanobish, you should 
confine yourself to the ])rinci])le of the bill generally and must not indulge 
in these observations. You are not confining yourself to the principle of the 
bill, I am afraid. 

Mr. ABD ULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD : On a point of order or information, 
Sir. May 1 knou the procedure being followed in this House? (ienerally 
the procedure is that the Jicader of the Opposition gives the number of cut 
motions that will be moved by his party. Here it has been sc'en that the 
Leader of the Opposition had practically dissuaded the movei' from Juoving 
his amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a matter for the party. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Sir, 1 was developing my 
point by saying that wc* ai’i* not going to discuss the merits or demerits of 
the cases on the two sides. 1 was going to bring out clearly that these are 
niattei's of detail with which we are not concerned at this moment. I was 
not going to depart from tlie established rule or jninciple that in dealing 
with an amendment I should confine myself to the principh* of the bill; 1 
am quite aware and conscious of that. But 1 am suggesting to the House 
that the main point wliicli 1 have just now submitted should be kept in view 
while you are going to appoint a (.■ommission of Kmjuiry of this nature and 
when you are going to settle the terms of reference for this Gommission. 
What I was trying to establish was that the terms of reference should be 
wider and this has not been done purposely by this Government with a view 
to avoiding their own resjionsibility. That is a ])oint which is so (dear, so 
palpable tluit there cannot be any possible objeition to it. If Government 
want to clear themselves of the charges that have been brought against them 
they should welcome this and should support my contention. There has 
already been a very strong public opinion in the country against the appoint- 
ment of this (Commission b\ the Govern nient of Bengal and the fact has been 
clearly expressed in various newspapers including the Statesman of the 17th 
instant and I think it would be plain to anybody who has gtjt any sense of 
justice and fairplay. { Interruidions from Government bench(*s.) Now, Sir, 
it is no use trying to interrupt. We know that you have got a majority and 
you can tyrannise hw your numbers. At the same time we can from our 
side say that we have got the right to speak and you cannot prevent it and 
I say that having done all these you are liaving a Commission of your own 
choice as if you can have terms of reference of your own choice just as an 
accused is framing (harges for his own trial. I therefore ask the honour- 
able members of the House to consider seriously the proposal whitdr I have 
made in my amendment to elicit public opinion; whether the public of Cal- 
cutta and of Bengal are at all willing to have a Commission of this nature 
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appointed by this Government and whetlier they are satisfied with the terms 
of reference. I have no doubt that whatever may be the political views of 
the different parties in this House, they would certainly rise to the occasion 
and consider these points on their merits. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be circulated for 
the ])urpose of eliciting* opinion tliereou by tlie 81 st December, 194(). 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I agree with 
my friend opposite that we should altogether avoid the question of merits 
or demerits of the disturbances or similar issues. If my friend looks to tlie 
])ill itself he would ai once c;om(‘ In llie conclusion that this bill is not for 
the purpose of doing anything excej)t to g-ive certain procedural powers 
to the (.’ommission for their work mid enquiries. In other words what 
their powers me, are defined in the Preamble, namely, “a Commission of 
EjKiuiry aiipointed to enquire into and report on the causes of and the 

measures taken to deal with the distinbances ” That is the power 

whi(li is in the Preamble. It is well knoAvn that the iireamble governs the 
scope of the hill. But having given the r<*asons, the bill proposes to give 
powei* to safeguard evidcmce of witnesses and to ilecide other matters of 
pi-ocediire; in oilier words, for the purpose of finding out the cause, to 
eJKiuire into the m(‘asures taken, measures wliicli ouglit to have been taken, 
and such incidental matters, nmindy, summoning of witnesses, calling foi* 
records and tlieir jirodiictioii, etc. All this is pi-ocediire. Therefore after 
tli(‘ statement of the llonTile Chi(*f .Minister that this bill has been drafted 
exactly on the lin(\s of th<‘ jirocedure followed by tin' ( Viinmission of Enquiry 
of the E. J. N. disturbances s(‘t iqi by the (lovernment of India, and in view 
of what. I have said, I think there is no need for any circulation. As a 
result of the einiuiiy it is ])ossil)le that the Commission may or will find 
out wlio is responsilile for this disturhanee. Of coui’se I do not claim to 
know Mnglish lik(‘ an Ihiglishnian and we are none of us so exce])t five 
Englishmen present liere. But it is (d(‘ar from the jireamhle where it is said 
“report on the causes ot and the nn^asures taki'n", that it will be within 
th(‘ scojie of the (Ymimission to find out wlio has been rt\sponsihle. Any 

Commission of tliis chai’act(*r enn go fully into all these (iuestious. After 

saying this I would like to draw the attention ot my friend to certain 

constitutional as])ecjs of the (jiK'stion. Jt is unfortunate that recently there 
has heeii a temh'iicy in this coiintTy that wIu'IK'vim' there has heiui a failure 
on the ])art of a Ministm* or of a Ihovineial (lovernintmt even those who want 
fullest inde])eudence plead for the inlervontioii of the Governor or the 

Viceroy. Sir, 1 feed that it is not a ho})ofiil feature in the constitutional 
history of the country tliat we want tliat tlu* (bivernor-General ought to have 
enough power to deal with every delinquent Jh'ovincial Government. If you 
look to the whole (Government of India Act, 1980 , you will find that it pre- 
su})p()ses complete so\ereign authority for the Provinces within their powers. 
You have yourself written a very valuahh' book on the constitution of India 
ami 1 am sure you will agree that within the ])owers of a Provincial Govern- 
m<‘nt no power, not even the (Toveriiment of India, can interfere. In other 
words in mattius which are the concern of the Provincial Government the 
(Central Government cannot interfere. My friend referred to the Famine 
Enquiry Commission — the AYoodhead Commission. Now, Sir, in war time 
food condition was under the })urview of the (jovernment of India. It was 
not only a food famine in Bengal but also in other Provinces and there was 
certainly some authority of the Governineni of India to appoint a Commission 
to enquire into the matter. Admitting for the sake of argument that one of 
the Cabinet Ministers is responsible tor the events in Calcutta, what would 
happen in England had a similar incident taken place there. Certainly the 
Government of England within the limits of the British Constitution would 
have appointed a Judicial Commission of high rank and no one would have 
asked America or Russia to appoint a Conimission. The Constitution there 
provides that where there is such a public complaint the Government is to 
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appoint a Commission or tlie highest judicial tribunal. My friend mi^ht 
know that all such tiihiinals are presided over by the Lord Chief Justice. 
In that country there is no dual constitution like ours. There even though 
the Government of the da^ might be on trial the (xovernment itself appoints 
the Commission. The very fact ihai ii is a judicial tribunal commands con- 
fidence of the people I here, even if the (T 0 V^^’’nment that appointed it would 
be tried by that tribunal. Sir, that argument holds good here, namely, in 
provincial matters nobody else can interfere. The Government of India has 
no right to appoint such a Committee or Commission. The fact that the 
Commission appointed consists of the Cliief dustice of the Federal b^ourt and 
two eminent Judges of two High (h)urts leaves no room to entertain anv of 
the doubts or points raised. Even if any olficer of Government is r(*spon- 
.sible he will be brought in for enquiry. Therefore the question of wider 
terms of reference is wliol]\ besi(ie the point. But unfortunately the 
.subject of law is such that (‘very la\\^(‘r will iut(*ij)ret it according to his 
own opinion and 1 feel that tin* legal aspect raised b_\ some should he 
considered by Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, mx friend, Mr. Azi/ul 
Ilaqiie, has alnsuly touched on tlu* main jioint which ! xxantt'd to say. But. 

J am certain that, a shiewd lawxer as Mr. Mohalanohish is, tlieii' is no 
doubt that Mr. Mohalaiiobisli knows full well that it is tin* Govei’unu'nt of 
Bengal and the Governim‘nt of Bengal alone who is the c,om])et(‘nt. authority 
to appoint tln^ Commission (Cries ot “No”, “no”, troni tin* ('ongrc'ss 

Benches). It is a camouflage, wh(*n I was looking at his face 1 was almost 
seeing that aJi accused was {)l(‘a(ling against his conimitment to tli(‘ 
committing magistrate. He first of all raised the (jU(‘stion that in the 
tribunal which is being s(‘t u]> tliere should be no (‘omniitnituit lu'cause aft(‘r 
all w(* know everything. WMiat more' will you know)^ Thend'orc' lu‘ n)ov«*s 
that the consideration of tin' bill which gives the ]U‘oc(Mlural ])ower to the 
C\)mmission should be deferia’d till tlu' dlst l)(‘(*(*nib(‘r so that, by that dat(‘ 
all necessity of a Commission will disap])ear. Therefore the first objiud of 
an accused is “don’t commit m(‘; don't call for an (*n(|uiry b(‘c;ius(‘ if \ou 
call foi- an enquiry what (‘ls(‘ you will find; I will be th(‘ guilty ])erson.” 
Secondly even if you arc* committing m(‘ T hav(‘ no (*onfid(‘nce in tin* Com- 
mission. He estalilislnvs his ease further that if the Commission finds out 
the guilty 1 have, said that th(‘ Commission is not worth having b(‘(‘ause I 
have got no confidence in it. This Commission will give a vc'rdict against 
me, I know it very well. Tlierefon' these an* the two points which weigh 
with Mr. Mohalanohish so that he might, living in the frntfs, could cxcate 
his friends to do the ugliest vioh*nee ot the nature of wliieli he has spok(*n 
\esterday before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 hope, Mr Haniidul Hmi Chowdhury, you will 
avoid those personal attacks. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 am entitled to say this much, 
Sir, that the violent language that has been used in this House is ot the 
nature of the violent language which has been one of the primary causes 
of the catastrophe that has happened in Bengal. We have seen tliat in the 
Hindu Mohnllas this very story which wa"’ narrated by Mr. Mohalanohish 
here, namely, that the Muslims have slaughtered women and cliildren, have 
looted properties of those Hindus living in predominantly Muslim quarters 
was narrated in a violent language and the Hindu mob wnis thereupon incited 
to act violently basing their action on the rumour, correct or incorrect, of 
other Hindus. This is one point which will come up before tlie Commission 
as one of the causes wdiich led to this laige-scale murder whiclj Mr. Mohala- 
nobish wants to avoid by his amendment. Therefore Mr. Molia]ano])ish 
feels that it is no use having a f ‘ommission fo go into the causes of the 
riot lest the tnifh should conic ou1 which he wants fo hush up. Sir, we 
want to know tlie causes. (Vrtainly we waiB to know' tlie causes because 
the causes may be political too and, if this is one of the causes, one of tihe 
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parties to tliis will be the Congress which has played the most prominen 
part in bringing about this catastrophe and which has crept into office ij 
the Centre and has formed an Interim Government without the Muslin 
League. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I make an appeal to you that you confini 
yourself to tlie business before the House and do not discuss the Interin 
Government at the Centre. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, he attacked the Leagu. 
and so 1 have to rejdy to it here. Otherwise his speecli may go unchallengec 
and unreplied. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : I do not remember b 
have said anything aboul the J^eague today. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: You won’t remember anything 
that you said y(‘stei‘day also. 

An investigation will be made into the causes of the riot, the part tin 
(Jongress jilayed, the Carty Jicaders played, etc. AVilhin that scope wil 
come the gentleman wlio is occupying the jjost of Home Minister unde 
the Government of India, who is the Executive t'ouncillor of the Viceroy 
Also Pandit Jawaharlal will come into the j)icture if his formation of ai 
Interim Government at the Centre Avithout the Muslim l.<eague was addiicei 
as a reason for the (jatastroidie in Bengal becanise this is an empiiry into i 
riot. Mr. M(dialam)bish certainly does not mean to say that he has m 
confidence in the Chud' Justice of India, 1 mean, ot th(‘ Federal Court 

After all, though he was electc'd on the Mahasabha ticket (cries, of “No 

no”) All right, 1 beg a our pardon. But certainly wlien he was elected In 
was not a Congressman but he h.as now become a Congressman. Therefoir 
as a member of the Congr(*ss organisation he follows the ('ongress policy oj 
having full confidimce in the Judges of the Federal (Vjuid, because th( 
Congress has agreed to refer disputes regarding inteigrcdation of the State 
Paper to the Federal Court and therefore Avheji the Chief Justice of thai 
Federal Court is going to sit as Chainnan of the C'ommission here he cannoi 
have any Avant of conffih'nce in the Commission. Certainly Ave Avant to knoAA 
this that there has been ;u) utt(‘r failure on the ])ar1 of tlit‘ ])f)lice in ijiaintain- 
ing law and order in the cit\. We Avant to knoAv whether it Avas due to anA 
deliberate inaction of the ])olice or to Avant of sufficient ])nlice force in the 
city. Sir, we are conscious of the fact that the ])oli(*e force of Calcutti 
has been and is completely inadequate for any ugly >ituation that may arist 
in Calcutta and Avhen it di«l actually arise great difficulty Avas experienceri 
in coping with it. AVe hav(‘ been pressing for a very long time that thi« 
province should have an armed militia Avitli a stn‘ugth of 20,000 to keef 
peace and oider in the different (dties and in the province as a whole, and 
for the purpose of maintaining a sufficient force to keep order in such n 
heterogenous and cosmopolitan city like Calcutta in which at least 60 pei 
cent, of its population comes from the neighbouring provinces of Bihar. 
Orissa and the United Provinces. AA'^e require a very large force armed at thf 
expense of ('alcutta iiaving regard to the situation that has been prevailing 
in Calcutta for the last tAA'o decades and to the fact that foi‘ maintaining 
the services in Calcutta the Avhole Province is made to pay. AVe want that 
there should be a police force paid for and maintained by the city of Cal- 
cutta Avhich will be adequate in number and strength. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Are his remarks relevant to the motion before the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that he is releA’ant. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I hope Mr. Morgan will please 
look to the points AAdiich have been referred to the Commission, one of which 
is the measures taken to deal with the disturbances and in that connection 
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the strength of the ])olice force in Calcutta will immediately come before 
the Commission. They will have to seriously consider whether the existing 
strength of the Calcutta police is sufficient or whether there should he an 
improvement in their number and quality. Therefore thal is one of the 
points on which the House may feel itself calle<l upon to express an opinion, 
and I am simply expressing my own views on this matter. Therefore Mr. 
Mohalanobish can be taken as seriously for his apprehension regarding the 
terms of reference to the C’ominission as his observations on the Calcutta 
police. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: First of all, as leader of the (\mgress 
Party in this House I want to make one point very clear, so lar as my ])arty 
is concerned, we are not in the least interested in having tlie enquiry stifled 
or in any way to obstruct the expedition of the enquiry. On the other hand 
my party desires that the enquiry should be expedited as far as possible, 
and any delay would rather hamper tlu* empiiry and the ])roduction of 
evidence which is now so fresli in the minds of the people. So T would make 
the position of my party (juite clear. Though this motion has been moved 
by a member of my party 1 can tell the House that as the hnider of tin* ])arty 
this did not attract my atttmtion before it ^\as actually movc'd. It was not 
placed before the part\ and had it been so place<l lud'oie my ])arty I would 
have ruled it out. Now, what I say is this. 1 can fully appreciate the 

feeling which actuated this motion. Tin* feeling umh'rl^ing is 

this that we are here in tin* intriguing jiosition that this 
enquiry relates to the dt'fault of those who are in charge of Law and 
Order and it is this very ]K‘rsonnel who is in charge* of Law and Oi'd(*r that 
has appointed the ('ommission. So there has he(*n a dual role and it is on 
account of that intiiguing position that this ann*inlnn*nt has b(*en moved. 
Another thing has escaj)t*(l the attention of the House. The scojx* of the 
bill is very narrow. It is not for the aj)]>ointment of liln* (hmimission : that 
has already been appointed. It is about the procedure to la* followed by 
tlie Commission. From the j)reambh* it is apjiarenl that the Commission 
has already been appointed, and it is too lat(* to prescribe the scojie that the 
Commission should follow. 1 fully sympathise with tin* mov(‘r. The 
judge may be absolutely beyond reproach. (Mr.“ Hamidiu. II rg (hiow- 
DHURY : He is nervous.) No, he is not nervous. It arises out of the very 

grave situation now jirevailing in the country — the situation that those who 

are in charge of Ijaw and Order have to play a dual ])ait -as a leaih*!' of a 
political party and as the administrator of law and order and justice of the 
Province. I certainly ajijuec’iate the* point raised that tin* autlioiity lor the 
maintenance of law and older is excluded fjom the jui isdictioii of the 
Government of India and it is under the jurisdiction of the Liovince. But 
if anybody can interfere it is the Govei noi-Geneial. S<» I .igr(*r with the 

contention that has been placed by tin* other side oi the IIuum*. Hut why 

should you run to the (jovernor oi the Govei noi-Oeiicial i" Wv are not for 

running to the Governor oi the ( Jovernor-Geneial : W(‘ should run to our 

own invstitution , and 1 only desire to see that oui own institution should 
rise above all suspicion and rise equal to the occasion so that ,\ou may not 
have to run to the Governor or the Governor-G(*neral . They will play 
setting one communits against another In the circumstances I would 
advise the mover to wdtharaw* his amendment. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, 1 oppo.se the amendment befoie the House. 
There is no necessity at this stage to delay the Commission It cannot be 
delayed and it must not be delated. There is one question I would like to 
ask. Mr. Dutta has said law and order does not belong to the Central 
Government, it belongs to the Provincial Government, and if the Governor- 
General and the Government of India were to come in and say suddenly 
“we are going to enquire about these things”, that wouhl be the first 
thing to be ob^jected to here. It might also be said “we do not want you to 
come into the provincial field”. My friend stated also that provincial 
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institutions have got to run themselves. Then, Sir, so far as the persons are 
concerned, even if the Governor-General were to try to appoint the personnel 
he could not do it, because the Provincial Government would not have allow- 
ed him to appoint a committee of enquiry. But had he done so, could he 
have select(‘d the personnel better than the personnel selected at present? 
I say no. If I were to tell anything about this judicial authority I would 
say that a better judicial enquiry commission could not be selected. We 
could not select any better three. The bill before the House merely wants 
to give the Commission power to get to work. My friend has tried to 
prepare a brief for the Commission. He need not have done that. It is 
quite easy for the Commission to prepare one for them. The Chief Minister- 
told us exactly what the Committee of Enquiry will do. The whole thing 
is now clear. Now, there is only one n)ore point on which 1 would like a 
little more elucidation. I take it that the Committee of Enquiry that lias 
been appointed will appoint the secretariat personnel. Possibly three of 
them with the Secretary cannot deal witli all the multifarious duties there. 
I would like lo know about the procedure to be adopted for the ordinary 
things, such as, who will s^md the papers for printing, for taping copie^i, 
etc. I would like to know what Ihe procedure of the seci’etiinat is likely 
to be. Sir, I oppose the amendment before the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I hardly think it is 
necessary for me to reply to th(‘ points raised by the mover- 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : Sir, with your permis- 
sion I beg lo state that after what has fallen from our Leader I beg leave 
of the House to withdr-aw my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You ask for leave after the Chief Minister has 
spoken. Yes, Mr. Suhr-awardy. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, in the first place, I 
would like to tell the mover that the Gover-nor-General could not appoint 
the Commission of Emiuiry. It A\ould not have been riecessaiy tor the 
Government of Bengal or for the peojrle to rise up in defence of provincial 
autonomy to tell him that the (iover-nrnent of India canrH)t appoint such an 
Enquiry Commission and the only author-ity that could appoint is the 
Government of Bengal. 

As regar-ds the second point, namely, the pr-ocedure and secretariat, 1 
have ah’eady told ,^ou in the beginning that I have not looked into the 
matter at all arid 1 am not caring to know what is being done by the 
Secretariat of the Commission. That is a matter which is entirely for the 
Chief Tustice and the Secretar-y to do as to who will be best suited for those 
purposes. Now, Sir, there is one point that I like to say before 1 sit dowm 
and it is this that niy friends on the other side are very fond of placing 
me in the dock as an accused. I am afraid I do not accept that position. 

I am neither in the position of an accused nor in the position of a complain- 
ant. The Commission will enquire into the causes and it will also enquire 
into the measures that have been taken and it will corne to certain findings 
in respect of these. Does the honourable member realise that the majority 
of the people in Bengal consider that the party to which he claims adherence 
at the present moment are the real accused in respect of the incidents 
that have taken place. We have appointed an Enquiry Commission. Let 
it find out who is responsible and I am certain that when its findings are 
ready or written we shall all have to abide by them and bow^ our head 
before them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Leave has been asked for by 
Mr. Mohalanobish to withdraw his amendment that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 104b. 
Is it the pleasure of the House to grant such leave. (Several Memiu'RvS : 
Yes, yes.) The Motion is by leave of the House withdrawn. 
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Without intervening in the debate in any way I shall just say a few 
words to satisfy the constitutional curiosity of the honourable members. 
Just referring to item (2) in List II where public order is a Provincial 
subject and also item (38) in List II where it is mentioned “Enquiries and 
statistics for the purpose of any of the mat(ers in this list*’ — that is a 
Provincial subject. I just wanted to draw your attention, imthiug else. 

The House will now take up consideration of the Bill clause by clause. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Clausa 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand j)art of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand jiart of the Bill. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Sir, I move that in 
clause 2 of the Bill, after the word “sections” in line 1), the figures and 
commas “195, 470’ ’ be insm ted. 

Now, Sir, the simple object of this amendment is to clear up an 
ambiguity which is ai)])aren( on tin* drafting of this clause 2. The idea is 
that there can be a ])ros(‘Cut ion for giving false t'vidence Ixdbn* the Com- 
mission though the jauson who is making smdi a slaltmient before the 
(bmmission will be inimum* from other proceedings hut h(‘ is not immum* 
from a ])rose(‘ution for giving false evidence. Therefore if you giv(> that 
right to i)ros(‘cute a man for giving fals(‘ evidence there must be jirovisions 
as to who will mak(‘ a (;om])laint. 'Thertd'ore in ord(‘r to make a complaint 
and have the ])rocedure for that complaint the .sections 195 and 47G of 
Criminal Prof'cdure Code would be n(‘cesaary to be invoked. Thet'cfore, Sir, 
without any further elaboration I think that tlic mention of th(‘se sections is 
necessary. Section 195 is a s(‘(dion which says that when any offence 
mentioned in that section whicfi inclmhvs the offence of giving fals(‘ evidiMici* 
is committed before an\ court, civil, criminal or revenue, then no court 
can take cognisance of any offence unless thme is a comjilaint mad(‘ by that 
court. The Commission is given tin* j) 0 W(‘rs of civil court and if a com- 
plaint has to be made tlnm that complaint has to be made under tin*, ])rovi- 
sions of section 470 of the Criminal Pro(‘edure Coch*. TluMcfori* both sec- 
tions 195 and 470 should be inserted with a vii'w to giving the court the 
power to do tliose things which are absolutely necessary with a view to prose- 
cute a man for giving false evidence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in claiisi* 2 of the Bill, 
after the wwd “sections” in line 9, the figures and commas “195, 470”, b(‘ 
inserted. 

Before this amendment ia thrown ojien to discussion, I think the amend- 
ment to line 3 of clause 2 should liave been moved first. But as Mr. Moha- 
lanohish has already moved his amendment I W'ould now request the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister to move his amendment. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move that in (daiise 
2 of the Bill, after the words, letters and figures “11th September, 1940”, 
the words “as amended from time to time” be in.serted. 

My purpose in moving this amendment is that w'e have wdthin tin* provi- 
sions of tJhis bill enlarged the territorial juri.sdiction of the Commission by 
including in it the thanas of Matiabruze and Tollygungc and the Munici- 
pality of Howrah. This is in res])onse to the 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Are you moving your amendment to the Preamble 
also? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, I am simpl}' movinj 
the amenclinent to clause 2. There is an amendment to the preamble ala 
but I am not moving that now. That will come at the end. So my pu?pos 
is to amend tlie resolution in order to meet public opinion. I hope th 
House will acce])! the amendment. 

% 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendnu ‘lit moved that in clause 2 of the Bill, afte 
the words, letters and figures, ‘‘lltli September, 194f)”, the words “a 
amended from time to time” be inserted. 

The ([uestion before the Hou.se is that in clause 2 of tlie bill after th 
words, letters and figures, “llth September, 194G”, the woids “as amend 
ed from time to time” be inserted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May T speak a few words oi 
Mr. Mohalanobish’s amendment 

My submission is that there is obvious difficulty in introducing the ques 
tion of sanction of ])rosecution, namely, as in sections 195, 47G of tli 
Criminal Procedure (bde, for the question of .sanction will arise probabh 
after the ('ommission has disjiersed. Therefore the question arises in thos 
cases in which the court expres.sly ])rovides for trial and defence for offence 
committ(Ml before a civil court has ceased to function, or to exist, ami th 
trial has proceeded without sanction. The Tribunal may order alter it 
dissolution that there should be sanction of prosecution or no sanction o 
])rosecution. But my friend’s amendment will create further difficult; 
because where there is no commission no sanction is necessary. It has heei 
experienced that such ))rosecutions cannot go on hut the introduction o 
these sections cannot be of any hel]> l)e(‘au.se the (’oinmission will not hi 
there. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; As the hill stands now, it appear 
that sections 19') and 47() of the Criminal Brocedur(‘ ('od(‘ would ordinarily 
be a]>plicahle because the Commission has Iumui given the ])(>wer of a civi 
court. So, for all j)ur])o.ses, it is a civil court and certainly the provision; 
of the ('riminal Piocedure (bde relating to prosecutions in cases of offencei 
committed or in lelation to procee<lings of a civil coiiit must be applicable 
So 1 Avas only thinking whether that motion is redundant. That is my owi 
view though it would be ai)]dicable in cases of juosecution under fals( 
evidence. Of couise I am aware of the difficulty which arises, for after tin 
commission is dissolved how can a jirosecution he started-^ As we knov 
from experienci' a ]U()secution is not started aftiu' the commission is dissolve! 
and generally juosecution is started before the rejiort is submitted. Tha 
is wliat they usually do. I have got some experience of a commission ii 
my own distiict where a pro.secuition had to he started and what they di( 
was that it gave sanction just on the day they wme dissolvinl, they becann 
juvcius officio after the submission of their report and till the report i 
submitt(‘d they constitute the Tribunal and the ('ommission. If there i; 
any prosecution they will give sanction and if they don’t give sanction then 
is no ])rosecution at all. The equitable jirinciple adopted and accepted i; 
that pi'osecution should not be made a handle for the gratification of tin 
grudge of a particular partj\ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I am opposing thi; 
amendment. The bill follows the line of R. I. N. Enquirj^ Resolution 
wherein the enquiring authority was not given complete power under .sec 
tions 195 and 490. Although the Commission will take evidence along witl 
wliat powers given to it, the enquiry is not a judicial enquiry and the Com 
mission will cease to function after submission of the report. It may hi 
true that there may be complaint and indication may be there in the repor 
of the (V)mniission, but it will be infructuous on the part of any authority 
to exercise a private grudge by complaining against a person whose evidenc* 
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lw8 been recorded by the Commission. The Commission iii, not set up for 
the purpose of filing complaints in any court for perjured evidence und 
consequently the, amendment will not only he infructuous and redundant 
but it would be useless. 

Mr. 8. 0. SEN: Sir, there has been s<uup difficulty in respect of prose- 
cution for false evidence as has been pointed out by my honourable friend 
Mr. Chowdhu^ as after the enquiry is over the Commission would be 
functus oMcw and naturally no complaint or pro^ecution (*an be made for 
giving false evidence. To obviate that difficulty il my auieiulment No. 16 
on the agenda paper is accepted under clause d it would meet the case where 
it is laid down— “provided that no pro.secutiou foi giving bilse evidence 
before the Commission would lie unless the provisions of , sections llffi and 
476 of the Code of Criminal Procedure are complied with, or on the com- 
plaints of the Advocate-Ceneral, lleiigar'. Perhaps the Ilon’hle Chief 
Minister and lawyer members here know that where there is no such provi- 
sion, if you want to proceed against the person giving false evidence, you 
cannot do so. It would meet the case therefore if you add a provision like 
my amendment to clause 6. This will obviate the difficulty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jiiestion before the House is that in clause 2 
of the Bill after the word “sections iii line !), the figuies and commas 
“195, 476”, he inserted. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we better stop here today. 

Ths Hon’blo Mr. H. S« 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 would like to suggest 

that as this bill is very imixirtant and as it must get through botih the 
Houses before we adjourn for the Puja holidays may I reqiu'st you to allow 
this bill to be taken up tomorrow and finished ? Tomorrow is a non-official 
day. I am sorry we are encroaching n])oii the non-offndal day, hut it is 
of paramount iini)ortance that wv finish the bill without delay! 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any objection ? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Members on thi.s side feel that as 
.there is only one non-official day they wonhl like to have it for non-official 
business. We think that one or two day.'^ delay will not affect the 
Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are Government prepared to allow another day for 
non-official business ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir If we finish this 

bill tomorrow we can have a non-official day on Wednesday. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, Sir, we agree 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the non-official business going to ba 
carried to Wednesday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Y es, it is then agreed that we take up this bill 
tomorrow instead of the non-official business and the non-official business of 
tomorrow will be taken up on Wednesday next. 

The House stands adjourned till 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 10 a ni. on Friday the 20th September 
1946. 
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m MEMBEBS ABSENT. [ 1 ^ Sept., 19i6.] 

Memliers absont. ' 

Tbe following members were absent *from tbe meeting of the Counci 
held t)n the 19th September, 1946 : — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(5) Alhaj Khan Bahadur Sk, Muhammed Jan, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Maulana Muhammed Akrum Khan, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, and 

(9) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy. 





BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 194$^— No. 23. 


The Council lut't in tlip Cliainhcr of the Building*, 

Calcutta, on Friday, llic '20lli Septcinlier, lf)4G, at 10 a.tn., beinj? the 
twenty-third day of the Firsl Session of 194G, pursuant to section G‘2(^)(rt) 
of tiTe Government of India Act, 193o. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

k 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, with rej^ard to my (piestion No. 107, 
will the Judicial Minister reply to the other siipplemcniaries today as they 
were imstponed yesterday or he mig^ht reply to them afterwards. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well after these (juestions are over. 

Facilities granted to the security prisoners and political convicts for the 
prosecution of their studies. 

108. Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: AVill the Kon’ble Minister in charge 
of ihe Home Dcpartimuit be pleased to state — 

'//) ]f st'ciirity prisoners and jiolitii'al (joiivicts are now allowed to sit 
for riiiv(‘rsity Examination; 

• h) what facilities have the Government offered them t-o prosecaite their 
s1u(li('s and j)]epare themselves for citizenship after their release; 

(c) whether tlu'y are all()W(‘d to get hooks from the Imperial Library for 
])ur]K)ses of their studi(*s; and 

u7) whether Government proposes to make arrangements enabling such 
prisoners in liecoming reading members of the Imperial Library 
and obtain books therefrom 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): (a) All security 
prisoners in Bengal havn*, been released. The question therefore does not 
arise so far they are concerned. 

Well-behaved convicted prisoners are allowed to sit for University Exami- 
nations, subject to the conditions laid down in rule G54(5) of the Bengal 
el ail Code, Volume I (Seventh Edition), a copy of which is placed in the 
Library. 

(h) They are allowed the privilege of prosecuting their studies including 
jiartial exemption from jail labour when called for. 

(c) Yes, under rules G54 and 1074-jvjt)f the Bengal Jail Code if they are 
members of the Library. 

(d) Government have no objection to prisoners becoming reading members 
ot the Imperial Library and Ixirrowing bcioks therefrom according to the 
rules of the Library, but subject to riile.s G54 and 1074 of the Bengal Jail 
Code. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAB: Will the Hog^ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there is any arrangement by which the prisoners can send back 
the books to the library? 
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The Hoii’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; That could be done 
through the postal parcel. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether these prisoners would be allowed to write more letters than 
the usual quotas while writing to the libraries ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I ask for notice, but 
it is presumed that so far as writing to the library is concerned that is not 
taken as private correspondence of the security prisoners. 

Recommendations of Mr, R, A. Pepperall. 

100. Mr, NUR AHMED: (a) Will the ITon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state 
if the attention of the Oovernment of Bengal has been drawn to the recom- 
mendations of Mr. R. A. re})perall, Milk Marketing Adviser to the Govern- 
ment of India, last year as contained in his report recently submitted to 
the Government of India’s Member for Education, Health and I^ands? 

(Ij) Has the attention of the Government of Bengal been attracted to the 
following recommendations of Mr. R. A. Pepperall: — 

(/) setling uj) of a milk commission in eacli Province; and 

(//) a definite Governmental milk policy!*^ 

(6*) Jf so, what steps have been taken by the Government of Bengal to 
implement the recojiimendations of Mr. Pepperall with a view to improving 
the sup])ly of milk in Bengali^ 

(rl) If not, wliy notP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries: 

(a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) The recommendations of Mr. Pepperall will ho substantially complied 
with if the sclienio for the establishment of a (’cntral and Subsidiary Live 
Stock Breediiig-r////?.- Research Station find the long-term jiolicy advocated in 
the (hilcutta Milk Survey Report published bv the Government are carried 
out. ^JMh' ])rpsent ])olicy of the Government with regard to tlie improvement 
of live stock (Post-War Reconstruction Scheme No. 9) is also directed towards 
producing good dairy animals for Bengal. A statement showing the lines 
of action taken or proposed to be taken in this direction is placed on the 
Table. 

(J) ])(K‘S not arise. 

Statcnifnt referred to in answer to question No. 109. 

The reiKirt of the survey of Calcutta’s milk supply confirms the general 
impression tJiat the available milk supply is utterly inadequate not only to 
meet the ojitimum nutritional requirements of the people, but even to meet 
the minimuin needs of priority consumers, such as children, nursing and 
exi>eetant mothers. Y"et paradoxical though it may appear, even the limited 
supply of milk cannot find a ready market on days when the demand from 
the sweetmeat trade is small, for example, on days when no marriage or 
festival is celebrated. The fact of the matter is comparatively few j>eople 
can atford to buy milk at the prevailing high price. Merely increasing the 
supply of milk will not improve the present unsatisfactory position. 

The present level of price, high as it is, is not disprojicrtionate to the 
prices of otlier necessaries of life and the cost of producing milk. As fully 
explained in the report, the cost of producing milk in Calcutta will remain 
high so long as the bulk of the city’s sujiply is produced in Calcutta under 
conditions which are wasteful of valuable milch cattle. 



1946 .] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.. 


385 


Tlw" milk problem of Calcutta is to bring about increased production at 
lower costs, which will make milk sufiiciently cheap for the lower-income 
groups. Along with increased production at lower costs, would be control 
of (piality and rational distribution of the available sup])ly. These objec- 
tives may be achieved by the fulfilment of the long-term policy recommended 
in the report, viz. — 

(?) the prodiiclion of milk in the countryside, milk production in the 
city being banned, 

(?/) complete control of production, processing, manufacture and distri- 
bution of milk and milk producis in order to control lK)th the 
quality and the quantity, 

(///) sale of milk and milk jiroducts at standard (pialities, and 

(ir) a statutory contiol of ]»rice of milk and milk products for jiroducers 
and consumers. 

The magnitude of the task involved is great as will be seen from the fact 
that to provide an adeciuate supply of milk for Oalcutta, the mimlK'r of 
milch cattle recjuired at a conservative estimate, would bo about 180, (KM); and 
even allowing the animals suflicient lands to j>rovide a quarter of their 
jation as green fodder, about 45,000 acres, i.e., over 70 sfiiiare miles of lands 
would be leijuired. Ai)art from the difficulty of finding ilic reipiired number 
of milcli rattle and such aii extensive aiea of lands suitable for dairy farm- 
ing within easy rcmch of (’alcutta, this rrovince lacks cx])erii‘n(‘(‘ in the 
I’luining of commercial dairies. 

As a first step towards tli(‘ fulfilment of the long-term |)i)li(*y iet(‘rred to 
alM)ve, (rovornment have sanc(iom‘d a. scheme for the esta blishnumt of a 
Central Livestock R(‘scaicli-c/////-]tr(‘eding Stalion c<)m])rising an aiam of 
souK^ (),000 acres at 1 la liiighata near Kanchrapara about 45 miles from 
( alciitia. Among other things, the seh(‘me ]>rovides for the bnHMling of high 
grade bulls so necessary to improve tin* <|uality of our milch ('attic and to 
reduce our de])eiidence for such cattle on imports from otlu'r Rrovinec'S. This 
also })rovides for the selling uj> of ar» (‘XiH'rimen fal dairy faru) wli(‘r(' the 
economics of commercial ju'oduction of milk on modc'rii liiu's will b(' sludii'd. 
It is hoiked that the h'ssoiis oi this expi'iinK'iil will lx* useful in ('sliiblishing 
commercial dailies to su]>ply milk to Lalciilta am! other urban itieas in this 
Provin('e. 

(iovernmeni are going ahead with the scheme with all possilile sjjeed. 

The need for augmenting the existing supply of Tnilk I>eing immediate 
and urgent, fTOvernment also ]>rnjK)se to take such short-term measun's as 
are practicable to eas(* tbe ])r(‘scnt position. Oovernment have sanctioned 
special staff for developing the milk supjdy oi urban aivas, ])articularly of 
Calcutta, I)ac(‘a and Chittagong. Agminst thoiisands of milch cattle in pre- 
war days which were imported into Jlengal from the Lunjab, the United 
Ib’ovinces and Bihai’, the former two have sanctioned fern Bengal monthly 
(junta of 5(M) and l,0fM) only, while Bihar has completely banned (*x}K)rt. 
Representations have b(‘en made for securing larger ({iiotas from the United 
Provinces and the Punjab and for a reasonable (jiiota from Bihar. Further 
with a view to th(3 maximum utilisation of the existing milcli stock in 
(Jalcutta, the following jiroposals arc under consideration : — 

(1) establishment of farms for tlie salvage of dry cows and buffaloes, 

(2) provision of veterinary aid, 

(4) provision of stud-bnlls, 

(4) control of rent of stables. 

Further, the Calcutta Cor]x)ration ha.s been addressed to license all cattle 
kept in tbe city so as to ensure a minimum standard of sanitation and 
cleanliness. 
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Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Arising out of (b) 

may I know whether the suggestion for the appointment of a Milk Commis- 
sion has been considered by Government and if so with what result ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Securing of dead bodies for dissection purposes. 

111. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Dr. K. S. Ray): 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local 
Self-Government be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Governineiit are aware of tlie great difficulty exi)erienced by 

the Medical institutions in securing dead bodies tor dissection 
piiri)ose ; 

(b) if he is aware that due to this ii has l>ecome practically impossible 

for tlie institutions to satisfy the re(piirements for dissection laid 
down in the curriculum for medical studies; and 

(r) if the answer to })art (a) above is in the affirmative, what steps the 
Government projmse to take in this direction to ensure proi>ei 
su|)jjly of dead bodies for eflicient training of medical students? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali): (a) 

and {(>) Yes. 

(r) Tlie Surg*eon-Gen(‘ra] is conv<*ning \i m(‘eting with the heads ot 
Anjuman Mufidul Islam and the Hindu Satkar Snniity and the (diristiar 
Burial Board to exj)lore tlu* j)ossil)iIities of a satisfac tory solution of thii 
(piestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are some held-over questions. One is No. 5-1 
by ILii Bahadur Jogendra Nath lUiy. Y^es, Rai Bakulur. 

Price of wheat from the Punjab. 

54. Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the Hon hU 

Minister in charg(‘ of the l)i*partment of (hvil Supjilies he ])lea>ed to state 
if his att,(‘ntioii has l)(*en drawn to the stattuneiif made by Sir CMiatu Ram, 
Revenue Minister of the Punjab Government, ]>ul)lished in a Cahuitta daily, 

whi(di runs thus “ The Punjab wlnuit lands at (’alcutla ajiproxi- 

mutely at Rs,P2-8 per inaiind. The Bengal Government sells it to mills at 
Rs,15 ])er maund, allows them Rs.4 per inaund as milling charges, jiurchase.' 
atta from those very mills at Rs.PJ jier maund and sells at Rs.20 jier maund. 
The pretext for this astounding conduct is that the Bengal Government has 
to send wluuit and atUi to distant stations and is also building up i; 
Stabilization Pund. A Stabilization Fund at the expense of the Punjal 
grower and of the poor Bengal (*onsumer”? 

(b) How far is the vstatement referred to alxive correct? 

(c) Are the Government building up any Stabilization Fund as refeirec 
to in the statement? 

{(I) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make a clean statement oi 
the allegations made by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, Punjab? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CIVIL SUPPLIES 
(the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran): (a) Yes. 

(b) Though during the period ending the 31st December, 1943, Govern 
ment made a small profit, it was adventitious. The cost of procurement o 
wheat from the Punjab during the period — May, 1943, to February, 1944,— 
averaged R8.12~ll-() per maund and the average cost of procurement of whea 
from the United Provinces during the same period was Rs. 15-12-3 pei 
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Diaund. Wheat was transferred to the mills in June and July, 1943, at 
R8.15-8 per inaund, in Aupfust and in the first half of Septeml>er at Rs.14-4 
per maund, from the second half of September to the rest of the year at 
118.12-12, and from the 1st January, 1944, at Us, 10-7 per maund. The 
fortuitous profit was more than liquidate'^" by the reduction in price with 
effect from the 1st January, 1944, and (lovernmeiit incurred substantial 
losses iji their transactions of wheat and wheat products in 1944 and in 
1945. 

(c) No. 

{d) The avera^>e price of Punjab wheat landed at Calcutta a])])roximated 
to Us. 12-11 -G j)er maund from May, 1943, to February 1914. The averaj^e 
price of United Provinces wheat was similarly Ps. 15-12-3. during’ ihe period 
15th Mav, 1943, to 29th Febr uarv, 1944, ami both varieties of whtait were 
sold as follows during* the j)erio(ls noted beh>w : — 

1st June, 1943, to 31st July, 1943— at Us.l5-<S per maund. 

1st August, 1943, to 18tli September, 1943 — at Rs.14-4 ])e]‘ maund. 

19th September, 1943, to 31st DecemUu', 1943— at Us.12-12 per maund. 

From 1st January, 1944 at Rs.lO-T jx'r maund. 

The inilling- differential allowed to the millers (including’ (a)st of g’unn}/ 
and other iiirddental expenses) was — 

1st June, 1913, to 31 si July, 1943 — Us.3-(S for aft<i and also foi’ flour. 

1st August, 1943, to l<Slh S(‘pt(‘uib(‘r, 1943 — IN.2-(S for and H.s.5 for 
flour. 

19ili Seplemher, 1943, to 31st Deciunber, 1943 — oid,\ Re. 1-4 for afta 
and Rs.(i-4 foi’ flour. 

From Ist January, 1944— R(“l-1 for athi ami Rs.3-9 for flour. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Is the lloTi’ble 
Minister aware that there is quite a larg’e population in Uengal whose st^iple 
food is wheat ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: 1 ■am not aware of a 
large population who eid whe^it and wheat products only, but I know that 
there is a certain inimber of Marwaris who eat wheat. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur : Certainly more 
than 2 lakhs. Have tlie (government considered this (j nest ion that as the 
price of attji or Hour is placed at a mmdi lower h*vel than lice, the wheat 
eating- population gets their staple ioo<l at a mu<4i cheaper rate than the 
rice eating population Y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: So far as 1 find, the 
price of att-a is not lower than the i)rice of rice and theie is no disparity 
worth mentioning between the two pri(;es. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Will the llon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state if the astounding (M)mluct referred to therein has been 
challenged or the allegations contradicted Y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: My answer is that these 
are the facts as 1 have given in the answer and from these facts you 
very well understand that we do not admit the statements made by the 
Hon’ble Sir Choturain to l)e correct. 

Rai Bahadur ilOCENDRA NATH RAY: Is it not a fact that Ciovern- 
aient are making profit at a time when lakhs of people are dying? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I have already 
the answer tliat Government made a very small profit, which 
adventiiious. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY; What is that ‘ small’’ profi 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: As regards the amon 
I ask for notice. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Was the wheat purchased 
the Punjab directly or through any agent? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Appointment of Public Prosecutor of Faridpore. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: The Hon’ble Minister stat 
that wheat was transferred to the mills at Rs. 15-8 per maund and the rat 
of tlie sale of wheat were also the same. At which mills was this whe 
sold and through wliom, and what are the rates at which the public got i 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Wheat had be 
transferred to mills in Calcutta and from the mills they were sent to t 
mofussi] and other places for consumption by the public. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: What led Sir Choturam 
make this sarcastic remark? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I do not know. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: How can the Hon’ble Minister reply to th 
question ? 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Especially wh< 
he is dead. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Is i1 a fact that tlie Gover 
ineiit of Bengal built up a Stabilization Fund at the expense of the Punjj 
grower ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: No, certainly not. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Is the Hon’b 
Minister aware that tliis cry of profit made by the Bengal Governmei 
raised in Jlengal affected the food situation for Bengal for which Beng 
had to suffer? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Appointment of Public Prosecutor of Faridpur. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you may now i)ut your suppl 
menlary ([ueslions with regard to question No. 107. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Arising out of (f ) — the Hon’b 
Minister states in reply that “Babu Nagendranath Das Gupta, the fonm 
Public J’rosecutor of Faridpur, worked in that capacity for 0 years, 9 montl 
and odd days” — will tlie Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state why th 
change-over ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: As I have alread 
said. Government appointed Maulvi Abdiis Salam Khan on the recommendi 
tioii of the District Magistrate but the reasons for the recommendation ai 
not known to Government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the name of the District Magi; 
trate who recommended him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Mr. F. A. Karin 
I.C.S. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Was Mr. Das Gupta 
found guilty of anything improper or unfit to discharge his duties and so 
^ was it found necessary to replace him ? 

The Hon’bte Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Many questions have 
been linked together. Therefore it cjinnot be answered in one word. 
However, any instance of neglect of duty by him is not known to the 
Government. But as I have said before, the reason for the change was not 
known to Government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the lloii’ble Minister be pleased to 
make an attempt to ascertain from the ])istrict Magistrate why he was 
superseded ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL; The honourable 
member should perhaps know tlnit Public Jb-osecutors are apiminted for a 
term of years and at the expimtion of that term new men Jire usually 
appointed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it a fact then that after 6 years 9 
months his term expired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you plmise admit that it was in 
pursuance of comnumalism ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: No 1 do not admit 
that. 

Mr. BUOY SINCH NAHAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wdiat is the usual t(‘rm ot apjmintment in these iippointments ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Three years. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH; Is it a fact then that 
Mr. Das Gui)ta (‘oinplcted his term of 3 years and when the question of 
renewal came in he was replaced by a new man ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: May 1 know whether 
this gentleman who was appointed in place of Mr. Ibis (iuj)ta Ijelongs to the 
Muslim League Party? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: I think s^o. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Is it for this rcMison that 
he w'as appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: 1 do not know the 
reason. But J do not thiidi so, because that gentleman, Mr. Abdiis Salam 
Khan, is a rcpu1(>d lawyer and has established liis reputation and I think 
that was the reason for his appointment as Public Prosecutor. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now 1 take up Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s held-over 
question No. bO. Mr, Das. 

Deaths from starvation. 

60. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Civil Sui)plies lx- pleased to state— 

(a) whether it is a fact that a fx-rson died of starvation in the middle 
of June, 1946, in the village of Ilai igati Kalmakundu thana within 
the subdivision of Netrokona in the district of Mymensingh; 

(h) whether it was rei>orted earlier in the same month that another died 
of .starvation in that same subdivision; 
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(c) whether Government /have received news of deaths from starvation 

of people in the Eastern Bengal this year since May, 1946 ; if so, 
of how many; 

(d) whether it is a fact that groups of villagers, men, women and 

children the majority of whom are either landless cultivators or 
landless labourers in the Eastern Bengal are living on jack-fruits, 
supplied to them by villagers; 

(e) what steps Government have taken so far to prevent deaths from 

starvation or relieve the situation of those who are on the verge 
of starvation; and 

(/) what steps Government have taken to reduce the price of rice so as to 
bring it within the reach of the }X)()r people. 

The Hon’hle Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN; (a) Government have re(‘eived no 
such report. 

(b) The death of a man from starvation was alleged in a newspaper 
report. Enquiries were made and it was found tliai the man was not destitute 
and that death was due not to starvation but to pneumonia. Government 
have already issued a Press Note on this matter. 

(c) Government have seen a few reports in the Piess regarding deaths 
in East Bengal from alleged starvation. None of these reports have however 
l>een substantiaied by enquiries. 

(d) There may be a few isolated cases. Government have received jio 
infoianation and do not believe tliat large numbers oj ]i(‘ople an,vuh(‘i‘e a7‘e 
so short of foodgrains that they are living: on jack-fruits. 

(c) Government are distributing rice under modified rationing to the 
poorer sections ()f tlie j)opulation in all areas where shortag’e has developed 
or where prices have risen. In addition free doles or rice at concessional 
prices aie being disiribuied to the extremely j>oor. Other relief measures 
in the sha}>t^. of test relief works, loans, gratuitous relief and institutional 
relief ill destitute Iiojik's have also b(‘en undertaktm. 

(/) Government ])ropose to continue the measuies already mentioned, 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (h), will the JTon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how he can say that the deceased was not a 
destituted Was au enquiry made of the area of lands he had? How many 
/ivni/s had he? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Of couise enquiries had 
been made and then it was found that the allegations were not correct. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: flow many hams of land — quantity of 
lands — he had? flow can >ou say he was not a destitute? What is your 
ground ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: I ask for notice. 
Message from the Assembly. 

Mr. SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following message 
has been received fix)ni the Bengal Legislative Assembly : — 

'^Message. 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on 17th September, 
194G, agreed to the Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, 194G, as 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council without amendments. 

Sd. N. Amin, 

Calcutta, Speaker^ 

The 19th September^ 1946. Bengal Legislative Assemhly^\ 
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The Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946i 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I find there is an accidental slip in 
my amendment. The word “also” has been left out accidentally. I beg to 
insert that. 

Mr. PRESIDEHT: Yes. 

Mrs LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I heg* to move that after clause 2 of 
the Bill, the following be added, namely: — 

It shall also be competent for the said Commission to take evidence for 
or against the Minister or Ministers, the Commissioner of Police or the Chief 
Secretary or other high officials and report to the Government as to them 
may seem fit and proper.’’ 

fo exjilain why I have put in this amendment. There is a 
general feeling that •ibis Commission ouglit to have been apjiointeil by (he 
Go\ernment of India. There is no doubt that this Government has absolute 
power to ajipoint such a Commission for the jmrpose of empiiring into the 
causes of this riot and also tlie measures that were adojited to stoj) it. With 
respect to tins there is no qiu'stion. Hut there is a iirecialent that in 19411 
when -famine broke init the Famine Commission was constituted by the 
Go^erniiH'nt of India. J liat Wtis the A\ oodhead (hnninission which sat in 
Calcutta and reported on I he Ihmgal famine. (The Jlon’hle Khan Bahadur 
S.viVEj) MiAZZ\Mri)i)ix Hosvin: Kot mily of Hengal famine but of all- 
India famine.) Hengal famine jiarticularly and in that report of the Coin- 
niLssion, Sir, having been appointed by thi' Govmmment of India, it very 
Se\eiel\ castigatf'd t he M iiiisl ly and the high officials of thi' Government of 
Bengal. Now, Sir, <hi^ ( ()mmi>si()n is Ixung iustitutial b\ tht‘ Government 
of Ihmgal and ther(‘ is an imjiression abroad that, wlnm tin* Gov{‘rmn<*nt of 
Bengal has doin* so, ])robal)l\ ])eo])le ma\ In'sitati* to givi* evideina* against 
the high officials of tin* Gon ('rnm<‘nt , as foi examjile tin* Minist(*r or 
Ministei's, the CkmiinissioiH'r of Ihilict*, the (diief S<‘cr(‘tary and otiln*!’ high 
officials. It is a v<*ry important thing. It is nece.ssary, Sir, that not only 
Justice should be done hut aKo tin* ])<*o])h* should know from now on that 
action is being tiiken hert* to see that justice is done and thus cr<*ate a very 
favourable imjires.sion into tin* minds of tin* public. Tiln'rt'fore, Sir, it is 
very necessary that we should , be yer\ exjilicit in this bill and in order to 
make tlie matt<*r very explicit there should la* no bar for cvidenci* coming 
in for the acts of omission and commission on the part of higli offi(‘ials and 
the Government and that is wlhy this aim*ndment has been jnit in. So I 
should r<'ither like to know how this amendnn'nt is n*acling on the mind of 
the Chief Minist<‘r, whether he is willing to make an exjiress provision in the 
bill that it would be coiiipet(*nt for th(* Finjuiry ('ommission f,o go info 
L’vid(*nc4‘ again.st tln*m al.M). Tln*n*fore I .sa\ that if you jib'asi* acc(‘]»t this 
amendment, it will clear the air of suspicion and tin* public will know' wdiere 
tliey stand and niaki* it ])ossible for persons willing to give i-vidence to come 
forward. ()therwds<*. Sir, w'h(*ther light or wrong, an inipr(*ssion is going 
round that as allegations have b<*en madi* against this Government that 
they had been remiss and were guilty of man> acts of omission and commis- 
don during tlie Great Calcutta Killing, the\ might vie, timi.se the subordinates 
if they g-ave evid<*nce against them and it may not be jmssible in the absence 
:)f this amendment to give any such evidi-nce against them and it i,s there- 
fore only to make matters clear that I j>ut in this amendment and I would 
mrely await the reactions upon the Chief Minister wdth respect to this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that offer clause 2 of the Bill, 
he following be added, namely : — 

“It shall also be competent for the said Commission to take evidence for 
►r against the Minister or Ministers, the Commissioner of Police or the 
-hief Secretary or other high officuils and report to the Government as to 
hem may seem fit and proper.’- 
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The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I oppose this amendment 
Sir, it is wholly unnecessary. The Commission is entitled to call for and a: 
a matter of fact is going to receive evidence of all kinds and I am perfectly 
certain that the honourable members opposite will make it their duty U 
place before the Commission all matters which may go against the Ministe; 
or Ministers and the Chief Secretary and the Commissioner of Police and 1 
am equally certain that the Commission will receive such evidence agains 
them, will examine it, sift it and, after all, that will be the main functioi 
of the Commission. I think this amendment is wholly unnecessary. 

Mfi PRESIDENT; The question before the House is that after clause 
of the Bill, the following be added, namely : — 

‘‘It shall als-o be competent for the siiid Commission to take evidence foi 
or against the Minister or Ministers, the Commissioner of Police or the Chie; 
Secretary or other high ofli(iials and report to the (]ltf\’eri\ment as to then 
may seem fit and proper.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 stant 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; I beg to move that in clause 3 of tin 
Bill, after the Avord “person” in line 1, the word “either” be inserted, an( 
after the word “evidence” in line 2, the word “in a written note filed” be 
inserted. 

Sir, in introducing the bill the honourable member in charge promisee 
that he would not stand in the way of any amendment which would be 
thought necessary or whi(di Avould clarify the amhiguity or remove any 
ani])iguity by claiifying the ])rovisions of the bill. Sir, tliis is a simph 
matter and 1 think this will clarify the clause which would then read 
thus: — No stiitement made by a person either in course of giving evidenc€ 
or in a. written note filed shall subject him to etc., etc. This is the amend- 
ment which I am proposing and if accepted there will be no ambiguity. I 
think in Aoew of the importance of this clarification the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge will be pleased to accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 3 of the Bill, aftei 
the word “person” in line 1, the Avord “either” be inserted and after the 
word “evidence” in line 2, the u'ord “in a written note filed” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I fail to understand the 
significance of tliis amendment. The statements which are made and which 
are made on jnipei' or in written documents are not on oath and consequently 
I just cannot see the Aitility of this amendment. It is only the statement:^ 
made before the Commission in reply to a question which a person is requirec; 
by the (kmimisskm to answer ami is relcA’ant to the subject matter of the 
inquiry — it is only in respect of those statements that a person can be 
accused of giviiig false evidence. I am sorry. Sir, I do not find any value 
for this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House i.' 
that in clause 3 of the Bill, after the word “perscjii” in line 1, the word 
“either” be inserted and after the Avord “evidence” in line 2, the word “ir 
a written note filed” be inserted. 

The question was put and lost. 
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Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: I beg 1o move that in the proviso to 
clause 3 of the Bill, for danse («)> following bo substituted, namely; — 

‘‘is one which the Commission permits or requires to be made before it 
by such persons”. 

The reason of this amendment is that the words “statement made in reply 
to a question” as in the Bill are rather ambiguous. The idoix of giving 
indemnity has been provided under danse 3 but whether it is also the 
intention of Government to say tliat the person wlio was making a statement 
before the Commission, whether it is made in reply to a question, or 
voluntary, whatever it may be, whether that person will get indemnity or 
not is not dear. And if it is the intention of the House or of the Govern- 
ment that each iierson making any statement before the Commission should 
get an indemnity, I think this amendment should be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the proviso to clause 3 
of the Bill, for clause (a), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“is one wdiich the Commission permits or requires to be made before it 
by such persons”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The amendment certainly 
looks plausible but I just fail to see what is wrong with the bill as it is 
drafted, which, as I have said before, follows absolutely the lines of the 
R.T.N. Commission. This pioviso is taken from the Bill or the Ordinance, 
as amended, wliidi set up the B.I.N. (Vuninission of Enquiry. After all a 
person comes and makes a statement and unless he is reijuired to make a 
statmnent 1)\ the ( 'ommi^sion how can h(‘ do so!'' 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur; Sir, may 1 say 
a few words? The point xvhich is not (dear in the proviso is this- when a 
witiH'ss comes nnd gives evideut'o and is (‘xamiiu'd the Commission sitting 
may be writing down evidence; the lawyer puts a (juestion and the witness 
gives his answer without any specific direction from the fkimmission; it 
sJtould be made (d(‘ar whether the witn<‘ss in sudh a cas<‘ has answ(‘red innler 
the direction or permission of the (’ommission or not. 1 think that this is 
the object of my friend. Probably the whole thing will be (juite clear if it 
is interpreted to mean “permitted by the (Vm mission.” If that is the 
interpretation 1 think there is nothing to W4>rr\ . But in older t/O make the 
point clear expert legal draftsmen might bwik into tliis point. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; 1 think, Sii, this amendment 
is jilausible. But the word “required” here is eovi'n'd to mean “permits”, 
because a statement made before the Commission wliiidi the (kunmission 
requires to answer is tlie same which the Commission permits a person to 
answer. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, clause 3 gives security to 
a person giving statement before the (kini mission. But it will be so if 
really tin* legal int(*r])rctation of the cxfii'cssion is “permits”, and if that 
security is there. Tf it is not there th^^n 1 think hardly many people will 
go before the Commission. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H : Sir, may I have your 
permission to say a few words, before this clause is (vmsidered. There are 
other amendments concerning provisos (a) and (h) .so that if this amendment 
is considered and disposed of one way or the other, tlie other amendments 
may not come at all. Will you kindly refer to my amendments !Nos. 11, 12 
and 15 in this connection? They are so mixed up that all these things 
should be considered together. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Will the honourable member 
accept the expression “which is required or permitted by the Commission 
to answer” ? 
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Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: This is a verbal amendment. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8ENs Yes, Sir. I accept the suggestion 
made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister and may I move it, Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If you want to move it I have no objection. It is 
after all a verbal change. 

8ir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Shall I move it? 
Mr. PRE8IDENT: Let Mr. Sen move it. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: I beg to move: that the statement 
required or permitted by the Commission 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Please let me have it in writing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I have some time 
to consider this amendment, say two minutes? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Shall I adjourn the Ilouse for 10 minutes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned for 10 minutes. 

{After a>d jonnivient,) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, we have considered the 
very valuable aineiidment that has been moved by Mr. Sen and we suggest 
the following. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You want to substitute that clause? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Y es. Sir. I beg to move 
that for clause 3 of the Bill the following c'hiuse be substituted, namely — 

“Except ill a prosecution for giving false evidenc^e, no statement made 
by a person in the course of giving evidence before the Commission 
shall subject bim to, or be used against him in any civil or criminal 
proceedings : 

I’rovided that such statement — 

{a) is one which the Commission permits or requires to be made by 
sucb person ; and 

(6) is relevant to the subject matter of the enquiry.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that foi- clause 3 of the Bill the 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“Except in a prosecution for giving false evidence, no statement made 
by a person in the course of giving evidence before the Ck)mmission 
shall subject him to, or be used against him in any civil or criminal 
proceedings. 

Provided that such statement — 

{a) is one which the Commission permits or requires to be made b}" 
such person; and 

{h) is relevant to the subject matter of the enquiry.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about the other amendments? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H : That is what I was going 
to say. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, 
Sir. The character of the clause as it orif^inally stood has been changed 
now and I submit that all amendments now bewme out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Npt all, but most of the amendments will be out of 
order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No 17 is relevant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Bo I take it, Mr. Molmlanobish, that you are not 
moving the remaining amendments on the list whicli relates to this clause, 
as the clause itself has been changed now? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Having regard to the 
fact that now the amended clause has been accepted by ^he House the other 
amendments standing in my name do not ari.se. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My amendment is that after clause d of 
the Bill, the following further proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided further that the Cio\ernnient will make adetpiate ariange- 
ments for safegimrding (lovernnienl .servants and others giving 
evidence before the Commission against victimi.s4ition.“ 

Sir, I want to know \\liat reaction doi's this amendment produc'c on the 
Chief Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, what can be the jmssible 
reliction! After all if there is any victimi.sation it will he hy (Government. 
How can Government make ade(|uate arrangements for safeguarding (lovium- 
nient .servants against victimis^ition ? 1 can oidy give this assunince to the 

honourable member that any statement made by a Government .servant will 
be absolutely .sacrosanct and on no occasion will Goverjiment take steps 
again.st him for making these statements, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Thank you, 1 do not move it. That is 
enough. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Sir, I move that after 
clause d of the Bill, the following new clauses be added, namely: — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is u new cluiise thnt von are siif’^'estiiij'. Is it 
luit, Mr. Mohaknobish!' It iloe.siTt really ennie under clause I). 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then let me put clause d first. 

The question before the House is thuit clause 3 as amended stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: May I move all the new 

clauses to be added after clause 3 together, or you will permit me to deal 
with the new clauses one by one. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You can move all the new clauses at the same time 
and speak on them too. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Sir, I move that after 
clau.se 3 of tlie Bill, the following new clauses be added, namely:— 

“4. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Evidenc^e Act, 
1872, or in any other Rule or I>aw for the time being in force, 
the Commission shall have full powers to enforce the production, 
examination, inspection and a<lmission into evidence of all docu- 
ments and materials as well as all statements or communications 
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whether written or verbal which the Commission may consider 
relevant or necessary for their enquiry, and neither the Govern- 
ment nor any of their officers or other persons shall be permitted 
to claim any privilege in respect thereof on any grounds whatso- 
ever. 

5. Notwithstanding the terms of the said Resolution No. 4309P. of the 

Government of Bengal, the Commission shall have power to 
ascertain and specify the names of persons who are found to be 
guilty of negligence of duty or other acts of omission or commis- 
sion resulting in the failure to prevent, check or suppress the 
disturbances within the first two days till the military were called 
in. 

6. The Report of the said Commission shall be published in the 

Calcutta Gazette within two months of its submission U) the 
Government of Bengal.” 

Would you permit me, Sir, to deal with all these three clauses together, 
or sliall I have to do so one by one? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can do so together. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: With regard to the new 

clause 4 which I am proposing, the object is obvious, namely, tliat there 
should not be any claim of privilege. As honourable members are aware, 
there aie certain comniuniciitions and documents whitdi Government officers 
might be asked to produce before the Commission on the ground that tlmy 
are ])rivileged. You will find in certain sections in the Indian Evidence Act 
that certain State documents ciinnot bo forced to be produced before any 
court or tribunal. There are certain communications which also under the 
rules of the Indian Evidence Act are supposed to be privileged, and unless 
the party having this i)rivilege waives that right no court or tribunal can 
force them to produce them. As we have heard, Government is anxious to 
liave a full and thorough eiujuiry into all these incidents, there must be 
some documents 4md communications in the possession of (iovernment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mohalanobish, I have some doubt almut the 
last of your tliree amendments, namely, No. (>, 4is U> whetlier it is within 
the scope of the Bill. Your suggestion is that tlie Rejmrt of the said 
Commission shall be jiublislied, /.c., by Govtunimuit, in the Calrittia 
Gazette within two months of its submission to the Government of Bengal. 
But now please look at the object of the Bill, as in the Preamble and the 
Title. To vest a Commission of Enquiry with (‘ertain powers, whereas a 
Commission of Enquiry has been i;q)|M)iuted to eiupiire into and rejmrt on the 
causes of and the measures taken to deal with the disturbances which 
occurred in the town and suburbs of Calcutta in the month of August, 1946; 
and WHEREAS it is exi)edient to vest the said Commission of Enquiry with 
powers of a Civil Court.” Tlie question of publication of its Report is not 
one of the duties that can be undertaken by the Commission. The Commis- 
sion becomes functus officio after submission of its Report and this is some- 
thing which is ex])ected of the Government to do. So I do not think that 
that })art of your amendment comes within the scope of the Bill. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: I believe you are not 

going to give your decision without hearing me, Sir. Shall I not be allowed 
to explain the neces.sity of my amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, please do. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH : With regard to my amend- 
ment for a new clause. No. 6, I need not say whether Government or the 
Commission is to publish the Report 

Mr, PRESIDENT: After its submission to Government. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H: The publication of the 
Report will have to be done within two months of the submission of the 
Report. That does not mean tLat the Commission should have to publish it 
after their report is out. After their report they can along with the signings 
of the report say that it shall be published in the ‘‘Calcutta Gazette” and 
that will be carried into effect. This should not cause any difficulty. As 
to whether the Commission can or cannot publish tli(‘ Rejwrt in tlie 
‘‘Calcutta Gazette,” I submit that any court or tribunal having the jK)wers 
of a civil court as is sought to be made out in the Bill itself, that it should 
have the ])owers of a civil court, can publish any paper or documents 
wliich they want. Therefore there is no difficulty for the Commission to 
direct the publication nor is there any difficulty for the Government to 
publish it. But I submit that when the Report is goinn* to be submitted, 
the Commission would be perfectly at liberty to direct that the Reixut shall 
be published in the “Calcutta Gazette.” Therefore, Sir, in that view of the 
matter, my amendment is within the scope of the Bill. May I proceed, SirP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H : With regard to my 
proposed clause No. 4, I was submitting tluit the object vvas to prevent any 
claim of privilege by any piirty, whether Government or any officer of 
(jovenimerit. And if Government is realK anxious b) have a thorough 
enquiry into the incidents that the (/ommission is to go into, 1 hope the 
enquiry should not he hampered by any technical rules of evidence. I need 
not take any more time of the House by elaborating the ])oint and hope that 
all concerned will readily agree that there should not he any limitations and 
as I have heard the Hon’ble Chief Minister yesterday to say that the (Vmi- 
mission wdll be free to make any rules about their own procedure and lhat 
they will admit evidence and go on witli the empiiry in their own way as 
they think fit, so that there will not be any limitations on their powers — this 
is exactly what 1 am trying to clear up by this express jirovisioii so that 
nobody might he iiiider any misappr<*hcnsion whether the right to claim any 
privilege still remains. With regard to clause 5, having regard to the object 
of this Bill it is to my mind ratber vagiudy expressed. ]ly this clause I want 
to make it perfectly clear that “the persons who are found to he guilty of 
negligence of duty or other acts of omission or commission resulting in the 
failure to prevent, check or su])press the disturliances” should be simcifically 
mentioned so that the peo])le may know who are at fault. 1 do not think 
there would be any objection to that on the part of any member of this 
House b) the insertion of this clause. I think it is in the interest of all 
concerned that the report should be published within a nmsonahlc lime and 
that time is given as two months. I think the Government will be pleased 
to accept these new clauses. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Amendment moved that after clause d of the Bill, 
the following new (dauses be added, namely: — 

‘‘4. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 
1872, or in any other Rule or I^aw for the time being in force, 
the Commission shall have full powers to enforce the production, 
examination, inspection and admission into evidence of all docu- 
ments and materials as well as all .sbitenients or (x)mmunications 
whether written or verbal which the Commission may consider 
relevant or necessary for their enquiry, and neither the Govern- 
ment nor any of their officers or other persons sliall be permitted 
to claim any privilege in respect thereof on any grounds wlhatso- 
ever. 

6. Notwithstanding the terms of the said Resolution No. 4309P. of 
the Government of Bengal, the Commission shall have power to 
ascertain and specify the names of persons who are found b) be 
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guilty of negligence of duty or other acts of omission or comm 
sion resulting in the failure to prevent, check or suppress t 
disturbances within the first two days till the military were call 
in. 

6. The Report of the said Commission shall be published in t 
‘Calcutta Gazette’ within two months of its, submission to t 
Government of Bengal.” 

Mr, C. MORGAN: On a point of information, Sir. Clause 2 sa; 
'‘compelling the (lisc!Overy and production of documents”. Does the pro^ 
sion in the Evidence Act of 1872 grant similar privilege for calling f 
documents, and if the Commission claim this privilege, can they do so? 

Tho Hofl’blo Mr, H, 8, 8UHRAWARDY: Under the Evidence Act th< 
ciin; but it is not proposed to apply the Evidence Act at all, that is tl 
reason why I am opposing the suggestion of Mr. Mohalanobish. The Coi 
mission is going to have full and complete powers and will not be bound 1 
the rules of the Evidence Act under which the privilege can be claime 
Consequently the suggested clause that ‘‘nowithstanding anything contaim 

in the Indian Evideiuo Act, 1872, or in any oilier rule or law the Conimi 

sion shall have full powers ” is really redundant, betiause we are not appl 

ing the Evidence Acd, at all. We have given full jiower and we have not sa 
anything that there is limit by the rules of the Evidence Act. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: When you exclude 
you must include some other provisions to specify tliat. 

THg Hon’blo Mr, H, S, SUHRAWARDY: No. AVhen you are givf 
powers for civil court, under sections 480 and 482 of the Cr.P.Cj. they are m 
bei ng governed by the Indian Evidence Act. We have juade that very clei 
that they will have all the powers of a civil court for the pur]X)se of receivin 
documents, administering oaths, compelling discovery and production < 
documents, etc. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVhat about the Evidence Act? 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S, SUHRAWARDY: You can take it from me tlu 
it will not apply. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I think th 
(V)mmission has been given the powers of a (dvil court for ceriiiin specifi 
purpose and in view of the stiiitement of the Hon’ble Minister that th 
Evidence Act will not apply this amendment is, 1 think, redundant. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Sir, may I reply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot reply. You have no right of reply. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Then can I make 
statement ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot make a statement. You can answer th 
points raised by Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: All right. Sir. Now 
in the absence of any provision in this Bill about the exclusion of th 
Indian Evidence Act, it wall apply. The assurance of the Chief Ministe 
will nut help us in the least after the Bill is passed into law. When th 
Commission is going to be empow'ered wdth the powers of a civil court the 
whenever the question of discovery, inspection mentioned in clause 2 wdl 
arise, anybody so inclined will be entitled to put forward the privilege unde 
the Evidence Act. It is said that it will not apply then; just now we (hav 
heard that in clause 3 they have put in the question of relevancy. Now, Sir 
who is to judge the question of relevancy and under what law? Therefor^ 
by implication the Evidence Act will apply. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I think I did not make 

myself clear. We are not setting- up a civil court. If we did that then the 
Evidence Act would apply. We have given certain powers which are 
normally exercisable by a civil court and we have given certain other powers 
so that the Gommissimi might come to a finality. I am afraid that the 
honourable member will have to accept ni} statement that the Evidence Act 
will not apply. It is a statement which is made with the best legal advice 
of the Government. 

' Mr# PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after clause 3 
of the Bill, the following new clause be added, namely : — 

“4. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 
1872, or in any other Rule or Law for the time being in force, 
the Commission shall have full powers to eniorce the production, 
examination, inspection and admission into evidence of all docu- 
ments and materials as well as all statements or (ommunioations 
whether written or verbal which the C/ommission may consider 
relevant or necessary for their enquiry, and neither the Govern-^ 
ment nor any of their officers or other persons shall be permitted 
to claim any privilege in respect thereof on any grounds what- 
soever.” 

The motion w,is jiut and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the House is the motion of 
Mr. Nagendra Xath Mohalanobish to add a new (-lause, namely, clause 5 
which reads ; — 

^‘5. Notwithstanding ihe terms of th4‘ said Resolution No. 4dU9P. of the 
Government oi Bengal, tlie (\)m mission shall have power to 
ascertain and specify the names of persons who are found to be 
guilty of negligence of duty or other a(ds of mnission or (X)mmi8- 
sioii resulting in the failure to prevent, check or suppress the 
disliirbances within the brst two days till the military were called 
in”. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion before the House is the motion of 
Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohahiiiohi'^h to add a new clause, namely, clause 6 
which reads : — 

“6. The Report of the said Commission shall be published in the 
‘Calcutta Gazette’ within two mouths of its submission to the 
Government of Bengal.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

The Hoffl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I move that in the 
Preamble to the Bill, for the word “.suburbs” the word “neighbourhood” be 
substituted. 

The purpose of this amendment 1 have pointed out before. It is intended 
to enlarge the territorial jurisdiction of the Commission so that they may 
take cognizance of incidents which took place at places just contiguous to 
Calcutta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Preamble to the Bill, 
for the word “suburbs” the word “neighbourhood” be substituted. 

The question before the House is that in the Preamble to the Bill, for the 
word “suburbs” the word “neighbourhood” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Title and 
the Preamble as amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bill as settled in the Council be passed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. There have 
been several amendments made and accepted on the floor of the House. As 
such can the third reading of the Bill be moved the same day? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not many. The main amendment was an agreed 
one practically. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALAN0BI8H : Not exactly. Anyway 
it dosen’t matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill as 
settled in the Council be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item is the Government Resolution under 
eection KKt of the Government of India Act, 1935. I presume that all 
honourable members have by this time received copies of the Resolution 
which were circulated, 1 believe, da.\ before yesterday. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN; J do not want to move 
that Resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y oil don’t want to move it? Very well. Will the 
Honourable Leader of the House please tell me what will be the business for 
Monday? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

The Murshidabad (Amendment) Bill will be introduced on Monday. With 
your permission, Sir, I shall also move that it be taken into consideration 
and passed on that very day. The Opposition has agreed to this course. 
As a matter of fact the Bill had already passed both Houses last time, but 
on account of certain changes made here in this House to that Bill, it could 
not be taken up to the Lower House again, and it eventually lapsed, section 
93 having intervened in the meantime. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, has there been such an understanding in 
regard to this Bill that it will be introduced on Monday and also passed ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. That is the understanding. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. The House stands adjourned till 11 a.m. 
on Monday, the 23rd September, 1946. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 11 a.m. on Monday, the 23rd September, 
1946. 
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Members absent: 

T1i€ lollowing members were absent from the meeting of the Council held 
*on the 26th April, 1946 : — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Kbaii Bahadur Sved Abdur Bashid Chowdhury, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Ellahi, 

(5) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(6) Alhaj Klian Bahadur Sk. Muhaniiiuid Jan, 

( 7 ) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Maulana Muhammad Aknim Khan, 

(9) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(11) Dr. Kuniud Sankar Ray, and 

(12) Mr. F (\ J. Steuart. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 


First Session, 1946—No. 24. 


The Council met in the Legislative Ciiamher of the Ijegislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 23rd September L)4(), at 11 a.ni., being the 
Twenty-fourth day of the First Session of 11)40, pursuant to section ()2(2)(^/) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Asansol Electric Supply Company, Limited. 

112. Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Uon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Asansol Electric Supply Company, 

Limited, sup])lies energy to the town of Asansol; 

(b) if so, wliat is Ihe rale at which the supjjly is inadt* ; 

{c)(i) the rate at whicdi tlie said Electric*, Snj)ply (N)mpany receives bulk 
supply from the Dishergarli Power Siip])]y Company, Limited, 
and 

(ii) the cost of distributing the energy j)er unit; and 

(d) whetlier it is a fact that the Asansol Electric Sui)i)ly Company, 
Idmited, only distiibuteH the energy through transformers ‘P 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) Yes. 

(6) A schedule of rates charged for different classes of consumers is 
attached (Schedule 1). 

(r) (i) A schedule of ratt‘s at which the Asansol Elcctiic Sup})ly Company, 
Limited, receives bulk supply from tlie Dishergarli Ih)wer Sufiply (kinijiany, 
liimited, is attached (Schedule II). 

(ii) A schedule setting out the cost of management and distribution of 
energy in annas jier unit pur(*hased and annas per unit sold for the years 
1944 and 1945 is attached (Schedule 111) 

(d) The Asansol Electric Siiiiply (’orapany, Limited, receives energy in 
hulk at high pressure and transforms it down to medium and low pressure 
for distribution. There are, therefore, transformer losses as well as distri- 
bution losses to be taken into account. 

Statevient referred to in reply to question No, 112. 

SCHEDULE 1. 

Rates of charge for the supfly of energy at Asansol. 

Rate per unit in annas. 

I. For Domestic Purposes — 

(1) For lights only — 

Gross rate ••• *3^*0 

Rebate • •• 1*0 

Nett rate ••• 6*0 
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Minimum charge of R 3 . 6 O per annum per K.W. of the rated wattage of 
lamps installed. 

(2) For fans only — 

Gross rate ... *60 

Rebate ... 10 

Nett rate ... 5*0 

Minimum charge of R8.40 per annum per K.W. of the rated input of 
fans installed. 

(3) For lights and fans combined — 

Gross rate * . . . 6'5 

Rebate ^ ... 10 

Neit rate ... 5 '5 

Minimum charge of Rs.50 per annum per K.W. of the rated wattage of 
lamps and ini)ut of fans installed. 


(4) For heating, cooking and refrigerating — 

Gross rate ... 3 25 

Rebate ... 05 

Nett rate ... 2 75 

(5) For motors not exceeding 1 B.H.P. — 

Gross rate ... 4*5 

Rebate ... TO 

Nett rate ... 3-5 

Minimum charge of Rh. 24 ])er annum per rated B.H.P. of all the motors 
installed. 

(()) For motors ex(‘.eeding 1 B.H.P. — 

Gross rate ... 40 

Rebate 10 

Nett rate ... 3‘0 

Minimum charge of Rs. 24 per annum per rated B.H.P. of all the motors 
installed. 


Rate per unit in annas. 


II. For Industrial 1‘urposes — 


(1) Motors up to 4 B.H.P. — 


Gross rate 

... 30 

Rebate 

... 0*5 

Nett rate 

... 2-6 

Phi.'i Rs.4 per rated B.H.P. 

(2) Motors exceeding 4 B.H.P. 

but not exceeding 15 B.H.P.- 

Gross rate 

... 2*5 

Rebate 

... 0-6 

Nett rate 

... 20 

Plus Rs.4 per rated B.H.P. 

(3) Motors above 15 B.H.P. — 

Gross rate 

... 2*26 

Rebate 

... 0-6 

Nett rate 

... 1-76 

Plus Rs.4 per rated B.H.P. 
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Provided that if the consumption per month exceeds 50 units per rated 
P.H.P. of all the motors installed and if the motor or motors are not run 
between the hours of 5 p.m. and 12 p.m. no standing charge (K8.4 per rated 
B.H.P. of all the motors installed) will be l<'\ied. No rebate of any kind 
will be allowed if the motors are used at any time between the hours of 
5 p.m. and 12 p.m. 

III. Energy Supplied for Charging Accumiilaiors — 

Kate per unit in annas. 

Gross rate ... 4-5 

Rebate - ... 1-0 

Nett rate ... 35 

lY. Energy Supplied for Mixed Domestic and Cinom.. Puri)()ses — 

For cinemas willi an aeliial (‘onsiimption of noi less iliaii (),(HH) units in 
each calendar year, enerpy may be sui)])lied at the following rate: — 

Annas four and pies six ])er unit of current meteri'd, with a minimum 
annual payment for (),(K)() units, suh.jeet to a rehaie of anna one 
per unit under usual conditions imposed for lh(‘ grant of n'hate. 

The rates shown in the Rate Rook have since hemi amended and the 
rates shown under I, II above are in accordatice with the latest information 
obtained. 

SCIIEDUI.E 11. 

RaTK of CIIAUGKS MADE UY THE 111 SIlEECiAltTI boWEK SuiU'EY CoMPANY, 
JUMJTID, FOR THE SUPPLY OF ENElDiV IN HULK TO 'J'HL AsaNSOIv ElECTPTC 
SuPiU.Y (V)MPANY, lilMlTED. 

Rates for electrical energy consumed in a calendar year — 

Rate in j)ies j)(*r unit. 

On first 200,000 units . 14 -0 

On second 200,000 units ... ... b‘t-0 

On all energy in exce‘ss of 400,000 units ... 12*0 

Less 2 pies per unit as rebate for pa.vment within 21 days. 

Note .- — The Dishergarli Power Sujiply (kunjiany, Limit(‘d, (mhanced their 
rates of charge in 1944. The revised rates which were given ellect to from 
April, 1944, are shown above. 

SCHEDULE in. 

Year endini; 31st Deuemher, 1944. 

(1) Number of units purchased — 4!)4,372. 

(2) Number of units sold — 422,f32H, 

( 3 ) Total amount actually paid in re.si>ect of energy purchased — 

Rs.24, 068-5-0. 

(4) Cost value per unit purchased in annas (3)-f (1) — 0*7789. 

(5) Cost value per unit s^rld in annas (3) (2) — 0*91 18. 

( 6 ) Management and distribution cost (all costs other than purchase 

of energy in bulk) — Es. 68, 855-10-3. 

(7) Management and distribution cost in annas per unit purchased 

(6)- (1)_2*2284. 

( 8 ) Management and distribution cost in annas i)er unit sold ( 6 ) (2) — 

2*6086. 

(9) Total cost per unit purcha.sed in annas (4) -r (7) — 3*0072. 

(10) Total cost per unit sold in annas (5) -f (8) — 3*5204. 
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Yeae ending 31st Dbcembee, 1945. 

(1) Number of units purchased — 578,714. 

(2) Number of units sold — 508,977. 

(3) Total amount actually paid in respect of energy purchased— 

Rs.29, 043-3-0. 

(4) Cost value per unit purchased in annas (3)-^-(l) — -8030. 

(5) Cost value per unit sold in annas (3) -f- (2) — -9130. 

(6) Management and distribution cost (all costs other than purchase 

of energy in bulk) — Rs. GO, 829-2-9. 

(7) Management and distribution cost in anUas per unit purchased 

(6) -(1)— 1-8477. 

(8) Management and distribution cost in annas per unit sold (G) - (2)— 

2 '- 1008 . 

(9) Total cost i)er unit purchased in annas (4) -f (7)— 2:6507. 

(10) I'otal cost per unit sold in annas (5 )-h(8) — 3-013S, 

Development of the indigenous system of medicine in Bengal. 

110. Mr, NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of 
the I)e])artmcTit of Commerce, Labour and Industries he pleased to 'istate 
whether any well-considered plan has been prei>ared hy the (iovernment of 
Bengal for developing the indigenous system of mediidn'e in Bengal? 

(5) Is it a faet that a resolution to develoj) indigenous drug industry 
moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed, M.I..C., in 1944, was adopted by the Council? 

{(') If 80 , wJiy no effect has been given to the same? 

The Hon»ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) No. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) It was considered that the best way of im])]emeniing the resolution 

and as an essential prerequisite to the initiation of any scheme for an ordered 
development of the drug industjy— was to \indertake a ('oinprehensive survey 
into the requirements of the various drugs eonsumed in the l‘rovinee and 
the possibilities of tlieir devel(q)ment with ])artieular referem-e to availahilitv 
of raw materials, labour and te<'bnieal su])ervisi(m. With this objec-tive in 
view a conference of local manufacturers was convened last year so as to 
concentrate attention on the difficulties that eontronted them in develojung 
the industry and how best these eonld be combated. In pnisuanee of the 
reeominendations of the eonferenee it is now in contemplation to set up a 
(annmittee rejiresentative of the local drug industry to investigate into 
various matters confronting tiic indnstiy and to make recommendations on 
the ])ossihilities of establishing new lines of manufacture with a view to 
making the industry self-sufficient in its basic requirements. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. With regard to the beld-over 
questions it is desirable that the Hon'ble Ministers should inform the Council 
Department that tliey propose to answer those questions on a particular day, 
otherwise copies of those questions cannot he circulated to members to enable 
them to put supplementary questions. At least one hour before the scheduled 
time the Council Department should be informed that the Hon’ble Ministers 
will answer the questions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Arising out of (c) will the Hon'hle 

(The Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, will you please allow the Hon’ble 
Minister to speak first. 
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THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I request that, as I 
have not g’ot the file with mo, I may reply to all the supplementaries to- 
morrow. The question may he held over or the supplementaries may he 
answered hy me tomorrow. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All right. Supph'mentary questions niny he 
answered tomorrow hy the Iloii’hle Munster (Mr. Q. Mohuan: Not 

lomorrow — tomorrow is a lioliday — next day) Yes, next day and the 

copies of the question will he circnlated to the memhers in time. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946, 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, before you Uike up the regular proeecalings on the ag. fida, 1 heg \ei\yo 
to apply for extension of time tor the siihmission of the r<qM)i‘t of tlie Select 
(V)mmittee of the (^alcutta Bent Bill, I94(i, up lo the dOllj of Novemher as 
the memhers of the Select Committee wanted that the meeting sliould he 
postponed foi' a longer piu iod hecau.^e the lionoural)le memlveis W(‘re not in a 
po.sition to aj)})ly tlluor minds to lli(‘ provisions of th(‘ Bill. So it has luum 
necessary to ask for further time. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Arising out of 
this question may 1 sa\ a few woids We have .sc(m a numher of comments i?i 
all kinds of ne\vs])ap(U's that a gi’cat deal of :ithnii is Ixong committed hy tin* 
landlords and owners of houses u])on theii- tenants. I know personally of 
]nany smdi inslajices. So, I ^\ouhl lik(‘ lo kmov wludlnu* (ioMU’nimmt hav(' 
anything iji contiunplat ion to ])ut a stop to all these liardshi])s. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The S(dect (hmnniltet* aie considering all these things. But as these ai'e 
very ahnormal ciriumstances the memhers have been unable to meet to 
consider this Bill. If there had been no such difliculties the Bill would 
have been passed even through the Assembly by tins time. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: When the Oidinance is going to ox])irey 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: On 

the doth Sejitemher, ll)4(i. It has ali'eadv lasm d(*cid(‘d that a Government 
Order will he is^iUMl until we are ahh' to g<‘1 through this Bill. But we must 
he ready to bring the Bill in the next session. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I lake it that the 
Inteiition of Government is to continue the pn'.simt Bill and they are issuing 
the ord(‘rs only to sc'c that tlicie rs no hiatus in tin* meanlini(*. Sir, in vi(‘,\' 
of the uigencv of the mallei I would je(ju(‘st the Government to expedite* 
the matter. 1 have seen a man paving Bs. 10 as hous(‘ rent being dmiiarided 
Its. 50 and on his inability to pay th(‘ enhanced rent he is being jnit to all 
sorts of hardshi]is. So, all ihcse things should be considered by Govmm- 
ment at the time of issuing the Oidinanci*. 1 hojie tin* (tovernnumt will 
consider the desirability of introducing some of these new measures in the 
Ordinance to be given effect to immediately. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, may J edarify the 
tmsition a little more. It is the intention ot Government to include in the 
proposed Ordinance all the measnres that have been decided and examined 
by the Select Committee and also some matters which are useful but have 
not been deliberated upon by the Select Committee yet and the stains quo 
will continue. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tlie (| nest ion before the Ilou.se tliat the time for 
ihe submission of the Select ('ommittee’s Report on the Calcutta Rent Bill, 
194G, be extended till the dOth November, 1946. is it the plea.sure of the 
House to grant this extension of time? 
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Several members; Yes, yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So the time is extended. 

The Murshidabad Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIY ED MUAZIAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I be^ to introduce the Murshidabad Bill, 1946, which has been publisher! 
in the Gazette already. I then move that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. 

Several members: We have not s*ot the Bill, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is being circulated just now. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be taken into fx)Tisi<]eration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M otion moved that tlie ^lurshidabad Bill, 1946, be 
taken into consideration. 

The (|uestioii before the House is that tlie Murshidabad Bill, 1946, be 
taken into consideration. 

The moiion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Tlie (]uestion before the House is that (danse 1 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (danse 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The (juestion before the House is that <d>ause 2 stand part of the Bill, 
ddie motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ( danse '> stand part of the Bill. 

Tlie (] nest ion before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put 4ind agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ( 1 ause 4 stand part ol the Bill. 

The (|uestion before the House is that (Tause 4 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause b stand part of the Bill. 

The (piestion before the House is that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (1 ause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

The (luestion before the House is that (danse 6 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Preamble and the Title stand part of the Bill. 

The (juestion before the House is that the Preamble and the Title stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 

beg to move that the Murshidabad Bill, 1946, as settled in the Council be 
]>assed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Murshidabad Bill, 1946, 
settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Murshidabad Bill, 1946, 
settled in the Council, be passed. 
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The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Now as regards the next item, namely, the Howrah 
Improvement Bill, no message has \et been received from the other place. 
So it cannot be taken up today. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA; It s a great pity, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stiinds adjourned till 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday. 

Adjournment. 

The Council adjourned till 11 a.m. on AVednesday, Sepiem})er 1940. 

Members absent: 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 2dr(l September 1940: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Khan Baliadiii' Syed Abdiii Rasliid ('liowdliuiT, 

(3) Mr. llamidul ilu(( Cliowdlnirv, 

(4) Mr. Kamiui Kumai’ Dutt-a, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Ellahi, 

(6) Mr. Latafat Ilossain, 

(7) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(8) Alliuj Khan Bahadiii' Sk, Muhammad dan, 

(9) Mr. Huinayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(10) Maulaiia Muhammad Aknun Khan, 

(11) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(12) Ml’. Nagendra Nalli Mohalanabisli, 

(13) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(14) Khan Baliadur Mukhle.sur Rahman, 

(15) Dr, Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(10) Mr, F, C, J. Steiiart, and 
(17) Mr, Md, Taufiq. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Ssition, 1946 No. 25. 


Thi-: Council met in the Legislative Chamber pf the I.egislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 25th September, ]94(>, at 11 a.m., being 
the 25th day of the First Session of 1940, pursuant to section ()2(2)(«; oi 
the Government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Hamid CHowDiiiTuy, j.p.) was in 
the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Re-excavation of ‘‘Mirer Khal” in Tippera. 

113. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the De})artnient of Ii-rigation and Waterways be j)leased to state — 

(a) ^Gicthcr to make communication easy for all for most i)art of the 
year and for facilitating trade between ba.:af's Companyganj, 
Molies])ur and Kuti within the district of Tippera as also for 
irrigating the surrounding lands and im])roving the health of 
the locality (Tovernmenf will be pleased to take up the re-ex<*ava- 
tioM of the lhaJ known as “Mirer KIiaF’ which issuing from 
river (iiimti at a point close to (h)inpanyganj ha:nr falls to the 
river Binigang at a point in village Major which is within the 
Sadar subdivision of the district, the length of the bJial being 
2Ji miles only; 

{h) whether he is aware that this khni is a very ancient and historical 
kJiaJ and now dries up and remains dry with cess-j)ooIs and 
stagnant water here and there for most part of the year causing 
great inconvenience to the public and the traders and spreading 
malaria to the surrounding villages; and 

(c) if the Government will take any action in the matter; if so, what? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abul Fazal Muhammad Abdur 
Rahman): (a) A proposal for re-excavation of the Mirer Khal has already 
been investigated. Re-excavation may im])rove navigation facilities 
between the bazars to a certain extent. But aman paddy, which is 
grown in the hil through which the hhal j)asses, is likely to be damaged by 
inundation caused by the increased flow of the Gumti flood water wdiich 
would be brought in if the channel is enlarged. 

(b) Yes, but malaria is not likely to disap])ear or even be appreciably 
alleviated by re-excavation of the khal only as the latter passes through the 
bit where there are cess-pools and local depressions. 

(r) In view of the replies to {a) and {b) it is not considered necessary to 
take any further action in the matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Regarding inundation, arising out 
of (a), was it considered if there would still be inundation even if embank- 
ments were put up on both sides? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN: Will the honourable member please repeat his question? 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Eegarding inundation, arising out of 
answer (tf), if there be embankments on both sides would there still be any 
chance of inundation on both sides of the Khal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR 
RAHMAN; On enquiry it has transpired that Babii Surendraiiatli Chaa- 
dhuri of Tarash, who is the main initiator of the sclieme, is an influential 
and ri(di man of the locality and is the owner of the Kuti bazar and (Gov- 
ernment do not consider it desirable to have the Mirer Khal re-excavated 
only in the interest of that gentleman. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Now I am taking up held-over question 
No. 110. 

Any honourable members willing to put any supplementary questions? 
(No supplementary questions were put). I take it then there is no supple- 
mentary question on this. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, I luive an adjournment motion 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Y es, I am coming to that. T have 
received notice of an adjournment motion from Mr. Haridas Majumdar that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the situation at Dacca and its 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, has consent to this 
motion been given ? Because if not, in that case, I submit that the 
adjournment motion should not be read out. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Yes, that is the usual ])ractice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, if the (‘onsent has not 
been given — if consent has been withheld by the Hon’ble President — then 
it cannot be read out 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Consent has not been \\ithheld. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, the procedure is that 
consent is given by the Hon’ble President before admissibility is disioissed 
here and before objendion is called for in this House. If the Hon’ble 
President, sitting in his room, withholds his consent on the ground that 
this matter is not of urgent public importance, then it is here ah niitia. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am afraid the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
is labouring under some misconception. The ])ra(*tice here is that on 
receipt of the noti(*e of an adjournment motion, the Hon’ble the President 
may consider the (juestion of admissibility or otherwise sitting in his room 
and announce his decision on the floor of the House. But sometimes it is 
felt necessary that both sides should be heard before the (question is finally 
decided. Eegarding this particular notice, most probably it has not beeii 
put up before the Hon’ble President. At any rate, he has not ])assed any 
order on this matter. So I am considering the question of admissibility 
and in doing so I think I should read the whole adjournment motion so 
that the honourable members of the House may know on wdiat point this 
adjournment motion is sought to be moved. So I read out the motion : 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the situation at Dacca and its 
neighbourhood where murder and arson have become rampant : a four-yeai 
girl bas been stabbed on the 21st instant; w'ell-armed goondafi have raided 
Hindu houses at Jatrabari on the 20th instant, murdered Abinash Eaj- 
bangs! and another and burnt Hindu houses; a Scheduled Caste Hindu 
fisherman has been fatally stabbed in Indira; one Sub-Inspector fatallv 
stabbed in night train and thrown out on the same date.” 
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Before I announce my decision on the question of admissibility I want 
to place one or two thinj^s before the Government, and as a matter of fact 
before the whole House tor their consideration and I would also like thd 
honourable mover to consider if a motion like this should be moved at a 
time when the situation is ver\ grave and feelings are very strained. 1 
should like him to consider whether discus-ion of a motion like this would 
improve the situation. There is another thing. Though I have not otficiallr 
received any intimation as to the prorogation of the House it is expected 
that the House is going to he prorogued very soon. S(» it may he tliat, eveii 
though the motion may he allowed, there may not be any time for discus- 
sion of the same. On the other hand I would like to hear if tiovernmeut 
are prej'ared to make a statement on this matter in which case the honour- 
able mover of tlie motion may not press his motion at all. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Before the Dejmty IVesidenl 
appeals to the good sense of the members of tlie House t(; consider thfi 
adjournment motion that has been given notice of, may I know whetlier l»e 
has considered the (piestion whether the member has the right to move the 
motion or mvt. Under rule 97 of the Jfengal Legislative (k)uncil Jho- 
cedure Itules, consent of the President is essential Ixdori' a member is 
allow »ul t('. move such a motion. Then the Chair will liave to see, after the 
consent has heen given, whether the motioJi is in order and then to find out 
if the niemher has the leave of the House to move the sanu*. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have already told the House that T 
have not yet announced my decision. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Then why are you ai)pealing 
to the House, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT : To ascertain tln‘ views of th(‘ House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I have simply j>rayed for leave* to mov^ 
the motion and if the (jovernment (‘an satisfy me that the measures takert 
by tliem are adeejuate 1 may withdraw’ the motion. 

The Hon’bfe Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: First get the have (d 
the House to move the motion and then withdraw. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So far as the form of the motion is con- 
cerned I find it in order. So I would like to know if there is any objection 
to the motion being moved. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I have objiction, Sir, and 
the reasons are in the first jdace, that, w’ith reference to the incident.s referred 
to in the motion they are 4 or 5 days old and they could have been brouglit 
before the House earlier and placed before the House for disemssion, and 
secondly, incidents like this are taking place almost every day. Everybody 
knows this and also tliat Government are taking steps to c.omhat the. same 
and that the incidents have been continuing for some considerable time 
now. It is not a new^ thing. It is going on for a considerable time and 
all that I can say before the House is that 1 propose going to ])a(M‘a on 
Friday with the Hon’ble the fiCader of the Opposition ami (uutain other 
(’ongress and Muslim League members. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, in view of the assurance that the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister is goimr to Daca-a and will enquire into the matter 
and hoping that something tangible will ensue out of his and certain 
Congress and Muslim League leaders’ visit to Dacca I withdraw my motioTl. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The House has not 
been asked for nor has it given any leave to move the motion and so th<i 
question of withdrawal does not arise, i 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Mr. Karidae Majumdar is 
tryiu| 2 f to make the best of a bad job. Let him have that satisfaction. To 
this adjournment motion in its present wording neither the President could 
have given his consent nor the House leave. Anyhow let Mr. Majumdar 
have the satisfaction that the House has granted him permission to with- 
draw the motion. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I did not object to 
anything which Mr. Haridas Majumdar said except to the expression 
“withdraw”. The question of withdrawal of the adjournment motion does 
not arise because he did not get the leave of the House to move his motion; 
in other words, the motion was not introduced nor was there any likeli- 
hood of the leave being granted. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: That is a different thing, but I can 
withdraw my motion at this stage. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

The SECRETARY: (I)r. S. K. D. Gupta), Sir, the following Message 
has been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly : — 

“That the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1946, as 
passed by tlic Bengal liegislative Assembly at its meeting held on Ihe 7th 
August, 1940, has been duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. The 
concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is requested. 

Sd. N. Amin, 

Speaker, Bengal Legislative Assewhlg." 

22nd Septemher, 1946. 

Sir, herewith I lay on the table the Calcutta Iin])rovement (Howrah 
Amendment) Bill, 1946, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly, on 
the 7th August, 1946. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will a copy of the Bill be ciirulated 
to members now? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, copies are being circulated. 

Non-DfRcial Bills. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take up consideration 
of uon-offi(!ial Bills. 

The Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Usurious Loans (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1944, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken 
into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very simple amending Bill. This Act was passed in 191fi 
with a view^ to give relief to the debtors and in suitable cases by the courts. 
It has however been found by very important bodies, such as the Central 
Banking Enquiry Committee, the Bengal Banking Enquiry Committee 
and also by the Industrial Commission, that the Act has remained practi- 
cally a dead letter owing to the inherent defect in the provision of section 3 
of that Act. In section 3(a) there are two conditions which have to be 
fulfilled before a court can exercise the power given to it. That section 
lays down that the two conditions must be present — one condition is thal 
the rate of interest should be excessive and not only that but that the 
transaction between the parties should be substantially unfair. The word 
‘‘and'' has created all this difficulty, and there is also the word “may”, as 
in that case the court may or may not exercise all or any of the powers 
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enumerated in that section. The Bengal Banking Enquiry Committee as 
well as the Industrial Commission recommended this change and said that 
this section should be amended and by this simple amending Bill as settled 
by the Select Committee the word “or” in place of “and”, between the 
expressions “excessive rate of interest” and “substantially unfair” has been 
substituted, and in place of the words “may exercise” the words “shall 
exercise have been substituted. This, Sir, is the substance of the amend- 
ments and having regard to the fact that a long time has passed since that 
Act was passed and m view also of the passing of the Bengal Money-lenders 
Act of 1940, there is no objection to passing this Bill. The question may 
arise as to why is the amendment necessary after the passing of the Bengal 
Money-lenders Act of 1940. It apjiears that that Act does not deal with 
commercial transactions; it only deals with loans amongst the agriculturists. 
Whereas the Usurious Loans Act applies to all sorts of Lansactions includ- 
ing commercial loans also and it is therefore nec'essary lliat the courts 
should be given the power to deal with excessive rates of inten'st or where 
the transaction is substantially unfair to re-open the account between the 
parties and to give other reliefs to the debtor, in a]>pro])riate cases. 
Reduced rate of interest on commendal loans is a sifie qua-non for the rapid 
progress of trade and commerce among the people of Berjgal. It is an 
admitted fact that in Bengal rate of interest on commercial loans is much 
higher as compared with Bombay. This is the reason why the Bengalees 
are backword in commerce, trade and industries. 

So there is a necessity for .such an amendment and such amended Bills 
are already enacted in other i)rovincea. With these few words I commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Usurious Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, as reported by the Selc'Ct Committee be 
taken into consideration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Mr Deputy Presi- 
dent, Sir, we have no objection to the consideration of this amending Bill, 
but, Sir, no notice was given for submitting amendments to this aineml- 
ing Bill. So (jovernment (^ould not submit the necessary anHUidments to 
'he Bill, and for this reason I would request you and, tliroiigli you, the 
tionourable mover of the Bill, that some time may be given to us ancl the 
Bill may be defened to a further date for consideration. As no notice 
ivas given (jovernment could not examine it and ajjply their mind proj)erly 
uid (jovernment consider that some amendments sliould be nec(?ssary. 
Therefore it is fair and proper that along with this amendment (dher 
imendments should be incorporated and in order to do so (jovernment 
'equire some time and I would request the honourable mover to defer the 
Jonsideration of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Notice of this motion was given by me about 
bur months ago and I do not know why this matter was not 
:ommunicated before in due time to the Ilon’ble Ministei. There is con- 
tention in this House that these amendments could be incorporated at the 
irae of third reading which may be postponed and let us proceed with lire 
onsideration motion now. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

*^ 0 , Sir, amendments could be taken up at the time of second reading and 
lot at the time of third reading, (jovernment is permitted to submit 
imendments during the second reading and the second reading could be 
lostponed for that purpose. In the circumstances we hope the honouiabbi 
nover will agree to defer the Bill as suggested. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: What is youi opinion, Mr Nur Ahmed? 
^re you agreeable? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Now, will the Leader of the House 
please suggest some date by which the notice of amendments is t(^ be 
submitted 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUA22AMUDDIN H08AIN: 

4.S the House is going to be prorogued shortly I think dOth October, 1946, 
may be fixed as the date for submission of amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS May I take it that the House is agreeable 
to that proposal? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Yes. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Order, order. The question before the 
House is that The Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940, as 
reported by the Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Notices of amendments are to be sub- 
mitted by the 30th October, 1946. 

Tho Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Court (>f 
Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as reported by tlie Select Committee bo 
taken into consideration. 

Sir, this amending Bill is necessary for making some very impoitant 
changes in the Act which was ])assed in 1H79'. Sir, in tlml Act as it 
stands now, there are many defects and its provisions are all limited and 
narrow. Sir, since then responsibility of tim state has hccn widem^d and 
it is necessary that the state should take up res])onsil)ility lor the protec- 
tion of its citizens’ property. The word “estate”, in the Act of hSTO, in 
its present definition does not (‘.over other proiierties that the Court of 
Wards may take charge of. Unless it be an ('state, no immovable projxury 
and otlier pr()])erty even if it is a big tenure fetching about a lakh of rupees 
of incouH' a year, or other immoveable town pro])erty whose incoiiu' may be 
lakhs and lakhs would be taken over by the Court of Wards as the Act 
stands now. Sir, seeing this difficulty, other Proviiu'es, such as the Punjab 
Central Provinces, Bombay, have made necessary changes in definilionh 
and the word “(estate” has been substituti'd by the word “iinmoveabh 
jiroperty”. This amending Bill as settled in the Select Committee doet 
not go so far as those Acts but has confined itself to add to the list of 
‘‘estate” tenures and interests in land ex(‘ei)t the int('rests of the cultivating 
raiyai. Sir, these changes are very necessary. And this amending Bill 
also replaces the wmrd ‘‘dis(iualified” occurring in section 6 of the Act and 
in other sections of the Act by other suitable words. This word ‘‘disipmli- 
fied” is repugnant to many and if not repugnant at least it is very jarring 
to the ears and there are other conse(iuential anunidments in this amen(ling 
Bill. I recommend this motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved that the 
Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as reported by the Select 
Committee be taken into consideration. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Nir, G(*vernment have already accepted the principles of the Bill when they 
^reed to the Bill being committed to the Select Committee and the Select 
Lomnnttee Beport is now liefore us. But it is rather a long report; I would 
certainly accept the motion for consideration but then T would re(|ucst 
my honourable friend to give us time to submit amendment^ so that we 
may (‘onsider the various provisions carefully and submit any amendments 
that may be thought necessary. Let time be given till 3()th of October 
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Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: Sir, I find in this amending Bill 
that some clauses in the original Act are going to be rephu^ed us a result 
of the rei)ort of the Select Committee to whom this Bill was referred. 
Of course it is an important matter requiring detailed consideration by 
Government. I have lieard the Hon’ble Mipister say that he accepts the 
motion for consideration, but then he asks tor time to put in amendments 
by the 80th of October. I feel that wloui an amending Bill is moved for 
consideration, before a speech is made by the mover, I think the proper 
course for the Hon’ble Minister would be t(i move an amendment that the 
Bill be taken into consideration at a later date and that Government be 
given time to submit amendments by such and such a date. Fnle.ss that 
point is first of all accepted then it may be presumed that tlie Bill should 
be taken up for consideration then ami there. When time is only asked 
for, that is not an amcmlimmt ; it should not la* done b\ was of an amend- 
ment. Only it is a suggestion that the mover of the Bill be asked to agree 
to your suggestion 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is your point Are you s])eaking 
on the motion for consideration of the ]lill or on tin' amendnnmt?’ 

Mr, ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD : On the amendm nt ; I think Oie 
amendment of the Honourable tbe Leader of the House would be that the 
Bill be tak(m up tor ('onsideration after giving full opportunity to Govern- 
ment for amendments; unless it be in this form, then if th(‘ motion for 
consideration is moved, then it sboiild be ])resumed that the Bill will be 
taken up for consideration h(‘re and now. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, the usual practice hme has betm that a certain date is fixed within 
whi(di amendments to a certain Bill must be givtm notice* ot. Ai> member 
to(^k this amending Bill so seriously that any one understood it to nnuui 
that it should be taken u]) for consideration here and now. In vi(‘w of the 
])ractice which has been in vogue in this Jlouse T think 1 am right in 
asking for time so that all inembto's may know that they will have to submit 
amemlments if an\ by a certain date and that I'cal consideiation ot the 
Bill clause by clause may start after that date. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, Government ar(‘ not op])osed to tin* 
motion moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. They simply ask for time to givi* notice 
of amendments and I do not see anything irregular in this. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Court of Waids 
(Amendment) Bill 1940 (as reported by the SeleiT Committee), be taken 
into consideration. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may say for the information of 
honourable members that amendments to the Bill will be accepted up to 
the doth (»f October, 1940. 

The Bengal Criminal Procedure (Election Offences) Amendment Bill, 1943. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal (Timinal Procedure 
(p]lection Offences) Amendment Bill, 1948, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of : — 

(1) The Honourable Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in (charge of tbe 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(4) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, 

(5) Mr. Moazzem Ali Cbowdhury, 



418 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[25th Sept., 


(6) Mr. Haridas Majumdar, 

(7) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya, 

(9) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

nO) Mr. Kamini Rumar Dutta, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report by the ^Ust March, J947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Sir, it is a very simple Bill the principal purpose of which is to do away 
with the provision of previous sanction for offences for false personification 
in the elections to local bodies, 

Mr. BUOY SIKGH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. The mover 
has proposed certain names for the Select Committee, hut I am sorry that 
no consent has been taken from this side of the House from the members 
suggested in the personnel. 

Besides, the number of members on the Select Committee from our 
party is also not according to our quota. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is your objection? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Firstly, Sir, no consent has been taken 
of the members who have been selected from oui parly, and, secondly, 
proper quota lias not been given to us according to ])arty l)asis. According 
to rules consent of the Opposition should be taken in regard lo the selecdion 
of the personnel before, and we should get proi)er quota. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There is no hard and last rule that on 
the Select (h)mmittee each party will be pro])erlv and ade(iuately rei)resent- 
ed. There is a convention like that. The difficulty is that all the honour- 
able members have not yet signified to wdiich party they belong and in 
the absence of such a declaration by each member it is difficult to ascertain 
the relative party strength. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; I may inform you, Sir, that our party 
has submitted the names of members of our party, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not only the consent, Sir, but also the 
question of quota according to the number of membeis in the party. 
According to number we are entitled to three seats. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; So far as the Congress Group is con- 
cerned they have declared in writing their numerical strength; they are 
entitled to more representation on the Committees. As regards consent of 
the members I have already expressed my opinion, and it is that, if there 
is any objection from any member to serve on a Committee, I must take 
that factor into consideration and in the absence of any such objection I 
shall take it that the member^ whose names have been proposed have no 
objection to serve on the Committee. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: Sir, my name appears on the Select 
Committee proposed for this Bill. Of course I have objection not only in 
respect of this Committee but also in respect of other committees and I 
have given almost a general indication to the movers of the Bills request- 
ing them to spare me as far as possible. I am living at a long distance 
from here and so I have told them to try to find some other member of 
my party to take my place. I do not like to be on the Committee owing 
to my inability. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So the personnel of the Select Com- 
mittee will have to be changed by an amendment by a member suggesting 
other names of the members who are willing to serve on the committee in 
place of those who will not be able to do so. 

Then comes the question of quota to be given to the Congress Party and 
other Parties, I have already expressed the difficulty on my part because 
I have not got any declaration from the different parties as to their 
strength. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We are entitled to .mr quota. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Considering the strength of our 
Party to the strength of the House as a whole we are entitled to propor- 
tionate representation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That question may be amieubly settled 
now or later. Let an amendment be made from tlie (iovernment side to 
change the personnel of the Select Committee replacing the names of those 
who cannot serve on this (Committee. May 1 liear th(‘ J.eader of the 
House? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The question of Select Committee need not arise now, Sir, as regards item 
No. IV as I have put in an amendment for recirculation of this Bill. That 
is why 1 am not in a position to agree to refer this Bill to a Select Committee. 
Because this is a very important matter. 1 think further circulation is 
necessary. 

Mr. MOAZZEM ALI CHAUDHURY: They (meaning the (Vingress) 
are entitled to d seats on the Select Committee. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved: that the 
Bengal Criminal Procedure (Election Offences) Amendment Bill, 1943, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of; — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. IJ. S. Suhrawardy, Minister-in-cliarge of the 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. J. Nelson, 

(3) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(4) Mrs. Labanyaj)robha Dutt, 

(5) Mr. Moazzem Ali Chaudhury, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Majiimdar, 

(7) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Keajiiddin Bhuiya, 

(9) Mr. Amulyadlione Hoy, 

(10) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I beg to move that the Bengal Criminal Procedure (Lleciion Offences) 
Amendmentt Bill, 1943, be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting further 
opinion thereon by the 31st Deceinber, 1946. 

The point is this: a very imi)ortant (‘hange is contemplated by Ihis 
Bill and so I think further re-circulation is necessary and lurtfier opinion 
should be invited, I would therefore request the honourable mover of the 
motion to agree to my amendment. 

I have put down the date as the 31 st December, 1946, but if my honour- 
able friend wants that the date should be shortened then I am prepared to 
accept that. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED; I agree to the re-circulation by the ^Ist December, 
Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that the Bengal 
Criminal Procedure (Election Offences) Amendment Bill, 194d, be re- 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the dlst 
December, 1946. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Criminal Procedure 
(Election Offences) Amendment Bill, ]94d, be re-circlaled tor the purpose 
of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1946. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Moslem Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure 
Regulation Bilh 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not move my motions Nos. 5, 6 and 7 but 
I shall move No. 8. 

vSir, before 1 move my motion No. (S, however, 1 ask your ])ermissioji 
to amend certain names. When I gave notice of my moiion there was 
no definite alignment of parties. Mr. Amulyadhone Roy then belonged to 
the Congress })ar1y but now he does not belong to that ])arty. So I would 
ask my Congress friends to suggest two other names from their side so that 
th(‘ir <|uota of members on the Select ('ommittee may ])e intact. Mr. B. (h 
Dutt is there, and two otlier jnembers are wanted. I, tlierefore, request my 
Congress friends to suggest two names from their party. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Co on, Mr. Nut Ahmed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, he wjints to have two names from the Congress ])arty and is waiting 
for their suggestion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But I cannot wait indefinitely for this : 
Let him move his motion first as it is. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bengal Moslem 
Marriage J'ixtravagant and Sui)erfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 
1940, be referred to a Select (kmimittee consisting of: — 

H) The llon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal, Minister in charge of 
the fludicial and liCgislative Departments. 

(2) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman, 

(3) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(4) Mr. Ilaridas Majunidar, 

(5) Mr. ITaji Md. Yusuf, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(8) Mr. Moazzem Ali Chaudhury, 

(9) Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st January, 1947, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to consti- 
tute^ a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, this is a very important Bill which deals with a very vital problem 
in respect of the Miislim community of Bengal today. It is an admitted 
fact. It is found by such an important body as the Beinral Bankiiig 
Enquiry Committee that Muslims sometimes — especially Muslim peasantry 
of Bengal — incur loans at the time of the marriage of their daughters and 
children. A very cruel tradition is followed in the villages and the 
examples of wealthy Muslims are sought to be followed by poor Muslims 
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and as a result of this loans are in(‘iirred and in this way sometimes they 
lose all their helon<»ino‘s, all their properties, even their liomesteads and 
are financially mined. Sir, when Turkey was declared a Republic, they 
enacted a Bill of this nature. Other countrii ; have alst' (macted such a 
Bill to ])revent such extravagant expenditir'-' in marriage. 1 want to make 
it clear that my purpose is to safeguard tiie poor Muslim mass from this 
ruinous practice of incurring extravagant and iinnecessarv exjienditure in 
marriage ceremonies. I have brought this Bill as 1 feel that some sort of 
Bill should be brought to put a check on the extravagant exjuMuliture 
incCfrred by our poor Muslim pea.santrv. There may be objection to iliis 
Bill on the ground that social legislations somelimt*s remain a dead letter. 
Is it sop Sarda Act has been jiassed and many other similar Acts have 
been passed and they jiave become effective, and I say th^t this Bill, when 
passed into law, will be effc'ctive and so 1 appeal ti* tlie Muslim members 
to support this Bill. My object is to do something towards the social and 
economic ujilift of the Muslim community of Bengal. So I appeal to the 
members of the House to sujiport my motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I mn]uire, Sir, because 
I could not follow the honourabh* mmnber, — is his Bill for the purpose of 
extravagant marriage or because of the extravagant ('Xiienditiin' on 
marriage. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, ordt'r. Motion movaal that the 
Bengal MoNhmi Marriagi' J^xlravagant ami Snj)ertlnous lAiaaalit are Kegu- 
laticm Bill, 1940, be refened to a Seh*et Committee consisting of: — 

(1) The Hon’bb' Ml', dogendra Nath Mandal. Ministm' in charge of 

the diidieial and Legislative Departments, 

(2) Khan Sahih Manlvi Wahiduzzaman, 

(d) Mr. d. 1.. Nelson, 

(4) Mr. Ilaridas Majumdar, 
i^r)) Mr. Haji Md. Yustif, 

(ti) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

( 7 ) Mr. Bankim Ohandra Datta, 

((S) Mr. Moazzem AH (Landhury, 

(9) Rai Bahadui Dhirendra Lai Bania. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Lllahi, and 

( 11 ) the mover, 

with instructions to submit tbeir rejiort by the dlst January, 1947, and 
that the number of members whose presene(‘ shall be necessary to consti- 
tute a (piorum shall be four. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; Sir, I beg to movi* a sliort-notiee amendmmiL 
and it i^ that (1) in place of Rai Bahadur Dhirendra l^al Barua the name of 
Mr. Biswanath Roy, and (2) in place of Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal 
Ellahi, the name of Rai Bahadur Brojimdra Mohan Maitra be substituted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you moving 30111 amendment, Mr. 
Saiyed Muazzamuddiri Hosain? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I do not 

move m 3 " amendment, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Moslem 
Marria'ge Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of: 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal, Minister-in-charge of 

the Judicial and Legislative Departments, 

(2) Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, 

(3) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(4) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 
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(5) Mr. Haridas Majumdar, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(8) Mr. Moazzem Ali Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(10) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st January, 1947, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall ibe necessary to consti- 
tute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. WAHIDUZZAMAN: My name may be correctly read as “Mr. 
Wahiduzzaman” and not as “Rhan Sahib Wahiduzzaman’'. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before I sit down I want to say a few 
words by way of reply to the question which has been raised by my friend 
Mr. Wahiduzzaman. From the Chair I cannot make any amendment. I 
am to read tlie names just as they are printed and placed before me. So 
if any honourable member thinks that he should no lon^-er ibe called as 
Rhan Sahib so and so, he should write to luy ofhcie so that necesasry cction 
may be taken there. 

Mr. WAHIDUZZAMAN: We have already informed the Governor of 
Bengal renouncing our titles. That should be sufficient. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: My office is not supposed to know what 
you have written to the Governor. 

Order, order. The question before the House is that the Bengal Moslem 
Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal, Minister-in-charge of the 

Judicial and Legislative Departments, 

(2) Rhan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, 

(3) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(4) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(5) Mr. Haridas Majumdar, 

(()) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, ^ 

(8) Mr. Moazzem Ali Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(10) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st January, 1947, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Bengal Indecent Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Indecent Advertise- 
ment Prevention Bill, 1942, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of— 

(1) The Honourable Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Mini.ster-in-charge of the 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. J. L. Nelson. 

(3) Dr. Rumud Sankar Roy, 

(4) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(5) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanobish, 

(6) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.e., 
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(7) Mr. Moazzemali Clioudhury, 

(8) Mr. Hamiclul Huq Chowdhury, 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report bv the 8 1st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall Ibe four. 

At the outset, Sir, with your leave T would like to re])lacp Khan Baha- 
dur Momin who is dead, by Mr. Abdur Kashid on the Committee. I hope 
I have your permission. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, this is a very important Bill which deals 
with a very, important asi)ect of our j)ubli(‘ life. The intention is to 
prohibit the publication of indecent advertisements whicli aj)pear in ihe 
papers and in other jdaces. This is very important for the sake of piiblic, 
morality. These indecent advertisements are (‘alcnlated to deprave 1h(‘ 
moral sense. As the Government also intend to introduce a similar Bill 
so I do not think there will be any objection to this Bill. 

As regards the quota of all the parties on the Se](‘ct Committee I sliall 
be very glad if my friends on the Congre.ss sidi* will suygest two names. 
When I gave notice of this motion Mr. Amnl\adhone Hoy was a member 
of the Congress party but subequently he left that j)arty and ('onscquently 
the quota is less by two, for which I am sorry. 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: Sir, I beg to move that the name of Moulana 
Md. Akram Khan be replaced by Mr. Patiram Hoy and that of Khan 
Bahadur M. A. Momin by that of Mr. Abdur Hashid. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved tliat the Bengal Indecent 
Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1942, be referred to a Sele(‘t Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Tlon’blc Mr. II. 8. Suhrawardy, Ministcr-in-charge of the 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(d) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(4) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(5) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanobish, 

(G) Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

(7) Mr. Moazzemali C'loudhury, 

(8) Mr. Hamidul Hinj Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members who.se presence shall be necessary to con.stitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The question “before the House is that the Bengal Indecent Advertise- 
ment Prevention Bill, 1942, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister-in-charge of ihe 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. J. L. Nelson, 

(3) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(4) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(5) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanobish, 

(6) Mr. Abdur Rasbid, 
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( 7 ) Mr. Moazzemali Cliouflhury, 

(8) Mr. Hamidiil Huq Chowdbury, 

(9) Mr. Patirain Roy, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

with inHtructions to submit their report by the 3l8t March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not desire to move any other motions 
that are on the list in my name regarding reference of Bills to Select Com- 
mittees. 

I would ther(‘fore move item No. 25, the Indian Fisheries (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

1 beg to move that the Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting ()j)inion tluaeou by the 
31st .lanuary, 1947. 

The (luestion of fisheries in Bengal in the offing and it is going to be 
taken up on a large scale. Therefore it is necessary tluit some sort of 
rtigulation as regards the destruction of fr\ , (‘atching of fish, etc,, should 
be enacted in Bengal. 

In Madras, there is a similar Act and also in other provinces there are 
Acts of a similar nature, and this Bill has been framed on the lines of the 
Acts of oth(‘r ])rovinces. In view of the special circumstances prevailing in 
Bengal I move the circulation of this Bill for eliciting ])iiblic opinion on 
it and hojie that the House will accept the motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Indian hbsheries 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the puri>ose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st .lanuaiy, 1947, 

The (question before the llousi* is that the Indian Fisheii(*s (Bengal 
Amendment) Hill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliidting opinion 
tbereon by the 31st .lanuary, 1947. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Urban Area Rent Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
ITrban Area Rent Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
leave be granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Urban Area 
Rent Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Tile question was juit and agreed to. 

The SecTctary then read the short title of the Bill — The Bengal Urban 
Area Rent Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Practitioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Practitioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
leave be granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Practitioners 
of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944. 
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The question', was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary tlien read the short title of the Bill — The Bengal Practi- 
tioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bili is introduced. 

The Agriculturists’ Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Agricul- 
turists’ Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
leave be granted to Afr. Niir Ahmed to introduce the Agriculturists’ Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill — the Agriculturists* 
Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introdiict' th(‘ Bengal 
Village Self-dovernment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The ((iH'stion before the House is that 
leave be granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Village Self- 
(Toveriiment (AnKUidment) Bill, 1944. 

Th(» (jiiestion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary I hen read th(‘ short title of the Bill — The Bcmgal Village 
Self-doAcrnment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

Prorogation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, ord er. 1 have it in <(unmand 
from His Ivxcellency the Oovernor that the Bengal ia'girtlative (Jouncil do 
now stand j)rorogued. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Co\ineil 
held on the liotli SepU-mber, 1940: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(d) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur llashid Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Yusuf Ali (9)owdhury, 

(5) Khan Bahadur 8k. Fazal idlahi, 

(0) Mr. Maugturam Jaipuria, 

(7) Alhaj Khan Bahadur Sk. Muhainmed Jan, 

(8) Mr. Kuinayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(9) Maulana Muhammed Akrum Khan, 

(10) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

Ul) Mr. Xagendra Nath Mohalanobish, 

(12) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(Id) Khan Bahadur Mukhle.sur Rahman, 

(14) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(15) Mr. F. C. J. Steuart, 

(16) Mr. Md. Tauhq, and 

(17) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. 


BGP‘47/S-llA-75« 











